
   



  

 

 

 

  
Who Are We? 

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building in Otley – is at the 

heart of our town and, for over 1,000 years, people have been 

gathering here for worship and significant family and community 

events. There is a place for everyone, with Christ at the centre of 

it all. 

We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a journey of discovery, 

kindling hope as we go, helping one another to be more fully alive 

to the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d love you to share 

the journey with us. 

We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to Christ and 

in service to our local community. 

Join us in worshipping God together on Sundays and in daily life; 

be with us as we study and discern how to use the Bible in the 21st 

century; learn with us what it is to be 21st century disciples 

following Jesus and help us, with the other Churches in the town, 

to bring good news to Otley and far beyond. 
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Dear Friends, 

A member of our congregation recently said these or similar words to me: “I 
can accept all the stories of Jesus up to the crucifixion, but I’m really not sure 
about the resurrection.” 

I suspect that there are quite a few people who think the same, from within 
our Church and from the wider community. The reasoning for this is simple. 
People don’t rise from the dead, so the resurrection couldn’t have happened. 

What is strange is that I’m fairly sure this person believes in God. Not some 
little god, but God the creator of heaven and earth. A supreme being, 
shrouded in mystery certainly, but nonetheless ruling over all things. 

If there is such a God, then nothing is impossible for him or her. Raising up 
someone from death to new and eternal life is only strange to us because 
God doesn’t usually do it. Presumably the one who is responsible for creating 
our massive universe, possibly many universes, is capable of far more than 
we can ask or imagine. 

So, why did God intervene to do this extraordinary thing? Why would he 
break all the laws of nature which he had set up? Obviously, it was for 
something very important. 

The resurrection of Jesus to a new and eternal life is the foundation of our 
Christian faith. It is the guarantee that we are not trapped in a closed world, a 
world inevitably ending in death and destruction. It is the triumph of love over 
evil and death. 

GRAHAM 
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The resurrection of Jesus is the vindication of all he said and did, declaring 
with power that he is the Son of God. It is the assurance that we are destined 
for life forever in a healed universe. Jesus is the firstborn into that new 
creation, and there is a place for us all there. 

When I was visiting a Masai village 
in Kenya, I heard how the 
President of Kenya had visited the 
village a few weeks before. All the 
children were very excited that day, 
as well as the adults. But the adults 
kept the children away from the 
President, until it was time for them 
to sing their song. 

Having sung their song, the children were supposed to wave farewell and 
retreat to the outskirts of the gathering. But one brave boy ran to where the 
President was seated and put his head down to be greeted. (Masai children 
approach you and bow their head expecting you to bless them by putting 
your hand on the top of their head. If you don’t they gently head-butt you!) 

When the President put his hand on the child’s head in a friendly and 
welcoming manner, all the children rushed forward and queued up to be 
similarly blessed by the President. 

This is an illustration of what Jesus has done for us. Jesus the Son of God, 
risen from death, goes into the presence of God the Father, pioneering the 
way for all of us. So we follow him boldly, assured of our welcome.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vicar: Graham Buttanshaw 

The resurrection of Jesus 
to a new and eternal life is 
the foundation of our 
Christian faith. 

“ 
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Betty Tempest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Betty. 

We know you have been coming to Otley 

Parish Church for more years than many 

of us have been alive! Some of us know 

you a little; some may know quite a bit 

about you, but others may know nothing. 

We’d all love to know more, so hope you 

won’t mind answering a few questions 

about yourself. Thank you!  

Q. When were you born and where did you grow up? 
A. I was born in May 1921 in a small cottage on West Chevin Road in Otley. I 
lived there with my parents until I was about 5 years old. We then moved 
across the river to The Crescent. After about 38 years there we moved again 
to a house on Prince Henry Road, where I stayed until I moved into Teal 
Beck House about 4 years ago. 

 
Q. Where did you go to school? 
A. My primary school was North Parade in Otley. At the age of 13 I went to 
Prince Henry’s Grammar School.  

