
   



  

 

 

  
Who Are We? 

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building in Otley – is at the 

heart of our town and, for over 1,000 years, people have been 

gathering here for worship and significant family and community 

events. There is a place for everyone, with Christ at the centre of 

it all. 

We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a journey of discovery, 

kindling hope as we go, helping one another to be more fully alive 

to the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d love you to share 

the journey with us. 

We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to Christ and 

in service to our local community. 

Join us in worshipping God together on Sundays and in daily life; 

be with us as we study and discern how to use the Bible in the 21st 

century; learn with us what it is to be 21st century disciples 

following Jesus and help us, with the other Churches in the town, 

to bring good news to Otley and far beyond. 
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Dear Friends, 

Snow glorious snow! I am normally a big fan of this white fluffy 
powder that is currently coating Otley. In the right conditions, and 
in the right context snow can be the source of extraordinary 
enjoyment. Earlier this month I was in Hinterglemm, Austria for a 
week of skiing. The conditions were perfect; lots of snow and 
bright sunshine allowed for hours of fun for me and my family. 
This holiday was also the first time that Hannah and I had skied 
together. It was lovely for the two of us to do something together 
which we both enjoy, although the jury is still out on which one of 
us is faster! 

However, snow in the wrong place, or too much of it at the wrong 
time isn’t fun – it’s disastrous. Personally, I like my snow on the 
Alps, not in Otley. In Otley, snow becomes the reason that 
people are left house-bound, unable to go to work and stuck in 
endless traffic jams. 

As we are currently in the season of Lent I think this is a helpful 
metaphor for understanding sin. There are lots of things which 
are good which can become sinful when they are in the wrong 

JIMMY 
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place, or the wrong quantity or at the wrong time, such as sex, 
money, power, plastic, choice and patriotism, to name just a few. 
All these things can be a wonderful source of life and enjoyment, 
good things which God wants us to have. But in the wrong 
quantity, or at the wrong time and in the wrong place, these good 
gifts become bad for the soul. Wisdom is knowing the difference.  

I pray that this Lent you would grow in wisdom. Wisdom which 
would enable you to take the good things which God gives us as 
a gift in the right quantity, at the right time, in the right place. 

This has been described before as “the unforced rhythms of 
Grace”. Lenten disciplines shouldn’t feel like you are trudging 
through snow. Lenten disciplines set us free to enjoy God’s good 
gifts; it feels a lot like skiing down a beautiful mountainside. 

God Bless, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curate: Jimmy Lawrence 
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Barbara Nicholls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hello Barbara, 

We know you’ve been a member at 

Otley Parish Church for several years. 

Some of us know you very well; 

others of us may know you by sight 

but not really know much about you. 

We’d all love to know a little more 

about you, so hope you won’t mind 

answering a few questions about 

yourself. Thank you!  

Q. When were you born and where did you grow up?   
A. I was born in Bury, Lancashire, on 11th September 1950. 

Q. Where did you go to school, college, university?  
A. My first school was St. Chads Church of England School in Bury. Then, 
at the age of 11 I went to The Derby School (High School), also in Bury. I left 
there after my ‘O’ Levels. Then, at the age of 16 I went to train as a Secretary 
at the Co-operative Wholesale Society in Manchester. 

Q. When did you become a Christian? 
A. As long as I can remember I have always been a Christian. I was 
brought up in a local Methodist church. When it closed down I went with my 
Mum to St.Peter’s Church in Bury. She and I were Confirmed there at the 
same time when I was 17. It wasn’t until 1981/1982 that I realised there was 
more to being a Christian than just going to church. After many 
conversations, tapes listened to, books read, I listened to one particular tape, 

 

In the HOT seat…  
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(I call it my ‘coffee pot tape’) which made me realise that all I had to do was 
to ask Jesus to come into my life, and to keep on refilling me with the Holy 
Spirit. He has been with me ever since.   

Q. When and where did you meet David and where did you get 
married?  
A. We met by chance in the oldest pub in Bury called The Two Tubs 
where lots of young people used to gather. David asked me out and 
we had our first date together on Friday 24th February 1967. We 
married in September 1970 at St. Peter’s Church, Bury. 

