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Dear Friends 

 
I’m writing in the 
aftermath of the 
fire that almost 
destroyed Notre-
Dame Cathedral 
in Paris. I was 
deeply moved by 
the scenes on 
television – the 
harrowing pictures of the fire, and 
the responses of Parisians as 
they gathered and watched and 
grieved and prayed. 
 
We’re used to hearing that the 
Church is not the building but the 
Church is the people. That is true, 
but a building such as Notre-
Dame, or even Otley Parish 
Church, comes to represent the 
history of the people over 
centuries. 
 
It was extraordinary how 
everything changed when news 
came that the basic structure of 
the cathedral was sound, and 
confidence was expressed that it 
could be rebuilt. It would rise 
again. Many have commented on 
the timing of the fire in Holy 
Week, and how it resonates with 
the grief and pain that we feel 
with Christ as he journeys 

towards the cross. And 
with the hope of 

resurrection. 
 
Trust in his Father’s 
purposes, and the 
hope of resurrection, 

undoubtedly 
sustained Jesus 

through his pain and 
suffering. The resurrection 

is his personal vindication. For us 
who know the story, we read it 
knowing he will rise from the 
dead, and yet his suffering is 
almost unbearable to read. We 
feel in a human way for the 
betrayed Jesus, the one smeared 
with lies and half-truths as the 
fickle crowds are manipulated 
against him.  
 
But we believe much more has 
been achieved than Jesus’ 
personal vindication. The bigger 
story is that Jesus’ suffering was 
the means of overcoming sin and 
death – the two big barriers to 
God’s kingdom coming, when all 
creation is healed and reconciled 
to God. 
 
There is no easy explanation for 
any suffering, let alone the 
appalling pain we know has been, 
and is being, endured by many in 

From Graham Buttanshaw:             Vicar of Otley Parish Church 
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our world. But we can trust that 
somehow it is unavoidable, as 
Christ’s suffering is: a result of the 
cosmic struggle against evil, 
injustice and all that stands 
against God’s good purposes for 
the world. We have seen the 
heart of God in Jesus, and so we 
know that suffering here “wrings 
with pain the heart of God”, but 
darkness and evil must have its 
hour before it is overcome (Luke 
22:53). 
 
Parisians now live in the hope 
and trust that Notre-Dame will 
rise again. Christians live in the 
hope of the resurrection. For 
those who suffer today, the God 
we meet in Christ knows all 
about suffering. Jesus’ 
experiences forsakenness as he 
cries from the cross, “My God, 
my God why have you forsaken 
me?” 
 
The burning of Notre-Dame 
Cathedral is causing much heart-
searching about why it it so 
significant to a country so 
militantly secular. Our hope is that 
many will be led to recognise they 
are part of a bigger story, a story 
that cannot be told in bricks and 
mortar but only by connecting to 
God who is the foundation of 
everything. 
 
Emmanuel Macron, the French 

president, vowed to rebuild the 
cathedral in five years and make 
it better, more beautiful. The 
foundations and walls appear to 
be secure so the inside and roof 
can be replaced and the 
cathedral will rise again. This 
seems to me to be powerfully 
symbolic for the wider Church. 
The Church built on the 
foundation of Jesus Christ. St 
Paul writes in his first letter to the 
Corinthians, chapter three: 
 
10 By the grace God has given 
me, I laid a foundation as a wise 
builder, and someone else is 
building on it. But each one 
should build with care. 11 For no 
one can lay any foundation other 
than the one already laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds 
on this foundation using gold, 
silver, costly stones, wood, hay or 
straw, 13 their work will be shown 
for what it is, because the Day will 
bring it to light. It will be revealed 
with fire, and the fire will test the 
quality of each person’s work. 14 If 
what has been built survives, the 
builder will receive a reward. 15 If 
it is burned up, the builder will 
suffer loss but yet will be saved – 
even though only as one 
escaping through the flames. 
 
16 Don’t you know that you 
yourselves are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit lives among you? 
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17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, 
God will destroy that person; for 
God’s temple is sacred, and you 
together are that temple. 
 
The foundation must always be 
Jesus Christ. The walls stand for 
the essential truths of the Gospel 
that do not change from 
generation to generation. But on 
this foundation, and within these 
Gospel walls, the Church can be 
rebuilt, and needs to be rebuilt, 
for each generation.  
 
Across the world we know that 
the Church works differently in 
different cultures. And our 
cultures change over time.  
Culture is “the way we do things  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

here”. And the way we do things 
changes.  
 
It’s not always easy to discern 
what in the Church is cultural and 
can change and what is eternal 
and must not change. But that is 
our task as we seek new ways to 
engage people with the Gospel.  
 
The Lord is risen. He is risen 
indeed. Alleluia! 
 
