Who Are We?

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building in Otley – is at the
heart of our town and, for over 1,000 years, people have been
gathering here for worship and significant family and community
events. There is a place for everyone, with Christ at the centre of
it all.
We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a journey of discovery,
kindling hope as we go, helping one another to be more fully alive
to the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d love you to share
the journey with us.
We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to Christ and
in service to our local community.
Join us in worshipping God together on Sundays and in daily life;
be with us as we study and discern how to use the Bible in the 21st
century; learn with us what it is to be 21st century disciples
following Jesus and help us, with the other Churches in the town,
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond.

C O N T E N T S

01

Graham
writes his
monthly letter
about feeling
our age

10

Help is
needed with
our church
website and
Facebook

21

John Parkin
celebrates
his retirement
– albeit
belatedly

03

Stewart
Hartley is In
the Hot Seat

12

Looking back
at some
events in
2017

25

Some
encouraging
Bible verses

07

Au revoir to
Sue and John
McKenzie

19

Looking
forward to
some events
in 2018

27

The Heritage
Tour looks at
our Anglian
crosses

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH

Kirkgate  Otley  West Yorkshire  LS21 3HW

Vicar: The Reverend Graham Buttanshaw
Registered Charity Number 1153498

 Every year, Churches Together in Otley, with lots of

community help, put up the Chevon Cross for 2 weeks either
side of Easter.
 This year will mark the 50th anniversary of the first time the

cross was raised, in 1968.
 To celebrate this anniversary, Churches Together are making

a booklet to record memories and reflections on what the cross
means to people in Otley and surrounding areas.
 Do you have a memory or a reflection you’d like to contribute?

My memory / My reflection is:

I am happy for my name to be included in the booklet and in
any other publicity about the Chevin Cross (please tick the box)
Name: _______________________________________________
Contact telephone or email: _____________________________
Please return this to Otley Parish Church as soon as possible but
no later than Sunday 18th February
More of these flyers are available on the display table in the church

GRAHAM

Dear Friends,
I went to see the latest Star Wars film with my son Tim a few weeks ago. He
got the student rate of £7.00. I was surprised to find that the total cost for our
tickets was £14.00. The mathematicians among you will quickly work out that
I paid the same price as Tim. But I’m not a student.
When I looked at the ticket I had been given it said ‘SENIOR’. Apparently,
you need to be over 60 to get this discount at a regular showing. I’M NOT
ANYWHERE NEAR THAT AGE I screamed inside. Not quite truthfully. And
not loud enough for the man behind the counter to hear. I’m not opposed to a
discount. But at the cost of being an OLD AGE PENSIONER???
I was immediately reminded of the last time I can remember being humiliated
about my age with Tim. It was a long time ago and he was a toddler. We
were on a ferry crossing to France, and Tim was on my shoulders as we
watched a magician doing a kids’ show. When volunteers were asked for,
Tim’s hand went straight up (just as it has done ever since in any situation
where volunteers are asked for!).
The magician pointed and called him out: “Yes, you on your grandad’s
shoulders”. Grandad? GRANDAD??? I may have had grey hair but I wasn’t a
day over 40. Well, maybe 43. Okay I was 44.
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One much-loved elderly member of our congregation used to say “The best
is yet to come.” She meant eternal life. On other occasions, feeling the
frustrations of old age, she would say “well, at least it’s better than the
alternative.” Obviously, there is a conflict between these sentiments but they
are both real, and in different ways they both express optimism and humour.
Great qualities in the face of any struggle.
When Mary and Joseph bring the baby Jesus into the Temple in Jerusalem,
they meet Simeon and Anna. Two elderly people. Both are faithful, patient
and deeply spiritual. They recognise who Jesus is. They honour him, and
they have an honourable place in his story.
By the end of 2018, if we are spared, we will all be a year older. We will also
have had many opportunities to grow spiritually. Could we grow a year wiser,
a year more secure in God’s love? What can help that happen?
We have many examples to learn from in Scripture and in our community
today. A good sense of humour and some words of St Paul may help all of us
who are feeling our age:
“Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.” (2 Corinthians
4:16)
With much love,