Q. How many children and grandchildren do you have? 
A. We have two children, Mark and Claire, and five grandchildren, 
Maddie and Charlie, and Samuel, Evan and Ava. 

Q. What was your occupation, and do you still work now? 
A. I have always worked in an office of one kind or another. In 2000, David 
and I moved to Rushden in Northamptonshire. Between then and 2010, I 
worked in a school for 11 to 18-year-olds as Student Receptionist. This was 
the best ten years of my working life. I looked after the children there in a 
variety of ways. I was the school’s main First Aider, dealt with the children’s 
problems and issues, and met many of their parents. Now, I am ‘retired’ but 
am a Chaplaincy Volunteer at both Leeds General Infirmary and Wharfedale 
Hospital; something I feel really privileged to do. 

Q. Do you have brothers and sisters – where do they live? 
A. I have one brother, Colin, who lives in Chester.  

Q. Why did you choose to live in Otley?  
A. We moved back up North when David got a job in Harrogate. We decided 
not to live too near the children but within easy reach. After looking at many 
houses, I believe God brought us to Otley. Prior to moving here and our ten 
years in Rushden, we lived for 21 years in Kelbrook, a small village near 
Barnoldswick, Lancs. 

Q. Do you have a favourite verse of Scripture? If so, what is it? 
A. I don’t have a particular verse that stands out, but my favourite bit of 
scripture is Psalm 139. It’s been a favourite for many years. 

Q. Do you have a favourite Christian hymn or song?  
A. There are two that come to mind. One is “I, the Lord of Sea and 
Sky” and the other is “The Servant King”. The words in each song are 
very powerful.  
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Q. Do you like classical music? Do you have a favourite piece?  
A. I’m not a lover of classical music, but I find “Nimrod” from Enigma 
Variations by Elgar, very moving. 

Q. What about modern songs or music – anything in particular? 
A. I enjoy lots of different kinds of music, but my favourite has got to 
be “Albatross” by Fleetwood Mac. I’ve even said I want this played at 
my funeral. 

Q. Can you play a musical instrument?  
A. No! All that talent went to my brother and family. 

Q. Do you have a favourite part of Yorkshire that you like to 
visit?  
A. I don’t have a favourite place, but every time I go from Otley 
over to Blubberhouses on my way to family and elsewhere, I 
always feel a smile coming and just wonder at the beauty all 
round me. It’s exactly the same on my way back again. I live in a 
wonderful place. 

Q. Is there somewhere you would like to go on holiday where 
you’ve not been before, regardless of expense?   
A. I cannot think of anywhere in particular, but maybe to go on a safari to see 
wild animals in their own environment. That would be special. 

Q. A book you really enjoyed reading? Any special reason? 
A. No book in particular stands out. I read quite a lot though and have 
enjoyed many of the books I’ve read for a whole variety of reasons. 

Q. Do you have a hobby or something you enjoy doing to relax?  
A. I enjoy reading and knitting – I knit blankets for the Neonatal Unit at Leeds 
General Infirmary. And, of course, I enjoy taking our dog for a walk. 

Q. What would be your favourite meal – 2 or even 3 courses?  
A. I love fish of all kinds, but particularly mussels (moules et frites to be 
posh) and calamari starters. Not into a lot of puddings but I do like crème 
brûlée. 

Q. If you were to spend a whole year on a desert island on your 
own what luxury would you take with you? 
A. My kindle, with a huge choice of books on it. 

Q. Which one word best describes your life right now?  
A. Content. I feel I am where God wants me to be. 
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FATSO (For All the Saints in Otley) is a monthly prize draw for anyone 
who wants to win a prize and contribute to Otley Parish Church funds. 

The monthly draw is made at the Falcon Club in Westgate where everyone is 
welcome to Social Get-togethers. Most evenings are completely free, but 
occasionally, depending on the entertainment, there may be a small charge. 
Savoury snacks are included in the evening. There is usually a raffle for “Hug 
on a Tray” which benefits all haematology patients whether on the wards or 
as out-patients, at the Bexley Wing, St James’s Hospital, Leeds. 

