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OTLEY PARISH CHURCH 

Who Are We? 

Otley Parish Church – the oldest building in Otley – is at the 

heart of our town and, for over 1,000 years, people have been 

gathering here for worship and significant family and 

community events. There is a place for everyone, with Christ 

at the centre of it all. 

We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a journey of discovery, 

kindling hope as we go, helping one another to be more fully 

alive to the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d love you to 

share the journey with us. 

We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to Christ 

and in service to our local community. 

Join us in worshipping God together on Sundays and in daily 

life; be with us as we study and discern how to use the Bible in 

the 21st century; learn with us what it is to be 21st Century 

disciples following Jesus and help us, with the other Churches 

in the town, to bring good news to Otley and far beyond. 
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Dear Friends 

You never know what’s around the corner. 
When people say this, more often than not some 
bad life-changing event has happened that was 
totally unforeseen. Often there’s some advice 
attached to the saying such as – “You never 
know what’s around the corner, so make the 
most of your health while you have it.”  

Harold Macmillan is famously believed to have 
told a journalist that what a politician fears most 
is “Events, dear boy, events”. Things that 
happen outside your control can bring all kind of 
unexpected storms, so make haste to get your 
laws passed by Parliament while the political 
weather is set fair. 

Of course, this is only stating the obvious. 
Something even more obvious was said by the 
economist John Maynard Keynes: “In the long 
run we are all dead.” 

The question for any human being is how to live 
in the light of the twin truths that something 
totally unexpected may happen tomorrow, and 
that in the long run we are all dead. 

The trouble may be that most of us shy away 
from these stark truths because they remind us 
that we are not in total control of our lives. Far 
from living in the light of them, we actually hide 
away from them. 

The Good News is that we don’t need to. 
Something totally unexpected may indeed 
happen tomorrow, but it won’t take God by 
surprise. In the long run we’re all dead, but God 
has made death the gateway to new life with 
him for ever. This is our resurrection hope and 
the foundation of all Christian faith. Nothing can 

Letter from the Vicar 
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separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

In the days leading up to Good Friday, we are 
invited to walk with Jesus to his death and our 
death. After the waiting, we are invited to 
celebrate with Mary and the disciples his 
astounding new birth. His resurrection and our 
resurrection. 

The Holy Week walk with Jesus is a pattern for 
our pilgrimage through life. With Jesus, we are 
invited to face our worst fears and trust in the 
good purposes of God. The fullness of life which 
Jesus brings is not a hiding away from suffering 
and death in some religious bubble, but meeting 
them with God-given courage and strength, 
trusting there is light in the darkness.  

Sometimes it does feel like we are groping in the 
darkness for the hand of God. How blessed are 
we when we have a companion, a friend, a 
neighbour, who can hold our hand in our 
troubles and allow us to lean on their faith.  

As Richard Gillard’s wonderful song reminds us: 

We are pilgrims on a journey. 
We are travellers on the road.  
We are here to help each other  
walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

Have a great Easter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ Nothing  
can 

separate  
us from  
the love  

of God  
that is  

in Christ 
Jesus our 

Lord 

 

“ 
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Over the coming months in the church magazine, 

there will be a Heritage Tour series of articles by 

Allan Boddy and Margaret Parkin. These will explore 

many aspects of the history and heritage of the 

church building and its artefacts. This month, Allan 

Boddy looks at The Fairfax Tomb.  

 
THE TOMB of the First Lord Fairfax of 
Cameron and his wife Ellen dominates 
the south transept. The tomb is made 
of limestone from Hazelwood Quarry 
near Tadcaster which was owned at 
the time by a branch of another local 
family, the Vavasours. The tomb has 
been badly damaged as a result of 
subsidence on its south side which has 
led to the shearing off of the feet of the 
effigy of Lord Fairfax. One of the 
notable features of this monument is 
the Saracen’s head at the foot of Lady 
Fairfax and this is interpreted as 
showing that an ancestor of Lady 
Fairfax had been on the Crusades.  

