Who Are We?

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building in Otley – is at the
heart of our town and, for over 1,000 years, people have been
gathering here for worship and significant family and community
events. There is a place for everyone, with Christ at the centre of
it all.
We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a journey of discovery,
kindling hope as we go, helping one another to be more fully alive
to the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d love you to share
the journey with us.
We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to Christ and
in service to our local community.
Join us in worshipping God together on Sundays and in daily life;
be with us as we study and discern how to use the Bible in the 21st
century; learn with us what it is to be 21st century disciples
following Jesus and help us, with the other Churches in the town,
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond.
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Adrian Plass is a well-known British author and speaker
who writes primarily Christian humour, but also short
stories, Bible Commentaries and novels with a more
serious tone.
His most popular books are a series concerning The
Sacred Diary of Adrian Plass which is a humorous,
fictional satire of Christian life and which has sold over a
million copies worldwide.
The event is sponsored by World Vision and there will
be an appeal on their behalf before the interval.
Tickets: £8 in advance; £10 on the door. Available from
Otley Parish Church Office 01943 465927 or email
info@otleyparishchurch.org

GRAHAM
Dear Friends,
Last century (!) I arrived as vicar in Otley. It was 1999. At the end of that
year, to mark the beginning of the new millennium, the Chevin cross was first
erected. It was the first time the new cross (crafted by Brent Thompson) had
been raised on the Chevin, and it was the first and only time it has been
raised up for New Year. Normally it only goes up over the Easter period.
Before coming to Otley, my family and I had been living and working among
Sudanese refugees in Northern Uganda. One of the things that amazed us,
again and again, was how there were always plenty of stories of hope in the
bleakest of situations. For all Christians, the cross is the great symbol of
hope, but especially for those experiencing great suffering. It tells the story of
a God who made us and loves us and suffers with us. A God who shares our
life and death.
The wood that made the Chevin cross was rescued from the debris of the
massive IRA bomb of 1996 in Manchester. A symbol of hope emerging from
the bleakest of situations. And drawing together, for me, the very different
worlds of Sudan and England, because we all need light in the darkness
whether we are grieving over the death of a loved one here or in a refugee
camp in Northern Uganda.
Jesus’ cry from the cross (“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”) is
his own cry, but it is also humanity’s cry from around the world and through
history. It is a cry we have probably all made at some time from the depths of
our pain. We experience the apparent triumph of evil. It seems that God is
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defeated. Darkness and death have overcome. But the triumph of evil is
short-lived and ultimately an illusion. On the third day Jesus rises to new life.
The cross is empty because Jesus is alive.
So the cross reveals much more than ‘God with us’ in our darkness. It is a
symbol of his victory over death and evil. Jesus rose to new life with a
resurrection body, the first-born of a healed creation. He has pioneered the
way to heaven, the kingdom of God, and promises to prepare a place for us.
Throughout my time here I have met countless people who have found the
cross on the Chevin an inspiration. Many of those people are not
‘churchgoers’, but the cross speaks deeply to them and they respond. Many
of the folk who turn up to put up the cross or take it down are not
‘churchgoers’ either. But each one is known and cherished by God.
Thus the cross draws us to God and draws us together from all our various
‘worlds’, lighting our darkest places and inviting us to face the future with
hope. Always with hope.
With much love,