 
Q. When did you become a Christian? 
A. My mum was a Christian, so I grew up knowing much about Jesus and the 
Christian faith. I went regularly to Sunday School at Newall Hall from the age of 
5. Later, I went to Sunday School at Otley Parish Church Hall in Burras Lane 
and then began to attend church regularly. I’ve been coming here ever since.   
 

 

In the HOT seat…  
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Q. What was your occupation? 
A. I left school when I was 16 and went to work as a clerical assistant at the 
Otley printing machine manufacturers, Dawson, Payne & Elliott. Later, I 
became secretary to Mr Neville Bousefield, headmaster at Prince Henry’s 
School.  

Q. Do you have brothers and sisters? 
A. I had a brother, Sam, who was 4 years younger than me. Sadly, he died 
from pancreatic cancer in 2004 when he was 79 years old. He worked as a 
pattern maker at Dawson, Payne & Elliott and later used to teach joinery. He 
made two or three pieces of furniture for Otley Parish Church.  

Q. Do you have a favourite Christian hymn or song? 
A. I have always enjoyed “As pants the hart for cooling streams” (Psalm 42 
verses 1 & 2), although I don’t remember the last time we sang it at church – 
probably many years ago! 

Q. Do you like music? Do you have a favourite piece? 
A. I like classical music. One of my favourite pieces is the Italian opera 
“Nabucco” by Verdi. The libretto is based on the biblical books of Jeremiah 
and Daniel. 

Q. Can you play a musical instrument? 
A. No!   

Q. Do you have a favourite part of Yorkshire that you like to visit? 
A. My favourite place, without a doubt, is Dob Park just 3 miles north of 
Otley. My brother’s ashes are scattered there. 

Q. What about holiday places where you have been? 
A. I used to go on many walking holidays both in this country as well as in 
Switzerland, Austria and Northern Italy. One of my most enjoyable holidays 
was a 2-week walking holiday through the Vienna Woods with my best friend.  

Q. Is there somewhere you would like to go on holiday where you’ve 
not been before, regardless of expense? 
A. Southern Italy. I’ve been to many other parts of Europe but have never 
been there. 

Q. A book you really enjoyed reading? Any special reason? 
A. Although I haven’t read anything for a long time, I used to enjoy the Rogue 
Herries Chronicles by Hugh Walpole. The stories are all based in the 
Borrowdale district of the Lake District – another of my favourite parts of the 
country. 
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Q. Over the years what have you done that you’ve really enjoyed as a 
way of relaxing. 
A. I used to love knitting. During the 2nd World War I knitted khaki jumpers 
for the Women’s Royal Voluntary Service (WRVS). For a long time, I was a 
member of Otley Photographic Society and particularly loved taking 
landscape photos. Also, I was in the Girl Guides from the age of 13. I 
thoroughly enjoyed this and eventually became a Guide leader. 

Q. What would be your favourite meal – 2 or even 3 courses? 
A. My favourite meal would be cold salmon with a watercress salad, followed 
by some fresh fruit, especially home-grown raspberries with fresh cream. 

Q. If you were to spend a whole year on a desert island on your own 
what luxury would you take with you? 
A. To survive, I would need to take two things, please – my bible, and a 
portable radio with lots of batteries.   

Q. Which one word best describes your life right now? 
A. Let me think… Old? Tired? Happy? I’ll say, Content. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAGAZINE COPY DATE 
Copy Date for the  

JUNE EDITION 2018 

of our Church Magazine is 

SUNDAY 20th MAY 2018 
News and feature articles will  

be gratefully received.  
Please submit them to 

Stephenhey01@gmail.com 
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May 10th to May 20th 

“I cannot remember in my life anything that I’ve been 
involved in where I have sensed so clearly  

the work of the Spirit.” 

- Archbishop Justin Welby 

Thy Kingdom Come global prayer movement invites Christians 
around the world to pray between Ascension and Pentecost for 

more people to come to know Jesus Christ.  

It started in 2016 as an invitation to the Church of England from 
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York but has grown into an 

international and ecumenical call to prayer. 