Experts date the tomb as early 17th 
century but given that Lady Fairfax 
died in 1620 and Lord Fairfax died in 
1640 it is interesting to speculate when 

exactly this monument to both of them was created. The two effigies 
were each carved out of single but separate slabs of stone and then 
cemented together and could have been put on the tomb at different 

Lord Fairfax of Cameron and his 
wife Ellen featured on the stone 

tomb in the south transept of  
Otley Parish Church. 
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times. The inscription below the effigy of Lady Fairfax – ‘Here Leah’s 
fruitfulness, here Rachaels’ beauty. Here lieth Rebecca’s faith, here 
Sarah’s duty’ – was written as a panegyric to Lady Fairfax by Lord 
Fairfax’s brother Edward but he died in 1635. This may suggest that the 
tomb was originally created for Lady Fairfax and that Lord Fairfax was 
added later but, as with so much connected with the early history of the 
Church building, there is no certainty. 

Who were Lord and Lady Fairfax and why is their tomb in Otley Parish 
Church?  The Fairfaxes have been described as one of the most 
prominent families in Yorkshire and they came to own Denton Hall in 
Wharfedale as a result of a rather lucrative marriage. In the early 16th 
century Denton Hall belonged to the Thwaites family and in 1518 Isabel 
Thwaites, who was heiress to the Denton estate, married Sir William 
Fairfax of Bolton Percy and Steeton. In 1557 their son, Thomas, duly 
inherited the estate and celebrated by building a magnificent Elizabethan 
mansion which sadly burnt down in 1734. He was succeeded by his son 
Thomas – our Thomas – in 1599. (Thomas was a favourite name for the 
Denton Fairfaxes!) 

Our Thomas Fairfax was born at Bilborough in 1560 and married Ellen 
Aske in 1582. During his life he served as a soldier in the Low Countries; 
a diplomat on missions from Elizabeth I to James VI of Scotland; a 
Member of Parliament and a member of the Council of the North. He 
wrote books on horse breeding; household management and military 
matters which are now housed in the Brotherton Library. In 1627 he 
became the first Baron Fairfax of Cameron, a title in the peerage of 
Scotland. Wikipedia has the wry comment that the grant of the title by 
Charles I was ‘facilitated by a payment of £1,500.’  £1,500 in 1627 is 
probably equal to a quarter of a million pounds in today’s money – a lot of 
money to pay for a title which didn’t even get you a seat in the English 
House of Lords. According to the Otley Burial Register, when ‘the noble 
Thomas Lord Fairfax’ died in 1640 he ‘was buried with a great solemnity 
and company of Knights, Esquires, gents and yeomen of good rank and 
their attendants the first day of May in noble manner.’ 

On the wall above the tomb there is another memorial to Thomas Lord 
Fairfax and his wife on which there are Latin inscriptions describing the 
two of them.  It is said, rather lyrically, of Thomas ‘having ‘completed 80 
years active service of tribulation in the halcyon times of England [he] 
obtained his discharge to the garrison of heaven.’ Ellen is equally lyrically 
described as ‘his devoted wife, daughter of Robert Aske Esquire, 
descended from the barons Clifford and Latimer, mother of twelve 
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children who after she had lived for 57 years as a model of piety 
peacefully fell asleep here taken from her human to her heavenly 
relations on 23rd August 1620.’ 

But why is the tomb of Lord Fairfax and his wife from Denton Hall in the 
south transept of Otley Parish Church?  The answer is that the parish of 
Otley was much bigger in the early 17th century than it is today. The 
ancient ecclesiastical parish of Otley comprised the chapelries of 
Baildon, Bramhope, Burley in Wharfedale, Denton, and Farnley, and the 
townships of Esholt, Hawksworth, Lindley, Menston, Newall with Clifton, 
Pool-in-Wharfedale, and Little Timble. This is why we find memorials and 
dedications from families in places like Burley in Wharfedale and Baildon 
and the tombs of people living in Denton in Otley Parish Church.   

During the middle ages both the south and north transepts were private 
chapels. The chapel in the south transept was endowed by the family 
from Denton Hall and was known latterly as the Denton Choir. If you look 
around this transept you will see not only memorials to the first Lord 
Fairfax and his wife but also monuments commemorating the lives of his 
father, Thomas; his son, Charles; his niece Anne and his grandson, 
Charles.The Fairfax tomb is a grand monument even if the grandeur is 
now a little faded but is there anything in it?  A member of the 
congregation confided in me that during an earlier restoration of the 
Church there was an opportunity to catch a glimpse of the inside of the 
tomb. What did you see there…? Nothing!  

