
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building in Otley – is at the 

heart of our town and, for over 1,000 years, people have been 

gathering here for worship and significant family and community 

events. There is a place for everyone, with Christ at the centre of 

it all. 

We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a journey of discovery, 

kindling hope as we go, helping one another to be more fully alive 

to the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d love you to share 

the journey with us. 

We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to Christ and 

in service to our local community. 

Join us in worshipping God together on Sundays and in daily life; 

be with us as we study and discern how to use the Bible in the 21st 

century; learn with us what it is to be 21st century disciples 

following Jesus and help us, with the other Churches in the town, 

to bring good news to Otley and far beyond. 

 

Who Are We? 
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Dear Friends 
 
You may have heard a story like this of one elderly couple who were troubled 
by hearing problems… 
 
John was becoming increasingly frustrated with his wife’s inability to hear 
what he said. “I can hear you quite well thank you,” Ada would say. 
 
So John told her he was going to test her hearing. Later that day, when Ada 
was in the kitchen, he went into the hall and asked in his normal voice, “What 
are you cooking for tea, my love?” No reply. 
 
John moved into the sitting room nearer to the kitchen and asked in the same 
voice, “What are you cooking for tea, my love?” No reply. 
 
Finally, John stood at the door of the kitchen and repeated, “What are you 
cooking for tea, my love?” Ada replied, “For the third time, John, I’m cooking 
chicken casserole!” 
 
A friend of mine was talking recently about the US Presidential election, 
pondering how Donald Trump came to be elected. He told me Hilary Clinton 
had written a book reviewing what happened. He hadn’t read the book but he 
had read several reviews of it in the press. He said the reviews could be 
summarised as, “Why everyone else was to blame for my failure to get 
elected.” 
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I don’t know if that is a fair summary or not. But I do know that both these 
situations illustrate a common human failing which we probably all share to 
some extent. We find it hard to admit our own weaknesses or failings. We 
can be very good at justifying ourselves, and letting others bear the blame. 
We can often think that the problem is with someone else when we may 
actually be the problem ourselves. Sorry may indeed be the hardest word. 
 
On a personal level this is destructive, since good relationships can only be 
built on honesty and a degree of self-awareness. On a bigger level, as a 
society, when we are blind to our own failings we find scapegoats, classes of 
people to blame. Usually people who are ‘not like us’. People we can label, 
make generalisations about, and readily de-humanise.  
 
In this scenario, where people lack the humility, or the wisdom, to 
acknowledge their failings, it is perhaps inevitable that people blame God for 
the bad things that happen in the world, while failing to credit him with all the 
good things. God is ‘in the dock’ and we are pointing the finger at him. 
 
A greater humility and honesty about our own failings allows us to receive the 
mercy of God. It enables us to discover that the fault lines in our own hearts 
and minds and souls are connected to the fault lines we see in other people, 
and in creation itself. All is in need of healing. And in discovering the healing 
mercy of God for ourselves, we are re-connected to the source of healing for 
all of creation. 
 
God is speaking to us all the time. Until we acknowledge that the problem of 
hearing him is with us not him, we can’t progress in the relationship, nor have 
we much to offer a world which is deaf to his voice.  
 
As Jesus said: Whoever has ears to hear – let them hear! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Vicar: Graham Buttanshaw 



3 
 

 

 

 

A New Look for our Church Logo? 
Our logo has been in existence for several years. It has a great design and 
makes a clear and meaningful statement. It was designed to be the “face” of 
Otley Parish Church. It is simple, memorable, timeless, appropriate and 
aesthetically pleasing. 

Why do we need to give it a new look? 
The logo hasn’t been replaced with a new one. Rather, the idea has been to 
enhance it and give it a more direct association with Otley Parish Church. 

