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OTLEY PARISH CHURCH 

Who Are We? 

Otley Parish Church – the oldest building in Otley – is at the 

heart of our town and, for over 1,000 years, people have been 

gathering here for worship and significant family and 

community events. There is a place for everyone, with Christ 

at the centre of it all. 

We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a journey of discovery, 

kindling hope as we go, helping one another to be more fully 

alive to the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d love you to 

share the journey with us. 

We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to Christ 

and in service to our local community. 

Join us in worshipping God together on Sundays and in daily 

life; be with us as we study and discern how to use the Bible in 

the 21st century; learn with us what it is to be 21st Century 

disciples following Jesus and help us, with the other Churches 

in the town, to bring good news to Otley and far beyond. 
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Dear Friends, 

Someone Janet and I know well told us recently 
that the reputation of Otley Parish Church has 
travelled far and wide – as far as Manchester 
anyway. Apparently, a woman visited our Church 
and came away enthused. She couldn’t wait to get 
back to her Church and tell them all about it. 

So, what do you think it might have been that so 
moved her? It was our dishwasher! Apparently, she 
returned to her Church with a mission to get one 
like ours. We’ve become known as the Church with 
the dishwasher. 

I suppose it could have been worse… 

It’s not easy to know what impression we, as a 
Church, make on outsiders or visitors – what we 
look like or are remembered for. In this context, 
one of our greatest resources is the people who’ve 
recently joined the Church or started coming along 
to Sunday worship or another regular activity. They 
see things that we can no longer see, notice things 
we don’t. We do well to encourage them to tell us 
what we look like, to help us look in the mirror. 

Why should we worry about what we look like to 
the community at large? I trust we all know the 
answer to that. As Archbishop William Temple 
famously said – the Church is the only organisation 
which exists for non-members. We want people to 
join us in following Jesus, and so it’s important to 
know what helps and what hinders that happening. 

Especially in these weeks following Easter, we 
reflect on the Church as a gathering of people in 
the presence of the risen Lord Jesus. We say each 
time we gather formally in worship: 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 

Letter from the Vicar 
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So ultimately, it’s not about us but about the God 
who brings us together. God as we know him in 
Jesus.  

So, the purpose of our dishwashers and our 
reordering, our welcoming and our praying, our 
worship and our service of the wider community is 
to be here for Jesus, reflecting his character, 
promoting his priorities, telling his story and 
nurturing new disciples. This is what it is to be the 
body of Christ. 

So, what should we look like to outsiders? “Like 
Jesus” must be the answer. We can only look like 
Jesus by being like him. Each of us in our own 
unique way, in our own unique set of 
circumstances, and (especially) all of us together 
as a Church. 

The resurrection of Jesus enables him to be at the 
centre of our worship, our lives and our community 
today, moulding us into his likeness through the 
power of his Spirit.  

Being like Jesus will not always win us friends – 
like him we will often be outspoken and 
challenging. We will hear and echo his call to love 
beyond the natural limits of love, to live for the 
common good, to welcome the stranger, feed the 
hungry and bring good news to the poor.  

It’s all rather more demanding than having an 
effective dishwasher! But infinitely more life-giving. 

With love, 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

“ We can  
only look 

like Jesus 
by being 
like him. 

Each of us 
in our own 

unique  
way… 

 

“ 
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THY KINGDOM COME is a global movement of prayer, initiated in 
2016 by Archbishop Welby.  

Justin Welby is inviting Christians from around the world to pray for more 
people to know Jesus Christ. He is quoted as saying "I cannot remember 
in my life anything that I've been involved in where I have sensed so 
clearly the work of the Spirit."  

The fact that the Spirit is at work in this prayer movement is reflected in the 
scope of its reach and the variety of people who are involved. Over the 10 
days from Ascension to Pentecost there will be hundreds of prayer events 
happening across this country and around the world. They will take place 
in cathedrals, churches and chapels, cities, towns and villages, and 
include Christians from every major denomination. 

Here in Otley we will be playing our part and joining in this exciting 
movement of prayer. From May 25th to June 4th we will be praying from 
9am to 8pm every day. This will require all Christians in Otley to take part 
as we are committing to pray for a total of over 100 hours!! Paul and Claire 
who run Casa Vitae in the Market Place, have kindly offered to host this 
venture in their café. They have an upstairs room which is ideal as a multi-
functional prayer space. There will be a prayer tree in the café itself where 
members of the public will be able to write a prayer request.  