  

The more traditional view of the tomb chest of Lord Thomas 
and Lady Ellen Fairfax in the first half of the 17th century. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baildon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bramhope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burley_in_Wharfedale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denton,_North_Yorkshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farnley,_North_Yorkshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esholt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawksworth,_Guiseley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lindley,_North_Yorkshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menston
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newall_with_Clifton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pool-in-Wharfedale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Timble
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Have you decided where to go for your 

summer holiday this year?  

 
What about trying the Keswick Convention?  Two of the weeks are 
usually in the school holidays; week three definitely is. Week 1 is best if 
you want less children about although there are activities for them AND 
IT’S ALL FREE! (although you will have to look the other way when the 
buckets come around!!). 

In 2017 we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, when 
Martin Luther asserted that his conscience was ‘captive’ to that Word. At 
Keswick 2017 we’ll see how this powerful Word brings life, reveals Christ 
and motivates mission. By God’s Spirit it will captivate our hearts and 
minds, and transform our lives, families and churches. All three weeks 
have at their heart the theme of “Captivated: Hearing God’s Word”. In 
hearing the written word, we meet the living word, Jesus Christ. 

You can stay in a hotel, B&B, or self-cater in comfort in a caravan or 
camp. The website keswickministries.co.uk will give you plenty of advice 
and help. All ages are catered for from a crèche with monitors, right 
through to Year 13 between 11.00 am and 1pm, and between 7.15pm 
and 9pm each weekday. These are the times of the main meetings. The 
rest of the time is your own when you and your children can do whatever 
you want.   

The Keswick Convention really is great! My family and I and have been 
truly blessed for many years. Give it a try! 

Molly Sturt 
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Died 5th February 2017, aged 
85 years. 

Beryl was born in Skipton, 
North Yorkshire in 1932. She 
was the daughter of Rodney 
and Dorothy Gilbert and had 
two younger siblings, Rodney 
and Valerie, both of whom 
attended her funeral at Otley 
Parish Church on 23rd 
February.  

After leaving school Beryl worked in a local bakery before training as a 
nurse at the children’s hospital in Menston, West Yorkshire. It was while 
she was training that she attended Otley Parish Church and became a 
Christian. She did further nursing training in Glasgow and it was while 
she was there that she felt called by God to work abroad. 

Beryl set sail in 1961 and spent the next 30 years in Northern Argentina, 
apart from a short spell in Chile when she was asked to look after the 
small rural hospital in Southern Chile whilst the nurse there was away. 
She lived in all three of the rural centres in the Chaco and after leaving 
went to Mision La Paz, the most isolated centre with very basic living 
conditions, where she was in charge of the newly built health centre. 
Many were thankful for her medical and nursing skills and attention to 
detail as she trained the Indian nursing auxiliaries and ministered to the 
local population, dealing with minor ailments and medical emergencies 
alike. She cared deeply for both the Indians and for her colleagues, 
especially those with young children who said they did not worry if ‘Aunty 
Beryl’ was around when their children were ill or injured. 

Beryl had a beautiful singing voice and could often be heard singing 
praises around the house, she was a good cook, providing delicious 
dishes from basic ingredients. Her faith encouraged and strengthened 
her and underpinned all that she did and daily household prayers were 
an encouragement to everyone. She cared especially for colleagues 

Memry… 

Beryl Gilbert  
 

Beryl Gilbert 1932 - 2017 
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newly arrived, one of whom recalls being woken on her first morning at 
6am by Beryl’s very Yorkshire voice saying ‘Do you want a cuppa tea 
luv?’ La Paz was battered by dust storms in the dry season when the 
dust got through every nook and cranny, and soon the floors looked more 
like a beach. On one such day Beryl was out in the village, chuntering 
about the conditions and she called in to commiserate with Frances, 
recently arrived, who was experiencing the conditions for the first time, 
Frances remembers her saying ‘I can cope and rejoice even in this, 
because God has called me here, and when we are in the centre of His 
will we can cope with anything’. 

