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From Graham Buttanshaw:

Vicar of Otley Parish Church

Dear Friends,

nature than feeding the
ducks!

I am intrigued by a book
I was given to read by
my son, Mark. Its title is
Feral by George
Montbiot (Penguin,
2014). Some of it is an
easy read, some not.

In the 18th century
North America, there
are many recorded
instances where ‘white’
people of European
descent were captured and
ended up living freely among
Native American communities, and
also where Native American (Indian)
people were captured before living
freely among white communities.

His basic argument is that the
world, especially the more ‘developed’
world, needs rewilding. The
environment has been woefully
depleted by clearing forests and the
countryside for farming. (He has a
particular dislike for sheep and their
destructive grazing habits.)
But the longing which he expresses for a
world where nature is allowed to run its
course less hindered by human
intervention, is not just about the
ecology of land and sea. It is about how
we human beings live and interact with
our environment in a fulfilling way. Our
lives need rewilding!

Whenever given the choice to return to
their own people, Europeans (men and
women) chose to stay with the Native
Americans and Native Americans chose
to return to their own communities
(pages 44-46). The more confined,
settled life of the people of European
descent was almost universally rejected
in favour of a more mobile, free and
uncertain life – a more fulfilling life. I
think we suffer from thinking our way of
life is better than others.

Environmentalists tend to focus on
changing our behaviour to do less
damage, to pollute less, to waste less, to
travel less, to leave less of a footprint.
While all these things are good they do
not address the ‘tameness’ of our lives.
Possibly quite the reverse. We were
meant for a closer engagement with

250 years on, more than ever, we suffer
from “spirits oppressed by pleasure,
wealth and care” as Timothy DudleySmith writes in his hymn ‘Lord, for the
Years’. The spiritual malaise comes from
too much time and resources spent on
our entertainment, while much of the
world around us suffers from deprivation.
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It’s true that our lives can be suddenly
upended by a medical diagnosis, a tragic
accident or life-changing event, but
mostly we have stable lives. Safe even.
We may not always feel ‘safe’, but in
comparison with the rest of the world it
is surely so.

other challenges that are worthy of the
people we are made to be. We need
bigger challenges than a video game.
We behave as if some things in our
world are extinct when they are not. We
(men and women!) need to become the
hunters we once were. Together we
need to hunt and destroy poverty,
prejudice and exclusion. We need to
hunt and destroy corruption. We need
to hunt and destroy loneliness and
isolation, mental and physical diseases
and much much more. Everyone who
takes up the hunt will find it challenging
and rewarding.

George Montbiot convinces me that the
ecology of land and sea needs rewilding, not least because human beings
need it. Our lives need physical and

For me this is abundant life. The life
Jesus calls us to. Costly, risky, swimming
against the current, free and fulfilled.
With my love and prayers.

Graham Buttanshaw
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OUR FEATURE this
month is the eleventh
in our fascinating
Heritage Tour series
compiled by Allan
Boddy and Margaret
Parkin. The series
explores many
aspects of the history
and heritage of Otley
Parish Church
buildings and its
artefacts.
This month, we
look at a few
interesting extracts
from the
Churchwardens’
Accounts between
1811 and 1891. These
are always a source
of valuable
information, and
here are a few
examples of entries:
1811. In a description of
the interior of the church,
it states it has a flat stucco
roof, with a brass
chandelier suspended in
the centre and a wainscote
screen dividing the chancel
from the nave.
1825. The Clerk, Sexton
and Organist’s wages are

