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Dear Friends,

waited 2,000 years so far for
Jesus to come back. But he
will. God is making us wait
for the new heavens and
the new earth. Advent is
a time to remember that
all of creation is waiting,
with a hope that is
steadfast and certain. And
a time to remember (and
reach out to help) those whose
waiting is particularly dark and
painful.

Advent is not just a time
of waiting for Christmas,
it is a time of
preparation so we can
be ready in our hearts
and minds and spirits to
celebrate the coming of
God as a human being into
our world. But we are not
good at waiting! The people of
Sudan and Uganda are much better at
waiting than we are in this part of the
world. That is perhaps because there is
much waiting to be done there!

Amidst our plenty there is still real
poverty, isolation and mental torment
right on our doorstep. We reflect on
these things NOT to limit our joy or our
celebration, but to make it more real
and expand it to include more people.
We offer back to God our time and our
prayers and our money so more people
can know they are blessed this
Christmas.

It’s not a joyless waiting, in spite of the
difficulties. Singing and dancing, smiling
and laughter, coming together to
celebrate and share food, are all things
that come naturally to the Ugandans
and Sudanese whom I know. For all our
plenty we celebrate a lot less and
complain a lot more!

In Advent, we do a lot of publicity about
Christmas services and events. It’s
amazing how much publicity (not ours
obviously!) either omits basic details
(such as the time of an event) or makes
them hard to read because they are too
small or the poster is cluttered or the
words blend in with the background.

For those who have the resources here,
almost everything can be had
immediately, next day delivery.
Christmas can be the culmination of a
period of indulgence rather than
abstinence.
And yet, like it or not, understand it or
not, the world is waiting, waiting,
waiting for an end to darkness and
chaos. It waited a very long time for
Jesus to come the first time. We’ve only

At our recent Prayer Day Bishop HelenAnn of Ripon reminded us that from
ancient times Jewish scholars have
described scripture as written with
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BLACK fire and WHITE fire. The BLACK
fire is the actual words on the page or
scroll written in black ink. The WHITE
fire is the spaces behind and in between
which give a context, a background
against which the words are read and
understood.

in too many other words and they
distract from the Word himself.
The BLACK letters of scripture stand out
because they are clear against a WHITE
background. To be this kind of
background we need to “cast away the
works of darkness and put on the
armour of light” (from the Advent
Sunday collect). That’s about using
some of our waiting time to let God
shape and mould us more into the
people he wants us to be – more loving,
more resistant to the selfish desires that
come from without and within.

There’s much to be reflected on in this
analogy, but one thought came strongly
to me at the Advent Day of Prayer. We,
individually and together, are the
background against which the ‘Word
made flesh’ Jesus Christ is seen in our
town.
So at Christmas many people hear the
reading of scripture, see nativity plays
and join in the singing of carols. Through
this they may see Jesus. They do that in
a context, against a background. We are
that background. Does who we are help
people to see Jesus and the true
meaning of Christmas? Or do we
distract from the main message by not
framing the word clearly. Maybe we put

May we all use the waiting, reflecting
time of Advent to be a better
background against which Jesus can be
seen!
And when it does come, have a wonderfilled Christmas!
With love

GRAHAM BUTTANSHAW
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with GISELA MOULDS
Kaliningrad) in East Prussia, then part of
Germany, but now an annex of Russia. It
was not an ideal time or place to be born. In
1941 my mother had returned to her home
village of Pillkallen from Gladbeck, a mining
town in the Ruhr District, where she had
lived with my father and my older brother.
At that time, the Ruhr District was being
heavily bombed so she thought East Prussia
would be safer. My father was stationed
with the army in Riga, Latvia, which was
close by. Sadly, my mother died a month
after my birth and I was displaced, ending
up in a children’s home some distance
away. Things got worse in East Prussia in
the autumn of 1944 when the Russian army
began to attack from the east. My maternal
grandmother, who was caring for my sixyear-old brother in Pillkallen, set out to find
me. Thankfully she did.
However, the increasing threat of a
Russian army invasion made East Prussia
very unsafe for civilians caught up in the
war. As a result, my grandmother fled to
safety with my brother and me, leaving
everything behind. I spent the first six years
of my life with no stable home, relying on
the hospitality of various family members.
This changed at Christmas in 1950 when my
father finally returned from being held as a
prisoner of war in Russia. Once finally
reunited, we all moved to Gladbeck where
my father was able to resume his post as a
teacher at the local grammar school. Living
conditions were very poor at that time and

