
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

  
Who Are We? 

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH ï the oldest building in Otley ï is at the 

heart of our town and, for over 1,000 years, people have been 

gathering here for worship and significant family and community 

events. There is a place for everyone, with Christ at the centre of 

it all. 

We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a journey of discovery, 

kindling hope as we go, helping one another to be more fully alive 

to the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. Weôd love you to share 

the journey with us. 

We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to Christ and 

in service to our local community. 

Join us in worshipping God together on Sundays and in daily life; 

be with us as we study and discern how to use the Bible in the 21st 

century; learn with us what it is to be 21st century disciples 

following Jesus and help us, with the other Churches in the town, 

to bring good news to Otley and far beyond. 
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Adrian Plass is a well-known British author and speaker 
who writes primarily Christian humour, but also short 
stories, Bible Commentaries and novels with a more 
serious tone. 

His most popular books are a series concerning The 
Sacred Diary of Adrian Plass which is a humorous, 
fictional satire of Christian life and which has sold over a 
million copies worldwide. 

The event is sponsored by World Vision and there will 
be an appeal on their behalf before the interval. 

Tickets: £8 in advance; £10 on the door. Available from 
Otley Parish Church Office 01943 465927 or email 
info@otleyparishchurch.org   
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Dear Friends, 

Last century (!) I arrived as vicar in Otley. It was 1999. At the end of that 
year, to mark the beginning of the new millennium, the Chevin cross was first 
erected. It was the first time the new cross (crafted by Brent Thompson) had 
been raised on the Chevin, and it was the first and only time it has been 
raised up for New Year. Normally it only goes up over the Easter period.  

Before coming to Otley, my family and I had been living and working among 
Sudanese refugees in Northern Uganda. One of the things that amazed us, 
again and again, was how there were always plenty of stories of hope in the 
bleakest of situations. For all Christians, the cross is the great symbol of 
hope, but especially for those experiencing great suffering. It tells the story of 
a God who made us and loves us and suffers with us. A God who shares our 
life and death. 

The wood that made the Chevin cross was rescued from the debris of the 
massive IRA bomb of 1996 in Manchester. A symbol of hope emerging from 
the bleakest of situations. And drawing together, for me, the very different 
worlds of Sudan and England, because we all need light in the darkness 
whether we are grieving over the death of a loved one here or in a refugee 
camp in Northern Uganda. 

Jesusô cry from the cross (ñMy God, my God, why have you forsaken me?ò) is 
his own cry, but it is also humanityôs cry from around the world and through 
history. It is a cry we have probably all made at some time from the depths of 
our pain. We experience the apparent triumph of evil. It seems that God is 

GRAHAM 
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defeated. Darkness and death have overcome. But the triumph of evil is 
short-lived and ultimately an illusion. On the third day Jesus rises to new life. 
The cross is empty because Jesus is alive.  

So the cross reveals much more than óGod with usô in our darkness. It is a 
symbol of his victory over death and evil. Jesus rose to new life with a 
resurrection body, the first-born of a healed creation. He has pioneered the 
way to heaven, the kingdom of God, and promises to prepare a place for us.  

Throughout my time here I have met countless people who have found the 
cross on the Chevin an inspiration. Many of those people are not 
óchurchgoersô, but the cross speaks deeply to them and they respond. Many 
of the folk who turn up to put up the cross or take it down are not 
óchurchgoersô either. But each one is known and cherished by God. 

Thus the cross draws us to God and draws us together from all our various 
óworldsô, lighting our darkest places and inviting us to face the future with 
hope. Always with hope. 

With much love, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicar: Graham Buttanshaw 
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Simon Beaumont 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Simon, 

We know you are one of our newer 
church members and have only been 
coming to Otley Parish Church for 
about 15 months. Some of us know 
you a little; others of us may know you 
by sight but know nothing about you. 
Weôd all love to know a little more 
about you, so hope you wonôt mind 
answering a few questions about 
yourself. Thank you!  

Q. When were you born and where did you grow up? 
A. I was born at Royal Leamington Spa Hospital in 1985 (they demolished it 
shortly after ï it wasnôt me, honest!). Between the age of 2 and 18 I lived in 
Claverdon, Warwickshire, a village about 6 miles from Warwick, where my 
parents ran a plant nursery. 
 