by custom paid by the
parishioners; all are
appointed by the vicar.
1826. The church
possessions are: one pulpit
and cushion, one Bible and
prayer book, a Communion
Table and cloth, one font,
one clock with chimes, two
surplices, eight bells, one
chandelier of 18 branches
of brass, two in the pulpit
and two at the reading
desk, also of brass.
1841. William Daphne
appointed Clerk, for which
he receives half the
proceeds of searches and
certificates, an annual
collection at Easter, and £1
from the Churchwardens.
1850. The north door in the
chancel made up. The iron
railings between Kirkgate
and the little lane put up
(this is now Church Lane).
1855. Regret the loss of the
music abilities of Master
James Hudson of the choir
on his moving to Halifax.
1866. The accounts include
£10 to the Clerk, 50s. to the
Sexton and £2.19s. to the
ringers, 12s. 6d. to the
organ blower.
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1867. The cost of
restoration and alterations
in this year amounted to
£2583, the principal
accounts being for joinery
(£759), masonry (£428),
roof of nave (£231), and
aisle roofs (£116).
1870. The wooden porch
at the north door put up at
a cost of £8 15s. Paid to
Tom Cowley, 16s. for
chiming the bells for divine
services, during the time
the ringers were out, from
June to January last. To
Wm. Daphne, clerk, £10,
plus £1 for transcribing the
registers, 18s. for leading
coke, 3s. for wood for the
fires, £1 for attending the
fires, and 6s. 8d. for
cleaning the surplices.
1875. The stone cross on
the east end of the chancel
put up.
1885. Deficit in the Balance
Sheets, the receipts £105
2s. 10d., expenditure £125
2s. 10d. Mr Fison of Burley
clears the deficit.
1888. The gas jets round
the capitals superseded by
new iron pendant lamps
made by Longfields of
Otley.
1891. A memo states the
“Widows’ Shilling” was
paid in church as usual,
after morning service on
1st April.

Undeserving as I am
Accept me
Fallen as I am
Forgive me
Alone as I am
Encircle me
Afraid as I am
Strengthen me
Anxious as I am
Reassure me
Broken as I am
Renew me
Empty as I am
Fill me
Willing as I am
Use me
In you, Lord, I live and move and have my being (Acts 17:28)
4

HELLO HANNAH. We all
know your new husband
Jimmy, our curate here
at church, but we don’t
know much about you.
Will you answer a few
questions that will help
us get to know you
better? Thank you!
When were you born and
where did you grow up?
I was born in Sheffield in
1992 (true Yorkshire lass!)
but grew up in Somerset.
Where did you go to
school?
I went to school in
Somerset until the age of
14, when I then moved to
London and finished
school there.

Which College/University
did you go to?
University of Leeds!
When and where did you
meet Jimmy?
Jimmy and I met in St
George’s Church (Leeds) in
2010 where I attended as
a student and he was the
Student Worker at the
time. We became an item
after he returned to Leeds
in 2014.
What is your occupation
and where do you work?
I am a Recruitment
Manager at a start-up
recruitment agency in
London. I recruit HR
professionals into Tech
and Media businesses. It’s
a people intensive job
which is why I love it.
Do you have brothers and
sisters?
Yes, 3! I have two sisters
and a brother, all older
than me (although not
always wiser!)
When did you become a
Christian?
I became a Christian when
I was 15, at Greenbelt! A
friend from school cajoled
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me into going along (her
lovely family had taken me
under their wing) and on
that weekend I was
convicted that this story
was the truth.
Where do you worship
when you’re not in Otley
on a Sunday?
I attend a small and
vibrant HTB (Holy Trinity
Brompton) church plant
very near to me in Bow,
London, called All Hallows
Bow. It’s awesome!
Do you have a favourite
verse of Scripture? If so,
what is it?
Psalm 10:17-18 ‘O Lord,
you hear the desire of the
afflicted; you will
strengthen their heart;
you will incline your ear to
do justice to the fatherless
and the oppressed, so that
man who is of the earth
may strike terror no
more.’
Do you have a favourite
Christian hymn or song?
Take a Moment - Will
Reagan & United Pursuit.
This got me through many
dark times!

Do you like classical
music? Do you have a
favourite piece?
I love music but classical
certainly wouldn’t be my
first choice, although I do
listen to it whilst driving
because it calms my road
rage…
What about modern songs
or music - anything in
particular?
I retain a love of rock
music from my teenage
years! Nirvana is one of
my favourite bands which
may surprise some
people(!) I also love Jazz
and anything with a
rhythm to it as I love to
dance, especially alone in
my kitchen.
Can you play a musical
instrument?
Much to the dismay of
Jimmy’s mother when I
first met her… no! But I
can dance… I used to be a
ballet teacher before I