And cope Beryl did! She coped with the practicalities when a lorry driver 
collapsed and died nearby. She coped with a midwifery emergency when 
she took the courageous decision to take a woman in prolonged labour to 
the nearest hospital, a journey of a mere four hours, being jolted on the 
back of a jeep. Thankfully, both mother and baby (and Beryl) survived! 

Like most Northerners, Beryl could be forthright and direct, calling a 
spade a spade, especially if she felt things were not ‘right’. Her 
colleague, Mary, recalls Beryl’s outrage when after a delay due to 
punctures, Mary arrived outside her door about midnight with a load of 
sick people needing accommodation. Mary knew that though Beryl would 
‘play pop’ with her she would care for those in need. On another 
occasion, Beryl opened a cupboard door to be greeted by ‘cheep, cheep, 
cheep’ from the chicks which had hatched in the cupboard. The eggs had 
been bought, supposedly fresh, the previous day. Beryl immediately 
confronted the villager who had sold the eggs, told her to look after the 
chicks, and bring her one when it was ready for the pot! 

Beryl’s last home was in the small railway town of Juárez. After initial 
reluctance, she accepted the challenge to move there to take 
responsibility for the TB work. She soon settled in but was unhappy to be 
living at some distance from the Indian encampment. Discussing with the 
superintendent, he said her idea to live in the community was 
commendable but there was no money to build a house. Beryl responded 
by offering a legacy she’d been left to fund the building, instead of 
keeping the money for her retirement or personal use, so she was able to 
be with those she had been called to serve, not only in the TB work but 
also encouraging and teaching those who came from surrounding 
villages, leading a Bible Teaching by Extension course and joining in the 
worship and fellowship of the local church. 

Beryl’s value in the small basic things in life was reflected in all she did. 
After an absence, due to the Falklands Conflict, she returned to her little 
mud brick house, and on seeing all her belongings including her rather 
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battered pots and pans she exclaimed with great delight, ‘It’s like 
Christmas all over again!’ 

Beryl – energetic, caring, compassionate, responding to critical 
situations, possessing excellent medical and nursing skills, forthright and 
direct, a person of warmth, enthusiasm and hope. 

On retirement, Beryl returned to Otley. Until her illness she took an active 
part in church life, leading fellowship groups, organising baptisms and 
other pastoral work in the parish. 

These are some of the many memories her colleagues and friends 
treasure. Beryl, may you rest in peace. 

“Beryl was a very special person… gentle and caring, a very good 
listener, with a strong faith and a love for Jesus who was the centre 
of her life. Her daily prayer diary was always full and her 
commitment to prayer was a shining example for us all” – Glynis and 
Barry Milner 

“I got to know her well in our bible study group, meeting every Monday 
morning for many years, where she shared so much love, joy and 
knowledge of the bible, in her gentle quiet way” – Karen O’Hara 

“She had a strong faith and a wonderful relationship with God, and 
such a love and compassion for people of all ages, ethnicity and 
culture” – Karen O’Hara 

  

Copy Date for the  

MAY EDITION  

of our Church Magazine is 

SUNDAY 16 APRIL 

News and feature articles will  

be gratefully received.  

Please submit them to 

MAGAZINE COPY DATE 
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After every Sunday 10am service, and occasionally during a 
service, there will be an opportunity to have someone pray for you 
(or for something or someone on your heart). 

We are called to pray for one another and for every situation. 
Prayer Ministry focuses on intercession, asking God, but we must 
be careful not to neglect thanksgiving or confession. 

This is how our Sunday Prayer Ministry works… 

• Two people will be sitting in the top end of the North transept 
waiting for anyone who would like prayer. You may or may not 
have to queue. They will ask you what you would like them to 
pray for. 
 

• How much you share is up to you, and what you share will be 
kept confidential (unless, very exceptionally, there is a serious 
safety or safeguarding issue). 
 

• Please remember this is not offering counselling, but prayer, so 
a long explanation is best avoided. God already knows the 
situation. 
 

• Once you have outlined what you want prayer for, a pray-er 
may ask God’s Spirit for help and spend a few moments quietly 
listening for guidance as to how to pray. Different people on 
the Prayer Ministry Team will pray differently. 
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• You might want to close your eyes and hold your hands palm 
upwards in a ‘ready to receive’ attitude. 
 

