Who Are We?

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building in Otley – is at the
heart of our town and, for over 1,000 years, people have been
gathering here for worship and significant family and community
events. There is a place for everyone, with Christ at the centre of
it all.
We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a journey of discovery,
kindling hope as we go, helping one another to be more fully alive
to the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d love you to share
the journey with us.
We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to Christ and
in service to our local community.
Join us in worshipping God together on Sundays and in daily life;
be with us as we study and discern how to use the Bible in the 21st
century; learn with us what it is to be 21st century disciples
following Jesus and help us, with the other Churches in the town,
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond.
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GRAHAM
Dear Friends,
I don’t have too many memories of my mother. She died when I was 12. But
one memory was stirred by the royal wedding.
I must have been about 9 years old when a BBC documentary was made
about the royal family. Being Irish, we were hardly royalists, but watched the
programme at our home in Dublin anyway. I barely remember anything about
it except that I ended up thinking how lucky the royal children were and that
I’d very much like to be a prince!
When I told my mother that I’d like to be a prince, I remember being surprised
by her response. I can’t recall in detail what she said except that she helped
me imagine what it would really be like to be a prince, and basically how hard
it would be. She certainly shattered my illusions and I can remember feeling
a little bit sorry for the princes - though still slightly jealous of them.
I’m not saying there’s anything wrong with boys or girls wanting to be princes
or princesses, or dressing up and acting out roles. We need to encourage
imaginative play among children and perhaps among adults too.
Imagination can lead one astray, or make one fearful, as happens to Will
Thacker when he turns down Anna Scott in the film “Notting Hill”. Julia
Roberts plays Hollywood film star Anna, who asks Will (Hugh Grant) to look
beyond his anxiety about the Hollywood razzamatazz and see who she really
is: “... just a girl standing in front of a boy, asking him to love her.” (Still brings
tears to my eyes!)
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A disciplined and adult imagination helps us understand many situations.
When we imagine what it is like to be in someone else’s shoes it can change
our attitude and draw us into prayer and action.
Understanding someone’s situation leads to a natural empathy, but we may
have to work hard at it. Just as a prince isn’t defined by being a prince, so
many of the labels we give people do not define them but we can be lazy and
not look beyond them. Hatred and prejudice is so often a failure of the
imagination.
A little knowledge and a bit of imagination might cause us to look out for
someone who’s just had a baby, or someone who is new to our
neighbourhood. It may lead us to support a foreigner seeking asylum, or pray
for our government, or for a just peace in Syria, or lead us to give money to
the work of Joanna among prostitutes in Leeds.
Our own imagination, our own ability to visualise any situation will be limited
in many ways, but other people can help us see our blind spots and fill in
some of our lack of experience or knowledge. It’s good to have friends and
be part of a broad community that does that.
As a child I made a superficial judgement about other people’s lives. I fear
that I still sometimes do that! But I am constantly challenged by Jesus’
command to love one’s neighbour as oneself. That requires a lot of
imagination.
With love,

Vicar: Graham Buttanshaw
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Maurice and Eileen Armstrong
CONGRATULATIONS to Maurice
and Eileen Armstrong who have
made an outstanding contribution to
their community. They have been
recognised with civic awards and
made Honorary Citizens of Otley.
The award is for their many years of
teaching swimming and life-saving, coaching triathlon and organising
swimming galas.
Town Mayor, Councillor Mary Vickers who presented the award said, “This
couple should be proud of their contributions, over so many years, to promote
health and exercise to so many people.”
Maurice (94) and Eileen (91) are living proof that it pays to exercise. Just 18
weeks ago Eileen broke her hip after a nasty fall, but she is already back on her
feet and walking up and down the Chevin with Maurice and her wheel walker.
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UR LIVES were
dramatically turned
upside down on the
afternoon of Friday 6th
October 2017.
It was the day Andy was
diagnosed with cancer
– Stage 3 Germ Cell. We
were
certainly
not
expecting this news. At
Jen
Charlotte
Andy
that very moment, the
time of day had no relevance. Nothing in the future was certain. Time
had stopped. We felt frozen in our tracks.
One of the hardest things we had to do after receiving this devastating news was
to tell Charlotte that Daddy had cancer. She was only five years old at the time
and at that young age children have little or no understanding of what this means.
Almost immediately after hearing the sad news she asked me to take her to
church so she could put a prayer on the Prayer Tree. We went there on
Wednesday 25th October and sat for a whole hour while she asked me lots of
questions about Daddy’s cancer. Just before we went home again, Charlotte
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said, “I want you to bring me to church every
Sunday”. We went the very next Sunday and
we’ve barely missed a Sunday service since.
That first day at church was very hard for me. I was
tired. I was physically and emotionally weak. I was
in tears.
Despite everything Charlotte has been wonderfully
strong, patient, caring and loving. She says that
throughout this seven-month journey the church has
been a happy and safe place to be. It has helped her
so very much.
These past months have been incredibly difficult
for us all.