went to University.
Do you have a favourite
part of Yorkshire that
you’ve seen so far?
How to choose?! So much
that I love. I have some
wonderful memories from
Malham Tarn and Ilkley
Moor: good places to go
and think.
Is there somewhere you
would like to go on holiday
where you’ve not been
before, regardless of
expense?
Blue Planet II has me eager
to visit the Galapagos
Islands to see the amazing
sea life there (that’s my
expensive choice!) but
somewhere closer on my
hitlist is Scotland: there’s
an abundance of scenery
there that I’m eager to
visit!
A book you especially
enjoyed reading? Any
special reason?
I am an avid reader and
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read English at University,
so this is tough! But my
favourite novel is Jane Eyre
- the pain and chaos of the
love story is brilliant, I love
it!
Do you have a hobby or
something you enjoy doing
to relax?
See above! Curling up with
a book is my favourite
thing to do.
What would be your
favourite meal – 2 or even
3 courses?
Steak (rare) with chocolate
mousse for pudding, and
maybe some pick ‘n mix for
afters!
If you were to spend a
whole year on a desert
island alone, what luxury
would you take with you?
Jimmy! Ah, alone… most
likely a book.
Which one word best
describes your life right
now?
Discovery.

GOLD GLOW SEPTEMBER for childhood cancer
awareness was established to raise the profile of childhood
cancer during September through gold illumination of
buildings.
With increased realisation of childhood cancer comes
greater awareness of the early signs and symptoms,
earlier diagnosis, increased funding,
increased research, kinder and
more targeted therapy and ultimately a change in the
prognosis for children diagnosed with childhood cancer.
Here at Otley Parish Church we remember our precious
grandson Harry Buckley who would have been 11 years old
on 12th September this year but was diagnosed with
neuroblastoma in November 2011 at the age of 4. Very
sadly, Harry died on 8th April 2014.
There will be a floral arrangement of
red and gold flowers by the lectern
from Saturday 8th September in
Harry’s memory. Red was Harry’s
favourite colour; gold is the colour
for Glow Gold Childhood Cancer
Awareness.
Roger and Jean Dedman

The East Window in the
church will be illuminated in
gold light over the weekend of
7th to 9th September

LOVING REMEMBRANCE: A special
floral display in church last
September in memory of Harry
Buckley
7
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WHILE AGO, it was pointed out that
I had broken the terms of my
contract by failing to take any
holiday last year. Suitably penitent, I
booked a fortnight off this August and am
happy to report I didn’t give the office a
thought, confident that those left holding
the fort would manage perfectly well.
(Thank you, Kevin, Stephen and Barbara.)

fan) and on a Sunday that purpose is to
meet with our Father God with other
members of His family, “to offer him
praise and thanksgiving, to hear and
receive his holy word, to bring before Him
the needs of the world, to seek his
forgiveness of our sins and to seek his
grace, that through his son Jesus Christ we
may give ourselves to his service”. Yes, I
can do all those things on my own, and no,
I don’t believe that a weekly service is a
substitute for daily communion with God.
I believe we need both.

Despite my official working hours being
weekday mornings, people inevitably seek
me out at other times, including Sundays,
for all kinds of admin-related reasons and
there is a real danger that I leave church
with an inflated sense of my own
importance and my mind distracted by the
tasks facing me during the coming week.

This begs another question: what is
Monday to Saturday for? Perhaps it’s to
put into practice the things I’ve learned in
church on Sunday. I can start the working
week inspired by the experience of
corporate worship, instructed by the
teaching I’ve received, informed about the
needs around me and secure in the
knowledge that I am graciously forgiven
and equipped for his service, 24/7.

This begs the question: what is the Sunday
Service for? Why do we go to church at
all? I read the Bible, prayed and
worshipped perfectly happily during my
holiday, without setting foot in a church
and I have to say I didn’t particularly miss
it, for 2 weeks. But I would miss it terribly
if I didn’t go at all and I know my spiritual
health would quickly begin to suffer and
the reason is simple: I was made for
communion.

Just as you are part of your earthly family
24/7, so you are part of your church family
24/7. There is a place for you and only you
can fill it. “A place for everything and
everything in its place” was drummed into
me as I was growing up and is the way I
attempt to organise the church office but I
suspect it also applies to church, Otley, life
itself.