HERE IN OTLEY 
Paul and Claire, at Casa Vitae Café, have extended an invitation 

to all to come and pray in their café upper room.  

This is promoted by Christians in Otley to join in with  
the international initiative. 

Casa Vitae upper room will 
be OPEN each day from  

8am to 8pm  
between Friday May 11th 
and Saturday May 19th  

   EXCEPT SUNDAY MAY 13th 
when we are encouraged to 
include prayer in our own  

church services 

MEET OTHERS ⚫ COME WITH OTHERS ⚫ PRAY ALONE 

 THERE IS AN INFORMATION FLYER  
on the table at the back of church with more details.  
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THE PRAYER FOR THY KINGDOM COME 

 

 

 

 

 

Almighty God, 
your ascended Son has sent us into the world 

to preach the good news of your kingdom: 
inspire us with your Spirit 

and fill our hearts with the fire of your love, 
that all who hear your Word 

may be drawn to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SEE 
 

FOR PLENTY OF USEFUL RESOURCES 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 20th,  
there will be a joint churches celebration                             

in Otley Market Place at 11am 

 

www.thykingdomcome.global 

http://www.thykingdomcome.global/
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ZOE AND MARTYN SMITH on the birth of their 

third child, Benjamin. He was born on 2nd April and weighed 8lbs 6oz. 

Benjamin’s siblings, Anna (3½) and Elliot (6½) look delighted to have a baby 

brother.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO HAZEL AND 
SIMON on their marriage held here in 
church on Saturday 21st April. They have 
now been worshipping with us for almost 
18 months. We wish them every blessing 
in their lives together. They are most 
grateful to all who worked hard in the 
church on their wedding day, especially in 
the preparing and serving of refreshments. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DAVE and 

CAROL CHERRY on the birth of their 

grandson, Noah. He was born last 

month on 11th April in Leamington Spa, 

to mum Katherine and dad Tim (shown 

left). Katherine is Dave and Carol’s 

daughter. She and Tim were married at 

Otley Parish Church in August 2015. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

GEOFF PARK who was 

recently appointed Leeds 

Diocese’s Chief Finance 

Officer. He is now busy 

learning about the Anglican 

church to best understand 

future challenges and 

opportunities. 

“I come from a Methodist and 
Baptist background and so it’s 
fascinating to learn all about 
the Church of England’s 
structures,” said Geoff, who 
originally hails from Garsdale in 
the north west corner of the 
Yorkshire Dales. 

In the autumn, when Geoff has had six months to settle into this important 
role he’ll be telling us something about what his work as Finance Officer 
entails. 

We’ll also look forward to hearing from Geoff’s wife Gill in October. She’ll be 
in our “In the Hot Seat” feature. 
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At the recent APCM, we spent some time reflecting on the year that has 
just passed and it was enormously encouraging to hear so many areas of 
church life mentioned with great enthusiasm and a deep sense of 
gratitude. I personally felt moved to mention the Men’s Group (I promise 
you, Robert hadn’t nudged me in the ribs, nor paid me afterwards) and 
how encouraging it is that the men of OPC are so good at meeting 
together, serving in the church and wider community and being 
supportive of one another. The local church is often perceived as an 
increasingly female-dominated institution these days and I believe we’re 
blessed at OPC to have so many men of faith in our midst. 

The other area I mentioned is events and I admitted to finding it one of 
the tougher aspects of my job. The role of events manager is complex 
and varied, and combining it with my role as Church administrator (aka 
A&E Consultant) is extremely challenging. My hope for the events we 
host at OPC is that they should provide an opportunity for us to offer a 
high class Christian welcome to visitors who would otherwise never come 
into the church building. What an opportunity we have to be the visible 
light of Christ when people from the town and beyond come in to enjoy a 
concert, fashion show, or ceilidh!  

My observation is that it tends to be the same people who volunteer time 
and time again to help out at events and I would love to see that number 
increase and the load spread more evenly among us. I’ve been to the 
majority of events we’ve held since the building was reordered in 2015 
and have thoroughly enjoyed feeling part of a team working together to 
provide high quality hospitality and I’m proud of the reputation we’re 
gaining as a venue. You may rest assured that every single hirer of our 
church is told from the outset that the building is first and foremost a place 
of worship and I make no apology for that. 