Charlotte puts her
prayer for Daddy
on the Prayer Tree.

I have gone through very stressful times with many additional and inevitable
pressures – worry, stress, anxiety, hospital visiting, the effect of the
chemotherapy on Andy, his major surgery, looking after Charlotte, tiredness,
as well as my work and all the normal day-to-day routines of family life.
However, this hugely worrying and anxious time has wonderfully brought Andy
and me even closer together.

Charlotte with her Daddy in St. James’s
Hospital while he was undergoing
chemotherapy treatment.

On Wednesday 9th May,
we heard the miraculous
news that Andy’s cancer
had completely gone and
that no further treatment
would be necessary. We
were stunned, shocked,
surprised. It was a magical
moment, rather like a light
shining in the darkness.

Being on your own as a
family when life is so hard
must be extremely difficult.
But, thankfully, we haven’t been on our own. We have been blown away by the
amazing support of so many kind people. A year ago, it would have been almost
impossible to believe that our local church could offer us such kindness,
understanding, care, love and prayer. It really has been unbelievable. So many
very special friendships have been made that we know will last a lifetime.
An extra special friendship that has developed is with Carol and Dave Cherry. I
met them on my very first Sunday at church with Charlotte. So strong is this ►
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friendship bond that both
our families have become
a solid rock for each
other. Carol had been
going through a rough
time with cancer just as
Andy was. Dave was
also an amazing support
for Charlotte. She says,
“He took me under his
wing, he gave me hope,
he brought me so much
fun, he was there for
me”.
Andy and I first met
almost exactly ten years
ago on 19th June 2008. It
Jen
Dave
Charlotte
Carol
was at a “FATSO” (For All
the Saints in Otley) fundraising event for Otley Parish Church held at The Fleece
pub. Andy had been invited to go with a friend of his who was a member of the
church. I went with my mother who was also a member of the church at the time.
Did God bring us together? We got engaged just four weeks later and were
married in church in July the following year by John Parkin.
Thanks to so much prayer, Andy is slowly getting better and beginning to feel
a little stronger. He has been very brave throughout the whole of this very long
journey, and although it’s not at an end yet, he is hoping to be able to return to
work in September.
It was so lovely that as a family we could all be together at the Church
Weekend Away in April – it was our “best weekend ever!”
We want to thank everyone for their love and support and especially for their
prayers.
Four days after Andy was given the all clear Graham Buttanshaw kindly agreed
to read to the church congregation an appreciation note that I had written.
Charlotte stood alongside him and in a very simple way said, “Thank you to
everyone. You all mean so much to me.” She got a wonderful round of applause
which was surely not meant just for her but also as a way of thanking God for
his loving care for all the family and for the healing of Andy from his cancer.
Jen Brownless
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Something for parents and their children to do

