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Dear Friends,

problems get resolved, and
we move on to a better
place.

One of the strange
things I do is write
“hello” a lot as I sit
thinking or when I just
sit (!). I’ve done it
since primary school.
You’ll still find “hello”
written in all sorts of
places like my bible, my
notes for a sermon or any old
bit of paper lying around. Sometimes
even on my hand. I should probably
seek counselling about it! But it’s
more fun to keep writing and ponder
what a counsellor might say.

So our lives are full of
hellos and goodbyes.
Some, like when
people come to visit,
have a clear beginning
and end. Other hellos
are much more long-term
– like when a baby is born. So
hello to Elspeth, and Eliza and at
least two more to come soon to
parents in our congregation. And, of
course, goodbyes can be very
permanent too, or seem to be, as
when someone dies.

Perhaps I’m like Karen Blixen. In the
film ‘Out of Africa’, when her
husband complains about a lack
lustre goodbye kiss she says, “I’m
better at hello”. Meryl Streep, who
plays the Danish Karen Blixen, fills
the words with moody promise.

As someone about to be 60 (I know
you can’t believe it, but it’s true!),
there are many things I need to say
goodbye to. I’m never going to play
cricket for Ireland. I’ll never run faster
than either of my sons again. There
are still so many things I’d like to do,
but I’ll have to make some hard
choices or none of them will get
done…

Hello is so full of possibilities, new
beginnings. But it can be scary too.
A new job, a new situation. New
people. Will we cope? Will we get on
with the in-laws, or new neighbours?

But however old we are, a significant
event in our lives is an opportunity to
stop and reflect on some basic
questions like: where next? What
does God want me to do in the next
chapter of my life? We move on and
God continues alongside us, inviting
us to continually reshape our lives in
response to his guiding and
empowering Spirit. “Keep in step

Goodbye is the end of things. And
yet many goodbyes are good! How
many people have said something
like: “I love it when my grandchildren
come to see us. I also love it when
they go!” We’re often glad to receive
visitors and glad when they go as
well! Serious things come and go –
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with the Spirit” advises St Paul
(Letter to the Galatians 5:25).

To Jimmy and Hannah, and to all of
us, on the ever-changing path of life,
with all its hellos and goodbyes,
there is perhaps no better advice
than “Keep in step with the Spirit”.
Our living loving God is always with
us and will never desert us. “The
Lord is my shepherd I shall not want”
(Psalm 23). Alleluia!

We are soon to say goodbye to
Jimmy Lawrence, our curate. It
doesn’t seem long since we first said
hello. We’ll miss his lively,
encouraging presence among us.
We’ll miss his thoughtful sermons.
We’re grateful for all he’s given us.
He has formed us, and we have
formed him, and Hannah. We are the
better for Jimmy and Hannah having
been with us. And we’re delighted for
them that they can actually live
together now and work out the
details of their next step.

Every blessing

GRAHAM BUTTANSHAW

2

with Glynis Milner
school in my village, and then to
Netherthorpe Grammar School in
nearby Staveley.
Which College or University did you
go to?
Bingley College of Education.
When and where did you meet your
husband Barry?
Believe it or not, at school… ah…!
How many children and
grandchildren do you have? What
do they do?
We have a daughter, Naomi, and a
son, Peter, and one granddaughter,
Ella, who is 3 years old. Sadly, our first
daughter, Hannah, died a few days
after her birth. Naomi is a solicitor and
Peter is a further education teacher
and administrator.
Do you have brothers and sisters?
I had a brother, Douglas, who died
before I was born when he was just
one year old.
When and where did you become a
Christian?
I went to Sunday School as a child and
became a Christian in my twenties
when attending St Mary’s Church,
Hawksworth Wood in Horsforth.
What was your main occupation and
where did you work?
Initially, I was a a teacher at Harehills
Primary School, then at Yeadon