HELLO GISELA. Some of us know
you very well. Others may know
you by sight but not really know
much about you apart from often
seeing you serving refreshments
after Sunday morning services.
Will you answer a few questions
that will help us all to get to know
you better? Thank you!
When were you born and where did you
grow up?
This is quite a story! I was born in April 1944
in Pillkallen, a village near Königsberg (now
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we shared one toilet with three other
families. Things improved when my father
remarried and we moved to a flat with our
own bathroom. My new mother was
absolutely brilliant – the best thing that had
ever happened to me.
Where did you go to school?
We stayed in Gladbeck and I went to the
local girls’ grammar school there.
Did you go to College/University? Where?
I studied English and Religious Studies, first
at Münster University and then in Bochum
where a new university opened in 1966. I
was among the first intake of 1,000
students.
When did you become a Christian?
My father was very involved in our local
Lutheran church and I went to Sunday
School when I was young. My religious
studies teacher was also a big influence and
when I was 17 I went to see Billy Graham.
After that I got even more involved with
Sunday School and a youth group.
When and where did you meet John?
John and I met in Germany when he came
to visit as a member of a choir.
Do you have children?
I have four children: Martin (49), Hendrik
(46), Esther (41) and Ella (39). They all have
families and I have 10 grandchildren aged
between 9 months and 18 years.
What was your occupation and where did
you work?
I am a retired Senior Lecturer in German
and worked at Leeds Beckett University. I
found it particularly rewarding to nurture
my students in small groups and witness
their progress. I also coordinated a big
language programme with over 1,000
mature part-time students and over 40
tutors who were mainly native speakers.
There were more than 20 languages to
choose from. We used to say it was like the
United Nations, with so many languages
and cultures. It was fascinating!

Do you have brothers and sisters?
My brother is six years older than me and
now lives with his wife in Saarbrücken,
Germany, near the French border. I also
have a younger sister from my father’s
second marriage who is eleven years
younger than me. She lives in Hannover,
Germany.
Why did you choose to live in Burley in
Wharfedale?
We wanted to down-size and liked Burley
because it is so convenient. Now there
are fifteen of our family living in Burley –
not all in the same house! – eight adults
and seven children!
Where did you worship before coming to
Otley Parish Church? How long have you
been coming here?
We lived in Baildon for many years and went
to the local Anglican church. I was very
involved there and John was a member of
the church choir for many years. We started
coming to Otley Church just over two years
ago, a totally new and very enriching
experience for us.
Do you have a favourite verse of Scripture?
If so, what is it?
At my confirmation I was allocated verse 16
from 1 John chapter 4: “God is love, he who
dwells in love is dwelling in God and God in
him.” This has stayed with me over the
years. Last October I went back to my local
church in Gladbeck to participate in a
service celebrating the 60th anniversary of
my confirmation. It was particularly moving
because my sister was also there
celebrating the 50th anniversary of her
confirmation.
Do you have a favourite Christian hymn or
song?
I love so many hymns that it is almost
impossible to choose, but one of my
favourite hymns is ‘Great is thy faithfulness,
O God my Father’ and I also like some of
the songs John and I have learned in Otley,
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especially ‘Speak O Lord’.
Do you like classical music? Do you have a
favourite piece?
I love classical music and my favourite
composers are J.S. Bach and Mozart. In
December John and I are going to the most
northern town in Germany, Flensburg, to
listen to three parts of Bach’s Christmas
Oratorio in one of the local churches – a truly
magical experience.
What about modern songs or music –
anything in particular?
I am not so keen on modern music, but I
very much like Queen.
Can you play a musical instrument?
I used to play the piano many years ago!
Do you have a favourite part of Yorkshire
that you like to visit?
I like the Dales and in particular Reeth in

Swaledale, but I also like the seaside and
Whitby.
Is there somewhere you would like to go on
holiday where you’ve not been before,
regardless of expense?
I would very much like to visit the Baltic
States. I believe that would give me the
closest impression of what it must have
been like in East Prussia where my mother
came from.
Do you have a hobby or something you
enjoy doing to relax?
I very much enjoy knitting socks. I find it
very soothing and you can talk at the same
time or even watch television.
Which one word best describes your life
right now?
Gratefulness.
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CONGRATULATIONS
to Melanie Ninsiima
Tutesigensi and
Simon Thackray
Atkinson on their
wedding at Otley
Parish Church on
Saturday 17th
November 2018.
Melanie is the
daughter of Enid who
is one of our very
regular church
church attenders and
who often helps to
serve refreshments in
the Parish Room after
10am services.
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DECEMBER
inside Otley Parish Church, Kirkgate

Wednesday 12th
Thursday 13th
Friday 14th
Saturday 15th

12pm to 6pm
10am to 6pm
10am to 6pm
10am to 6pm

Musical performances and café throughout
Admission free, but please bring some coins!
Trees again generously donated by Stephen H Smith’s