Vicar: Graham Buttanshaw
2

In the HOT seat…
Simon Beaumont
Hello Simon,
We know you are one of our newer
church members and have only been
coming to Otley Parish Church for
about 15 months. Some of us know
you a little; others of us may know you
by sight but know nothing about you.
We’d all love to know a little more
about you, so hope you won’t mind
answering a few questions about
yourself. Thank you!
Q. When were you born and where did you grow up?
A. I was born at Royal Leamington Spa Hospital in 1985 (they demolished it
shortly after – it wasn’t me, honest!). Between the age of 2 and 18 I lived in
Claverdon, Warwickshire, a village about 6 miles from Warwick, where my
parents ran a plant nursery.
Q. Where did you go to school, college, university?
A. I went to primary schools in Claverdon and then Wolverton (a nearby
village). At the age of 11, I started at Warwick School and then went to the
University of Cambridge when I was 18 to study Natural Sciences. I stayed to
do a chemistry PhD – and am still a university lecturer so have not really left!
Q. When did you become a Christian?
A. My mum is a Christian and I was broadly brought up a Christian and went
to church or Sunday school most Sundays. Through the school Christian
Union and church with the wonderful vicar, Paul, and his wife Diana, I began
to explore faith more as a teenager.
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Q. When and where did you meet Hazel and when do you get married?
A. Before we started going out together, we were housemates for a year at
University in 2009/10 – it was that long ago! Technically, I could say she
advertised for me online – but she was only after someone to fill the 4th
bedroom in a student house! She then encouraged me to take up a postdoc
(academic job) in California, USA before we started going out together.
Clearly not forward planning! Following a long-distance relationship whilst I
was in California and the acquisition of a number of airmiles, we finally both
got jobs in the north of England (comparatively a small region). In November
2017 we moved to our home in Menston and we shall be getting married on
21st April at Otley Parish Church.
Q. What is your occupation?
A. I’m a chemistry lecturer at Durham University – I get to both teach
students and conduct research into new industrial chemical processes (but
I’m under strict instructions from Hazel not to bore you by saying any more –
please do ask!).
Q. Do you have brothers and sisters – where do they live?
A. I have a younger sister, Karen, who is obsessed by horses and works with
them, currently in horse nutrition (very much unlike her brother who likes
them only from a distance but would sooner they had an engine and gears!).
Q. Why did you choose to live in the Otley area?
A. We actually live in Menston. We moved here because it was fairly central
for Hazel’s work – her jobs for the time being are rotating across hospitals
and hospices in Yorkshire. Also, it meant I could get to the A1 and / or the
train station – my work takes me up and down the UK as well as to Durham.
Although mainly a work decision, we were more than a little bit persuaded by
the beautiful countryside, as both of us love being outdoors!
Q. Do you have a favourite verse of Scripture? If so, what is it?
A. Hmmm… I think probably: “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him,
and he with me.” It was given to me at some point on a card with The Light of
the World painting by Holman-Hunt that stands above this verse in St Paul’s
Cathedral. As a teenager, the idea of God wanting to interact with us being
somehow in our control (in the painting there is no handle on Jesus’ side of
the door) compelled me to think much more about whether this was what I
wanted and what I believed and what this required of me as a response. I
guess a close second (am I allowed two?) is “And what does the LORD
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require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your
God” (Micah 6:8b). The last part was used in liturgy week by week at Holy
Trinity, Cambridge and I think it resonates with me as a goal to strive for dayby-day as a response to God’s love and salvation.
Q. Do you have a favourite Christian hymn or song?
A. I tend to choose music for the words – I am one of the least musical
people you will meet and nearly got a detention at school for playing the
triangle out of tune against my clothing and not realising (the music teacher
thought I was winding her up)! I think my favourite hymn / Christian song is
probably Make Me a Channel of Your Peace.
Q. Do you like classical music? Do you have a favourite piece?
A. I don’t often sit and listen to classical music, but sometimes I do have
classical music on in the background when I’m working. When I first learnt to
drive, I’d occasionally have it on loudly in the car in the countryside, but I
think this was because a television hero of mine was Inspector Morse rather
than a love of classical music (the car was sadly a small blue Citroen not a
burgundy Mark II Jaguar).
Q. What about modern songs or music – anything in particular?
A. Hazel says: “It depends what you count as modern!” I think that is a hint.
With the drive to Durham taking 1½ hours I do listen to an unhealthy amount
of Radio 2...
Q. Can you play a musical instrument?
A. No. Really, really no (see above). I was supposed to learn the clarinet for
a year at school (it was compulsory). I would diligently collect the case
marked ‘Clarinet No. 8’ from the storeroom on a Wednesday, take it on a bus
ride home with a load of sports kit (symptomatic of something else I was not
cut out for!) and delivered it back on a Friday morning before registration.
Unfortunately, I would have had no idea if it contained a clarinet. My
avoidance of practice was rewarded in the ‘Year 7 concert’ when the teacher
thrust me a clarinet, with no reed(!), onto the stage. I think I was the only
mime act…
Q. Do you have a favourite part of Yorkshire that you like to visit?
A. I like the countryside and in particular the Yorkshire Dales – around
Ribblehead and Malham are probably my favourites, but I love getting out to
even Ilkley Moor or Otley Chevin. We are very lucky to live amongst the
wonderful countryside.
Q. Is there somewhere you would like to go on holiday where you’ve
not been before, regardless of expense?
A. The Grand Canyon (yes, we failed to go when I lived in California – d’oh),
Yellowstone, British Columbia – all big countryside!
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Q. A book you really enjoyed reading? Any special reason?
A. These days I don’t get the opportunity to read for pleasure very much. I
read avidly when I was growing up. I think probably some of the books that
are still really special to me are ones our high school English teachers chose,
although I didn’t express much gratitude to our poor English teachers at the
time! Maybe William Golding’s Lord of the Flies.
Q. Do you have a hobby or something you really enjoy doing to relax?
A. I enjoy gardening (when the garden is not flooded or covered in snow) and
getting out walking. I guess I must confess here that I very much like doing
chemistry, but that is my job, so I am lucky in that respect.
Q. What would be your favourite meal – 2 or even 3 courses?
A. My favourite meal would be calamari, macaroni cheese (homemade) and
Christmas pudding. Whoever came up with a dessert as good as Christmas
pudding and then tied it into a specific time of year made a serious error.
Hazel has to stop me shopping in January to avoid finding we have a stash of
them in a cupboard that were ‘going cheap’!
Q. If you are to spend a whole year on a desert island on your own what
luxury would you take with you?
A. Hazel says “custard tart” – I think if I can take coffee as a necessity, then
custard tarts (a year’s supply, not just one!) would be a good plan – I am very
partial to them – I think because there was a shop in Kenilworth where my
mum would sometimes buy me one as a treat if we’d spent a long-time
shopping when I was small.
Q. Which one word best describes your life right now?
A. Busy!