With love 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 GRAHAM BUTTANSHAW 
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When were you born and where did you 
grow up?  
I was born in 1952 in Dingwall in the far 
north of Scotland, just above Inverness.  
I grew up in several places as my father 
was in the army and we moved around a 
fair bit. London and Malaysia were the 
places I lived for the longest periods but 
Plymouth, Birmingham and Catterick 
provided important memories too. My 

mother was born and raised in Leeds, so 
we visited this area quite a bit to see 
relatives. 
Where did you go to school?  
The first school I went to was in 
Hampstead, London and the last school I 
went to was in Singapore. I went to three 
other primary schools and two grammar 
schools in between. I only learned I’d 
been to one of the primary schools a 
couple of years ago when I thought it 
was about time I got the facts straight by 
contacting the schools I knew about. 
Which College/University did you go to?  
I went to what is now Teesside 
University to do a first degree and 
subsequently went to what is now Leeds 
Beckett University to do postgraduate 
training. 
When and where did you meet Wendy?  
I met Wendy at the Original Oak pub in 
Headingley in 1975 - we were both on 
our way to the same party. She was in 
the middle of her medical course and I 
was between jobs. We’ve been to many 
pubs together since then! 
How many children and grandchildren do 
you have? What do they do? 
We have four children. Nicholas (34) has 
his own website business and is married 
to Ruth. Timothy (32) is a maths teacher 
and is married to Liz. They have our 
granddaughter Anita, aged 4. Jennifer 
(just 30) is a trainee solicitor and she is 
engaged to Karl, with the wedding 

with Kevin Keefe 

HELLO KEVIN. Some of us know you 
very well. Others may know you by 
sight but not really know much 
about you. We see you most 
Sundays in church when you’re often 
busy doing things, but we’d love to 
know more about you. Will you 
answer a few questions that will 
help us all to get to know you 
better? Thank you! 
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planned for Otley Parish Church in May 
next year. Our youngest is Gregory (27) 
who works as a Project Manager 
(Bridges) for Network Rail in London. We 
don’t all meet up that often but every 
August we rent a property for a week on 
Holy Island, Lindisfarne, and every 
Easter have a week at Skegness Butlins 
for Spring Harvest. Most of us get to 
these occasions most of the time. 
Do you have brothers and sisters?  
I have a sister who is two years older 
than me and a brother who is nearly ten 
years younger than me and they both 
live in Leeds.  
When/where did you become a 
Christian?  
I was brought up as a Roman Catholic 
and became an atheist in my teens. After 
subsequently moving to a more agnostic 
position in my early 20s I had a ‘Road to 
Damascus’ conversion to Christianity in 
1975. It was as much a shock to my 
family and friends as it was a surprise to 
me. 
What was your main occupation and 
where did you work?  
I trained to be what was then called a 
Psychiatric Social Worker at High Royds 
Hospital in the mid-1970s and then 
mostly specialised in mental health work 
until I retired, at which point I managed a 
team of mental health workers. In the 
early years I mainly focused on working 
with individuals but Care in the 
Community was gaining momentum and 
group homes were coming in to fashion. 
I set up the first one from High Royds in 
Otley – along Bradford Road. Getting the 
Leeds Crisis Centre off the ground was a 
project I was involved with for years. In 
the middle of all this I had a period when 
I just did emergency duty work which 
covered child protection and other things 
as well. Throughout my working life I was 
closely involved in the implementation of 
the Mental Health Act and by default 

became something of a specialist in how 
it related to children. 
Why did you come to Otley and how 
many years have you lived here?  
Wendy worked as a doctor at Otley 
hospital for many years and also trained 
as a GP at the Bridge Street Surgery – 
so our local links are pretty strong. We 
first lived in Otley, in the hospital itself, in 
the late 1970s but moved to live here 
more recently in June 2015 having lived 
in Cookridge in the intervening years. 
Neither of us are by nature city people 
and originally planned to move more 
rurally or by the sea but my dad’s 
declining health persuaded us to stay 
around this area. 
Which church did you attend before 
coming to OPC?  
We attended St. George’s Church in 
Leeds before coming to Otley Parish 
Church in January 2014. Like most 
people, we found OPC to be very 
welcoming and friendly which is so 
important. 
What is your role at OPC? 
I am currently the ‘other' Churchwarden 
alongside Barry. I also run the church 
website, man the sound desk 
occasionally and generally assist with 
other media and technical things. Also, 
I’m a member of the Prayer Ministry 
Team and would really like people to 
become more involved with this. 
Do you have a favourite verse of 
Scripture? If so, what is it? 
It’s a bit difficult to choose just one verse 
but if I must, then it’s the words of Jesus 
in John 8:31-32, ‘If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. 
Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.’ There is so much 
in there to keep coming back to.  
Do you have a favourite Christian hymn 
or song?  
It’s almost impossible to choose two let 
alone one! However, the Celtic version of 
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‘Be Thou My Vision’ and ‘In Christ Alone’ 
by Stuart Townend are two that are really 
special. 
Do you like classical music? Do you have 
a favourite piece?  
This is going to sound a bit pretentious 
but the music I like is defined by how it 
touches me inside – whatever genre it is. 
Having said that I find that some genres, 
e.g. jazz, grime, hip hop, mostly touch me 
in a negative way! My favourite piece of 
classical music is Pachelbel‘s Canon in D. 
What about modern songs or music - 
anything in particular? 
I especially like folk and country music. 
But I’m quite happy to listen to Willie 
Nelson one minute, Greenday the next, 
followed by Kelly Clarkson or Blind Lemon 
Jefferson. 
Can you play a musical instrument? Do 
you ever play one at OPC? 
I play guitar, though not as well as I used 
to due to a hand problem, and I play at 
the monthly Activate service. I was part of 
the worship band at our last church for 
many years and stood down to encourage 
younger people to get more involved; it 
would be great if we could encourage 
more younger people here in that 
direction. 
Do you have a favourite part of Yorkshire 
that you like to visit?  
I have two favourite parts of Yorkshire. I 
was a volunteer Dales National Park 
Warden in years gone by and spent much 
time getting to know the general area 
around Malham. I’ve retained a real 
affection for it. But also, I used to live near 
Richmond in North Yorkshire and have a 
special fondness for Swaledale and 
Wensleydale. 
Is there somewhere you would like to go 
on holiday where you’ve not been before, 
regardless of expense? 
I think there are several, like the 
Norwegian fjords, the Canadian north-
west territories or Antarctica. Our usual 