7

SERVICES
& EVENTS
MESSY CHURCH – “Getting Ready for Christmas”
Saturday 1st December 3pm - 5pm
VICTORIAN FAYRE – Sunday 2nd December
Emeli Mumford sings “Dear Santa” with a choir of local
school children at 2pm, followed by
Otley Parish Church Choir singing Christmas songs
and carols at 2.30pm
NATIVITY SERVICE
Sunday 16th December 10am
CHRISTMAS TREE CAROL SERVICE
Sunday 16th December 4pm
CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
Sunday 23rd December 4pm
CHRISTINGLE SERVICES
Christmas Eve 24 December 12pm and 4pm
CHRISTMAS EVE MIDNIGHT SERVICE
24 December 11.30pm
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
25 December 10am

All events are held in Otley Parish Church
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Christian Quotes
ABOUT
CHRISTMAS
Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved the
world. The perfect gift is that He gave His only Son. The only requirement is
to believe in Him. The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting life.”

Corrie Ten Boom
The Christmas message is that there is hope for a ruined humanity–
hope of pardon, hope of peace with God, hope of glory – because at the
Father’s will Jesus became poor, and was born in a stable so that thirty years
later He might hang on a cross.”

J. I. Packer
Christmas is based on an exchange of gifts, the gift of God to man – His
unspeakable gift of His Son, and the gift of man to God – when we present
our bodies a living sacrifice.”

Vance Havner
Infinite, and an infant. Eternal, and yet born of a woman. Almighty, and
yet hanging on a woman’s breast. Supporting a universe, and yet needing to
be carried in a mother’s arms. King of angels, and yet the reputed son of
Joseph. Heir of all things, and yet the carpenter’s despised son.”

Charles Spurgeon
The Son of God became a man to enable men to become the sons of
God.”

C. S. Lewis
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AS THE END OF 2018 APPROACHES, I find myself looking back on a 33year marriage which is likewise drawing to its end, as Robert and I have
decided to separate. With a bit of effort, it is possible for me to recall a
great deal that has happened in those 33 years; to remember the
happy times with joy, the sad times with sorrow and the inevitable
mistakes with regret.
As I look forward, I find I can see no further than the step right in front
of me. Try as I might, I simply cannot know what my future life looks
like and I have no choice but to step out in faith, trusting that the God
who has been faithful thus far, will be faithful henceforth.
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”
And he replied:
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”

Linda Sharp
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THE DARKNESS is silent as the hours slip away.
My thoughts are insistent, listen to me now!
But where is sleep, energising and renewing?
Something I crave to lighten the day.
In the quietness I wonder what tomorrow will bring
for those I love and the world that is ours.
Beyond my horizons is suffering, I know.
A fight for survival, a longing for peace.
The light shines in darkness, it’s hard to believe
When many are empty in body and soul.
But the promise is there for all who’ll keep faith.
Emmanuel God with us, this Christmas time.
© 2018 Eileen Barr
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Isaiah 40:3
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of
the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God.”
Matthew 1:23
Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall call his name Immanuel (which means God
with us).
John 1:14
The Word became a human being and, full of grace and
truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, the glory which
he received as the Father’s only Son.
Luke 2:7
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.
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Isaiah 9:6
For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given; the
government shall be upon his shoulders, and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Luke 2:10
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people”.
Luke 2:11
This very day in David’s town your Saviour was born –
Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:14
Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favours!
Matthew 2:2
Where is the baby born to be the King of the Jews? We
saw his star when it came up in the east, and we have
come to worship him.
John 3:16
For God loved the world so much that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die
but have eternal life.
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“THANK YOU!”
Super Soup
Sunday
Lunch

On behalf of the congregation at Otley
Parish Church I would like to thank
everyone involved in the preparation
of the Super Soup Sunday Lunch with
Wonderful Puddings last month. It was
a wonderful free lunch so enjoyed by
all of the 75 who were present. We are
truly blessed to belong to our faithfilled hard working church family. No
wonder our numbers are growing.
Hallelujah!” (Anon)
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Can you see me sitting here, living on the street
a government statistic they try to keep discreet,
Am I just a ragged bundle dressed in my despair
do you really see me, do you really care?
I see you walk on by, I see society’s rejection.
I see the way you look at me and all my imperfection.
Your look cuts me like a knife and breaks my heart in two,
For I am a human being and I’ve done nothing to hurt you.
I am a real person who had hopes and dreams for me
But a bundle of society’s overspill is all that you can see.
You do not even know me and that I have a name
You think we are just vermin and class us all the same.
I am a human being, someone’s father, someone’s mother,
Someone’s lost relative, someone’s sister, someone’s brother.
I am the soldier back from war fighting for this land.
I am the schizophrenic who no one can understand.
I am the battered wife who had to flee and run.
I am the person sitting here despite what I’ve become.
I am the professional person who has always paid their way.
I am the person who lost their job and their home along the way.
I am a caring person who has never done any wrong,
but circumstances got hold of me and before so very long
I lost my home, my dignity, my hope in human kindness
Looking at you passing by with your ignorant, judgemental blindness.
I do not want your pity, I do not want your stares.
I just want society, where people understand and care.
I want a chance, I want a place, a key to my front door.
Someone out there listen, I can’t take this any more.
© 2018 Karen Eko
The Big Issue
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FOR ALL THE SAINTS IN OTLEY
FATSO - what’s this all about?
FATSO is a monthly prize draw for anyone who wants to win
some money and contribute to Otley Parish Church funds.
FATSO is for you! Simply make a monthly payment of £5 or more
through your bank by standing order*. 40% of the total FATSO pot
for the month will be donated to the church. The remaining 60%
will be the winnings for you if you are the lucky prize draw winner!
Would you like to become a FATSO member?
The more people that join, the more money will be raised for the
church and the more money YOU could win!