Contd. on page 24 

  

Linda Sharp, Church Administrator 
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Salvation by Allegiance Alone 
Reviewer: Revd. Jimmy Lawrence 
 

During my sermon on April 8th, I argued that 
you shouldn’t think of Faith as being only 
about ascribing to a set of beliefs, but that 
Faith could be understood as Allegiance to 
King Jesus. I got this idea from a book 
written by Matthew Bates: “Salvation by 
Allegiance Alone.” 
 
Why is this important? Because Paul says in 
Ephesians 2:8 “You have been saved through faith”, 
so knowing what faith means is really important 
because faith leads us to Salvation. In his book, 
Bates starts by outlining all the things that faith isn’t! 

Firstly, he says, “You might be tempted to think that real Christian faith 
demands unfettered optimism… just stay positive.” This isn’t a Christian 
approach because in the Bible faith is always directed towards someone; it’s 
not a general feeling of good will. Secondly, Bates argues that you can’t 
reduce faith to intellectual assent. He says that sometimes faith gets boiled 
down to “salvation by knowledge… all God requires of a person for eternal 
salvation is to hold a specific belief as factual – that Jesus died for my sins.” 
The problem with this is that there are plenty of examples in the Bible of 
people who knew who Jesus was and definitely weren’t saved… what about 
the demons in Mark 1:24 who say to Jesus, “I know who you are, the Holy 
One of God!” They would get full marks on a theology pop quiz, but that 
doesn’t mean they are saved. 
 
Let’s remember that any word in the Bible must first mean what was meant to 
the original writers and the original readers of the Bible. Words can change 
their meaning over time. If we want to find out what the original readers and 
writers thought about the word faith, we need to ask ourselves, ‘What context 
was the Bible written in and in that context what did Average Joe think faith 
was?’ Once we’ve answered that question we’ll have a better idea of how 
faith should be understood for today. Time for a bit of Greek – the New 
Testament wasn’t written in English. It was written in Greek and we read the 
English translation. The English word ‘faith’ is the translation of the Greek 
word pistis. So what did pistis mean to the Average Joe in the 1st Century? 

BOOK REVIEW 
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Matthew Bates says, “In the broader Greco-Roman world, the word ‘gospel’ 
could mean good news of military victory, or of the emperor’s birth or reign. 
The terms ‘Lord’ and ‘Saviour’ were a favoured term used by the emperor to 
describe himself… As part of this broader cultural climate, the Greek word 
pistis had sociopolitical overtones of loyalty to the emperor.”  
 
Let me explain this by telling a story. You are a farmer, minding your own 
business and trying to make a living, year in year out. A few hundred miles 
down south your son is currently fighting a war against a fierce Empire which 
has come to England from the Mediterranean. One day a man wearing 
splendid armour and riding the biggest horse you’ve ever seen gallops into 
the village and says, “I have come to proclaim the Gospel to you. The war 
was won by the Empire of Rome, Caesar is now your Lord and Saviour. 
Come and give him your pistis.”. 
 
In this context you can see that the Centurion isn’t telling you to ‘trust’ in 
Caesar or ‘believe’ in him in some way. There is no believing to be done – 
the evidence is clear for anyone to see. You are being asked to give your 
loyalty, your allegiance, your realty to the new King. 
 
Contrast that with the Good News of King Jesus who has also won a battle 
and has declared that his Kingdom is now over all the earth. He also invites 
us to put our pistis / faith in him. And remember the crucial differences, that 
Jesus won that battle not by killing others but by offering himself to be killed. 
He invites us into a multi-ethnic Kingdom of Love, not an Empire of 
domination. 
 
Next time you read the Bible and see the word faith, try re-reading the 
sentence and change it for allegiance or loyalty. See what happens to your 
understanding of the passage. Does it illuminate a fresh perspective? When I 
conceive faith in this way I am challenged to ask two questions: 
 
1. Is my faith about more than just “going to Church” or about a way of life 

which is based on who my King is and what Kingdom I’m part of? 