• A pray-er may offer to touch you gently on the shoulder. It’s 
fine to say you’d rather they didn’t. 
 

• Very occasionally you may be asked if you would like 
something you have raised to be shared with the Prayer 
Ministry leader (John McKenzie) or with the vicar (Graham) for 
guidance. Nothing will be shared without your permission. 
 

• You may or may not feel a sense of God at work. Whatever 
happens, we encourage you to thank God for what he is doing 
and will do, and to persevere in prayer. 
 

• Feel free to come back for prayer as many times as you would 
like. And do let us know any developments. 

Prayer Ministry is not counselling or in-depth pastoral ministry. If 
you have a personal issue or an issue about faith which you would 
like to have more sustained help with, please contact Graham 
Buttanshaw or another member of the clergy. 

  

Do not be anxious about anything,  
but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  

And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

(Philippians 4: 6-7) 
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Our witness as Christians in Otley involves always 
keeping the conversation about faith alive. 

Maybe you have people in your life who would be interested in 

a conversation about faith but you don't know where to begin. 

Well, after the success of Join a Conversation in January, we 

will be hosting another conversation about Faith, this time 

in Casa Vitae, Market Place, Otley at 6.30pm, every 

Tuesday in May. Watch this space for more information. In 

the meantime – GET CHATTING! 

 

Otley Parish Church 

Invites YOU  to 

JOIN 

A CONVERSATION 
about… 
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Arisen Cross Gethsemane Mary 
Ascension Crucifixion Golgotha Nails 
Body Disciples Grave Pilate 
Bread Easter Hands Resurrection 
Burial Feet Judas Tomb 

Word Search Puzzle 

The Easter Story 

How many words can you find?  

Words can be found by reading forwards, backwards, diagonally, 

vertically or horizontally. No prizes – just for fun! 
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by Deborah Smith Plemmons 

If there had been no palm branches to 
usher Christ in, 
Then there would be no singing, 
“Hosanna to the King”. 

If there had been no shedding of blood 
nor pain, 
Then there would be no salvation to 
gain. 

If there had been no death on the cross, 
Then all mankind would be eternally 
lost. 

If there had been no resurrection from 
the dead, 
Then there would be no crown on His 
head. 

Hallelujah for the palms, 
Hallelujah for the pain, 

Hallelujah for the cross, 
Hallelujah for the crown. 
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The Life and Death of Jesus 

Jesus said: “I am the Vine, you are the branches. 

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 

bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 

more can you, except you abide in me.”  

Picture: Vines at Marco Canaveses, Northern Portugal. 

 
Driving past a field of winter vines reminds me of a vast World War II 
cemetery my teenage friends and I visited in France many years ago. It 
recorded so great a death it was difficult to take it in. The vines too, 
seem to hark back to a death. 

What an incredible event took place 2,000 years ago, as our 
Vinedresser pruned His Vine, stapling it back to its tree. Who could have 
anticipated the harvest or guessed the benefit that would accrue to 
mankind?  

In a few months’ time, this field of vines will be fruitful. They will be 
obeying His great principle of life. There will be an unimaginable 
increase. How wonderful God’s ways are.  

Anne and John Simkins 
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A note from our Prayer Team 

We’re thinking, “how might we encourage each other 
to pray?”  With that in mind we’d like to open a 
conversation – to pose questions that enable us to ask 
ourselves what helps us most or what discourages us 
most about prayer. 

As a starter, here is a 
leaflet (see next page) 
that will be available for 
visitors who call into 
the church. 

You could use these 
simple prayers and 
then think about them! 
There will be more 
about this as the year 
goes by! 
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TO HELP YOU USE A FEW MINUTES  

IN PRAYER 

TO BEGIN WITH… 

 Be still for a few moments and remember that God,  
who created the universe, is with you. 

 Sit or walk around and use the peace of this church  
to take His presence into your heart and out to your daily life. 
 Think of the cross of Jesus – His love and sacrifice for you  

and His example to us all. 
 Perhaps use some of the symbols or windows to help  

your contemplation.  