Vicar: Graham Buttanshaw
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In the HOT seat…
Stewart Hartley
Hello Stewart,
We know you’ve been coming to
Otley Parish Church for a few years.
Some of us know you very well;
others of us may know you by sight
but not really know much about you
and wonder why we don’t see you
more often. We’d all love to know a
little more about you, so hope you won’t
mind answering a few questions about
yourself. Thank you!
Q. When were you born and where did you grow up?
A. I was born in Nelson, Lancashire in 1947. That was the first miracle
in my life. Mum fell in the terrible snows of 1946 and nearly lost me!
The second miracle occurred 18 months later when, thanks to early
antibiotics, I survived pneumonia.
Q. Where did you go to school, college, university?
A. I had an indifferent school life, due in a great part to a very bad
stammer. I was challenged to ask God to cure me and over the next
year or so the stammer went! This I see as the third miracle in my life.
While serving an apprenticeship I persisted in night school eventually
getting on to a degree course in Preston. I qualified as an Electrical
Engineer in 1972 and got a post as a Junior Engineer with Marconi
Communications in Chelmsford, Essex. The fourth miracle!
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Q. When did you become a Christian?
A. I had been around the fringes of Church most of my early life but
like many teenagers I drifted. Moving to Chelmsford and knowing noone, I was welcomed into the Parish Church near the hostel where I
was living and met lovely believing Christians. It was there I asked
Jesus into my life and experienced a peace I never knew before; the
great fifth miracle of my journey. I was doing well in my job and
progressing up the ladder when I began to be challenged about
offering my life in full-time Christian Service. I was encouraged to
explore ordained ministry, not really expecting to be accepted, but I
was! The sixth miracle!
Q. When and where did you meet Rosemary and how long have
you been married?
A. I went to train at St John’s College, Nottingham in 1978 and on the
welcome weekend I was introduced to a lovely young lady who ran the
college bookshop alongside Christian Unity Bookshop in the city
centre. Her name was Rosemary and she was the darling of the
college. She was far too good for me I thought but, hey, in 1980
another miracle; the seventh! We were married in November of that
year and have just celebrated our 37th anniversary.
Q. How many children do you have? What are their names and
ages?
A. The first few years of our married life were not easy. After ordination
we moved to a curacy in Lancashire and it was during those years that
Rosemary had several miscarriages. But then after resting for almost 6
months our beautiful daughter, Jude, was born. Jude is our eighth
miracle; even the consultant said so! She is 34 now and a training
consultant with Deloitte’s; she lives in London.
Q. Where has your ministry taken you? Do you still serve?
A. After my curacy I was sent back to Nelson! By this time the town
was in decline, the mills were closing and there was a large and
growing immigrant population. Initially, we lived on a problem estate as
there was no vicarage and the church was at rock bottom. Nineteen
years later through a whole series of miracles we had a new church, a
lively growing congregation and flourishing community and with
children’s work. Then it was time to move. To cut a long story short I
was appointed to the parish of Bermondsey – a parish just east of
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Tower Bridge, between the river and the Old Kent Rd. With a
magnificent Waterloo Church and an east end dockers community it
was in rapid change. I was appointed in 2002 and retired to Otley in
2012. Those 10 years saw the parish transformed into a multi-national
community with over 1,000 new flats being built during that time. It was
an amazing 10 years but by then needing a younger man. Now in