Now is the time of year when there’s a lot of fresh fruit
on the trees and in the shops. It tastes wonderful, is
good for our health and colourful to look at. There’s
another kind of ‘fruit’ that’s good for us too...
THINKING AND TALKING ABOUT FRUIT
Watermelon, peaches, raspberries, strawberries, pineapples, mangos, to
name just a few… there are so many delicious fruits to choose from in the
shops.
The next time you go food shopping, take your child and choose with them a
selection of their favourite fruits. As you choose, look at the packaging or
labels, and notice where the fruit has come from. Was it grown in this
country, or elsewhere? Think of all the people who have been involved in
bringing it to your shopping trolley.
When you get home and eat some of the fruit, think about how it grows – did
it grow on a tree, or on the ground, or on a bush?
Talk about how the fruit does you good – it’s full of vitamins and fibre that
keep us healthy.
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Say thank you to God for fruit, for the pleasure it brings when we eat it and
for the good it does to our bodies.
A DIFFERENT KIND OF FRUIT
Fruit is a great image for the good things we do in our lives. You want your
children to make good choices as they grow up, ‘to be a credit to you’.
At school your children might talk about values. Some of these values are in
the Bible and are talked about as ‘fruit’ in our lives.
“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” (Galatians 5)
How can we help our children grow these fruits in their lives? Which do you
think are the most important?
As you eat fruit with your children, remember that most fruit takes a long time
to grow. All that you do on your journey of faith to help your children develop
fruits of the spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control – also takes a long time. Some may
not fully develop until they are grown up.
FRUIT-MATCH ACTIVITY
If you’d like to explore this idea with your children, how about choosing three
or four of the “fruits of the spirit” and matching them to real fruits?
For example, love can be matched to strawberries (they look like hearts), joy
could be your child’s favourite fruit, match goodness to a banana as it’s so
nutritious.
Make a fruit salad together and take turns telling each other which one to eat.
With each fruit, say a small prayer to ask God to give you that “fruit” in your
life.
For example, when eating a strawberry, you could pray: “Dear God, thank
you for this yummy strawberry, and help us to
be more loving, Amen.”
Or when eating a banana: “Dear God, thank
you for all the goodness this banana will give
my body. Please help me to do good things for
those around me, Amen.”
Article taken from www.churchofenglandchristenings.org with permission.
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Our feature this month is the eighth in our fascinating Heritage
Tour series compiled by Allan Boddy and Margaret Parkin. The
series explores many aspects of the history and heritage of Otley
Parish Church buildings and its artefacts.
This month, Margaret Parkin looks at “The All Saints’ Alphabet”.
It gives you a brief and simple look at the A-Z around our church.
It’s not a comprehensive list – just a taster – and your list may
well differ from this one.
ALPHA – the first letter of the Greek alphabet – variously interpreted as
meaning ‘beginning’ or ‘most significant occurrence’. God declared himself as
“I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last”. You can see this letter in the
top left of the East Window.
BOOKS – the oldest we have is a book of sermons preached in the Otley
parish, and mostly in our church, between 1642 and 1644. Written for the
Fairfax family – looks as if it’s written in a code, but it’s simply in the
handwriting style of the day.
CORBELS – are load-bearing brackets. Look up and you will see these on
the roof beams either side of the nave. Fourteen angels are carved on them
– look around to see if you can find two more!
DEVIL’S DOOR – in the Middle Ages this was the name often used for the
North Door. It was traditionally left open during baptisms to let out any evil
spirits in the child. Our door dates to c. 1530.
EASTER SEPULCHRE – this elaborately carved monument in the Chancel
hides a secret. A door behind it was closed up when the monument was
inserted – originally the most direct route home for the vicar to his vicarage
opposite in Church Lane. How many faces can you see? The monument to
Walter Fawkes and his wife Sophia was placed here in 1852.
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FONT – Thomas Chippendale was baptised in our church on 5th June 1718
but not at the font you see in the church now. This one was given by Francis
Darwin of Bramhope in memory of his mother Ann Rhodes in 1868.
GALLERIES – in 1793 a gallery was erected in front of the Chancel Arch and
housed the organ. In 1851, the gallery was removed, and the organ moved to
the west end of the church and placed on a gallery which had been erected
in 1757, which is where our new mezzanine now is.
HALLMARKS – many of our communion vessels, candlesticks, plates and
other items bear these makers marks which tell us by whom, where and
when they were made. Our oldest? We have a Chalice dated 1660.
INCUMBENTS – beside the lectern is a list of vicars starting with Galfrides
de Bridlington in 1267 and ending with Graham Buttanshaw who came here
in 1999… and then we run out of space!
JESUS – is at the centre of our worship and of our vision too. You will see
him in the centre main light of the East Window and another 10 times in
windows depicting his life from Nativity to Resurrection.
KNEELERS – The ones in front of the altar rails, embroidered in colours to
echo the colours in the East Window, were worked by church members,
Sallie Finch, Karen Weir, June Dale, Jennifer Peckham, Barbara Taylor and
Walter Hudson.
LECTERN – the word lectern comes from the Latin legere meaning ‘to read’.
The Bible or other service books were used from here. Our lectern was given
in memory of Mr Garnett in 1868.
MOTHERS UNION BANNER – is at the top of the south porch stairs. It was
embroidered in 1968 by Hetty Forest, a Mothers Union member, and
originally stood in the North Transept which at the time was used as a Lady
Chapel, dedicated to the Virgin Mary.
NORMAN – not our church treasurer! The arch over the North door, which
itself dates to c.1530, dates to the Norman era, approx. 11th century, and
came from above the door of the first church building, now our chancel.
OLDEST MEMORIAL – in the North transept, it dates from 1593 and
celebrates the alliance through marriage of the Lindleys and Palmes.
PUTTI – you won’t find this in the windows! Putti are representations of
cherubs, usually found as architectural features and often seen in memorials.
You can see three of them on the Thomas Fawkes memorial in the North
Transept.
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QUOINS – you will have to go outside to find these – they are the stones
used on the external angles of walls and provide strength to large load
bearing structures. Much of the stone used in our church building is local
Millstone Grit.
ROOD – the screen which separates the nave from the chancel. These often
have a cross on them and are known as a Rood Screen. Sometimes there
was a gallery or loft behind it where musicians or choirs sat. Our screen was
given by Mr Fison of Burley in 1893 in memory of his wife.
SKULL AND CROSS BONES – seen on a memorial and a reminder that
none of us can escape death. Another challenge for today – can you find
this?
TOILETS – are we the only church to have a fabulous stained-glass window
in its ladies’ loo? In the vicar’s vestry is a Victorian toilet beautifully decorated
with blue art. We have recently twinned all our toilets through the Tear Fund
project to provide clean water, sanitation and hygiene education for billions of
people worldwide.
URN TABLE – was made by Mr D. Good, a local undertaker and carpenter –
it comprises wood from a 300- year old farmhouse table, pews from the north
transept, a Spanish galleon with links to the Armada and Otley Methodist
church. It provides the last resting place for ashes prior to their burial in the
Garden of Remembrance.
VESTRY – not the two you have on the south wall leading off from the
chancel – but one built along the same wall in 1495 and situated at the midpoint of the current ones. It was originally the point of entry for the priest.
WINDOWS – two questions for you to solve – why are there two Baptism
scenes in the Parish Room? And where will you find Faith, Hope and
Charity? If you get stuck, be patient – a re-print of the Windows Booklet is on
the way.
X - THE CROSS – a cheat, I know! If you can find an X please tell us. We
have crosses inside but how many can you find on the roof outside?
Y - YOU, THE READER – one of the most important components of our
church.
Z - THE END – what’s missing from this list? Far too many things to fit the
space – come to the Heritage event in September and take the “Walk round
OPC” tour and Allan’s “Stories of the monuments” if you want to learn more.
And if you can find a Z to go with the X then that will be wonderful.
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OPEN HOUSE is a
new Otley Parish
Church initiative
starting this month.
A small team of
people have
committed to being
available in the
Parish Room every
Tuesday afternoon,
to offer hospitality to
whoever drops in.
Please support them
in your prayers and
if you know of
anyone who might
appreciate being
invited along, there
are flyers at the
back of church with
all the details on and
if you’re interested in
volunteering to help,
please speak to
Graham.”
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I