Surely, it already has a close association with Otley 
Parish Church? 
Yes and no! The logo doesn’t obviously link to our church other than it 
usually sits somewhere alongside the Otley Parish Church wording. Different 
users of the logo often use varying typefaces, colours and sizes for the name 
of the church. Therefore, there is no consistency and, again, nothing to clearly 
associate it with Otley Parish Church. It could be used by any church 
anywhere in the world. Do we want that? 

We want it to be our logo. 

How have we achieved this ‘new look’ logo? 
The ‘new’ logo brings together two elements: 

1. The logo graphic  
2. The words Otley Parish Church 

These elements are wrapped up into an identifiable and consistent mark.  

Uniformity and consistency are most important in promoting any organisation 
or brand – even a church.  A logo should represent the cornerstone of the 
organisation and be easily recognisable and identifiable as belonging to that 
organisation. 

The typeface for our logo has been carefully chosen to keep the whole 
design clean, clear, modern and objective. 

There are certain circumstances where the logo design will vary slightly 
according to how much space is available. The two designs are shown on the 
next page. 

 

Stephen Hey 

‘New’ Church Logo 
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Both formats of the logo work well on a 
coloured background when the Otley 
Parish Church words are in reversed text 
This will only be used as and when 
appropriate. 

The ‘New’ Otley Parish Church Logo 
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IN CELEBRATION 

Kathleen Mary Breton 
Through the columns of the church magazine I would like to 
say a heartfelt thank you to the many members of Otley Parish 
Church who came to the service of celebration for Kathleen`s 
life, and who helped her on the way to a fuller life in the 
Communion of Saints.  

I received, and am still receiving, cards and 
messages of condolence, many referring to 
Kathleen`s capacity for friendship, be it 
collecting people for church, helping a new 
neighbour to settle in, taking folk for hospital 
appointments or simply ‘for being there’.  

Sam, our Nigerian godson, now a doctor in 
London, came to represent our many friends in 
Nigeria and Uganda. Several of our sons’ 
friends at school or university also came, 
remembering the large breakfasts Kathleen 
served! She sought out the best in people and 
would only settle for the best results or values 
in life.  

She bore her increasing illnesses with 
stoicism and I am sure she realised my daily 

presence and love. I am grateful for the faithful ministry of clergy and laity 
from the parishes of Otley, Ireland Wood and Baildon.  

Kathleen had, I found, two more loves in her life. The first was Acker Bilk, the 
singer, with whom she disappeared behind a theatre curtain. The other was 
Melvyn Bragg, University Chancellor, writer and broadcaster who 
autographed his book for her. 

After first spotting Kathleen in 1954 from the top of a Ledgard`s bus on our 
mutual way to a week-end retreat, I have much to recall and be thankful for to 
our Lord.  

David Breton   

Kathleen Mary Breton 
1932 - 2017 
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Hello Eileen, 

You’ve been associated with Otley Parish 

Church for more years than most of us 

have been alive! Some of us who are very 

new to the church may only know you by 

sight, especially because of your summer 

fashion wear – shorts! We’d all love to know 

a little more about you though, so hope you 

won’t mind answering a few questions about yourself. Thank you!  

Q. When were you born and where did you grow up?  
A. I was born in 1926 in Otley and have lived here ever since – that’s 
very nearly 91 years! 

Q. Where did you go to school and college?  
A. I went to North Parade Secondary School in Otley until I was 14 
years old. 

Q. How long have you been associated with Otley Parish Church?  
A. My family have been members of the church for more than 100 
years. I was christened here as a baby and then married here 20 years 
later. As a youngster, I regularly went to the Sunday school and later 
joined the Girls’ Friendly Society. I consider I’ve been a Christian ever 
since my christening.  

Q. How and when did you meet Maurice and how long have you 
been together?  

 

In the HOT seat…  
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A. I met Maurice, who is from Northern Ireland, when I was about 20 
years old. He was stationed at an army camp at Farnley Hall in Otley. 
We were married at Otley Parish Church in 1947 by the vicar, Canon 
Thomas Williams. 