retirement I am looking after 2 parishes in the city centre of Bradford,
hoping they will soon get a vicar, and also helping out at local village
churches which are also in vacancy. That’s why you don’t see me that
often on a Sunday.
Q. Do you have brothers and sisters – where do they live?
A. I have one sister, Susan, who lives in Accrington. She has just
retired as Director of Clinical Services with Manchester Royal hospital.
She and her husband Roger have two daughters and 4 grandchildren
with another on the way. Her retirement is not restful!
Q. Why did you choose to live in Otley?
A. As we approached retirement we had to find somewhere to live, as
vicars live in tied houses and we had only a little saved up. So we
prayed, and again to cut a long story short were led to Otley and found
a house we could just afford. But our next priority, having found a
lovely town, was what was the local church like? So we came to a
Sunday Service and experienced the All Saints welcome; that
confirmed it for us. Five years later and we are more sure than ever
this was the Lord’s blessing. Another miracle. I’ve lost count how many
it is now!
Q. Do you have a favourite verse of Scripture? If so, what is it?
A. Too many, but if I have to choose one it has to be John 3:16, “God
so loved the world that he sent his only Son so that all who believe in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.”
Q. Do you have a favourite Christian hymn or song?
A. It often changes. At the moment it is “10,000 reasons (Bless the
Lord)”.
Q. Do you like classical music? Do you have a favourite piece?
A. I love classical music and it has to be Bach.
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Q. What about modern songs or music – anything in particular?
A. Roberta Flack – Ballad of the Sad Young Men, Written during the
Vietnam War but so relevant for today. Google it, but don’t worry if you
cry. Use it as a launch pad for prayer.
Q. Can you play a musical instrument?
A. I have tried hard to learn the piano but just don’t have the gift.
Q. Do you have a favourite part of Yorkshire that you like to
visit?
A. All of it!
Q. Is there somewhere you would like to go on holiday where
you’ve not been before, regardless of expense?
A. No! Give me the Lake District every time.
Q. A book you really enjoyed reading? Any special reason?
A. John Steinbeck’s “Grapes of Wrath”. It haunts me and is full of
insightful cameos relevant for today.
Q. Do you have a hobby or something you enjoy doing to relax?
A. Restoring vintage radios and record players!
Q. What would be your favourite meal – 2 or even 3 courses?
A. Italian food: a late in life discovery.
Q. If you were to spend a whole year on a desert island on your
own what luxury would you take with you?
A. Along with the Bible, “Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole
Bible”.
Q. Which one word best describes your life right now?
A. Fulfilled! Writing this profile has made me realise my life has been
full of miracles. I hope my story helps you to see how many miracles
there are in your own life and to know Jesus as your Lord, Saviour and
Friend.
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SOME FOLK are part of a church family for only a short period of time
but somehow manage to make a big difference. They just get stuck in.
Sue and John McKenzie are these kinds of people.
Messy Church benefitted enormously from Sue’s experience, ideas, and
practical skills as well as her obvious love for God. Not only involved in
planning and taking part on the day itself, Sue also undertook lots of behind
the scenes preparation for craft activities.
We will miss all that Sue, along with John, brought to Messy Church and
other activities they were involved with in the church.
John was the leader of our Prayer Ministry team. He was also much involved
through Churches Together in Otley in promoting how we as a small, very
friendly market town welcome refugees and asylum seekers.
We wish Sue and John God’s richest blessing as they move on to pastures
new in Ulverston, Lancashire.