There is something profoundly pleasurable
and powerful about meeting together
with a common purpose (ask any football
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SPECTACULAR floral carpet created by local school children was one of
the most striking displays at Otley Parish Church’s 2nd annual flower festival
held between Friday 29th June and Sunday 1st July.

The three-day event was free for people to visit, but generous donations enabled
gifts to be made through our church group, Local to Global, of about £400 each to
the two charities it supports - Caring for Life, in Cookridge, Leeds, and Kisiizi
Hospital in Uganda.
Each of Otley’s primary schools, as well as the 3rd Otley Brownies, children from our
Sunday Clubs and Messy Church, and the members of Caring for Life’s Art
Department contributed to the long, rainbow-coloured path laid out down the
middle of the church.
As well as the rainbow display, there were about 20 other floral displays based on
the theme of Who put the colours in the rainbow?
10

More Flower Festival
Rainbow Colours
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All Flower Festival photos taken by Ken Dale
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ABOUT 50 OF US, including a dozen
children, came to our annual church
picnic in the extensive grounds of St
Peter’s Church in Addingham on
Sunday 8th July. It was one of the
hottest days of the summer, but
thankfully there were trees that we
could shelter underneath.

Miraculously as we arrived the
clouds began to hide the sun and
keep the heat to a more
comfortable level. Just a couple of
hundred yards away were the
cooling waters of the River Wharfe
where some of the children went to
play.
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THANK YOU to all who have provided
family news for this edition of our In
Touch magazine. You’ve shared with
us some very interesting stories and
news. We shall look forward to more
family news in future magazines, but
it’s up to you to provide it! We’d love

CONGRATULATIONS! Dave and
Carol Cherry with their newlywed daughter Avril. She married
Chris Lynch on 30th June 2018 in
Low Bradfield, Sheffield

to hear from you – where and what
you’ve been doing, anniversary
celebrations, a change of job, the
birth of a grandchild (or even a greatgrandchild), a family wedding. Or
anything else you would like to tell us
about. A photo would be lovely too!

CONGRATULATIONS! Peter and Wendy
Hipwell celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on 21st June 2018
16

LIZ HEFFER celebrated two special family
events in June.

CONGRATULATIONS! Arlo, born
13th May, is Liz Heffer’s greatgrandson born to Bryony and
Andrew. Photo: Arlo at 1 month

Firstly, on 13th May Liz’s very first greatgrandson Arlo was born to parents
Bryony and Andrew. The family lives in
London.
The second special occasion was when
Liz’s sister Merrilyn who lives in British
Columbia, Canada, came to stay with her
in Otley for three weeks. This was the
very first time the two sisters had spent
time alone together, even though they
are now in their late 70s.
One of the enjoyable things Liz and
Merrilyn did together was spending time
in Harrogate’s Valley Gardens. They
admired the many beautiful floral
displays and loved meandering along the
colonnade with its scented climbing
roses.
Merrilyn says she appreciated the very
friendly welcome she received at Otley
Parish Church, and that she thoroughly
enjoyed the stunning Flower Festival.

CALUM HIRD, son of Martin and Jackie
Hird, has just completed his BSc
(Hons) in physiotherapy at Sheffield
Hallam University.
He says, “My time at university has
been the best 3 years of my life so far.
I have met some amazing people and
thrown myself into physiotherapy,
sport, church and more!”
Calum’s hard work has really paid off.
He has qualified with a first-class
honours degree and been offered a job
as a Rotational Physiotherapist at
Derby Teaching Hospitals. He’s very
much looking forward to entering the
working world at the beginning of
October. Meanwhile, he will enjoy
some relaxing holiday time!

CONGRATULATIONS! Calum Hird, 21,
gains a BSc first-class honours degree
in physiotherapy from Sheffield
Hallam University
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LESLEY NOBLE appeared on national TV
on Thursday morning, 5th July.
The BBC Breakfast programme was
broadcast live from the Bexley Wing at St
James’s Hospital, Leeds, where anchors
Steph McGovern and Naga Munchetty
interviewed staff on the iconic red sofa
throughout the morning, in addition to
featuring live reports from elsewhere in St
James’s, the Leeds General Infirmary, and
the Children’s Hospital. The programme
was celebrating the 70th birthday of the
National Health Service.
As well as interviewing NHS staff, various
interesting volunteers were also
interviewed, including Lesley Noble. She
was interviewed by the well-known BBC
Breakfast weather presenter, Carol
Kirkwood. It was a great opportunity for
Lesley to chat (a very long chat!) about
“Hug on a Tray” which supports patients
at St James’s Bexley Wing with free snacks
and free television. Lesley was featured
along with her fundraising team of “Hug
on a Tray” girls!