holidays are a bit closer to home and we 
love catching the ferries whilst visiting the 
Western Isles! A common theme being 
remote, wild and not too warm! 
Are you involved in any volunteering 
outside of the church?  
My main volunteering outside of church is 
that I’ve been a Magistrate for thirty-two 
years. This was mainly in Leeds but I 
latterly transferred to North Yorkshire and 
mostly now sit at York Magistrates’ Court 
and also at Northallerton and others – 
including potentially, Scarborough! I also 
work on the Pastoral Team at Spring 
Harvest each year, as does Wendy. 
A book you especially enjoyed reading. 
Any special reason? 
Nelson Mandela’s autobiography ‘Long 
Walk to Freedom’ is easily the most 
gripping, moving and inspiring book I’ve 
ever read, other than the Bible of course! 
Do you have a hobby or something you 
enjoy doing to relax?  
Wendy and I are keen birdwatchers and 
generally like doing fresh air related 
things. We’ve done a lot of mountain 
walking in Britain and running was also a 
major pastime – including the odd 
marathon. Past sports injuries and other 
health issues have caught up with me a 
bit in recent years but I always hope that 
getting back to proper walking or cycling 
will happen. 
What would be your favourite meal – 2 or 
even 3 courses?  
I especially like most Indian and Chinese 
food. 
If you were to spend a whole year on a 
desert island on your own what luxury 
would you take with you?  
If the hand operation I’m waiting for goes 
well, I would take my guitar with me in the 
hope that after a year I would be able to 
play a whole lot better than at present.  
Which one word best describes your life 
right now? 
Variable. 
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OR TWO WEEKS between 11th and 25th March 2019, Otley hosted its 
first ever night shelter for 10 male destitute asylum seekers who are 
waiting for their asylum claims to be heard. The Shelter was set up by 

representatives from Otley churches and the Otley Welcomes group 
alongside a WYDAN co-ordinator. Night Shelters have been set up by 
WYDAN for the past four winters in volunteer churches throughout the Leeds 
area.  

We had several months of preparation involving training, finding volunteers 
and allocating them to one of the five daily tasks: welcoming, socialising, 
cooking, sleeping over at night or supervising breakfast and cleaning. Others 
washed our guests’ bedding or personal clothing and some provided showers 
in their own homes. Support and advice were always available from WYDAN 
so that we did not feel we were doing it on our own.  

We were fortunate to have the complete use of the (now empty) Salvation 
Army venue on Newmarket. The upstairs was used as a bedroom and 
downstairs was a social area and place to eat. We had 66 volunteers, many 
from Churches Together in Otley, including 22 from the Parish Church. New 
friends were made across Otley as people met and worked with each other 
for the first time. One volunteer commented: 

‘It was a great privilege and a lot of fun to meet with the guests and meet with 
– some for the first time – so many lovely members of our own community in 
Otley’  

The fortnight went well, and we all enjoyed getting to know the guests and 
chatting with them in the evenings. Further comments include:  

‘I enjoyed my interaction with the three young men with whom I spent most 
time – whether helping with English, sharing a meal or playing board games’ 

F 

W.Y.D.A.N 
West Yorkshire Destitute Asylum Network 



8 
 

‘Everything was extremely well 
organised and all the volunteers  
I met were delighted to be able to 
contribute in their own way’ 

Enormous quantities of eggs and 
tuna were consumed, and that 
was just for breakfast! Similarly, 
an amazing number of bananas 
and satsumas were eaten for 
snacks and available to take out 
for the day. Cake, however, did 
not prove popular, much to our 
surprise! 

In the evenings our volunteer 
cooks provided varied and 
interesting vegetarian and Halal 
meat meals. We had some 
musical entertainment, as well as 
games (UNO being one of the 
most popular). Some help with 
improving English speaking was 
offered and we had the loan of a pool table which proved popular.  

Money that was raised by Otley churches and Otley Welcomes enabled us to 
provide our guests with fresh food for meals and snacks, bus passes to travel 
in and out of Leeds (to access the many organisations that provide differing 
help for them), top-ups for their mobile phones and a financial gift. 