Q. How many children do you have? What are their names and 
ages? 
A. I have one son, Paul (68). Also, two grandchildren, William (46) and 
Charlotte (42), and one great-grandson, Adam (8). 

Q. We presume you are retired now at the age of 90. What 
occupations have you had over the years?  
A. Yes, I am retired!! In my younger days, I was a dressmaker in 
Westgate, Otley. Later, I taught swimming at Otley’s Chippindale Pool. 

Q. Do you have a favourite Christian hymn or song?  
A. Yes, it’s the hymn that we sing in church from time to time, “The day 
Thou gravest, Lord, is ended, the darkness falls at Thy behest; to Thee 
our morning hymns ascended, Thy praise shall sanctify our rest.” 

Q. What kind of music do you like – anything in particular?  
A. I love all kinds of piano music – nothing specific. I also love brass 
and military bands. I love to listen to “Hear my prayer” by 
Mendelssohn, when played by a brass band. 

Q. Do you play a musical instrument?  
A. No! I did though have piano lessons as a young girl but dropped 
them at the outbreak of World War II. 

Q. Do you read books, Eileen?  
A. I’m far too busy to read books! However, I do read the Radio Times, 
especially to find out when Rugby Union matches are to be broadcast.  

Q. Do you have a favourite part of Yorkshire? 
A. It’s Filey, although I haven’t been there for many years. We often 
used to camp there most weekends in the summer. 

Q. Do you have a hobby or something you enjoy doing to relax?  
A. It may surprise you to know at my age that it’s walking, especially 
up the Chevin every day! It’s very relaxing on the way back down!  
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Q. What interesting and enjoyable things have you done in your 
very long life?  
A. Teaching children to swim. Although this was my job, I very much 
loved it. I enjoyed swimming in the Lake District. I also enjoyed 
running. I regularly ran around Wharfedale and did 10 mini-triathlons, 
the last one being when I was 70-years-old! Tap Dancing in Ilkley was 
something else I enjoyed. Also, I enjoyed playing badminton for the ICI 
club in the Harrogate league.  

Q. If you were to spend a whole year on your own on a desert 
island what luxury would you take with you?  
A. Chocolate drops! I love the chocolate drops from Patisserie 
Viennoise on Westgate, Otley. So, half a ton of these, please! 

Q. Which one word best describes your life right now? 
A. Fortunate.  

  

Eileen and Maurice Armstrong 
 at their wedding in 1947  
at Otley Parish Church. 
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MAN NAMED NOAH, living in England, had a dream. In it God 
said: ‘Once again, the earth has become wicked. Build me an ark, 
save two of every living thing, and a few good members of your 

family. 
‘You have six months to build the ark before I will start the unending 

rain.’ 
Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw Noah weeping but no 

sign of the ark. 
‘Noah!’ he roared, ‘I’m about to start the rain! Where’s the ark?’ 
‘Forgive me, Lord,’ begged Noah. ‘Things have changed since the first 

ark was built. I needed Building Regulations approval. The fire brigade 
said I needed a sprinkler system. My neighbours claim I should have 
planning permission for building the ark in my garden. The Department for 
Transport demanded a bond be posted for the cost of power l ines and 
other overhead obstructions, ready for the ark’s move to the sea. I told 
them that the sea would be coming to us, but… 

‘Getting the wood was another problem because of Tree Preservation 
Orders, and we’re in a Site of Special Scientific Interest se t up in order to 
protect the spotted owl. I said I needed the wood to save the owls, but…  

‘When I started gathering the animals, the RSPCA sued me. They 
insisted I was confining the animals against their will, the accommodation 
was constrictive, and it was cruel and inhumane to put so many animals in 
a confined space. 

‘The County Council, the Environment Agency, and the Rivers 
Authority ruled I could not build the ark until they’d conducted an 
environmental impact study on your proposed flood. 