► It would be foolish to ask anyone to step into Sue and John’s shoes – we
all feel much more comfortable wearing our own shoes! However, a busy,
vibrant church like ours does need a whole variety of skills and abilities to
keep it functioning effectively. I wonder if there are ways that you could get
“stuck in” at Otley Parish Church this coming year? – Eileen Barr
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Something you may not know about
SUE MCKENZIE
While living on the Isle of Man and being part of the Ramsey Elim
Pentecostal Church, Sue McKenzie was approached to contribute to a
regular column in the Isle of Man Independent Newspaper. The column,
entitled “Thought for the Week”, ran for a number of years in the early 1990s
and was written by members of the Elim churches in Ramsey and Douglas.
Over a period of eighteen months, Sue wrote twenty articles sharing her faith
from the perspective of a wife and mother of three young children, often
using the everyday events of family life to illustrate Biblical truths and
encourage readers in their faith.
Here is the second of the articles Sue wrote twenty-six years ago this month.

Smoothaght Yn Shiaghtin
(Thought for the Week)
14.02.92
True Love
UNLESS YOU LIVE on a different planet,
you can hardly have failed to notice that
today is Valentine’s Day. Traditionally, this
is the day for declaring undying affection to
that special person in your life – albeit
anonymously.
I have to say that if my beloved runs true
to form I’ll be lucky to get a cup of tea in
bed; hearts and flowers aren’t quite his
style. That is always assuming he actually
remembers the date anyway. Sometimes I
suspect he does live on another planet.
Media hype very much pressures us into
believing that we need to prove the depth of
our love in material terms. Personally, I
don’t love my husband any the less
because he fails miserably in comparison to
the stereotyped romantic with the big box of chocolates and bunch of flowers
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(not that I would refuse them if he offered). In fact, it’s the constancy and day
to day demonstration of John’s love for me that I appreciate much more than
a once a year splurge!
So it is with God’s love for us; in fact through Jesus we actually have the
best of both worlds. In the Bible Jesus tells us that, “Greater love has no-one
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). Jesus never
asked of anybody anything he was not prepared to do himself; he went to the
cross at Calvary as the ultimate display of his absolute love for us. What’s
wonderful, however, is that having made that greatest of all gestures of love
in dying, Jesus came back to life and still he lives, showing his love on a daily
basis for his “friends”, i.e. those who obey his commands (John 15:14).
As a Christian I can bear personal witness to Jesus’ day to day
demonstration of his love for me in his provision for my needs and his
answers to my prayers. To me, true love is that the Saviour prepared to die
so that I might have life abundantly and eternally.

Winter Shapes
Bare trees in a winter sky.
Standing starkly, upright and still
Beautiful in their bleakness
In the evening sun
Yet through their branches shines
the light
Clear and true as dusk draws near
My heart is warmed as I look and see
Wondering if it could really be true
Empty and barren though I am
that the light of Christ
Can shine through me?
© Eileen Barr
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OTLEY PARISH CHURCH WEBSITE has been running in its present form for
approaching 3 years and the work involved has been done by just a couple of
people. The church has grown in a number of ways during this time and, whilst
the website is working well, a number of the pages could do with some
updating and I would welcome some new ideas and input. Help with this and
the on-going maintenance of the website would be really appreciated.
Similarly, with regard to the church’s Facebook page, posting is
somewhat sporadic, and we would like to build on this. The page
gets good responses and is an important way to connect with the
Otley community and beyond and we would like to be more
frequent, and hence more visible, with our postings.
If you have experience with websites and feel that you would like to help, or if
you are a keen Facebooker and want to talk about getting involved with the
team, then please do speak to me in church or as below.
Kevin Keefe
01943 466177
07753 982719

Maybe you’ve never looked at our website.
Have a look today!

www.otleyparishchurch.org

kevin@keefe.org.uk
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The following few pages look back at some of the
events held in church last year, and look at some
of the events planned for the coming year.
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at Otley Parish Church
CHRISTMAS 2017 WAS BUSY. Very busy! There was the Christmas
Tree Festival, Concerts, Carol Services, a Nativity Service, Christingle
Services, a Midnight Communion Service, the Christmas Day Service.
And crowds of people. in just two days 1,300 people attended
Christingle Services and concerts let alone all the other events in
Christmas week!
Here are some photographs of just a few of the events that took place.

Phoebe Pettinger (left) and Anna Smith (right) wait patiently for their
moment on stage at our annual nativity play. (Photo: Bethany Clarke)
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The nativity play draws to a close following the birth of baby Jesus.
(Photo: Bethany Clarke)

This is one of two Christingle Services held on Christmas Eve, both of
which were very crowded with 700 adults and 270 children attending.
There was a collection held in aid of the Children’s Society which
raised £2,0009. (Photo: Ken Dale)
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The Christmas Tree Festival was another hugely popular event over
four days between 6th and 9th December. There were 40 decorated
Christmas trees, each supporting a local charity or community group.
They raised in excess of £2,500.