NOW CHOOSE FROM THESE PRAYERS OR,  

IF YOU HAVE TIME, GO THROUGH THEM ALL 

A PRAYER TO HELP YOU PAUSE 

Lord overshadow me with Your Spirit, 
Help me to leave distraction and doubtfulness behind and to 

trust in Your goodness and integrity. 
Open my eyes to understand, my ears to hear and my soul to 

be still. Encourage me that You hear my words, whether 
spoken out or spoken inwardly.  

A PRAYER TO PUT THINGS RIGHT 

Guilt feelings for wrong actions or neglect? 
Feeling inadequate when you consider Christ’s example? 
Using this prayer, remember that God is faithful to forgive. 

Humbly and sorrowfully I seek Your forgiveness 
for all wrong thinking and careless words; 

for every failure of self-control. 
In particular, I confess these [name them here…]. 

As the days go by, may Your Spirit increasingly enable me to 
choose and act with an attitude shaped by Christ-like thinking. 

[More prayers overleaf… 
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...contd. from overleaf] 

A PRAYER TO SAY THANK YOU 

God loves to encourage heart-felt gratefulness. 

Lord God, from my heart I give You thanks. I feel humbled by 
Your goodness and kindness to me. 

I especially thank You for [name them here…]. 
Help me to show gratefulness not only with my lips but with 

my life, honouring and praising You in word and deed. 

A PRAYER IF YOU ARE IN TROUBLE OR WORRIED 

Remember that Jesus said, “I am with you always”. 

I am distressed and downcast O Lord because of my 
circumstances [name them here…]. 

I cannot understand why some things have happened but 
please help me to keep on trusting. 

When my reasoning does not help, change me. 
Give faith to my heart and grace to strengthen my resolve. 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS 

You may know someone, or a situation, that needs prayer. 
God can use your prayers as a channel of His love. 

Holy Father, I commend to Your care those dear to me. 
Especially now I pray for [name them here…]. 

May Your saving, healing Presence be known where there is 
heartache, broken relationship, illness or waywardness. 

I pray for those who have power over other people’s lives, 
that they may choose to be accountable to Your values  

and Your authority. 

Before you leave today, know that God is not 
confined to this building. 

He goes before you, watches your back and wishes 
to bless you in your day-to-day life. 

THANK YOU FOR CALLING IN – COME AGAIN! 
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Luke 24: 46-47 “The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on 

the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in 

his name.”   

Romans 4: 25 “He was delivered up for our trespasses and 

raised for our justification.” 

1 Corinthians 15: 3-5 “Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day.”  

1 Peter 1:3 “According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be 

born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead.” 

1 Corinthians 15: 21-22 “For as by a man came death, by a 

man has come the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so in 

Christ shall all be made alive.” 

Romans 6: 5 “For if we have been united with him in a death like 

his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.” 

Romans 6: 9 “We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, 

will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.”  

Philippians 3: 10 “…that I may know him and the power of his 

resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death…” 

John 11: 25-26 “I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever 

believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives 

and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 

10. “…just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4) 
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If you would like to donate an Easter Lily 

in remembrance of a loved one, please 

print the person’s name on the Lily List at 

the back of church, bring the lilies to 

church on Easter Saturday between 9am 

and 11am, or ring Val Tait on 01943 

464032 to purchase one on your behalf, 

The list of names will be published in the 

Notice Sheet on Easter Sunday. 
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PALM SUNDAY 9 April 

8.00am 
10.00am 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Holy Communion with Palm Crosses and 
Procession (with Sunday Clubs for Children) 

MONDAY 10 April  

7.30pm – 8.30pm The Way of the Cross - Holy Week Meditation 
(Church) 

TUESDAY 11 April 

7.30pm – 8.30pm The Way of the Cross - Holy Week Meditation 
(Church) 

WEDNESDAY 12 April 

7.30pm – 8.30pm The Way of the Cross - Holy Week Meditation 
(Church) N.B. No Church Tea today 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 13 April 

6.30pm Passover Meal (Parish Room)  

GOOD FRIDAY 14 April 

10.00am 
11.30am 
2.00pm 

7.30pm – 8.30pm 

All-age Activities (Parish Room) 
All-age Service (Church) 
Last Hour at the Cross (Church) 
The Way of the Cross – Holy Week Meditation 
(Church) 

EASTER SUNDAY 16 April 

7.00am 
 

8.00am 
10.00am 

 
7.00pm 

Sunrise Service at the Chevin Cross (Churches 
Together in Otley) 
Holy Communion (BCP) 
Celebration for Easter with Holy Communion 
(with Sunday Club for Children) 
Activate – lively, accessible, thought-provoking 

 

Holy Week 

and  

Easter Events 
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In my recent visits to India I have been once again reminded by 
human encounters that life is incredibly tough for many.  