For more information check out the website at 
www.thykingdomcome.global  Each of the 
churches in Otley will have a copy of a prayer rota so 
please do sign up to do a couple of hours over the 
course of the 10-day period. We look forward to 
seeing you there and we are expectant for the new 
things God will do in this town. We pray with one 

voice "Let your Kingdom Come!" 

http://www.thykingdomcome.global/
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Do YOU know the answer? 

What has… 

Wharfe Street, St Peter's Close, 
Musgrave Hall and Vicarage 
Gardens got to do with Otley Parish 
Church? 

Oh, and don't forget WEFC! 

What is WEFC? You may well ask!    

Look out for the BIG answer in next 
month’s Church Magazine, to be 
published on Sunday 4th June. 
Incidentally,               doesn’t know the 
answer! So, who does?  
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All Things Bright and Beautiful 
 

TLEY PARISH CHURCH is holding its inaugural Flower 

Festival in June 2017 between Friday 23rd and Sunday 25th, 

with flower arrangements by local residents, businesses and 

organisations, all created as a celebration of 'All things bright and 

beautiful'. 

The event starts with a preview evening on Thursday 22nd June, 

between 7pm and 9pm, when guests can enjoy the floral 

arrangements with wine or soft drinks, and nibbles provided by “all 

good things”. There will also be music by local artists. Tickets for the 

preview evening are available at £5 each from Otley Parish Church 

Office on 01943 465927, by email to info@otleyparishchurch.org or 

from Jo Briscoe, Val Tait, Maggie Watson or Linda Sharp.  

The festival continues on Friday and Saturday between 10am and 

4pm and on Sunday between 12 noon and 4pm. Each 

day, light refreshments will be available in the 

café. Entry to the main festival is free. Donations, 

however, will be much appreciated.  

Sponsorship of a floral arrangement is 

welcome and anyone interested in doing 

this should also contact the Church Office. 

Jo Briscoe, Flower Festival Chair 

O 

mailto:info@otleyparishchurch.org
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  verses about… 

We all want to be happy, but sometimes trying to find happiness 
can be a struggle. Often, we search for it in all the wrong places or 
ways, when the answer is actually much simpler – in other words, 
God. "Happy are the people whose God is the Lord" (Psalm 144:15). 
The Bible guides us to happiness through God's Word! 
 

Psalm 37:4 “Take delight in the LORD and he will give you the 
desires of your heart.” 

Isaiah 12:2 “Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be 
afraid. The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my 
defence; he has become my salvation.” 

Isaiah 12:3 “With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation.” 

Romans 5:2 “Through whom we have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the glory of 
God.” 

Matthew 5:8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 
God.” 

1 Peter 4:13 “But rejoice in as much as you participate in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is 
revealed.” 

2 Chronicles 9:7 “How happy your people must be! How 
happy your officials who continually stand before you and your 
wisdom.” 

Deuteronomy 33:29-30 “Blessed are you Israel! Who is 
like you, a people saved by the LORD? He is your shield and 
helper and your glorious sword. Your enemies will cower before 
you, and you will tread on their heights.” 

 

Encouraging Bible Verses 
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GREAT NEWS INDEED! Our Church Treasurer, Norman Barr, has told 
us that at the end of March 2017 we had raised a total of £7,587.99 for 
Sahaara and the Joanna Project, both of which are under our banner of 
our Local to Global. 

Our commitment 2½ years ago was to raise £10,000 over three years by 
the end of 2017. We have another eight months to go – that’s just about 
£300 more to raise each month. Additional donations have already come 
in from our Curry Night held at the end of April totalling a further £290, so 
it looks as if we are going to be bang on target even though, of course, 
there is more hard work to be done. Donations are always welcome! 

I think the Lord is saying, ‘Well done good and faithful people; press on 
towards the goal’. 

Molly Sturt 

  

Copy Date for the  

JUNE EDITION  

of our Church Magazine is 

SUNDAY 21 MAY 2017 

News and feature articles will  
be gratefully received.  
Please submit them to 

MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

magazine@otleyparishchurch.org 
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In the April edition of Otley Parish Church Magazine, the Church Prayer 
Team asked, “How might we encourage each other to pray?” As part of 

an ongoing conversation we offer these thoughts and urge plenty of 
chatter to take place in response! 

 

THE FIRST ANSWER to ‘does prayer work’, is that we don’t know – that 
is, we can’t prove it by a scientific approach. 

So how does it ‘work’, then? Here are some thoughts:  

As a foundation, we choose to believe that God, our Father, is interested, 
generous and at work. We choose to accept that He is near and we talk 
with Him. We watch, with trust, expecting God’s involvement.  