Just some of the wonderful
events that took place in the lead
up to Christmas: Concert by
Woolpack Ukelele Orchestra
(Upper left), The Young’uns:
“We Three Sings” (Upper right),
Yan Tan Tether (Lower left).
Several local schools also took
part including, St Joseph’s,
Westgate, The Whartons and All
Saints School Choirs. (Photos:
Ken Dale)
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I

HAVE been thinking about 2017 and whether anything stood out for me.
Amongst all the news we had during the year, much of which was
extremely worrying and saddening, I find myself looking at the issue of
Mental Health.
Last year saw a shift in opinion of the acceptance of mental health which has
been particularly highlighted and led by Princes William and Harry,
Archbishop Justin Welby, sportspersons as well other high-profile people,
most of whom have been brave enough to tell their story and journey through
very difficult times. It is not easy to talk about painful memories of mental
health problems and these people have been brave enough to tell their story.
Mental health has long been the poor relation of the NHS and I am pleased
to see it getting a higher profile in the understanding and acceptance that
mental health problems are just as serious as other medical problems which
people face on a day to day basis. For those who suffer from depression or
anxiety it is a damaging and complex illness affecting almost every family at
some time during their lives. For the sufferer it is a dark and terrifying
experience. It means the withdrawal of the person from the realities around
them.
It is a lonely journey into the unknown which can lead to addiction, loneliness,
homelessness, severe anorexia and bulimia, and death in some cases.
Suicide is all too often the outcome as individuals struggle to accept how they
feel especially knowing that those around them do not understand what you
are going through. Why? Because it is often invisible. There is still the idea
that you can pull yourself together, and believe me you can’t. In my
experience people see that you have a lovely family, a home, a good job, all
that you could wish for and so why on earth do you have depression – but
pulling yourself together is not an option if you are really ill.
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What if the sufferer is hospitalised? Believe me this is an additional horrible
and stigmatising experience. Imagine being locked away, you are amongst
strangers all of whom have their own mental illness to deal with, not being
able to talk to anyone, no privacy and the professionals doing all sorts of
things to try to improve your mental health. Everyone’s experiences are
different and often the drugs have many side effects before helping a person
to cope with their symptoms.
There is a stigma about mental health. Often when the sufferer begins to
improve they do not want to talk about it in case other people think you are
someone to avoid. That stigma still exists today but I am hoping that with the
new openness in how we view mental health, those who often suffer in
silence will feel able to talk about their experiences without feeling that they
have done something terribly wrong.
Why write to a church magazine about this issue?
Churches have a unique role to play in supporting a person with mental
health. We ourselves can be open to our own mental health issues and to be
brave enough to tell our story not looking for sympathy, but finding
understanding and love. Often the family initially is unaware of what is
happening to the person they love and the strain of supporting a loved one is
immense. Church families can make sure the family is safe and thought of.
Visiting or telephoning too is an important part of care, as is prayer. Love is
powerful and as Christians we are asked to love our neighbour. None of this
is easy. It takes tremendous understanding and patience to be on the journey
with a person who is mentally ill together with their family.
I believe that 2017 has broken the taboo of being able to talk about mental
health in a more understanding, open and safe environment and to look at
ways in which we, as a church, can be more aware of the effects of mental
illness on individuals and their families.

Thus says the Lord, Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I
have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers,
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you
shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.”
Isaiah 43: 1-2
16

Looking
Back

to 2017

NEWALL LADIES FELLOWSHIP meets at Newall Church Hall on the
second Monday of each month – except for July, when we go out for
lunch, and August when we are on holiday! Our recent AGM was an
opportunity to look back over 2017 and at the interesting and varied
programme we enjoyed.
The gremlins, however, had several attempts to disrupt it. Thanks
though to Jean, we had fun with an impromptu quiz in February when
illness prevented us from having a laugh with Pat Clough. Then in
October, when the
scheduled speakers had a
last-minute problem with
the date, Olive was able to
arrange for Betty
Hutchinson to present one
of her delightful anthologies
of words and music on the
theme of Night and Day.
So, despite the gremlins,
our monthly meetings
continued to inform and
entertain.