ALWAYS panic whenever anyone
asks me what my hobbies are, as I
don’t really have any. I don’t knit
(though I love to natter), I can’t crochet,
(though I can and do crow*), I can’t play
a musical instrument, hate cooking and
the closest I get to sport is changing
channels from cricket, golf, rugby or
football, all of which are among Robert’s
hobbies.
But *there’s a clue to what I have come
to realise is my hobby and I suspect
most people reading this already know
what I’m going to say: my hobby is
language. I love it, it fascinates me, and
I would be utterly lost without it. By
contrast, I have always hated maths
(well, not always and hate is perhaps too
strong a term) but the more I read of the
Bible, the more I am coming to
appreciate that numbers are as
important to God as words. For
example, I learned just last week that it
was seven weeks after their escape
from Egypt that God gave His people the Ten Commandments, and seven
weeks from Passover to Pentecost and surely that numerical (or should that
be mathematical?) connection isn’t coincidental…
We’ve recently celebrated Trinity Sunday and the mathematical mystery that
is at the heart of the Christian Faith: that God is three-in-one and I wonder
how many of us worry and stress that we just don’t get it and feel we’re not
good enough Christians as a result. However, there is a difference between
knowing and understanding. I can know something without understanding it.
For example, I know I can hear but I don’t understand how I can hear
someone speaking on the other side of the world. I know an aeroplane can
fly but I don’t understand how, when every golf ball my husband ever hits,
always falls to the ground eventually. That’s where faith comes in. I choose to
believe, by faith, many things which I know to be true but do not understand.
Ecclesiastes 4:12, often quoted as the consummate wedding text, says “A
cord of three strands is not easily broken” but if you read the verse in context,
it follows the repeated assertion that two people working together are better
than one person on their own and the sudden mention of three strands is a
bit odd and, in my experience, anything in the Bible that’s a bit odd, is usually
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worth paying attention to. The full verse is “Though one may be
overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not
easily broken.” Our knowledge can be superseded by new discoveries; our
understanding will enhance our experience of those discoveries; and when
we choose to believe by faith what we do not understand, we will not be
easily broken.
By the time you’re reading this, a group of us will have met to discuss how
we at Otley Parish Church can finance our vision, to be “A place for everyone
with Christ at the centre.” And if you think about it, there’s a trilogy embedded
in that vision: you, me and Christ and when the three of us work together, we
will not be easily broken.
Linda Sharp
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MOST OF US like
measuring things: our
shoe size, journey
times for different
routes, the price of
different vegetables
at the supermarket.
Once we have these
facts at our finger tips
it enables us to make
better choices: which
pair of shoes to try
on, which route to
take or what
vegetables to buy.
Measuring the volume
of greenhouse gases
created by each of our
activities also helps us to make better choices. What part of my lifestyle creates
the most greenhouse gases; my car, my heating, the food I eat? If I change my
behaviour what difference will it make? To answer these questions, you need a
carbon calculator. There are plenty of these online. The WWF (World Wide Fund
for Nature) one (http://footprint.wwf.org.uk/) asks you a series of simple
questions and only takes about 5 minutes. The results tell you your total
carbon footprint and a breakdown of where this comes from: food, home,
travel and stuff.
The average UK carbon footprint was 15.5 tonnes of carbon dioxide per
person in 2014. As CO2 is a gas it is easiest to picture it in balloons – that is
37millions balloons worth of CO2. The good news this has fallen from 19.5
tonnes in 1990 due to various changes, such as using less coal to make
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electricity, to renewably generated electricity and energy efficiency measures
like better insulation for our homes. The bad news is that to keep global
temperature change below 2°C our average carbon footprint needs to be
about 3 tonnes per person.
But what about for our own carbon footprint as a church?
We need a different calculator to measure this. The Diocese of Leeds are
launching a bespoke Church Carbon Calculator, which has been developed
for them by world specialists at Lancaster University. Our church can put
information about energy use, travel, food and other expenditure onto a
special spreadsheet that calculates our emissions and draws graphs to show
us the data. The group that piloted the tool found it helpful and empowering
to have the facts and figures to enable them to make better choices.
Keep watching for more details on the environment pages of the Leeds
Diocese website. One day soon we’ll be able to calculate our own footprint!
Jemima Parker, Diocese of Leeds Environment Officer