2. Does the way I live my life show that my allegiance has actually been 
given to a different King? 

 
Salvation by Allegiance Alone, by Matthew W. Bates 
Published by: Baker Publishing, Grand Rapids, USA 
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OMETIMES I wonder what would happen if more 
people in Otley were to know I am a Christian. Could I 
share my faith and tell them about Jesus?  

My guess is most responses would range from indifference and disinterest to 

mild ridicule or criticism. I am fortunate I can indulge these fantasies and 

guess the reality of the responses.  

In many countries it is dangerous to be identified as a Christian and to share 

your faith, especially what Christianity believes about Jesus. Reactions range 

from discrimination to persecution and death.  

The World Watch List (2018) identifies the 50 most dangerous countries 

where it’s most dangerous to follow Jesus. Here’s the top twenty list: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S 

  1  North Korea 

  2  Afghanistan 

  3  Somalia 

  4  Sudan 

  5  Pakistan 

  6  Eritrea 

  7  Libya 

  8  Iraq 

  9  Yemen 

10  Iran 

11  India 

12  Saudi Arabia 

13  Maldives 

14  Nigeria 

15  Syria 

16  Uzbekistan 

17  Egypt 

18  Vietnam 

19  Turkmenistan 

20  Laos 
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World Watch identifies three trends in Christian persecution: 

1. Radical Islam (this is spreading from the middle east across Asia and 

Africa). 

2. Religious Nationalism (e.g. Hinduism in India and Buddhism in 

Myanmar). 

3. Intense persecution in central Asia (the “Stan” countries), resulting from 

a revival of Islam and pro-Islam Governments in these countries. 

Christians in 2018 are facing persecution from a variety of 

sources. However, the most widespread, and 

spreading, source of persecution is Islam. 

We need to ask – will there be a time 

when we will face similar 

persecution? 

The symbol in the photo is the 

Arabic letter “N”. Islamic 

State painted this on Christian 

homes under their rule. The 

“N” stands for Nazarene, their 

term for Christians. This 

symbol was subsequently used 

by Christian supporters to express 

solidarity with persecuted Christians. 

Lambeth Palace use it on their twitter feed. 

Please read the full report about the World Watch List 2018: 

https://www.opendoorsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/WWL2018-

BookletNew.pdf 

I am a Church representative for the Barnabas Fund which supports 

persecuted Christians. Please get in touch with me if you are interested in 

supporting persecuted Christians. See me in church on a Sunday or email 

me at: grahamphome@yahoo.co.uk 

Graham Paley 
 

 

mailto:grahamphome@yahoo.co.uk
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Our feature this month is the seventh in our fascinating Heritage 
Tour series compiled by Allan Boddy and Margaret Parkin. The 
series explores many aspects of the history and heritage of Otley 
Parish Church buildings and its artefacts.   

This month, Ken Dale looks at the history of Weston Estate 
Family Church. 

 

 

For over 30 years a church plant from Otley Parish Church provided a focus 
for Christian ministry and community on the Weston Estate. However, the 
story does not start with the erection of a building. It starts with a vision, 
because without that vision W.E.F.C. would not have materialised. 

In the 1960s Reverend Pat Ashe (Vicar at Otley Parish Church) had a 
concern for the people of Weston Estate - a relatively new housing 
development and one located far from the Parish Church. For two summers 
he and his family camped on the playing field of the estate during August, 
and in the second year he brought along a large tent and services were held 
which were very well attended. Also at this time, a curate from the Parish 
Church, Reverend Roy Clarke, moved from his house in the town to a council 
house in Meagill Rise on the estate, enabling him to minister more easily to 
those around. 

In those days the Parish had a policy of giving away half its income and, 
since the Parish Church was in need of decoration, the P.C.C. had the vision 
of a 'Triple Project' which involved £10,000 for redecorating the Parish 
Church, £3,000 for a church centre at Embarcacion in Argentina, plus a 
building on the Weston Estate. 