‘I’m still trying to resolve a complaint with the Equal Opportunities 
Commission who object to me hiring my sons and the trade unions insist I 
use only unionised workers with ark-building experience.’ 

Noah was still speaking when suddenly the skies cleared, the sun 
began to shine and a rainbow stretched across the sky. Noah looked up in 
wonder: ‘You mean you’re not going to destroy the world?’ he asked. 

‘No,’ said the Lord. ‘The legislators beat me to it.’  

A 

A 
Cautionary 

Tale 
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Great 

Team 

Gardening 

Effort 
 

Our recent tidy up of the churchyard attracted 15 enthusiastic volunteer 
gardeners. We were delighted with the turnout, effort and team spirit of 
everyone. An amazing amount of work was achieved within just a 
couple of hours: 

• Removal of a dead tree by the Burras Lane entrance 
• Re-staking, weeding & aftercare for the10 young fruit trees 
• Strimming a path through the wildflower meadow to access the Irish 

Memorial 
• Removal of ivy on the tops of gravestones & where growing up the church 

walls 
• Removal of suckers around tree stumps & where growing close to 

gravestones 
• Raising of tree crowns to allow improved views across the church 

grounds. 
• Removal of dying thistles and a complete weeding & digging of the WW1 

flower bed 

Special thanks to Margaret Parkin who prepared ‘half-time' refreshing hot 
drinks & cakes during our gardening afternoon. 

Dave Cherry 
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CHRISTMAS is just three short months away and I am already 
thinking about organising the collection of shoeboxes.   

Operation Christmas Child is an initiative of Samaritan’s Purse UK, a 
Christian relief and development charity working amongst communities in 
need across Africa, Eastern Europe and Central Asia.  

If you would like to fill a shoebox with gifts for either boys or girls of 
various ages, I have some leaflets with guidelines to help you do this.  

Please see me at the 10am Church 
service or ring me on 01943 467099.  
I will leave some of the leaflets at the 
back of church for you to pick up.  

A small shoebox can have a big 
impact. What goes into the box is fun, 
but what comes out of it is eternal. Be a 

part of changing children's lives all over the world in Jesus' Name through 
the power of a simple gift. 

The gifts need to be with me by the second week in November at the 
latest so they can be they can be checked and prepared for sending to 
children throughout the world.    

 Margaret Turner  
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 The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good 
ending, and to have the two as close together as possible. – George Burns 

 A Sunday School teacher asked the children just before she sent them 
back into church, “Why is it necessary to be quiet in church?” Annie 
replied, “Because people are sleeping”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Favourite Hymns at Work and Play 

Dentist’s Hymn: Crown Him with Many Crowns 

Weather forecaster’s Hymn: There Shall Be Showers of Blessing 

Architect’s Hymn: The Church’s One Foundation 

Tailor’s Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy 

Golfer’s Hymn: There is a Green Hill Far Away 

Politician’s Hymn: Standing on the Promises 

Optometrist’s Hymn: Open My Eyes that I May See 

Taxpayer’s Hymn: I Surrender All 

Gossip’s Hymn: I Love to Tell the Story 
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SUNDAY 8th OCTOBER, 11am to 3pm 
It’s OPEN DAY at Martin House Hospice, Grove Road, Boston Spa – just a 
30-minute drive from Otley. There will be guided tours, talks and stalls. Light 
refreshments will also be available. Come along and find out more about the 
amazing hospice care this charity gives to children and young people. 

FRIDAY 13th OCTOBER, 7pm 
Here in Otley at M&Co in Orchard Gate is an evening Fashion Show to 
raise funds for Martin House. Tickets at £5 each are available from M&Co. 
There will be a raffle – the 1st prize being £250 (donated by the GMB 
Union). Light refreshments will be available. 

SATURDAY 28th OCTOBER, AM 
Buttercross, Market Place, Otley – Christmas Cards, books and 
homemade making stalls to raise funds for Martin House. It’s on your 
doorstep – come and spend a few coins! Also, can you provide some 
home-made cakes? All baking contributions will be gratefully received at 
the Buttercross on the Saturday morning. 