Each event is highlighted in our weekly church notice sheet.  

If you’d like to know more about FATSO, have a word with Margaret Turner 
or Lesley Noble. 

Recent FATSO prize draw winners: 
October: Linda & Robert Sharp 

November: Tom Morton 
December: Lesley Noble 

January: Meg Morton 
February Allan Boddy 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTHLY PRIZE DRAW 

MAGAZINE COPY DATE 
Copy Date for the  

APRIL EDITION 2018 

of our Church Magazine is 

SUNDAY 18th MARCH 2018 
News and feature articles will  

be gratefully received.  
Please submit them to 

Stephenhey01@gmail.com 
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A BIG THANK YOU to 

everyone for the generous 

donations which mean we 

have been able to twin 8 toilets 

at Otley Parish Church.   

This includes four toilets in the 

church itself, one at “The 

Chestnuts”, two at Newall Hall, 

and one at the Vicarage.  

The particular countries we 

have chosen to twin with are in 

the following countries: 

Afghanistan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Myanmar, Malawi, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Uganda, and Central African Republic. 

Where the twinned toilets are, it will mean: 

• More safety, especially for women 
• Improvement in health, especially concerning 

diarrhoea and typhoid 
• Safer, clean water supply 
• Hygiene training 

• Plus, lots and lots more 

 
We know there are individuals in the church who have twinned their own 

toilets, which we are delighted hear. Leaflets are still available at the back of 

the church if you would like to consider twinning your own. You can also go 

online for more details at twww.toilettwinning.org 

Well done!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://twinning.org/
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ould you 
like to 
donate an 

Easter Lily in 
remembrance of a 
loved one? 

There will be a 
special display in 
church of donated 
lilies from Easter 
Sunday, 1st April. 

Donation is simple. Bring a lily, or as many as 
you would like, to church on Easter Saturday 
morning between 9am and 11am. If you would 
prefer us to buy a lily on your behalf, please have 
a word with Val Tait on 01943 464032. 

At the back of church on a display table is a list 
to which you can add the name(s) of your loved 
one. The full list will be published in leaflet form 
on Easter Sunday and copies will continue to be 
available for a couple of weeks. 

Do please visit the church to see the display and 
to enjoy the scent of the lilies. 

W 
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“Sometimes the church office feels more like an A&E department than a 
centre of church administration!” 

There is no way of knowing how many people have already read that quote and 
if you did read it, I wonder if you read it in the notice sheet or on the church 
website; or, if you read it in both places, whether you spotted the difference… 

What I mean by it is not so much that my office regularly resembles a scene 
from Casualty but rather that I often have no idea what I’m going to be doing 
from one hour to the next because the role encompasses anything and 
everything. One minute I’m booking a party at Newall Church Hall and the next 
I’m booking the church for a funeral; one minute I’m banking money from ticket 
sales and the next I’m buying paperclips; and, one minute I’m discussing plans 
for a charity fashion show and the next I’m reassuring someone that we can 
indeed provide a replacement for their lost marriage certificate. 

It was my Dad who instilled in me the importance of “A place for everything and 
everything in its place”. Anyone who has been into the church office will have 
seen my carefully labelled files and folders, or maybe you’ve noticed the different 
sections of the church notice boards or the alphabetically-ordered leaflets on the 
Welcome Desk. Better still though, I hope you haven’t noticed any of that but 
have simply found what you needed quickly and easily. 

The reality of life is that both accidents and emergencies happen. When they do, 
I hope I’m willing to abandon my neat-freak, control-freak, perfectionist streak 
because we are all casualties at one time or another and the primary purpose of 
church administration is to enable the people who make up the local church to 
function and thrive in God’s service and worship. 

If you consider yourself to be one of those people and that Otley Parish Church 
is the church to which you belong, you will soon be asked to complete a new 
form which will enable us to hold your contact details and comply with the 
General Data Protection Regulation. Please, can I encourage you to do so 
ASAP and make one church administrator extremely happy? Now, where shall I 
file those forms…? 