CONGRATULATIONS! Lesley Noble
had the opportunity to tell the
‘world’ about “Hug on a Tray” when
she appeared live on BBC Breakfast
television at the beginning of July
KATE HOBSON has been a member of
Otley Parish Church for several years.
She and her husband Paul celebrated
their Silver wedding anniversary this
summer in Prague. They were married
on 12th June 1993 at Rawdon Trinity
Church. Not only was that date Kate’s
wedding
day, it was
also her 21st
birthday!
If you’re not
sure who
Kate is, you’ll
always see
her sitting
with Lynne
Kate and Paul on
Barber and
their wedding day
Pam Oliver
on a Sunday! 25 years ago

CONGRATULATIONS! Kate Hobson
celebrated her Silver wedding
anniversary with her husband Paul
this summer in Prague
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CONGRATULATIONS! Tim Whitley
cycles 480 miles from Amsterdam
to Berlin
CONGRATULATIONS! Molly Hird,
14, completed her Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze Award in July.
She did more than 12 hours of
walking over 2 days, carrying her
tent, all her food and cooking
equipment.
Photo: Molly arrives home after 2
exhausting days – still smiling!

TIM WHITLEY cycled 480 miles from
Amsterdam to Berlin with a group of 10
others during the summer.
This was an event that had been in the
planning for a couple of years by Jeff
English. Jeff very sadly died a couple of
weeks before the tour was due to start;
his funeral was held at Otley Parish Church
on the very day the cyclists set off.
They all left Amsterdam on Sunday 25th
June and reached Berlin on 4th July. The route passed through Coevorden in the northeastern Netherlands, Cloppenburg in Lower Saxony and Bremen in north-western Germany.
However, whilst in Bremen two of the cyclists, including Tim, had their bicycles stolen
from a locked cycle rack. Fortunately, two other cyclists had planned to end their trip in
Bremen so were able to hand over their bikes to replace the stolen ones.
The tour continued along the River Elbe with a stop-over at Wittenberg, and then along
the Havel river to Berlin. Before returning home they had a full day there to explore
Berlin, including the Brandenburg Gate and Checkpoint Charlie.
Tim did this cycling tour for charity, raising money for Caring for Life in Cookridge, Leeds.
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Experience this month a taste
of what to expect next Easter in
Harrogate, with a ‘Spring Harvest’
style evening celebration of worship,
creativity, prayer and a message.
FRIDAY 21st SEPTEMBER
7.30pm Mowbray Community Church
Westmoreland Street, Harrogate HG1 5AT
Tickets: £8 adults; £6 concessions (no group discounts)
Buy tickets at springharvest.org/local
SATURDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER BIG START*
9.30am Mowbray Community Church
Westmoreland Street, Harrogate HG1 5AT
Big Start Tickets: £5 each for everyone over the age of 2, or buy a
group ticket £15 = 4 people, £17 = 5 people, £20 = 6 people
Buy tickets at springharvest.org/local

What is

*BIG START?

Big Start is a Saturday morning taster for all ages
with extravaganza of worship, prayer, drama, dance,
music and lots of laughter.
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EARLIER THIS YEAR several of us from
Otley Parish Church attended the
inaugural Spring Harvest in Harrogate. We
were certainly not disappointed. From the
morning Bible presentation on the book of
James, to the afternoon seminars, to the
evening praise events, all were such a
blessing. These, along with the resources
centre and the wonderful fellowship and
atmosphere made for a very special
experience.
Spring Harvest is a worship and teaching
event for everybody. It’s a unique break
for all the family: holiday, festival,
conference and an encounter with God.