So land was purchased and a church hall of prefabricated wood and glass 
construction was erected with an adjoining brick-built curate's house at a total 

O 

WESTON ESTATE FAMILY CHURCH 
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cost of £11,000 (equivalent to about £200,000 today). The hall could seat 
over 100 people and included a kitchen, office/small meeting room, toilets 
and entrance lobby. The building opened in September 1967 with a 
dedication service led by the Archdeacon of Bradford, William Johnston. A 
prominent feature on the outside of the building was the large, blue and 
white, internally illuminated cross, pointing to the love of God for those living 
on the Weston Estate. 

The first 'curate in residence' at W.E.F.C. was Reverend Ray Gibson whose 
catchphrase 'B.A.F.' (Bring Another Family) resounded round the estate. The 
congregation quickly rose to between 50 and 90 each Sunday. Ray was 
followed by Reverend Tony Thompson, an ex-missionary who had been 
working in Paraguay. Under Tony evangelism on the estate continued and in 
1973 the Friendship Club was started, giving opportunity for people to meet 
each week. Tony would not use a car but travelled by motor bike since it gave 
him greater opportunity to stop and chat with people on the Weston Estate. 

The next Curate after Tony was Reverend John Poole, who continued the 
teaching and encouraged house fellowship groups. The last residential 
Curate was Reverend Geoffrey Percival, who moved to Windhill in 1981. 

In 1980 a Parish Stewardship Mission encouraged the use of talents in the 
Church and many people started to help with the worship services. This was  
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very useful when the Parish was down to the Vicar and one Curate (from 
three in the 1960s), resulting in more limited availability of the clergy. 

Many people were also involved with teaching Sunday School classes (at 
one time there were 5 classes), leading the G.F.S. (Girl's Friendly Society) 
and Pathfinder groups, running the Luncheon and Friendship Clubs. The 
Luncheon Club met weekly to provide a hot meal for up to 30 people, many 
of whom would otherwise be on their own. 

When the Sunday morning Family Services ceased at W.E.F.C. in December 
1993 the congregation transferred to the Parish Church and took part in the 
worship there. Monthly Sunday evening services continued for some years 
offering informal, contemporary worship – a forerunner to our present-day 
Activate services. 

The pre-fabricated building began to show its age and needed significant 
work, including a new roof, to keep it open. In January 2003, after much 
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debate and with some reluctance, the PCC decided to close W.E.F.C. The 
building was demolished that spring and the car park area and part of the 
garden of the house were sold for housing. The former curate's house 
continued to be rented out for a number of years until that was also sold. 
Recently, the remaining land has been sold to a local builder. 

The Friendship Club, led by Mavis Bowman, continued to meet until 2011 at 
the Weston Lane Social Club after the W.E.F.C. building was closed. At its 
peak there were over 50 members meeting regularly with a varied 
programme of activities, including speakers, meals, Old-time Music Hall and 
annual UK or foreign holidays. 

So the history of W.E.F.C. is about much more than the building, but the 
growth of a Christian community, reaching out to the Weston Estate and 
touching lives with the love of God in Jesus. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen O'Hara shares some memories  
of the Weston Estate Family Church 

 

Our church was, as its name defines, a family church.  

It was a great place to grow in my new found Christian faith in my 
late teens. The church was growing and had such a love and 
nurture for children and young people.  

We sang from a new music book called ‘Youth Praise’ and learned 
worship songs with our youth leaders and other young people. My 
brother started to play them on his guitar, so we asked the Curate 
and leaders if we could sing them occasionally in church. They 
readily appreciated all that we had to offer and eagerly learnt some 
of our songs too. When I met my husband Des, he joined us with 
his bass guitar.  

When our children came along, they too had a lovely church with 
all the facilities for teaching them about Jesus. As they got older 
they sent them on Pathfinder camps and other youth events too. 
We had a willing team of children/young people’s leaders from 
within our church working with children from crèche to teens. It was 
a special time in our lives... I met some wonderful people, many 
long gone but never forgotten. 
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Good morning, Lord! 