MARTIN HOUSE CHRISTMAS CARDS 
These will be on sale at each of the above events; also at the local Martin 
House Charity shops in Headingley and Wetherby. Unlike previous years, 
Liz Heffer won’t be selling Christmas Cards at the Friday or Saturday 
church cafés.  

Liz Heffer thanks everyone for their ongoing support.  



16 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TLEY is nearing the end of its fourth year delivering food 
parcels to those in need in Otley and the surrounding area. 
The Food Bank is run under the auspices of Churches 
Together in Otley, by volunteers from those churches and 

the wider community. 

We have food collection points in local churches, the Core, the Children’s 
Centre, Waitrose and Sainsbury’s. People continue to be really generous, 
allowing us to have a good stock of most food on our list, though we 
sometimes have to appeal for further supplies of some items. We are 
also trying to give toiletries, toilet rolls and sometimes cleaning products. 
We raise funds and apply for grants to purchase additional food and to 
provide seasonal items at times such as Christmas and Easter, when we 
gave Easter eggs to all children in the families who asked for our help. 
Though our main aim is to provide essential food items, recipients 
appreciate non-essential items too. 

People are very generous with their time, helping at the Food Bank, 
shelving new stock and making up parcels ready for volunteers to deliver 
to clients. 

Demand continues to be steady with approximately 250 parcels given out 
each year. 

We are very grateful to everyone’s continued support but hope one day 
we won’t be needed any longer! 

If you would like to offer some help, make a food donation, or know more 
about Otley Food Bank, please contact Shirley Parker, 01943 466956. 

 
 

O 
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If you would like to make regular food donations to Otley Food Bank or 
simply a one-off, we would be extremely grateful if you would provide one or 
more of the following which are the items we are usually the shortest of: 

   Bags of sugar 
   Instant coffee 
   Tinned meats 
   Long-life milk 
   Cartons of fruit juice 
   Tinned fruit and vegetables 
 Including tinned potatoes 
  Toiletries 

Please bring your donations to church on a 
Sunday, or if you are passing the church 
during the week there is a labelled box just 
inside the inner church doors on the right-
hand side.  

Many grateful thanks! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas will very soon be here! 
Lots of activities will be happening! 
We’d love you to get involved… 

…especially involved in our Christmas 
Choir. 

If you enjoy singing, Pam Beck would 
love to hear from you – ladies and men. 

We have a shortage of male singers so your help and contribution will be 
more than appreciated and will add a special depth to our singing. Don’t 
delay – rehearsals have already started! 

If you’re new to Otley Parish Church then by joining our Christmas choir you’ll 
discover lots more about all the things we do as a church at this time of year. 

Pam Beck, 01943 462283 
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FATSO is a monthly prize draw for anyone who wants to win a prize and 
contribute to Otley Parish Church funds. 

The monthly draw is made at the Falcon Club in Westgate where everyone is 
welcome to Social Get-togethers. Most evenings are completely free, but 
occasionally, depending on the entertainment, there may be a small charge. 
Savoury snacks are included in the evening. There is usually a raffle for “Hug 
on a Tray” which benefits all haematology patients whether on the wards or 
as out-patients, at the Bexley Wing, St James’s Hospital, Leeds. 

A monthly numbered draw ticket costs £5. You can choose which number 
you’d like from a list of available ones. You have the chance to win up to 
£135! The winner gets 60% of the total amount of cash available and the 
church receives the remaining 40%. 

If you’d like to know more about FATSO, have a word with Margaret Turner 
or Lesley Noble. 