MAGAZINE COPY DATE
Copy Date for the

MAY EDITION 2018
of our Church Magazine is

SUNDAY 22nd APRIL 2018
News and feature articles will
be gratefully received.
Please submit them to

Stephenhey01@gmail.com
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Linda Sharp, Church Administrator
IN THE YEARS BC (Before Children) I worked as a Speech and Language
Therapist and it will come as no surprise to many of you to hear that I am
passionate about language in general and good communication in particular.
The first verses of John’s Gospel are absolutely fascinating to me and I find the
image in Genesis of God “speaking” Creation into existence totally mindblowing. I love to grapple with Scripture and seek to understand the deeper
meaning that mere words can never fully convey, and it is a great comfort to
me that God understands both my anguished groans and inarticulate waffling,
just as well as my more coherent prayers…
I see good communication between myself in the church office and you,
whoever and wherever you are, as a really important part of my role as Church
Administrator, which is why I invest a lot of time working with Stephen Hey and
other members of the Communication Team, on the weekly notice sheet, the
church magazine, our notice boards, posters, flyers etc. I confess I rarely post
and never tweet but thankfully, in both cases, “I know a man who does”!
Good communication is always two-way, and I hope you all know how to make
your voice heard at Otley Parish Church. Your opinions matter and your
concerns are important, so please do drop me an email, pick up the phone, or
even better, pop into The Chestnuts for a chat! I may not have all the answers
myself but invariably, I will know a man or woman who does. And if all else
fails, we can all be absolutely certain, whatever our problem, dilemma or
question, we have a God who hears, understands and speaks.
In order to communicate with you, I need to have your contact details and
your permission to use them, so PLEASE, if you haven’t done so already,
take a minute to pick up a form from the back of Church, fill it in and get it
back to me before new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) comes
into force next month. Also, if you are new to the church and are not already
on the Electoral Roll, please take a minute to complete an application form
for that as well.
And finally, spare a thought for the poor soul whose task it is to upload all that
data!
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e had a wonderful church weekend away last month at
Abbot Hall Hotel, Grange-over-Sands.

There were over 90 of us there including children of all ages. We were
very privileged to have Bishop Paul Slater as our main speaker over
the weekend.
Special thanks to Jackie Hird, our chief organiser, who had lots of help
and support from Jo Briscoe, Emily Garner and Beryl Hey.
Here are just a few of the very appreciative comments received from
some of those who were there.

“Such a
fantastic
weekend.
On a bit
of a
comedown
now!”
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“I had the
BEST
time ever
this
weekend”

“Everything was perfect down to the
smallest detail”
“Quite possibly the best church weekend
I’ve ever been to”
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“A really lovely
weekend with you
all”
“Absolutely
brilliant weekend
hanging out with
some excellent
people”
“It was just a perfect
weekend”
“What a fab weekend,
thank you all!!”
“Thanks for all the
laughs”
“It was a privilege to be
part of the weekend”

“We had an absolutely wonderful time
meeting lovely people, having fun and
especially being fed spiritually”
Photographs kindly supplied by
Helen Chippindale, Ken Dale and Lesley Noble
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Our feature this month is the sixth in our fascinating Heritage
Tour series compiled by Allan Boddy and Margaret Parkin. The
series explores many aspects of the history and heritage of Otley
Parish Church buildings and its artefacts.
This month, Margaret looks at some of the memorials in the
churchyard.