Q. Where did you go to school, college, university? 
A. I went to primary schools in Claverdon and then Wolverton (a nearby 
village). At the age of 11, I started at Warwick School and then went to the 
University of Cambridge when I was 18 to study Natural Sciences. I stayed to 
do a chemistry PhD ï and am still a university lecturer so have not really left! 
 
Q. When did you become a Christian? 
A. My mum is a Christian and I was broadly brought up a Christian and went 
to church or Sunday school most Sundays. Through the school Christian 
Union and church with the wonderful vicar, Paul, and his wife Diana, I began 
to explore faith more as a teenager. 

 

In the HOT seatā  
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Q. When and where did you meet Hazel and when do you get married? 
A. Before we started going out together, we were housemates for a year at 
University in 2009/10 ï it was that long ago! Technically, I could say she 
advertised for me online ï but she was only after someone to fill the 4th 
bedroom in a student house! She then encouraged me to take up a postdoc 
(academic job) in California, USA before we started going out together. 
Clearly not forward planning! Following a long-distance relationship whilst I 
was in California and the acquisition of a number of airmiles, we finally both 
got jobs in the north of England (comparatively a small region). In November 
2017 we moved to our home in Menston and we shall be getting married on 
21st April at Otley Parish Church. 

 
Q. What is your occupation? 
A. Iôm a chemistry lecturer at Durham University ï I get to both teach 
students and conduct research into new industrial chemical processes (but 
Iôm under strict instructions from Hazel not to bore you by saying any more ï 
please do ask!). 

 
Q. Do you have brothers and sisters ï where do they live? 
A. I have a younger sister, Karen, who is obsessed by horses and works with 
them, currently in horse nutrition (very much unlike her brother who likes 
them only from a distance but would sooner they had an engine and gears!). 

 
Q. Why did you choose to live in the Otley area? 
A. We actually live in Menston. We moved here because it was fairly central 
for Hazelôs work ï her jobs for the time being are rotating across hospitals 
and hospices in Yorkshire. Also, it meant I could get to the A1 and / or the 
train station ï my work takes me up and down the UK as well as to Durham. 
Although mainly a work decision, we were more than a little bit persuaded by 
the beautiful countryside, as both of us love being outdoors! 

 
Q. Do you have a favourite verse of Scripture? If so, what is it? 
A. Hmmmé I think probably: ñHere I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, 
and he with me.ò It was given to me at some point on a card with The Light of 
the World painting by Holman-Hunt that stands above this verse in St Paulôs 
Cathedral. As a teenager, the idea of God wanting to interact with us being 
somehow in our control (in the painting there is no handle on Jesusô side of 
the door) compelled me to think much more about whether this was what I 
wanted and what I believed and what this required of me as a response. I 
guess a close second (am I allowed two?) is ñAnd what does the LORD 
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require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 
Godò (Micah 6:8b). The last part was used in liturgy week by week at Holy 
Trinity, Cambridge and I think it resonates with me as a goal to strive for day-
by-day as a response to Godôs love and salvation.  

Q. Do you have a favourite Christian hymn or song? 
A. I tend to choose music for the words ï I am one of the least musical 
people you will meet and nearly got a detention at school for playing the 
triangle out of tune against my clothing and not realising (the music teacher 
thought I was winding her up)! I think my favourite hymn / Christian song is 
probably Make Me a Channel of Your Peace. 

Q. Do you like classical music? Do you have a favourite piece? 
A. I donôt often sit and listen to classical music, but sometimes I do have 
classical music on in the background when Iôm working. When I first learnt to 
drive, Iôd occasionally have it on loudly in the car in the countryside, but I 
think this was because a television hero of mine was Inspector Morse rather 
than a love of classical music (the car was sadly a small blue Citroen not a 
burgundy Mark II Jaguar).  

Q. What about modern songs or music ï anything in particular? 
A. Hazel says: ñIt depends what you count as modern!ò I think that is a hint. 
With the drive to Durham taking 1½ hours I do listen to an unhealthy amount 
of Radio 2...  