We enjoyed a final celebratory evening meal with nearly 50 volunteers and 
guests. 
 
David and Isabel Evans 
Night Shelter Organisers  
 
 

Two of the volunteers from Otley Parish Church have 
written their own thoughts: 
 
“I was rather worried as I set off to meet and socialize with the Asylum 
Seekers, with probable language difficulties, my hearing lacking clarity, and 
wondering what they would want to talk about to this OAP. But as I walked 

The Salvation Army Hall 
Newmarket, Otley 
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into the building, the men called out ‘welcome’ and came and shook my hand 
– I instantly felt at home – they were ministering to me! 
 
We have no idea what their struggles through life have been before coming 
to the UK, but they were so friendly and full of fun; the atmosphere was so 
good – I wished I had put myself down for more sessions!  I do pray that their 
appeals will be heard with compassion and justice.” 

Karen O’Hara 
 

 
“We are writing this as the two weeks stay of our Night Shelter guests comes 
to a close. This has been an amazing fortnight, especially when with God’s 
perfect timing the Salvation Army building continued to shine its light, warmth 
and love both within the walls and out into the town. This Otley cornerstone 
provided stability, shelter and sanctuary for us all. We shared conversation, 
food, smiles and laughter, gave and received from each other, recognising 
our common humanity. We shared our hopes and dreams for a brighter 
future for all people in our world. 
 
“Over the fortnight many outside events occurred – the tragedy of fifty violent 
deaths in New Zealand, the horrendous effects of Cyclone Idai on 
Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe, the continuing conflicts and war around 
our unstable world and the uncertainty of our position in Europe. 
 
“Despite all of this, for two weeks in an unassuming building on a small 
cobbled street, an atmosphere of calm, kindness and care pervaded as the 
love of our neighbours as ourselves was shown, and glimpses of a piece of 
heaven on earth were seen. 

Glynis and Barry Milner 
 
Over the two weeks of the night shelter the following from Otley Parish 
Church freely and enthusiastically gave their time: 
  Graham Buttanshaw  Jill McKee 
  Janet Buttanshaw  Barry Milner 
  Norman Barr   Glynis Milner 
  Jo Briscoe   Karen O’Hara 
  Ken Dale   Geoff Park 
  Jackie Hird   Gill Park 
  Martin Hird   Sou Robertson 
  Mary Huby   Anne Simkins 
  Jimmy Lawrence  John Simkins 
  Jenny Liston   Val Tait   
  Maggie Lolashvili  Martin Timmins 
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SAD LOSS OF AN ‘OTLEY WELCOMES’ FOUNDER MEMBER 
 

We are sad to announce the 
death of a very well-known 
figure in the Otley church 
scene, Peter Wilkinson, who 
died on 18th April in St 
Gemma’s Hospice, Leeds, of 
an inoperable brain tumour. 
This was only diagnosed 
very recently in March 2019. 

Peter was an enthusiastic 
evangelist who wanted 
everybody to have the 

opportunity to know about Jesus. He was always thinking of different ways to 
convey his faith to others, including giving out hot cross buns at Easter time 
and carrying out surveys in Otley. He would often give handouts to people he 
met, either telling the story of how he became a Christian or, describing some 
recent public event, explaining the Christian point of view.  

But Peter was not just an evangelist. He loved helping people who needed it 
and specialised in sorting out computer and mobile phone problems. He and 
Jean regularly offered hospitality to neighbours, friends and refugees. He 
regularly prayed for, and kept in contact with, people from near and far, 
including many missionaries.  

About 15 years ago Peter became involved with RETAS, a refugee 
organisation in Leeds, firstly taking refugees for trips into the Dales, more 
recently organising a yearly party for refugees with his wife, Jean, and last 
summer a trip to the East Coast. He was a founding member of ‘Otley 
Welcomes’. 

Peter was a great believer in unity between Christians in Otley and 
enthusiastically supported cross church events (Churches Together in Otley) 
such as the monthly Prayer Breakfast and ‘Activate’ held monthly on a 
Sunday evening at Otley Parish Church. Very early on he saw the potential of 
using the Salvation Army building as a resource to help the community.  

Peter had great energy, enthusiasm and always packed a lot into every day. 
As well as everything else, he was a great cyclist and would often cycle with 
a group of local church people.  He will be greatly missed. 

David Evans 
 

Peter Wilkinson with his wife, Jean, 2017 
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Confirmation for many, is an important part of their 
journey of faith. On Sunday afternoon, 7th April, Sarah 
McCormack and Pete Longbottom were confirmed by Rt 
Revd Paul Slater, Bishop of Kirkstall. During the service 
both Sarah and Pete spoke briefly about their Christian 
faith and what has brought them to this point of 
confirmation. Their talks are transcribed here:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Service at Otley Parish Church, 7th April 2019 
(left to right) Revd Graham Buttanshaw, Sarah McCormack, Mary 
Vickers (Town Mayor), Bishop Paul Slater, Pete Longbottom 
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Sarah McCormack 

Like most relationships, my relationship with God has evolved 
over the years. Although there have been periods in my life 

where I have questioned my faith, God has never left me, and I have 
been overwhelmed by his mercy and love. God knows, so when I am 
unsure, he is my certainty. In the space between clarity and confusion, 
his word is my guide. This is why I seek him. My confirmation is an 
important part of my life-time journey of faith as a follower of Jesus, to 
strengthen and affirm my personal relationship with God.” 