This cannot be proved, but can be told! Experiencing a storyline in our 
life or in the lives of others rings true. Telling stories resonates in those 
with trusting hearts. This could be regarded as a kind of Christian naïveté 
but – so what! 

In this childlike spirit, we note ‘results’ from our prayers, whether instant 
or progressive.  

In this faith, we experience relationship with God through delay or 
through answers. 

We are in the land of ‘promise – trust’ which is ‘solid ground’ or ‘an 
anchor of the soul’ (Hebrews 6 verse 19) – whichever picture you prefer! 

Perhaps our greatest blessing will be fresh insights that often come in the 
challenge of adversity. We might then say, with the old theologian P.T. 
Forsyth, “Our soul is fulfilled even if our petition is not.” 

 
Is that the RIGHT question? 

How do we know prayer works? 
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Experience 
Faith grows as we experience what we believe to be God working. Home 
situations can sometimes prove the hardest to pray for, but why not try 
taking them to God by praying in our ordinary lives. Maybe telling our 
close ones we are praying for them will encourage both us and them as 
we sense God with us in the commonplace things. And remember 
thanksgiving! 

Nehemiah (chapter 2 verse 4) prayed an ‘on-the-spot’ prayer in a 
pressing work situation. He asked God’s help and expected an 
immediate answer in the presence of his employer, the King! As we 
experience what might be called ‘results’ this gives us more boldness to 
pray. 
 
Relationship 
So, let’s always remember that ‘relationship’ with God is as important a 
part of our prayer as ‘results’. Holding this thought can make us 
appreciate that, in the process of communicating with God, our lives are 
being changed. Our understanding of God grows beyond simply wanting 
him to solve our problems to loving him for his grace in the midst of them. 

From  
PRAYER IDEAS FOR EVERYDAY CHRISTIANS 

by John Simkins 
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The following is taken from “God Unlimited”, by Norman 

Grubb, missionary, writer and teacher. 

 

God is wholly outgoing through all eternity. We have begun that life 
for eternity, for He lives in us. What a vista! And God specialises in 
giving Himself for those who are most unpleasant to Him, sinners 
and enemies; and now He specialises in doing it through us. That 
puts meaning and content into every possible situation a human 
can be in. Love is unstoppable. There is always opportunity to love. 
This is ‘the life also of Jesus manifest in our body,’ which Paul says 
(2 Cor. 4:10-12) always replaces the death. In the death, we 
accept conditions we would naturally reject, and in doing so, we 
‘die’ to our reactions. This now makes possible seeing things as He 
sees them and thinking about them as He thinks; and His thoughts 
are always redemptive and reconciling. This is the risen and 
ascended Person living in us. It affects us physically and mentally. 
Just as the fire of God in the burning bush refuelled the bush, so 
He in us quickens us, body and spirit. A quality of life is manifest in 
us, though we may not know it. Faith and love in a person cannot 
be hidden. The medical profession today tells us plenty of the 
effects of mental attitudes on the physical; then how much more 
when it is the Spirit of God in us producing the laugh of faith, peace 
and poise, a relaxed outlook, freedom to bear other people’s 
burdens. 

But that is only incidental. Christ’s risen life is manifested in our 
bodies. His ascended life flows out of us to others. So Paul 
continues, ‘So death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.’ We 
do not make that up. Flowing is effortless. Once we have taken the 
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place of death in daily situations, accepting them as sent of God, 
there arises in us spontaneously the realization of Him in His 
outgoing love. He has a purpose for others in this. What? He will 
doubtless show us. It will certainly bring faith to birth in us, for 
the next verse (13) speaks of having ‘the spirit of faith’ (not, 
therefore, our faith, but the believing Spirit within); and it will be 
faith that the God who has put us in a place of need already has 
the supply on the way, for our timeless God has things the 
opposite way round to us. We think there is the need first, and that 
we must now seek the supply. God has the positive supply first, 
and sends the need to be the receptacle for the supply. 

Norman Grubb (1895-1993) was born in Bournemouth, England, the son 
of an Anglican vicar. He was educated at Marlborough College, an 
English Public School before joining the British Army as a lieutenant in 
World War I. He received the Military Cross for meritorious action. After 
the war, in which he was wounded in one leg, he went to Trinity College, 
Cambridge. Later, he married Pauline Studd, the daughter of the famous 
British cricketer and missionary to Africa, C.T. Studd. He left for 
the Belgian Congo with Pauline in 1920 to follow in the footsteps of his 
father-in-law. Despite having a Christian upbringing, it was only at the 
age of eighteen that Grubb seriously began to consider what it meant to 
be a Christian. It was a conversation with a family friend that challenged 
him to think more deeply about his faith, and from that point on he 
became committed to evangelistic work. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marlborough_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Grubb#cite_note-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_College,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_College,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C.T._Studd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgian_Congo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelistic
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10 Times in the Bible Prayer 

Changed Lives 

1. Hannah is infertile, and she prays 
desperately for a son. 
Hannah was the unfortunate barren second wife, ridiculed and humiliated 
by the wife who easily bore children. So Hannah pleaded with God for a 
son, promising to give him back to the Lord: “O Lord Almighty, if you will 
only look upon your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget 
your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the 
days of his life” (1 Samuel 1:11).  