If you’d like to chat to some of those who
have previously been to Spring Harvest
and hear of their experiences you can talk
to Martin and Jackie Hird, Kevin and
Wendy Keefe, Stewart and Rosemary
Hartley, Robert and Linda Sharp, and
Graham and Janet Buttanshaw.
If the Harrogate dates are not convenient
for you there are other locations which
you could consider. For all dates, see the
heading at the top of this page.
Booking is now open. Full details are
online at springharvest.org/local
⚫ Several members of the congregation

The 2019 theme is "UNLIMITED when you
pray…" and will be exploring the fact that
we have unlimited access to an unlimited
God and the power of prayer that
connects us to him.

are planning to attend the taster event
on Friday 21st September (see page 20),
so if you’d like a lift or more information,
please do contact Linda Sharp, 01943
465927 or info@otleyparishchurch.org

*Be aware that the Harrogate Spring Harvest falls across Palm Sunday and the
beginning of Holy Week.
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As you will probably be aware, we
recently ended our 3-year commitment
to fundraising for Tearfund’s Sahaara in
Mumbai, India, and the Joanna Project in
Holbeck, Leeds. We raised over £10, 000
which was shared between the charities.
After prayer, reflection and consultation,
we decided to start supporting two very
different but worthwhile charities over

this coming year: Kisiizi Hospital in
Uganda, and Caring for Life in Cookridge,
Leeds.
Next month in our church magazine
there will be an article about Kisiizi
Hospital. There will also be slot in one of
our September Sunday services which
will focus on the charity which is a real
lifeline in its community.

Future Local to Global Events
Open Gardens
Due to the exceptionally hot weather this summer and the state of some gardens
we will postpone the autumn ‘Open Gardens’ until next spring.

Quiz Night
Barry and Glynis Milner will shortly be organising a Local to Global Quiz Night. More
information to follow shortly.

Curry Night
We are hoping to have our popular Curry Night once again at The Red Pepper in
November. Keep an eye out in the weekly notice sheet for the date and details.

Christmas Tree Festival
We are hoping to have a Local to Global tree at our annual Christmas Tree Festival
in December. This is always a special event and very well supported by our
community. Please come along and give it your generous support.

Church Magazine
There will be a feature each month to highlight local and global issues. If there is
something that you would like to feature, please let Georgina Drew or Rosemary
Hartley know.

Local to Global Meeting
There will be a meeting on Wednesday 31st October at 8pm after Church Tea in the
Parish Room. Come and find out more about Local to Global. Everyone is welcome.
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Otley Parish Church

Groups and Activities
Beer Festival

Allan Boddy

01943 466182

Bell Ringers

Meg Morton

01943 461836

Craftynuts Craft Group

Lynne Barber

01943 466493

Flower Arranging

Val Tait

01943 464032

Knit and Natter

Jo Briscoe

01943 466515

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals

Eileen Barr
Jean Boddy

01943 464382
01943 466182

Men’s Group

Robert Sharp

01943 513017

Messy Church

Janet Buttanshaw

01943 462240

Music Groups
Worship Singing Team &
ACTIVATE Band

Jimmy Lawrence
07539 118695
revjimmylawrence@gmail.com

Church Band &
Church Choir

Pam Beck

01943 462283

Newall Ladies Fellowship

Val Tait

01943 464032

Open House

Church Office

01943 465927

Scrapbooking

Lynne Barber

01943 466493

Steel Magnolias

Shirley Parker

01943 466956

Sunday Club and 7up

Janet Buttanshaw

01943 462240

Sustainability Group

Dave Cherry

01943 463896

Uniformed Groups

Bev and Mark Rothery

01943 467016

Welcome & Hospitality

Jackie Hird

01943 462858

Youth Group

Jimmy Lawrence
revjimmylawrence@gmail.com
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WHO ARE WE?
OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building
in Otley – is at the heart of our town and, for
over 1,000 years, people have been gathering
here for worship and significant family and
community events. “There is a place for
everyone, with Christ at the centre of it all.”
We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a
journey of discovery, kindling hope as we go,
helping one another to be more fully alive to
the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d
love you to share the journey with us.
We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual
commitment to Christ and in service to our
local community.
Join us in worshipping God together on
Sundays and in daily life; be with us as we
study and discern how to use the Bible in the
21st century; learn with us what it is to be
21st century disciples following Jesus and
help us, with the other churches in the town,
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond.
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