 
Pete Longbottom 

How I came to this point… 
If you can imagine working in a dark place 

And never seeing the light.  
Big metal door and a key that's too heavy to lift 
You’re looking through that door, you want to get to the other side but 
you can't. You just can't get there. 
All of a sudden God came into my life and said, “lift that key”. Go 
through to the other side. 
I did and I have felt his love and presence ever since. 
It’s the best thing that Jesus has ever given me - that God has ever 
given me.  
It doesn't matter if you are the richest man or the poorest, all you need 
is to have love in your heart. I have found love in my heart. 
I love my mum, my family here today and I love each and every one of 
you here today. 
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THY KINGDOM COME  
FROM ASCENSION DAY [Thursday May 30th] TO  

PENTECOST [Sunday June 9th] 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ is a prayer movement started in 2016 
as an invitation from the Archbishops of Canterbury and 

York to Christians from around the world to pray for more 
people to come to know Jesus. 

HERE IS WHAT WILL BE HAPPENING IN OTLEY 

A PRAYER SPACE 
As in 2017 & 2018, CASA VITAE, opposite Market Square, 
will have their upper room available during opening hours 

[10am to 4pm] except on Sundays. 
Fridays May 31st & June 7th the room will open till 8pm for 

those who can’t make daytimes.  
Do drop by and pray in whatever way you choose.  

No appointment required! 
[If stairs are difficult for you this may not be suitable.] 

A UNITED PRAYER AND WORSHIP HOUR 
Sunday June 2nd at 6.30pm at the Salvation Army Hall,  

New Market [access from 6pm] 

FAMILY- FRIENDLY, CHURCHES TOGETHER  
MARKET PLACE SERVICE 

Pentecost Sunday, June 9th at 11am 
 

Leaflets will be available with suggested prayers  
for your day by day life 

PRAY WHEREVER YOU ARE FOR ‘YOUR PLACES’  
AND ‘YOUR PEOPLE’ 

www.thykingdomcome.global 

http://www.thykingdomcome.global/
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Great Wall of China 

Running Challenge 

ROSEMARIE UTLEY will 

take on the Great Wall 

Marathon, considered one of 

the world’s most challenging 

marathons, on Saturday, 

18th May. She is running it 

to raise money for the Otley 

Town Mayor, Mary Vickers, 

charities Behind Closed 

Doors and the Burras Lane 

Scout Hut roof repairs fund. 

Rosemarie will be joined on 

her Chinese trip by her 

husband, Jeff, who will be 

taking part in an 8.5km fun 

run on the Great Wall on the 

day of the marathon.   
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
Rosemary and Stewart 
Hartley’s daughter, Jude, was 
married to Alex Landen on 
Saturday 6th April 2019 at St. 
Helen’s Church, Denton, 
Ilkley. 

JAMIE HUDSON with his dog 
Wilma inside Yeadon Town Hall. 
Jamie, organist at Otley Parish 
Church, has recently become the 
Director of Yeadon Town Hall 
Community Interest Company 
(CIC). Jamie and his management 
team are planning a full 
refurbishment and modernisation 
of the Grade 2 listed building. The 
resident theatre company at the 
Town Hall, Futurist Theatre 
Productions, is owned and run by 
Jamie. 

ISLA HIRD has been studying sociology for the 

last three years at Newcastle University. She 

will graduate this summer and then begin a new 

course to train as a social worker with an 

organisation called Frontline. This will involve 

working full-time on a social work team whilst 

studying for an M.A. She will be working in 

Durham but will live in Gateshead where she 

has lived since starting at the university. 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Pat 
and Tony Hobson on their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary. 
They were married in Otley 
Parish Church on 29th March 
1969. It was a delight to see 
them at a Sunday service here 
last month when they came as 
part of their anniversary 
celebrations. 

Extract below (edited), by Pat 
Hobson, from The Chevin Cross 
– Otley 1968-2018 published by 
Churches Together in Otley. 

“My memory of the Chevin 
Cross dates back to the day my 
husband and I got married. It 
was a Saturday – Canon John 
Clayton was to marry us at 11 
o’clock in the morning. Weeks 
before in his preparation talks, 
he would always say that if I, the 
bride, arrived late he would not 
marry us. On the morning of the 
wedding John Clayton, along 
with a party of other people, 
went to the Chevin to put up the 
Cross for Easter. When we 
arrived at the church I found we 
could not get married as there 
was no vicar. I was not late, nor 
was the bridegroom, but the 
vicar was! He finally arrived 15 
minutes late with 2 inches of 
mud on his shoes. His excuse 
was that he had forgotten to 
look in his diary!” 