HELLO GLYNIS. Some of us know you
very well. Others may know you by
sight but not really know much
about you. We see you most
Sundays in church when you’re often
busy doing things, but we’d love to
know more about you. Will you
answer a few questions that will
help us all to get to know you
better? Thank you!
When were you born and where did
you grow up?
I was born in May 1953 and grew up in
a village near Chesterfield in
Derbyshire.
Where did you go to school?
I went to an infant school and junior
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Westfield Infant School before
becoming a supply teacher at All
Saints C of E in Otley. My final post
was as a teacher at Weetwood Primary
School in Headingley.
Why did you come to Otley and how
many years have you lived here?
One summer’s day, Barry and I walked
from Kirkstall where we then lived and
saw the magnificent views across to
Otley from Old Pool Bank. A year later
in 1977 we moved here!
What is your role here at church?
I help with baptisms by visiting families,
making bookings, and preparation. It’s
a privilege and a joy to meet and get to
know lovely couples and their children.
I am also involved with the Prayer
Ministry team.
Do you have a favourite verse of
Scripture? If so, what is it?
“What does the Lord require of you but
to do justice and to love kindness and
to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah
6:8)
Do you have a favourite Christian
hymn or song?
God of the Poor (Beauty for
Brokenness) and In Christ alone my
hope is found.
Do you like classical music? Do you
have a favourite piece?
Yes, some!! I love cello music - it’s
beautifully soothing and deeply
moving. Pieces by Dvorak and Camille
Saint-Saëns are amongst my
favourites.
What about modern songs or music
- anything in particular?
Not particularly modern but more of my
generation(!), Tapestry by Carol King so beautiful and timeless.
Can you play a musical instrument?
Sadly, no! (Never too late to learn,

Glynis!)
Do you have a favourite part of
Yorkshire that you like to visit?
In and around Skipton and Bolton
Abbey. Also, a recent walk around the
outskirts of Harewood Estate with Enid
Tutesigensi was very lovely with seas
of beautiful bluebells.
Is there somewhere you would like
to go on holiday where you’ve not
been before, regardless of expense?
Scandinavia always looks stunningly
beautiful, natural and interesting.
Are you involved in any
volunteering outside of the church?
I volunteer at Otley’s Oxfam charity
shop, also for an organisation called
‘Focus for Hope’ in Leeds, taking out
food for the homeless people in the
city. We regularly go to Calais where
we cook and distribute food and
clothing to the refugees there.
A book you especially enjoyed
reading. Any special reason?
Bishop John Sentamu’s ‘Agape Love
Stories’ – the compilation of these 22
stories is so diverse and inspiring.
Do you have a hobby or something
you enjoy doing to relax?
Yes, lots! Reading, knitting,
crocheting, visiting galleries,
walking/jogging (sometimes!) and I’m
a Radio 4 addict!
What would be your favourite meal –
2 or even 3 courses?
Vegetarian tapas, and bread and butter
pudding!
If you were to spend a whole year
on a desert island on your own what
luxury would you take with you?
Foot Balm.
Which one word best describes
your life right now?
Busy and contented.
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As I breathe, I pray
And rejoice in the day.
The sky, the clouds, the birds,
The shimmering raindrops on my window,
The flowers that dance in the breeze,
The butterflies joining in
With their merry moves.
You Lord, Creator of it all
Shower our lives with blessings,
Joyous gifts of splendorous harvest,
Beauty for the eyes to see,
The music of the ear to hear.
You bathe us in sunlight,
Sprinkle us with life-refreshing rain.
How can we not lift our arms in praise,
And celebrate our God for endless days.
© 2019 Rosemary Hartley
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It Shouldn’t
Happen to a
Vicar
(but it did)!
This is the second in a series
of interesting articles by
Stewart Hartley, now retired
and a member of
Otley Parish Church