INSIDE OUT
I wonder how long it is since you had a look around the churchyard – maybe
you have never have!
Well, here are a couple of stories to encourage you to go and see for yourself
sometime soon. Do tread carefully though!
Reading the memorial stones will give you a fascinating glimpse of Otley life
before 1861 when the graveyard was closed, and burials were then held in the
Pool Road Cemetery.
The importance of the humble potato.
Our first story has its origins in Ireland. Owing to the failure of the potato crop,
there was a great famine there in 1845. Otley was inundated by some hundred
Irish families, invited here by Thomas Constable who lived in the Manor House.
The families initially settled in tents on what became known as the Irish Fields,
somewhere in the area we now call the Cambridge Estate. Many of them
arrived weakened by starvation after their long journey. Lots of them had
famine related diseases. The young in particular suffered, with many of them
dying soon after they arrived here.
The Parish registers name some 79 Irish people buried in our churchyard
between 1845 and 1860, there being no consecrated ground in the town for
Catholic burials. Among them were 23 infants. The oldest person was Francis
Blisset, aged 84. He died as a result of being murdered by his nephew’s wife!
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The Telegraph and Argus told the story of John McQuinn, aged 9 who died of
Smallpox the day after his family arrived in Otley in 1947. At his funeral his
father carried the foot of the coffin, with a brother and sister on either side at
the head. His mother followed on behind. It was claimed there had never been
a funeral of its kind in Otley There were no other mourners, only the McQuinn
family trudging up the road dressed in rags.
John is one of those buried in our churchyard. The then vicar, the Revd. Joshua
Hart agreed to the burials of the Catholics there – quite a remarkable
ecumenical gesture for the time.
In 2001, the church of Our Lady and All Saints
in Otley celebrated its 150th anniversary and
decided to create the Irish Famine Memorial.
This can be seen on the south wall of the
church in Bridge Street. The stone was
designed by Peter Holt, donated by Mone
Brothers; Pickles Funeral directors undertook
the engraving.
The following year, Father Tom O’Connor,
Parish Priest of Our Lady and All Saints, and
the Rev. Graham Buttanshaw, Vicar of the
Parish
Church,
dedicated a stone
in
the
Parish
churchyard
to
commemorate the
burial there of
those named on
the Famine Memorial. This stone was also
designed by Peter Holt. It’s made of Caen stone
and was also given by Mone Brothers and
engraved by Pickles Funeral Directors.
It stands in the top west end of the churchyard – in
the wildflower garden. To find it, cross the path from
the north door of the church, turn left into Church
Lane and peep through the railings. And remember
them next time you have your Shepherd’s pie!
Chris Power MBE., has written much more about this story – see “Thomas
Constable and the Irish in Otley”. [A transcript of this is available – ask
Margaret Parkin for more details.]
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Just opposite the North door lies this object.
Because of its location visitors occasionally
ask what it was, and why is it there?
It has no connection with the church interior or
exterior, nor is it the base of a pillar, nor the
lower part of a churchyard cross.
Supposedly, it had earlier connections with
the town market which is often referred to as
the “Buttercross”. Fred Morrell, a former
church reader and local historian, believes
that this stone was part of a structure which supported a bell, held in position by
three vertical bars fitted into the three cutaway parts of the stone rim and soldered
into the indents below.
Otley market was granted a royal charter c.1220 and like many markets boasted a
Buttercross – a structure built for folks from the outlying villages to come to market
to sell their home-produced goods – milk, eggs and, of course, butter. Otley’s was
situated in the area that we call the Buttercross – the shelter beside the Jubilee lock
in the Market Place.
In market towns, a clerk of the market was appointed to ensure fair and just weights.
He was also in charge of the bell and no market could begin or end until he rang it.
When the town’s Jubilee clock was erected it was placed in a position where it could
easily be seen from the Market Place and Manor Square. It is reasonable to
suppose that the bell stood in that area where it could be clearly heard in the Market
Place and where produce and foods were sold, and in the Cattle Market in Manor
Square where the sale of livestock took place.
The location of the Jubilee clock was decided in 1881 so it may well be that the bell
and its structure was taken down somewhere between 1883 and 1885.
In 1883 Thomas Constable, a solicitor and Deputy Steward of the Manor of Otley,
retired and was succeeded by Henry Dacre. It is thought that when the market bell
was taken down he took charge of the bell and the stone. The bell was put into his
office in the old Manor Grammar School in Manor Square which lay forgotten for
many years. Fred Morrell remembers seeing a photograph of the bell with the date
1767 engraved on the rim.
It is probable that Fred removed the stone to his garden at the house called
“Hawthornden” on Bradford Road and that it was later placed in the churchyard
when he moved to Caley Hall at the turn of the 19th century.
Fred Morrell’s story finishes with a question – “Can it be proved that the bell is
connected with the stone – and did they once comprise the Market Bell?”
As yet, the question is unanswered, so for now we will simply enjoy the story.
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OTLEY PARISH CHURCH