CONGRATULATIONS to 
Ken and Fran Dale on the 
birth of their grand-
daughter, Phoebe. She was 
born on Thursday 4th April 
at 5am. She weighed 8lbs 
4oz. 

Pat and Tony Hobson, parents-
in-law of Kate Hobson, a regular 
member of Otley Parish Church. 
(Inset photo: Kate with her 
husband Paul). 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

to Hazel and Simon 

Beaumont on the birth 

of Elspeth Rosann. 

She was born on 

Sunday 24th March at 

1.30am and weighed 

7lbs 15oz. This photo 

was taken outside the 

Harrogate Register 

Office in April. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Otley bride, Suzanne Phillipson on her 
marriage to James Yates. Suzanne, a bell ringer at OPC, rang the bells 
at her own wedding. She climbed the spiral stairs up to the church’s 
Ringing Chamber in her bridal dress following her marriage ceremony 
on Saturdy 2nd March. The Tower Captain, Meg Morton, said: “This is 
the first time I can remember a bride ringing the bells at her wedding in 
Otley – and I’ve been ringing here at the church since 1921!” 
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Our feature this month is the 16th in the fascinating Heritage Tour 
series compiled by Allan Boddy and Margaret Parkin. The series 
explores many aspects of the history and heritage of Otley Parish 
Church and its artefacts.  

This month, Louise Lee continues her memories of Musgrave 
Hall, which is next door to The Chestnuts on Burras Lane, now 
her family home.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

When my parents moved into their home in 1978, they had the name 
Musgrave Hall carved on the right-hand side of the front door and the date of 
1834 was placed over the doorway. However, as I began to look further into 
the history of our home, conflicting details emerged and I began a more 
detailed piece of research which has provided a fascinating look at the 
history of our home and some of the people who have passed through its 
doors.  

I wondered where my father, Ken Pollard, got the date of 1834 from as the 
Leeds Listed Buildings record for Otley gave it the date of c1830…mind you, 
they did describe it as a private school built by Dr Kirk! Not true – Dr Kerr was 
the teacher, not the builder; we don’t know who the builder was! 

Memories of  
Musgrave Memorial Hall – Part 2 

From private school to private home  
– and what happened in between 
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Elise Brumfitt, a local historian writing in her book, “Old Otley” also records 
that in 1834 a small school known as “Collegiate School” was built on Burras 
Lane.  

A survey, conducted in 1971 by the Otley Urban District Council on Buildings 
of Architectural and Historical interest, also quotes this date of 1834 and it is 
from this record that my father chose the date.  

However, a search of the “Tracks in Time” Leeds Tithe map dated 1836-1851 
shows only All Saints Parish Church in this area and a map of 1842 shows 
the church, the graveyard and the old vicarage on Church Lane, surrounded 
by fruit trees. 

Margaret Parkin had a chance meeting with Paul Wood, the former curator of 
Otley Museum, and things changed again. He told her that the Otley 
Collegiate School was built on College Hill, its present site, in 1867 as 
reported in both the Bradford Observer of Thursday 31st October of that year 
and the Otley and Wharfedale News dated November 1st of the same year. 

Copies of these records can be found in the Leeds Reference Library. So 
that is the date we now go with.  

Who was Dr Kerr and how did his school become established?  

In the 1840s a group of Otley citizens, including William Musgrave, uncle of 
Peter Musgrave, (more of him later) wished to establish a private school. 
Samuel Hyslop Kerr, aged 24 years, was chosen to be the teacher. He came 
to Otley in 1848 from Sanquhar in Scotland where he had been employed as 
an assistant teacher and described as being a teacher of English and Latin.  

The 1851 census shows 
S.H. Kerr as teaching in 
a school room on West 
Terrace, Beech Hill.  

In 1855 he opened the 
‘Otley Classical School’ 
in a room in the old 
Congregational Sunday 
School, in the old Salem 
Chapel on Bridge Street. 
He became a deacon of 
the church, retiring as 
the Senior Deacon in 
1885.  

The Salem Chapel, Bridge Street, Otley. 
This was demolished in approx. 1898/99. 
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When Samuel Kerr’s 15 pupils grew to 30, with classes running from 8am to 
5.30pm, he moved to a room above the old Courthouse. This was in 1857 - 
but which ‘courthouse’? There have been several of them over the years, one 
of them being in the Old Grammar School in Manor Square, once used by 
the Manor Club and now where the Stew and Oyster bar and restaurant plies 
its trade.  

Other possibilities included the Court and Session house established in 1757 
in the top storey of the Assembly Rooms on Bondgate. This building became 
the Bowling Green Inn and is now part of the Wetherspoon chain.  

And of course, we have the Courthouse and Police Station in the street of the 
same name, built in 1874.  

The consensus of opinion is that Samuel Kerr’s original school was in the 
courthouse in the Old Grammar School. 

Trades Directories can be a useful tool when researching local history, and 
Slaters Commercial directory of Durham, Northumberland and Yorkshire, 
dated 1855, tells us that Samuel Kerr was master at the Otley Classical 
School on Bridge Street - the Salem Chapel referred to earlier. 