£ £ £ £ £ £
If you’d like to know more about FATSO and help top up church
funds – and maybe your pocket – please have a word with
Margaret Turner on a Sunday morning, or email her at:
margaretandstephenturner@gmail.com
*alternatively by cash but through your bank is preferred

FATSO prize draw winners during 2018:
January: Meg Morton
February: Allan Boddy
March: Stephen Hey
April: E Shuttleworth
May: Phillip Bidnell
June: Eddie Butlin
July: Meg Morton
August: Alan Boddy
September: Graham Buttanshaw
October: Jennifer Peckham
18
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Otley Parish Church
Kirkgate ● Otley ● West Yorkshire
Church Administrator: Linda Sharp
Church Office:
“The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS
Telephone: 01943 465927
Email: info@otleyparishchurch.org
Website: www.otleyparishchurch.org
Vicar
Revd Graham Buttanshaw

g.buttanshaw@gmail.com

Curate
Revd Jimmy Lawrence

revjimmylawrence@gmail.com

Associate Ministers
Revd Roger Dedman
Revd Stewart Hartley
Revd John Parkin

roger.dedman@talktalk.net
sr.hartley47@gmail.com
jamparkin@talktalk.net

01943 467540
01943 464106
01943 466895

Readers
Janet Buttanshaw
Jackie Hird

buttanshawje@gmail.com
hirds@phonecoop.coop

01943 462240
01943 462858

Kevin Keefe

kevin@keefe.org.uk

Barry Milner

barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com

01943 466177
07722 999818
01943 462472

Deputy Churchwarden
Barbara Nicholls

babs.nicholls@gmail.com

07747 848074

PCC Secretary
Rosemary Ellen

rosemaryjellen@gmail.com

01943 467646

PCC Treasurer
Norman Barr

otleybarrs@googlemail.com

01943 464382

Baptism Co-ordinator
Glynis Milner

barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com

01943 462472

Church Magazine Editor
Stephen Hey

stephenhey01@gmail.com

01943 969624

01943 462240

Churchwardens
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Otley Parish Church

Groups and Activities
Beer Festival

Allan Boddy

01943 466182

Bell Ringers

Meg Morton

01943 461836

Craftynuts Craft Group

Lynne Barber

01943 466493

Flower Arranging

Val Tait

01943 464032

Knit and Natter

Jo Briscoe

01943 466515

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals

Eileen Barr
Jean Boddy

01943 464382
01943 466182

Messy Church

Janet Buttanshaw

01943 462240

Music Groups
Worship Singing Team &
ACTIVATE Band

Jimmy Lawrence
07539 118695
revjimmylawrence@gmail.com

Church Band &
Church Choir

Pam Beck

01943 462283

Newall Ladies Fellowship

Val Tait

01943 464032

Open House

Church Office

01943 465927

Scrapbooking

Lynne Barber

01943 466493

Steel Magnolias

Shirley Parker

01943 466956

Sunday Club and 7up

Janet Buttanshaw

01943 462240

Sustainability Group

Dave Cherry

01943 463896

Uniformed Groups

Bev and Mark Rothery

01943 467016

Welcome & Hospitality

Jackie Hird

01943 462858

Youth Group

Jimmy Lawrence
revjimmylawrence@gmail.com
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WHO ARE WE?
OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building
in Otley – is at the heart of our town and, for
over 1,000 years, people have been gathering
here for worship and significant family and
community events. “There is a place for
everyone, with Christ at the centre of it all.”
We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a
journey of discovery, kindling hope as we go,
helping one another to be more fully alive to
the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d
love you to share the journey with us.
We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual
commitment to Christ and in service to our
local community.
Join us in worshipping God together on
Sundays and in daily life; be with us as we
study and discern how to use the Bible in the
21st century; learn with us what it is to be
21st century disciples following Jesus and
help us, with the other churches in the town,
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond.
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