Newall Ladies Fellowship members, old
and new, enjoying a post-Christmas lunch
at The Wharfedale, Arthington.
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In March, author Frances
Brody told us how her
writing career had
developed and how local
people and places had
inspired her novels. In April,
Keith Tordoff and his wife
told us the history behind
the traditional sweets of our

childhood, many of which are still stocked by the oldest sweetshop in
the world in Pateley Bridge.
Meg Morton, in May, explained how the Spencer family – Frederick,
Sybil and their son Robin – had created York Gate Garden in Adel. By
way of contrast we had some down-to-earth Yorkshire Dialect from Eric
Skaife in June.
When we reconvened in September, it was to ‘Landscape, Lifeboats
and Smugglers’ and Alan Sheath’s photographs and stories from the
Isle of Wight where he had been brought up. Then, after our musical
interlude in October, it was back to history again in November, when
Stuart Pickersgill of Otley Museum showed us old photographs of the
Japanese Garden and Queen’s Hall; also of various landmarks in and
around Otley. He showed us modern photographs of the same places
illustrating what has and has not changed. In December, our Advent
recollections were led by Rev. Jimmy Lawrence and enhanced by
beautiful recordings of choral settings of the Magnificat and Nunc
Dimittis.
2018 promises to be equally interesting and varied. We are always
happy to welcome visitors and potential new members. For more
information, please contact Val Tait on 01943 464032.
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OTLEY CHORAL SOCIETY
75th ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
Saturday 24th March
7.30pm
Schubert: Mass in G
Andrew Carter: Musick’s Jubilee
Tickets: £12, available from Brown’s Gallery, Wesley Street,
Otley, or from ticketsecretary@otleychoral.org.uk

MESSY CHURCH
Sunday 25th March
3.00pm to 5.00pm
Messy Church is a hugely
popular occasion for families of
all ages to come along and enjoy
making things around a theme from the
Bible. We hear a story, sing a song and enjoy
some food together. All accompanied children are very
welcome – and it’s free for everyone!
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PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION
by OTLEY CAMERA CLUB
Saturday 7th April
12.30pm to 4.30pm (Free entry)
7.30pm to 9.30pm, Cheese & Wine Reception (Tickets £5)
Sunday 8th April
12.30pm to 4.30pm (Free entry)
The exhibition includes prints for sale and a digital screen display in
the Parish Room where refreshments will also be available.

OUT OF HIS HEAD
Wednesday 18th April
7.15pm
Features Adrian and Bridget Plass,
and the Searchlight Theatre Company

Adrian Plass is a well-known British author and speaker who writes
primarily Christian humour, but also short stories, Bible Commentaries
and novels with a more serious tone.
His most popular books are a series concerning The Sacred Diary of
Adrian Plass which is a humorous, fictional satire of Christian life and
which has sold over a million copies worldwide.
The event is sponsored by World Vision and there will be an appeal on
their behalf before the interval.
Tickets: £8 in advance; £10 on the door. Available from Otley Parish
Church Office 01943 465927 or email info@otleyparishchurch.org
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Thank
You!

Back in May last year, John Parkin retired from his role as Honorary Curate at
Otley Parish Church. As a retirement gift the church gave him a voucher for
Buon Apps Italian Restaurant in Otley.
John resisted temptation for a long time to use it, but finally last month he and
Margaret, together with a friend, thoroughly enjoyed a lovely meal at the
restaurant. They had been patiently waiting for almost eight months for the
new and impressive Buon Apps River Lounge and Restaurant on Mill Way to
open. In the photo above, John is clearly enjoying his meal and making good
use of his voucher! He is very grateful to the church for this kind gift.
21
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We are looking for members to join our Committee,
especially someone who can take on
the role of Secretary.
We meet every two months on the 2nd Wednesday of
the month at 7.30pm for a couple of hours.
Our main purpose is to manage and maintain the
Scout & Guide headquarters on Burras Lane, Otley,
as well as organising fundraising events.
If you think you might be able to help, please contact
our Chair, Dave Martin on daveym@talktalk.net

Thank you!
MAGAZINE COPY DATE
Copy Date for the

MARCH EDITION 2018
of our Church Magazine is

SUNDAY 18th FEBRUARY 2018
News and feature articles will
be gratefully received.
Please submit them to

stephenhey@gmail.com
24
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The below Scriptures will offer encouragement in your daily life and
provide inspiration and strength as you cope with life’s challenges. God’s
plan for your life is that you have joy and live life to the full.

1 Thessalonians 5:11 Therefore encourage one another and
build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.

Isaiah 40:31 But those who hope in the LORD will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and grow
not weary, they will walk and not be faint.