Sure enough, Samuel became the greatest prophet in Israel’s history, 
who maintained direct communication with God throughout his life. In 
addition to Samuel, God gave Hannah 3 more sons and 2 daughters. 
When we are willing to give our best to God, He blesses us with more! 

2. Peter is in prison for preaching the gospel; 
the church prayed for his release. 
After the Christian faith began to take root, the religious Hebrew 
governor, King Herod Agrippa, arrested Peter and put him in prison. “So 
Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for 
him” (Acts 12:5).  

 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+12:5
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  One night, an angel appeared in Peter’s jail cell and led him out of the 
prison, through doors and past guards. Peter arrived at Mary’s house, 
where the church was gathered praying; the servant girl was so 
surprised, she forgot to let him right in the house. Sometimes, God 
answers our prayers so quickly, it surprises us! 

3. Jerusalem is under siege, so Hezekiah 
prays to save his people. 
The powerful Assyrian king Sennacharib had laid siege to Jerusalem. 
King Hezekiah, who told his people to keep their faith in God, prayed for 
delivery from their enemy: “And Hezekiah prayed to the Lord: ‘Now, O 
Lord our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all kingdoms on earth 
may know that you alone, O Lord, are God’” (1 Kings 19:20). 

That night, the angel of the Lord killed 85,000 Assyrian soldiers, which 
compelled the rest of the army to return home without a fight. Whenever 
God’s people follow His plan, He wages war on their behalf! 

4. Jairus asks Jesus to heal his daughter so 
she won’t die. 
Jairus, a synagogue ruler, risked his position in his faith community by 
making a request of the new religious teacher, Jesus, right in front of 
everyone: “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands 
on her so that she will be healed and live” (Mark 5:23).  

Jesus tested Jairus’ faith with a stop along the way to heal a sick woman, 
so before Jesus got to Jairus’ house, the little girl had already died. But 
Jesus was planning more than a healing—he told Jairus to believe. 
Jesus entered the house and raised the girl back to life! Jesus wants to 
exceed our hearts’ desires—he wants to resurrect our faith! 

5. Jesus prays for God’s will before His arrest 
and crucifixion. 
The night of Jesus’ betrayal, Jesus prayed alone in a garden, asking for 
God to protect His followers. Jesus agonized in prayer to God, saying, 
“‘Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but 
yours be done’” (Luke 22:42).  

May we learn to ask for God’s mercy, even while we commit to obey His will. 

Next month’s magazine will give a further 5 occasions in the Bible 
where prayer changed lives. 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1ki+19:20
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mr+5:23
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+22:42
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Evangelism is not some technique by the means of which people 

are persuaded to change their minds and think like us. Evangelism 

is the telling of good news, but what changes people’s minds and 

converts their wills is always the mysterious work of the sovereign Holy 

Spirit, and we are not permitted to know more than just a little of His 

secret working. Evangelism in the City by Bishop Lesslie Newbigin 

(submitted by Molly Sturt). 

 

 

  

“I am so glad that God 
doesn’t change like we do. This 
is why Paul could confidently 
write, “And I am sure of this, 
that he who began a good 
work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ” (Philippians 1:6). God 
will not begin a good work in us 
only to stop it and change His 
mind. If that were the case, 
what security would we have?” 

Charles Spurgeon 

“Do you know what hurts so 

very much? It's love. Love is the 

strongest force in the world, and 

when it is blocked that means 

pain. There are two things we can 

do when this happens. We can 

kill that love so that it stops 

hurting. But then of course part of 

us dies, too. Or we can ask God 

to open up another route for that 

love to travel.” 

Corrie Ten Boom 
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Help us Lord 
A Post-Easter Prayer 

How calm you were 
as you walked into the storm 

that was your crucifixion. 

How resolute you were 
as you turned your face 

and set your feet towards the cross. 

How sure you were ~ 
“No, it was for this very reason 

I came to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name.” 

How gracious you are with us, 
how patient and loving, 
sending the Holy Spirit 

to be our friend, our comforter, our guide. 