Q. Can you play a musical instrument? 
A. No. Really, really no (see above). I was supposed to learn the clarinet for 
a year at school (it was compulsory). I would diligently collect the case 
marked óClarinet No. 8ô from the storeroom on a Wednesday, take it on a bus 
ride home with a load of sports kit (symptomatic of something else I was not 
cut out for!) and delivered it back on a Friday morning before registration. 
Unfortunately, I would have had no idea if it contained a clarinet. My 
avoidance of practice was rewarded in the óYear 7 concertô when the teacher 
thrust me a clarinet, with no reed(!), onto the stage. I think I was the only 
mime acté    

Q. Do you have a favourite part of Yorkshire that you like to visit? 
A. I like the countryside and in particular the Yorkshire Dales ï around 
Ribblehead and Malham are probably my favourites, but I love getting out to 
even Ilkley Moor or Otley Chevin. We are very lucky to live amongst the 
wonderful countryside. 

Q. Is there somewhere you would like to go on holiday where youôve 
not been before, regardless of expense? 
A. The Grand Canyon (yes, we failed to go when I lived in California ï dôoh), 
Yellowstone, British Columbia ï all big countryside! 
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Q. A book you really enjoyed reading? Any special reason? 
A. These days I donôt get the opportunity to read for pleasure very much. I 
read avidly when I was growing up. I think probably some of the books that 
are still really special to me are ones our high school English teachers chose, 
although I didnôt express much gratitude to our poor English teachers at the 
time! Maybe William Goldingôs Lord of the Flies. 

Q. Do you have a hobby or something you really enjoy doing to relax? 
A. I enjoy gardening (when the garden is not flooded or covered in snow) and 
getting out walking. I guess I must confess here that I very much like doing 
chemistry, but that is my job, so I am lucky in that respect.  

Q. What would be your favourite meal ï 2 or even 3 courses? 
A. My favourite meal would be calamari, macaroni cheese (homemade) and 
Christmas pudding. Whoever came up with a dessert as good as Christmas 
pudding and then tied it into a specific time of year made a serious error. 
Hazel has to stop me shopping in January to avoid finding we have a stash of 
them in a cupboard that were ógoing cheapô!  

Q. If you are to spend a whole year on a desert island on your own what 
luxury would you take with you? 
A. Hazel says ñcustard tartò ï I think if I can take coffee as a necessity, then 
custard tarts (a yearôs supply, not just one!) would be a good plan ï I am very 
partial to them ï I think because there was a shop in Kenilworth where my 
mum would sometimes buy me one as a treat if weôd spent a long-time 
shopping when I was small.   

Q. Which one word best describes your life right now? 
A. Busy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MAGAZINE COPY DATE 
Copy Date for the  

MAY  EDITION 2018  

of our Church Magazine is 

SUNDAY 22nd  APRIL  2018  
News and feature articles will  

be gratefully received.  
Please submit them to 

Stephenhey01@gmail.com 
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IN THE YEARS BC (Before Children) I worked as a Speech and Language 
Therapist and it will come as no surprise to many of you to hear that I am 
passionate about language in general and good communication in particular. 
The first verses of Johnôs Gospel are absolutely fascinating to me and I find the 
image in Genesis of God ñspeakingò Creation into existence totally mind-
blowing. I love to grapple with Scripture and seek to understand the deeper 
meaning that mere words can never fully convey, and it is a great comfort to 
me that God understands both my anguished groans and inarticulate waffling, 
just as well as my more coherent prayersé 

I see good communication between myself in the church office and you, 
whoever and wherever you are, as a really important part of my role as Church 
Administrator, which is why I invest a lot of time working with Stephen Hey and 
other members of the Communication Team, on the weekly notice sheet, the 
church magazine, our notice boards, posters, flyers etc. I confess I rarely post 
and never tweet but thankfully, in both cases, ñI know a man who doesò! 

Good communication is always two-way, and I hope you all know how to make 
your voice heard at Otley Parish Church. Your opinions matter and your 
concerns are important, so please do drop me an email, pick up the phone, or 
even better, pop into The Chestnuts for a chat! I may not have all the answers 
myself but invariably, I will know a man or woman who does. And if all else 
fails, we can all be absolutely certain, whatever our problem, dilemma or 
question, we have a God who hears, understands and speaks. 

In order to communicate with you, I need to have your contact details and 
your permission to use them, so PLEASE, if you havenôt done so already, 
take a minute to pick up a form from the back of Church, fill it in and get it 
back to me before new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) comes 
into force next month. Also, if you are new to the church and are not already 
on the Electoral Roll, please take a minute to complete an application form 
for that as well.  

And finally, spare a thought for the poor soul whose task it is to upload all that 
data! 

  

Linda Sharp, Church Administrator 
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