  

Linda Sharp, Church Administrator 
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Psalm 52 v9 RSV 
 

You opened the gates of heaven 
Made a path for all to come through; 

You led the way to glory... 
You did it all 

You obeyed the will of the Father 
Fulfilled all the prophecies of old. 

You came as a babe in the manger... 
And You did it all 

You won salvation for us, loosened the grip of death. 
You conquered the power of Satan 

And stormed the gates of hell... 
You did it all 

We thank you, we praise you and love you, 
Worship you as Lord of all, 

Who as Father and Son and Spirit... 
DID IT ALL 

© Rosemary Hartley 
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As you can see, our Pancake Party on Shrove 
Tuesday was very popular! 

NEARLY 100 
people of 
widely 
differing 
ages piled 
into the 
church and 
enjoyed this 
free event.  

The meal for 
the evening 
was filled 
jacket 
potatoes with 
salad followed 
by pancakes 
with a range 
of lush 
toppings.  
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Table quizzes 
and themed 
games were also 
enjoyed by 
everyone.  

Thanks go to the 
people who 
made the 
pancakes (all 
homemade!) and 
to those who 
helped set-up 
the tables and 
later returned 
the church to its 
traditional 
seating of tidy 
rows ready for 
Ash Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We couldn’t have done it without you. Thank you all for coming and for 
helping to make it a very successful evening.  

 
Jackie, Jo, Beryl and Emily 
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Where have we got to? 

Three years ago, after much deliberation, we decided to support two charities, 
the Joanna Project (Leeds) and Sahaara (Mumbai, India), by pledging to 
raise £10,000 over a 3-year period. 

We are delighted to announce that we have well exceeded this amount and 
raised a staggering  

£11,258.59! 

This is thanks to you all for your ongoing support and encouragement in the 
vast array of different fund-raising activities we have done, such as curry nights 
and Christmas Tree Festivals. 

It is important to say this has not simply been about fund-raising but also about 
raising awareness of the vulnerable people in our society. Through these 
events we have been able to invite and involve people from the community. 

Where do we go next? 

Having met the target we set ourselves we are now thinking about how we 
would like to continue, and in what way. 

This is where we would like your help, thoughts and opinions. With the church 
Weekend Away coming up, it is an opportunity to have discussions about the 
following questions. 

Supporting charities 

We are a generous church and would like to continue to support Christian 
charities but will not be pledging to raise a specific amount of money as before. 

Should we have a list of 5 charities that we use different events to support? 

Are there specific charities that you think it would be important to support? 
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Events 

There are some events that we would like to continue to have, for example, 
curry nights, knitting egg cosies at Easter, and Open Gardens. 

Are there other events that you would like to continue to see happening? Which 
ones? 

Local-to-Global focus 

What do you feel you would like to see Local-to-Global focusing on as well as 
supporting charities? 

Involvement 

Local-to-Global is certainly not an exclusive group and we would like more 
people to be involved. 

Would you like to be involved in some way? 

Hopefully this will prompt some discussion. 

Anyone is welcome to come to our next meeting on  
Wednesday 21st March at 8pm in the Parish Room. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Joanna 
Project Garden in 
Holbeck, Leeds 
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Lord Jesus, we ask your blessing on 
the parents, grandparents and 
godparents of these young children. 
May they guide them with their own 
example of your love and always be 
ready to listen and to comfort, to 
laugh and to play, to encourage and 
to praise. Let us be shining examples 
to Violet Patricia, Harrison Smeeton 
and Oscar as they begin their journey 
with you. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Violet Patricia 

Oscar Harrison Smeeton 
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T the last Parochial Church Council meeting the Budget for 2018 was 
considered and approved. Our concern is that at the moment forecasts indicate 
we will have a shortfall of £5,000 for the year. This is mainly due to increased 

running costs and the larger sum we are asked to pay to the Diocese, part of which 
goes to help poorer parishes. Our total expenditure for the year is anticipated to be 
£143,000. 