1. You can save around £30 a year just by remembering to turn your
appliances off at the plug rather than leaving them in standby
mode. www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/home-energyefficiency/energy-saving-quick-wins
2. Take your phone charger out of the socket when not in use. It uses
energy even when it’s not charging your phone.
3. Buy A-rated electrical appliances whenever you can. They may be
more expensive initially, but you will save on your energy bills.
4. The location of your fridge can make a difference in how energy
efficient it is. Make sure it is out of direct sunlight and not close to
the oven. Keeping it against an outside wall will help the heat it
generates escape easily, and always make sure that there is a few
inches of space all around the fridge so that air can circulate.
5. Electrical gadgets are great, but the environmental impact of
manufacturing them and disposing of them at the end of their life is
high. Think before you buy more gadgets.
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Otley Parish Church

Groups and Activities
Beer Festival

Allan Boddy

01943 466182

Bell Ringers

Meg Morton

01943 461836

Craftynuts

Lynne Barber

01943 466493

Flower Arranging

Val Tait

01943 464032

Knit and Natter

Jo Briscoe

01943 466515

Little Sheep

Eileen Barr
Anne Simkins

01943 464382
01943 968274

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals

Eileen Barr
Jean Boddy

01943 464382
01943 466182

Men’s Group

Robert Sharp

01943 513017

Messy Church

Janet Buttanshaw

01943 462240

Music Groups
Worship Singing Team &
ACTIVATE Band

Jimmy Lawrence
07539 118695
revjimmylawrence@gmail.com

Church Band &
Church Choir

Pam Beck

01943 462283

Newall Ladies Fellowship

Val Tait

01943 464032

Scrapbooking

Lynne Barber

01943 466493

Steel Magnolias

Shirley Parker

01943 466956

Sunday Club and 7up

Janet Buttanshaw

01943 462240

Sustainability Group

Dave Cherry

01943 463896

Uniformed Groups

Bev and Mark Rothery

01943 467016

Welcome & Hospitality

Jackie Hird

01943 462858

Youth Group

Jimmy Lawrence
revjimmylawrence@gmail.com
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