WHAT’S IT ABOUT?
Otley Parish Church Prayer Team aim, on behalf of the church, to
facilitate ways for prayer to remain central to
our calling and mission.
We don’t consider ourselves ‘prayer experts’. Neither do we aim
to ‘do prayer’ for the church but to bring encouragement that all
of us, in varied ways, may be prayerfully connected to God.
Please read what follows.
Maybe you would like to be part of this team too.
[The Prayer Ministry after the Sunday Service is part of the Pastoral Team]

WHAT WE DO IN OUR CHURCH
 Prayer Table / Corner
We aim to have leaflets and displays that all of us can see and use. A lot of
people drop into the church and we like to have things suitable for them.
Take a look! Use the prayers!
 Prayer Tree
It’s by the church entrance! On the 4th Sunday of each month the prayer tree
cards are prayed over individually – a way of remembering before God the
needs of people from our town and beyond.
 Monthly Church Prayer Meeting
This is usually for an hour at 8pm in the Parish Room on the 2nd Wednesday
of the month. The atmosphere of these meetings is encouraging and positive
- no pressure on anyone! It will be nice if more people stick it in their diary!
 Prayer Focus in the Weekly Notice Sheet
Might we all use this at home to mention before God the projects and places
and people?
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WHAT WE DO IN OTLEY
 Otley Prayer Network (OPN)
A subgroup of Churches Together in Otley (CTO) which networks to pray, to
discuss prayerful strategies for the town and facilitate events such as ‘Thy
Kingdom Come’ and ‘Otley Prayer Days’. Some members of our Prayer
Team take part and ideas ‘cross-fertilise’.
 Ways to Pray for Otley:
 Prayer Trails
A Prayer Trails leaflet is available. Conceived from within our Prayer
Team and developed with thoughts from OPN. It is a great resource for
‘prayerfully thinking’ about the town. For some this will lead to
physically ‘prayer walking’. Others may use it as a prayer guide.
 Prayer Cards

A ‘Pray for the Places Where You Live, Work and Network’ card to help
you pray in and for your own life and circumstances. Also, a credit card
sized ‘Pray on Fridays for Otley’ card.
 Thy Kingdom Come 2018
This national and international season of prayer runs again from Ascension
Day to Pentecost – 10th to 20th MAY 2018 [www.thykingdomcome.global].
As last year, there will be a drop-in prayer space kindly hosted by Casa Vitae
café in their upper room. On Pentecost Sunday morning there will be another
Market Place Church Unity Service.
 Otley Prayer Days
At Advent 2016 and 2017 there were ‘Prayer Days for Otley’ and beyond,
hosted at our church. Another has been proposed and agreed at OPN and
CTO - Saturday 24th November 2018. A key aim will be to blend a ‘nonthreatening’ environment, where all may learn about prayer, with different
ways of engaging in praying.

LET US PRAY!
STEPPING OVER A LINE:
A THEME FOR PRAYERFUL REFLECTION
This theme became part of the Otley Prayer Day in November 2017 and,
since then, Otley Prayer Network and our church Prayer Team have
picked it up for 2018.
Here are two pictures which express what this is about for us and
others. It connects with thoughts of the Chevin Cross, our mission in
Otley and our journey through the year ahead.
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We live in a sceptical world. Faith is constantly challenged and
questioned. As others turn to the self-realisation of ‘mindfulness’, may we
express that as a God-realisation of ‘prayerfulness’; our minds and hearts
adjusting with God to more effectively be a light and help to others.