Great is your faithfulness and your steadfast love! Your 
mercies are made new every morning. 

I don’t know what is going to happen today, but you do. So 
I give this day to you. 

Fill me with your Holy Spirit and energise me for your work. 
Awaken me to the wonder of your salvation and quicken my 
spirit to your presence in my life. 

This day is yours. My body is yours. My mind is yours. 
Everything I am is yours. 

You will be faithful to complete the good work you’ve 
started, and as I step out into my day I declare your 
sovereignty over every area of my life. I entrust myself to 
you and ask that you use me however you see fit. 

May you be pleased with me today. 

Amen. 

Contd. from page 10 

I do also understand that there are people who feel uncomfortable with the 
church being used for activities which are not in themselves an act of 
worship. No one would be more delighted than me if our church family grew 
to the point where there were out and out Christian activities happening 24/7 
but we are a very, very long way from that position. It might just be that the 
quickest route to achieving that is to actively engage with the events we host 
and give both hirers and audiences a glimpse of the Kingdom of God. 

If after reading this, you’d like to know more about volunteering at events, I’d 
be delighted to hear from you. My contact details can be found at the top of 
page 26 of this magazine. 
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100% Free Bible Game App for Children 

As a parent, I am always on the lookout for two things: safe games for my 

children to play on their tablets, and sound teaching aids to help them learn 

the Bible. Guardians of Ancora is great on both fronts. Coming from Scripture 

Union, Ancora is a free game (with no hidden costs) for your tablet, that is 

aimed at 8-11-year-olds (but can be played by younger children). Set in the 

mythical world of Ancora, your character works their way through various 

levels, getting access to Bible stories, which you read, along the way. 

Noah (age 8) writes: 

I love Ancora and have been playing it for the last six months. My brother and 

I like to play it and compare what stories we have learnt from the Bible and 

which levels we have been on. The game is really fun because you get to 

interact with the Bible in a game where you get to run around and do tricks, 

going to all kinds of different places. In every place, there is something really 

cool to do, like collecting objects. There are also parts where you can make 

posters, take quizzes and collect rewards. The game is easy to use but has 

different difficulty levels which make the game fun and challenging. When 

you play the game, it helps you learn about the Bible in a really active way. 

Jonathan Thomas 

Evangelical Magazine of Wales 

Copy this link to your browser to download the app: 
https://guardiansofancora.com/play-the-game/ 
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Revd Graham Buttanshaw g.buttanshaw@gmail.com  01943 462240 
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Website: www.otleyparishchurch.org 

 

 

 

@otleyparishchurch @otleyallsaints 

mailto:g.buttanshaw@gmail.com
mailto:jimmylawrence@gmail.com
mailto:jamparkin@talktalk.net
mailto:buttanshawje@gmail.com
mailto:hirds@phonecoop.coop
mailto:barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com
mailto:stephenhey01@gmail.com
mailto:info@otleyparishchurch.org


27 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Otley Parish Church 

Groups and Activities 

Beer Festival Allan Boddy 01943 466182 

Bell Ringers  Meg Morton  01943 461836 

Craftynuts Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Flower Arranging Val Tait 01943 464032 

Knit and Natter Jo Briscoe 01943 466515 

Little Sheep Eileen Barr 01943 464382 

 Anne Simkins 01943 968274 

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals  Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
      Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

Men’s Group Robert Sharp 01943 513017 

Messy Church Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Music Groups 

Worship Singing Team &  
ACTIVATE Band     Jimmy Lawrence 07539 118695 

     revjimmylawrence@gmail.com 

Church Band & 

Church Choir Pam Beck 01943 462283 

Newall Ladies Fellowship Val Tait 01943 464032 

Scrapbooking Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Steel Magnolias Shirley Parker 01943 466956 

Sunday Club and 7up Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Sustainability Group Dave Cherry 01943 463896 

Uniformed Groups Bev and Mark Rothery 01943 467016 

Welcome & Hospitality Jackie Hird 01943 462858 

Youth Group Jimmy Lawrence

  revjimmylawrence@gmail.com  
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