The new tax year starts in April and many in our congregation who receive a state 
pension will see an increase of 3%. To meet our commitments average giving would 
have to increase by 5%. The PCC realises that everyone’s financial circumstances 
are different, but we do ask that you prayerfully reflect on whether you can help us by 
reviewing what you give now and see if you can help us cover this deficit. 

What is written below was first produced last year and we had a number of positive 
responses. The blue and white envelopes for the year starting 8 April 2018 are 
available at the rear of the church. For those who take blue envelopes please take the 
set with your name on it. Please could number 33 let me know who you are!  Those 
using white envelopes can take any pack. 

Regular Attender - Regular Giving 

It has been encouraging to see the number of new people joining us on Sundays. It 
would be good if you could consider supporting the ongoing life and ministry of this 
Church as well as helping us maintain the oldest building in Otley. 

We realise that many place cash in the offering plate when they attend, and we thank 
you for this. There are small yellow envelopes at the rear of church for those who can 
give under Gift Aid. Please complete the details requested.  

Others find setting up a monthly Standing Order with their banks helpful and should 
you wish to do this then please use the following bank details: 
Name of Account:  Parochial Church Council of Otley 
Name of Bank:  Barclays 
Sort Code:  20-37-13 
Account Number:  10088811 

Some of the congregation use weekly offering envelopes and these are available at 
the rear of the church – blue envelopes for those who can give under the Gift Aid 
Scheme (UK taxpayers), white for non-taxpayers. 

For those who can give under the Gift Aid Scheme, please see Norman Barr our 
Church Treasurer to obtain and complete a Gift Aid Declaration Form. 

A 
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Vicar  

Revd Graham Buttanshaw g.buttanshaw@gmail.com  01943 462240 

Curate 

Revd Jimmy Lawrence revjimmylawrence@gmail.com  

Associate Ministers 
Revd Roger Dedman roger.dedman@talktalk.net 01943 467540 
Revd Stewart Hartley sr.hartley47@gmail.com 01943 464106 
Revd John Parkin jamparkin@talktalk.net 01943 466895 

Readers  

Janet Buttanshaw buttanshawje@gmail.com 01943 462240 

Jackie Hird hirds@phonecoop.coop 01943 462858 

Churchwarden 
Barry Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472  

Deputy Churchwardens  
Kevin Keefe kevin@keefe.org.uk 07753 982719 
Barbara Nicholls babs.nicholls@gmail.com 07747 848074 

PCC Secretary 
Rosemary Ellen rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 01943 467646 

PCC Treasurer  
Norman Barr otleybarrs@googlemail.com 01943 464382 

Baptism Co-ordinator 
Glynis Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472 

Church Magazine Editor  
Stephen Hey stephenhey01@gmail.com 01943 969624 
 

 

 

Otley Parish Church 
Kirkgate ● Otley ● West Yorkshire 

Church Administrator:  Linda Sharp 

Church Office:  
“The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS 

Telephone: 01943 465927 

Email: info@otleyparishchurch.org 
Website: www.otleyparishchurch.org 
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Otley Parish Church 

Groups and Activities 

Beer Festival Allan Boddy 01943 466182 

Bell Ringers  Meg Morton  01943 461836 

Craftynuts Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Flower Arranging Val Tait 01943 464032 

Knit and Natter Jo Briscoe 01943 466515 

Little Sheep Eileen Barr 01943 464382 

 Anne Simkins 01943 968274 

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals  Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
      Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

Men’s Group Robert Sharp 01943 513017 

Messy Church Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Music Groups 

Worship Singing Team &  
ACTIVATE Band     Jimmy Lawrence 07539 118695 

     revjimmylawrence@gmail.com 

Church Band & 

Church Choir Pam Beck 01943 462283 

Newall Ladies Fellowship Val Tait 01943 464032 

Scrapbooking Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Steel Magnolias Shirley Parker 01943 466956 

Sunday Club and 7up Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Sustainability Group Dave Cherry 01943 463896 

Uniformed Groups Bev and Mark Rothery 01943 467016 

Welcome & Hospitality Jackie Hird 01943 462858 

Youth Group Jimmy Lawrence

  revjimmylawrence@gmail.com  
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