"Converting our unceasing thinking into
unceasing prayer moves us from a self-centred
monologue to a God-centred dialogue.”
- Henri Nouwen

Article submitted by John Simkins
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A True Story About

God and Lawn Care
Gardeners will enjoy this conversation between God
and St. Francis. It is funny because it is so true…
GOD to ST. FRANCIS:
Frank, you know all about gardens and nature. What in the world is going on
down there on the planet? What happened to the dandelions, violets,
milkweeds and stuff I started eons ago? I had a perfect no-maintenance
garden plan.
Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand drought and multiply with
abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms attracts butterflies,
honey bees and flocks of songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden of
colours by now. But, all I see are these green rectangles.
St. FRANCIS: It's the tribes that settled there, Lord – The Suburbanites.
They started calling your flowers 'weeds' and went to great lengths to kill
them and replace them with grass.
GOD: Grass? But, it's so boring. It's not colourful. It doesn't attract butterflies,
birds and bees; only grubs and sod worms. It's sensitive to temperatures. Do
these Suburbanites really want all that grass growing there?
ST. FRANCIS: Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it and
keep it green. They begin each spring by fertilizing grass and poisoning any
other plant that crops up in the lawn.
GOD: The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow really
fast. That must make the Suburbanites happy.
ST. FRANCIS: Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they cut it –
sometimes twice a week.
GOD: They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay?
ST. FRANCIS: Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags.
GOD: They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it?
ST. FRANCIS: No sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away.
GOD: Now, let me get this straight. They fertilize grass, so it will grow. And,
when it does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away?
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ST. FRANCIS: Yes, sir.
GOD: These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut
back on the rain and turn up the heat. That surely slows the growth and
saves them a lot of work.
ST. FRANCIS: You aren't going to believe this, Lord. When the grass stops
growing so fast, they drag out hoses and pay more money to water it, so they
can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it.
GOD: What nonsense. At least they kept some of the trees. That was a
sheer stroke of genius, if I do say so myself. The trees grow leaves in the
spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer. In the autumn, they fall to
the ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture in the soil and protect
the trees and bushes. It's a natural cycle of life.
ST. FRANCIS: You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn a
new circle. As soon as the leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and pay
to have them hauled away.
GOD: No! What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter to
keep the soil moist and loose?
ST. FRANCIS: After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy
something which they call mulch. They haul it home and spread it around in
place of the leaves.
GOD: And where do they get this mulch?
ST. FRANCIS: They cut down trees and grind them up to make the mulch.
GOD: Enough! I don't want to think about this anymore. St. Catherine, you're
in charge of the arts. What movie have you scheduled for us tonight?
ST. CATHERINE: 'Dumb and Dumber', Lord. It's a story about…
GOD: Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis.
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EVERY YEAR for 50 years, a massive wooden cross has been raised at
Surprise View on Otley Chevin and it is visible for miles around.
Far less is made of the fact that another, much smaller, wooden cross is also
erected in Otley, in the Market Place right in the centre of the town.
For me, those two crosses symbolise God’s place in my life. He is both high
and exalted, majestic and glorified, too wonderful for comprehension; yet also
so intimate and personal, humble and accessible, that I can call Him my friend.
Linda Sharp
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HEAVEN’S GROCERY STORE
As I was walking down life's
highway many years ago
I came upon a sign that read
Heaven’s Grocery Store.
When I got a little closer
the doors swung open wide
And when I came to myself
I was standing there inside.
I saw a host of angels
They were standing everywhere
One handed me a basket and said
"My child, please shop with care".
Everything a human needed
was in that grocery store
And what you could not carry
you could come back for more and more.
First I got some Patience
Love was in that same row
Further down was Understanding
you need that everywhere you go.
I got a box or two of Wisdom
and Faith a bag or two.
And Charity, of course,
I would need some of that, too.
I couldn't miss the Holy Ghost
It was all over the place
And then some Strength and Courage
to help me run this race.
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My basket was getting full but I remembered I needed Grace
And then I chose Salvation for
Salvation was for free
I tried to get enough of that to do for you and me.
Then I started to the counter
to pay my grocery bill
For I thought I had everything
to do the Master’s will.
As I went up the aisle I saw
Prayer and put that in,
For I knew when I stepped outside
I would run into some sin.
Peace and Joy were plentiful
the last things on the shelf.
Song and Praise were hanging near
so I just helped myself.
Then I said to the angel
"How much do I owe?"
He smiled and said
"Just take them everywhere you go".
Again I asked "Really now,
how much do I owe?"
"My child" he said
"God paid your bill a long, long time ago".
[Author unknown]
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