The Post Office directory dated 1861 describes his school as being ‘the 
Academy on Westgate’.  

The census records for 1851/1861 and 1871 record Dr Kerr as living in a 
house in West Terrace, off Beech Hill and built for him by Mr William 
Dawson, the founding proprietor of the printing trade in Otley. In 1866 he was 
teaching from a cellar under his house in West Terrace, and in addition to 
being a school master he held the post of Superintendent Registrar.  

In the next year he at last moved into his own school on Burras Lane which 
we now know as Musgrave Hall but was then called the Otley Collegiate 
School.  

In addition to educating many local children, Samuel Kerr’s own education 
continued – he had arrived in Otley as an assistant teacher – gained a B.A. in 
1870, then an M.A. and finally in 1875 acquired a Ph.D. 

Mr Kerr was now Dr Kerr and locally the Collegiate school was called Dr 
Kerr’s School. He stayed there until his retirement in 1887 when he moved to 
Devon where he died on January 1st, 1918 aged 92. Mr James Etchells 
became the school master. 

A scholarship in Dr Kerr’s name was established after his death for the 
‘highest attaining student of the year’ and a memorial board in the Main Hall 
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at Prince Henry’s Grammar School displays their names.  

Dr Kerr’s school closed in 1897. 

Many of those who made Otley famous in the commercial, manufacturing 
and professional world were taught by Dr Kerr. Their names and 
contributions are still remembered today – Dacre, Walker, Newstead, 
Duncan, and more.   

As I mentioned in the February edition of this magazine, between 1974 and 
1975, my father, Ken Pollard, vicar’s warden, made four failed planning 
applications at his own expense, on behalf of the Parish Church Council, for 
conversion of Musgrave Hall to residential property. 

The property was then left for four years with no decision on how to sell it. In 
1978 it was offered for public auction and Ken’s offer was accepted. My 
mother had not dared to attend the auction knowing how much it had already 
cost my father. Renovation of the building commenced in 1978 with my 
parents and brother living in a caravan on the site. 

Musgrave Hall became my parent’s home until Ken died in 2009. My 
husband, Richard, and I now enjoy their legacy and have a few more stories 
to uncover and a few more questions to answer. These will have to keep until 
the June magazine when we hope to wrap up this story. We will then tell you 
how Musgrave Hall got its name, of a meeting with Peter Musgrave’s great-
granddaughter and show some pictures of Dr Kerr. 

And who knows what else we might have discovered by then!! 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Copy Date 

June Magazine 

Sunday 19th May 

Email: stephenhey01@gmail.com 
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You may not know me, but I know everything about you. Psalm 139:1    I know 

when you sit down and when you rise up. Psalm 139:2    I am familiar with all 

your ways. Psalm 139:3    Even the very hairs on your head are numbered. 

Matthew 10:29-31    For you were made in my image. Genesis 1:27    In me you live 

and move and have your being. Acts 17:28    For you are my offspring.  

Acts 17:28    I knew you even before you were conceived. Jeremiah 1:4-5    I chose 

you when I planned creation. Ephesians 1:11-12    You were not a mistake, for all 

your days are written in my book. Psalm 139:15-16    I determined the exact time 

of your birth and where you would live. Acts 17:26    You are fearfully and 

wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14    I knit you together in your mother's womb. 

Psalm 139:13    And brought you forth on the day you were born. Psalm 71:6     

I have been misrepresented by those who don't know me. John 8:41-44    I am not 

distant and angry but am the complete expression of love. 1 John 4:16    And it is 

my desire to lavish my love on you. 1 John 3:1    Simply because you are my 

child and I am your Father. 1 John 3:1    I offer you more than your earthly 

father ever could. Matthew 7:11    For I am the perfect father. Matthew 5:48    Every 

good gift that you receive comes from my hand. James 1:17    For I am your 

provider and I meet all your needs. Matthew 6:31-33    My plan for your future 

has always been filled with hope. Jeremiah 29:11    Because I love you with an 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+10%3A29-31&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+1%3A27&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+17%3A28&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+17%3A28&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+1%3A4-5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+1%3A11-12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A15-16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+17%3A26&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+71%3A6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+8%3A41-44&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+4%3A16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+3%3A1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+3%3A1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+7%3A11&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5%3A48&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+1%3A17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6%3A31-33&version=NIV
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everlasting love. Jeremiah 31:3    My thoughts toward you are countless as the 

sand on the seashore. Psalm 139:17-18     And I rejoice over you with singing. 

Zephaniah 3:17   I will never stop doing good to you. Jeremiah 32:40    For you are 

my treasured possession. Exodus 19:5    I desire to establish you with all my 

heart and all my soul. Jeremiah 32:41    And I want to show you great and 

marvellous things. Jeremiah 33:3    If you seek me with all your heart, you will 

find me. Deuteronomy 4:29    Delight in me and I will give you the desires of your 

heart. Psalm 37:4    For it is I who gave you those desires. Philippians 2:13    I am 

able to do more for you than you could possibly imagine. Ephesians 3:20    For I 

am your greatest encourager. 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17    I am also the Father who 

comforts you in all your troubles. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4    When you are broken-

hearted, I am close to you. Psalm 34:18    As a shepherd carries a lamb, I have 

carried you close to my heart. Isaiah 40:11    One day I will wipe away every tear 

from your eyes. Revelation 21:3-4    And I'll take away all the pain you have 

suffered on this earth. Revelation 21:3-4    I am your Father, and I love you even 

as I love my son, Jesus. John 17:23    For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed. 