Psalm 61 reminds us that, amidst overwhelming circumstances, the 
presence of God overshadowing our souls can bring a real sense of His 
care and protection. Inner strength and rest in our minds are powerful 
resources in the stuff that life brings.  

The following pictures represent life-realities for many. Maybe they also 
picture how we feel in the different pressures of our lives here. 

OVERWHELMED 
Hear my cry, O God; attend to my prayer. From the end of the earth I will 
cry to You. When my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the rock that is 
higher than I. 

 Psalm 61, 1-2 
 

 

 
  

by John Simkins 

Overloaded 

Overworked 
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Overcrowded 

Overburdened 

Jesus said: “Come to Me, 
all you who labour and 
are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take 
My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for 
your souls. For My yoke 
is easy and my burden is 
light”.  

Matthew 11, 28-30  
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OVERSHADOWED 
For You have been a shelter for me; a strong tower from the enemy. 
I will abide in Your tabernacle forever; I will trust in the shelter of 
Your wings.  

   Psalm 61, 3-4 
 
Jesus said: “How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a 
hen gathers her chicks under her wings…” 

Matthew 23, 37 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Lent Home Group studies finished with meditation on the Tabernacle 
of God in the Old Testament. This reminds us how special and sacred is 
that place where God, now in the spiritual realities brought to us in Christ, 
graciously meets us with the words “I am with you.” 
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Otley Parish Church 

Groups and Activities 

Bell Ringers  Meg Morton  01943 461836 

Craftynuts / Scrapbooking Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Newall Ladies Fellowship Val Tait 01943 464032 

Men’s Group Robert Sharp 01943 513017 

Knit and Natter Jo Briscoe 01943 466515 

Steel Magnolias Shirley Parker 01943 466596 

Beer Festival Allan Boddy 01943 466182 

Local to Global  Georgina Drew 01943 465086 

(Leeds and Mumbai)  

The Sustainability Group Dave Cherry 01943 463896 

Flower Arranging Val Tait 01943 464032 

Welcome & Hospitality Jackie Hird 01943 462858  

Music Groups 

Worship Singing Team &  

ACTIVATE Band     Jamie Hudson 07539 118695 

Church Band & 

Church Choir Pam Beck 01943 462283 

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals  Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
      Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

Sunday Club Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Messy Church Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Uniformed Groups Bev and Mark Rothery 01943 467016 
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 Otley Parish Church 

Kirkgate ● Otley ● West Yorkshire 

Church Office: “The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS 

Church Administrator: Linda Sharp 

Telephone: 01943 465927   

Email: info@otleyparishchurch.org 

Website: www.otleyparishchurch.org 

 
Vicar  

Revd Graham Buttanshaw g.buttanshaw@gmail.com  01943 462240 

Curate 

Revd Jimmy Lawrence revjimmylawrence@gmail.com  

Honorary Curate 
Revd John Parkin jamparkin@talktalk.net   01943 466895 

Associate Priests 
Revd Roger Dedman roger.dedman@talktalk.net 01943 467540 
Revd Stewart Hartley sr.hartley47@gmail.com 01943 464106 

Reader  

Jackie Hird hirds@phonecoop.coop 01943 462858 

Churchwardens 
Barry Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472 
Allan Boddy allanboddy@sky.com 01943 466182 

Deputy Churchwardens  
Kevin Keefe kevin@keefe.org.uk 07753 982719 
Barbara Nicholls babs.nicholls@gmail.com 07747 848074 

PCC Secretary 
Liz Walker  lizpete73@hotmail.com 01943 463846 

PCC Treasurer  
Norman Barr otleybarrs@googlemail.com 01943 464382 

Baptism Co-ordinator 
Glynis Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472 

Church Magazine  
Church Office magazine@otleyparishchurch.org 01943 465927 
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