Help us Lord to be calm, 
help us to be resolute, 

help us to be sure of the faith on which we stand. 

Help us Lord to be your hands, 
your feet, your lips, your eyes 

in this troubled world. 

 

Written and submitted by 
Rosemary Hartley 
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The Gardeners’ Hymn 
 

All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 

But what we never mention though gardeners know it’s true, 
Is when He made the goodies He also made the baddies. 

All things spray and swattable, 
Disasters great and small, 
All things paraquatable, 

The Lord God made them all. 

The greenfly on the roses, the maggots in the peas, 
Manure that fills our noses, He also gave us these. 

All things spray and swattable… 

The fungus on the goosegogs, the club roots on the greens, 
The slugs that eat the lettuce, and chew the aubergines. 

All things spray and swattable… 

The drought that kills the fuchsias, the frost that nips the buds, 
The rain that drowns the seedlings, the blight that kills the spuds. 

All things spray and swattable… 

The midges and mosquitos, the nettles and the weeds, 
The pigeons in the green stuff, the sparrows on the seeds. 

All things spray and swattable… 

The fly that gets the carrots, the wasp that eats the plums, 
How black the gardeners’ outlook, though green may be  

his thumbs. 

All things spray and swattable… 

But still we gardeners labour, midst vegetables  
and flowers, 

And pray what hits our neighbours, will somehow 
bypass ours. 

All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 

© Barbara Robinson 
Submitted by Liz Heffer 
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Aaron Chloe Gideon Korah Rehab 
Abraham Daniel Goliath Nathan Riphath 
Baal Dorcas Haggai Og Uriah 
Balak Felix Hermon Omar Uri 
Cyrenius Festus Jeremiah Quirinius Zebadiah 

Word Search Puzzle 

Names in the Bible 

How many words can you find?  

Words can be found by reading forwards, backwards, diagonally, 

vertically or horizontally. No prizes – just for fun! 
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Otley Parish Church 

Groups and Activities 

Bell Ringers  Meg Morton  01943 461836 

Craftynuts / Scrapbooking Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Newall Ladies Fellowship Val Tait 01943 464032 

Men’s Group Robert Sharp 01943 513017 

Knit and Natter Jo Briscoe 01943 466515 

Steel Magnolias Shirley Parker 01943 466596 

Beer Festival Allan Boddy 01943 466182 

Local to Global  Georgina Drew 01943 465086 

(Leeds and Mumbai)  

The Sustainability Group Dave Cherry 01943 463896 

Flower Arranging Val Tait 01943 464032 

Welcome & Hospitality Jackie Hird 01943 462858  

Music Groups 

Worship Singing Team &  

ACTIVATE Band     Jamie Hudson 07539 118695 

Church Band & 

Church Choir Pam Beck 01943 462283 

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals  Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
      Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

Sunday Club Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Messy Church Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Uniformed Groups Bev and Mark Rothery 01943 467016 
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 Otley Parish Church 

Kirkgate ● Otley ● West Yorkshire 

Church Office: “The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS 

Church Administrator: Linda Sharp 

Telephone: 01943 465927   

Email: info@otleyparishchurch.org 

Website: www.otleyparishchurch.org 

 
Vicar  

Revd Graham Buttanshaw g.buttanshaw@gmail.com  01943 462240 

Curate 

Revd Jimmy Lawrence revjimmylawrence@gmail.com  

Honorary Curate 
Revd John Parkin jamparkin@talktalk.net   01943 466895 

Associate Priests 
Revd Roger Dedman roger.dedman@talktalk.net 01943 467540 
Revd Stewart Hartley sr.hartley47@gmail.com 01943 464106 

Reader  

Jackie Hird hirds@phonecoop.coop 01943 462858 

Churchwardens 
Barry Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472 
Allan Boddy allanboddy@sky.com 01943 466182 

Deputy Churchwardens  
Kevin Keefe kevin@keefe.org.uk 07753 982719 
Barbara Nicholls babs.nicholls@gmail.com 07747 848074 

PCC Secretary 
Rosemary Ellen rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 01943 467646 

PCC Treasurer  
Norman Barr otleybarrs@googlemail.com 01943 464382 

Baptism Co-ordinator 
Glynis Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472 

Church Magazine  
Church Office magazine@otleyparishchurch.org 01943 465927 
 

 

 

mailto:info@otleyparishchurch.org
http://www.otleyparishchurch.org/
mailto:g.buttanshaw@gmail.com
mailto:jimmylawrence@gmail.com
mailto:jamparkin@talktalk.net
mailto:hirds@phonecoop.coop
mailto:barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com
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