John 17:26    He is the exact representation of my being. Hebrews 1:3    He came to 

demonstrate that I am for you, not against you. Romans 8:31    And to tell you 

that I am not counting your sins. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19    Jesus died so that you 

and I could be reconciled. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19    His death was the ultimate 

expression of my love for you. 1 John 4:10    I gave up everything I loved that I 

might gain your love. Romans 8:31-32    If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, 

you receive me. 1 John 2:23    And nothing will ever separate you from my love 

again. Romans 8:38-39    Come home and I'll throw the biggest party heaven has 

ever seen. Luke 15:7    I have always been Father, and will always be Father.  

Ephesians 3:14-15    My question is…     Will you be my child? John 1:12-13    

I am waiting for you. Luke 15:11-32 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jeremiah+31%3A3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A17-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=zephaniah+3%3A17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jeremiah+32%3A40&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+19%3A5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=deuteronomy+4%3A29&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+37%3A4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+3%3A20&version=NIV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+21%3A3-4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+21%3A3-4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17%3A23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17%3A26&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+1%3A3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A31&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+5%3A18-19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+5%3A18-19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+4%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A31-32&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+2%3A23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A38-39&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+3%3A14-15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1%3A12-13&version=NIV
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Otley Parish Church 
Kirkgate ● Otley ● West Yorkshire 

Church Administrator:  Linda Sharp 

Church Office:  
“The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS 

Telephone: 01943 465927 
Email: info@otleyparishchurch.org 

Website: www.otleyparishchurch.org 

 
 
 

 

 

Vicar 
Revd Graham Buttanshaw g.buttanshaw@gmail.com  01943 462240 

Curate 
Revd Jimmy Lawrence revjimmylawrence@gmail.com  

Associate Ministers 
Revd Roger Dedman roger.dedman@talktalk.net 01943 467540 
Revd Stewart Hartley sr.hartley47@gmail.com 01943 464106 
Revd John Parkin jamparkin@talktalk.net 01943 466895 

Readers 
Janet Buttanshaw buttanshawje@gmail.com 01943 462240 
Jackie Hird hirds@phonecoop.coop 01943 462858 

Churchwardens 
Kevin Keefe kevin@keefe.org.uk 01943 466177
   07722 999818 
Barry Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472  

Deputy Churchwarden 
Barbara Nicholls babs.nicholls@gmail.com 07747 848074 

PCC Secretary 
Rosemary Ellen rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 01943 467646 

PCC Treasurer 
Norman Barr otleybarrs@googlemail.com 01943 464382 

Baptism Co-ordinator 
Glynis Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472 

Safeguarding Officer  
Jenny Liston jenny@otleyparishchurch.org 07743 330264 

Church Magazine Editor  
Stephen Hey stephenhey01@gmail.com 01943 969624 
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Otley Parish Church 
Groups and Activities 

 
 
Beer Festival Allan Boddy 01943 466182 

Bell Ringers  Meg Morton  01943 461836 

Craftynuts Craft Group Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Flower Arranging Val Tait 01943 464032 

Knit and Natter Jo Briscoe 01943 466515 

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals  Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
      Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

Messy Church Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Music Groups 
Worship Singing Team &  
ACTIVATE Band     Jimmy Lawrence 07539 118695 
     revjimmylawrence@gmail.com 

Church Band & 
Church Choir Pam Beck 01943 462283 

Newall Ladies Fellowship Val Tait 01943 464032 

Open House Church Office 01943 465927 

Scrapbooking Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Steel Magnolias Shirley Parker 01943 466956 

Sunday Club and 7up Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Sustainability Group Dave Cherry 01943 463896 

Uniformed Groups Bev and Mark Rothery 01943 467016 

Welcome & Hospitality Jackie Hird 01943 462858 

Youth Group Jimmy Lawrence
  revjimmylawrence@gmail.com 

 
 
 

mailto:revjimmylawrence@gmail.com


26 
 

      

WHO ARE WE? 

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building 
in Otley – is at the heart of our town and, for 
over 1,000 years, people have been gathering 
here for worship and significant family and 
community events. “There is a place for 
everyone, with Christ at the centre of it all.” 

We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a 
journey of discovery, kindling hope as we go, 
helping one another to be more fully alive to 
the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d 
love you to share the journey with us.  

We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual 
commitment to Christ and in service to our 
local community. 

Join us in worshipping God together on 
Sundays and in daily life; be with us as we 
study and discern how to use the Bible in the 
21st century; learn with us what it is to be 
21st century disciples following Jesus and 
help us, with the other churches in the town, 
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond. 
 