FATSO winners so far this year (with ticket number): 

January Tom Morton  (39) 
February Jamie Hudson  (34) 

March  Lesley Noble  (53) 
April  Shirley Parker  (23) 

May  R & J Parkin  (43) 
June  Jane Leah  (66) 

July  Graham Buttanshaw (28) 
August  John Parkin  (09) 

September Pam Beck  (52) 
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“Seeking peace in a time of war” was the recent title in Scripture 
Union’s Daily Bread Bible reading notes*; I’d like to share this part:  

‘Pete Greig, founder of the 24/7 prayer movement, has a helpful way to 
think about how to pray for war zones, natural disasters and other 
overwhelming world events.  

Pray for the People – those who are grieving, bereaved, displaced or 
injured;  

Pray for the Pastors or Priests – these people have their greatest 
ever ministry opportunity, just when they too are dealing with the same 
trauma;  

Pray for Politicians – those in the country and in the international 
community who are seeking to restore order and provide aid;  

Pray for Peacemakers – the NGOs and aid agencies working on the 
ground to meet the immediate and long-term needs such as tending 
wounds, delivering food and water, reuniting families and rebuilding 
communities.’ 

Now this is something we all can do when we see and hear of all the 
terrible events happening in our world. 

Molly Sturt 

*If you want to know more about daily Bible reading notes, have a 
word with Molly Sturt or Lesley Noble. 

  

Seeking PEACE in a Time of War 
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Vicar  

Revd Graham Buttanshaw g.buttanshaw@gmail.com  01943 462240 

Curate 

Revd Jimmy Lawrence revjimmylawrence@gmail.com  

Associate Priests 
Revd Roger Dedman roger.dedman@talktalk.net 01943 467540 
Revd Stewart Hartley sr.hartley47@gmail.com 01943 464106 
Revd John Parkin jamparkin@talktalk.net 01943 466895 

Readers  

Janet Buttanshaw buttanshawje@gmail.com 01943 462240 

Jackie Hird hirds@phonecoop.coop 01943 462858 

Churchwarden 
Barry Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472  

Deputy Churchwardens  
Kevin Keefe kevin@keefe.org.uk 07753 982719 
Barbara Nicholls babs.nicholls@gmail.com 07747 848074 

PCC Secretary 
Rosemary Ellen rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 01943 467646 

PCC Treasurer  
Norman Barr otleybarrs@googlemail.com 01943 464382 

Baptism Co-ordinator 
Glynis Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472 

Church Magazine Editor  
Stephen Hey magazine@otleyparishchurch.org 01943 465927 
 

 

 

  

Otley Parish Church 
Kirkgate ● Otley ● West Yorkshire 

Church Administrator:  Linda Sharp 

Church Office:  
“The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS 

Telephone: 01943 465927 
Email: otleyparishchurch.org 

parishchurchotley 

urchotley 

@otleyallsaints 

mailto:g.buttanshaw@gmail.com
mailto:jimmylawrence@gmail.com
mailto:jamparkin@talktalk.net
mailto:buttanshawje@gmail.com
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mailto:magazine@otleyparishchurch.org
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Otley Parish Church 

Groups and Activities 

Bell Ringers  Meg Morton  01943 461836 

Craftynuts / Scrapbooking Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Newall Ladies Fellowship Val Tait 01943 464032 

Men’s Group Robert Sharp 01943 513017 

Knit and Natter Jo Briscoe 01943 466515 

Steel Magnolias Shirley Parker 01943 466956 

Beer Festival Allan Boddy 01943 466182 

Local to Global  Georgina Drew 01943 465086 

(Leeds and Mumbai)  

The Sustainability Group Dave Cherry 01943 463896 

Flower Arranging Val Tait 01943 464032 

Welcome & Hospitality Jackie Hird 01943 462858  

Music Groups 

Worship Singing Team &  

ACTIVATE Band     Jamie Hudson 07539 118695 

Church Band & 

Church Choir Pam Beck 01943 462283 

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals  Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
      Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

Sunday Club and 7up Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Messy Church Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Uniformed Groups Bev and Mark Rothery 01943 467016 

Youth Group Jimmy Lawrence 

  revjimmylawrence@gmail.com  
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