Isaiah 43:2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will
not set you ablaze.

Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD
your God will be with you wherever you go.

Psalm 31:24 Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the
LORD.

John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and
do not be afraid.
25
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Our feature this month is the sixth in our fascinating Heritage
Tour series compiled by Allan Boddy and Margaret Parkin. The
series explores many aspects of the history and heritage of Otley
Parish Church buildings and its artefacts.
This month, Allan Boddy looks at our Anglian Cross fragments –
what we’ve got and what we should consider doing with them.

Displaying the
Anglian Crosses

I

N 1931 Otley Parish Church held celebrations to mark its 1300th
anniversary. Charles Walker, who wrote the souvenir booklet to
accompany the celebrations, did acknowledge that ‘the origin of Otley
Church is almost lost in the annals of antiquity’ and that maybe a foundation
date of 631 was a little too precise given the limited evidence available but he
also emphasised that our Anglian cross fragments are clear evidence of a
very long history of religious observance on the site where the Parish Church
now stands.
In her article in the November magazine Margaret Parkin noted that our
crosses were erected to indicate a place where villagers could meet with
missionaries from York, Beverley or Ripon until such time as church buildings
were erected and, according to Professor Collingwood who has studied the
crosses in depth, they cover a period from before 750 to the Norman
Conquest. Professor Collingwood has also commented on the quality of our
stones describing the largest of the fragments as ‘one of the most artistic and
perfect of all Anglian monuments.’
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Our crosses have lived through turbulent times and received some rough
treatment. Some pieces of the crosses were scattered around the churchyard
whilst others had been used as filling in the walls and chancel arch.

Anglian Cross dates
from the 8th century

Anglian Cross dates
from the 9th century

Anglian Cross dates
from the 10th century

Anglian Cross dates from the
11th century
Happily, in some respects, we live in more enlightened times and have a little
more respect for ancient monuments and artefacts from the past. The
Anglian crosses, once discovered and identified, have been put on display in
various locations in the church including what is now the Parish Room and
28

the area near the Fairfax tomb. Sadly, it was not possible to leave the
crosses on display during the recent reordering and they had to be moved
into storage on the mezzanine. With the completion of the reordering it is now
the aim of the church to put the crosses back on public display but where,
how and who pays are questions which have to be answered.

Where, How and Who?
We hope that the answer to who pays will be the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Earlier this year I submitted a Project Enquiry Form to the Heritage Lottery
Fund outlining what I hoped to do and got a very helpful response from our
assigned case worker, Katherine Boardman. Based on her advice I fleshed
out my outline which now focuses not only on displaying and interpreting the
crosses but also on ways in which we can use them to make people more
aware of their Anglo-Saxon heritage, in particular through developing a
project with local schools centred round the crosses. The Heritage Lottery
Fund places great emphasis on outcomes for people as well as outcomes for
heritage.
I am now trying to get to grips with the where and how questions but before I
can deal with them it is important to be clear about what we have actually
got. Professor Collingwood describes Otley as having eighteen cross
fragments but visitors to the mezzanine will realise at once that we don’t have
eighteen fragments in the church. In fact, we have ten, the rest being in the
safe keeping of Otley Museum.
It has been argued that we have four fragments of a single cross which
makes a reconstruction of the cross a possibility. However, experts question
whether one of the four fragments is of the same date as the other three and
it is evident that another of the fragments is in poor shape. To try to
reconstruct a cross would involve a lot of guess work; would be expensive
and would leave the best piece at ground level and difficult to view.
On the basis of my own reading and talking to people who have come to view
the cross fragments it is clear that we have six to eight fragment which are in
good or very good condition and which cover the period from the 8th to the
11th century. It is my view that these should be put on display and lit in such
a way as to allow visitors to see the carvings on the fragments in all their
glory. We need to decide where they should be displayed and how much it
will cost to put them on display. We also need to decide what we do with the
fragments which aren’t going to be put on public display.
 I will aim to give you regular updates on how the project is progressing, but
I need help to take this forward. I hope that anyone interested in getting
involved with this project will let me know.
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