Revd Stewart Hartley

T’owd Boiler’s Revenge!
I STOOD THERE IN THE BITING WIND holding the large rusty cellar
key waiting for my friend Dave to arrive while mulling over the Church
Council Meeting of a few days before. It was now September and the
main point of discussion at the meeting was that we could either afford
heating oil for the winter or the rent on the vicar’s house, but not both.
No one could decide!
Dave, who knew about boilers, was to help me assess what might be
needed and now his red van was here. Clearing away the old
newspapers and empty crisp packets we descended the old stone
stairs, managed to open the lock, push the creaking door open and
there we were into total darkness.
Eventually, the light switch was found and a dim cobwebbed bulb
struggled into life. There glaring at us with malevolence was ‘T’owd
boiler! With its crumbling asbestos coat and 3 flue doors peering at us
like a face from a nightmare, the words ‘Robin Hood’ cast into its face
seemed a travesty of the Nottingham hero.
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Would it work? How would it fire up? We looked around in puzzlement
and then we saw on the wall a box with two large buttons – one red
and one green. Was this it? Taking a deep breath Dave pushed the
green button – hard! Nothing happened. And then a faint gurgling, a
distant rumble which got louder and louder and suddenly a huge flame
shot out of the back of the boiler. There was a split-second of stunned
silence before Dave shot up the cellar steps at Olympic speed with me
following on his heels and a cloud of smoke chasing us.
Would the church go up in flames? Should I call the fire brigade? As
we stood there shaking and not knowing what to do there was a loud
bang, a billow of smoke and… silence! Slowly the smoke cleared and
with no sign of fire we ventured down again. It was abundantly clear
that ‘T’owd Boiler’ would never work again. Closer inspection revealed
a huge chunk missing from the cast iron flue pipe and that was where
the flame had shot out from.
The choice was clear, no heating oil was needed but how could we
manage church services all winter in the bitter cold? A big decision had
to be made. What was God doing? What was he saying? We could
never have imagined His answers when they came, but there was
more darkness to come before the dawn. As the old hymn puts it, “God
moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform.”
(To be continued in the September magazine!)

Copy Date
September Magazine
Sunday 18 August
Email: stephenhey01@gmail.com
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CONGRATULATIONS to Gill and Geoff Park on the recent birth
of Eliza May. She was born on 5th May at 5.19am and weighed
8lbs 2oz. Mum and dad say, “Thank you to everyone who has
given us gifts, food, love, prayers and support. It has been
such a blessing and we ae so grateful to our church family”.
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Calum Hird and
Meg Gledhill at
their wedding
on Saturday
18th May at St.
Werburgh’s
Church, Derby

The Hird
family at
Calum’s
wedding –
Jackie,
Martin, Isla
and Molly
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FACING CLIMATE CHANGE

Proposed Climate Change &
Mass Extinction Conference
at Otley Parish Church
OLLOWING the Easter Story with links to suffering and the state
of our planet caused by climate change and mass extinctions, I
felt rather frustrated by our lack of actions and urgency. As
Christians, we all need to understand the implications of our present
Climate Change and Mass Extinction events and learn how to better
protect God’s Creation.
Since Easter I have been in contact with other local active
organisations including: Carbon Neutral Otley 2030, Otley Energy,
Wildlife Friendly Otley and Otley Community Land Trust. I’ve
asked if we could all work together with a common goal to combat
these environmental emergencies. This joint Otley working group will
also include cross-party political groups.

God’s creation is
suffering

Our beautiful
and fragile world
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God’s creation is
dying

Mass extinction of
flora and fauna

I am proud to announce that our Church will host a major Climate
Change and Mass Extinction Conference sometime during this
autumn. First preparations will begin very soon. It is anticipated this
event will also link up with other Wharfedale and Leeds organisations
such as Leeds University and the Leeds Climate Change
Commission. This event will provide up-to-date scientific information,
advice and hope, indicating how we can all modify our lifestyles,
homes and gardens to help repair and nurture God’s beautiful creation.
Dave Cherry
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MY LIFE
as a
CURATE
JIMMY
LAWRENCE

I

honestly think there are only two things worth talking about; firstly, that
God is more glorious than you can possibly imagine, and secondly, that
God loves you more than you can possibly bear.

If you are anything like me, it’s very easy to depreciate or underestimate
God’s Glory. I know that I am always looking for ways to bring God down to
my size. Wouldn’t it be easier if God was manageable and malleable, orderly
and ordinary? But God is glorious! More glorious that we can possibly
imagine, and he is always drawing us forward into new and exciting things. I
have regularly been blown away by God’s Glory during my curacy. I’ve seen
it in the way that he reveals himself again and again in worship and prayer.
I’ve seen God’s glory in the worship of 80-year-olds and 8-year-olds. I’ve
seen God’s glory in the faithful prayers of women and men who have been
praying for 50 years. I’ve seen God’s glory in the first sparks of faith which
have been brought into life over the last few years.
The second thing worth talking about is that God loves you more than you
can possibly bear. God loves you. The depth, truth and power of that
statement will require your whole life to fully comprehend it. I have been
moved to tears on numerous occasions during my curacy seeing the
knowledge of the love of God blossom in people’s hearts, sometimes for the
first time, sometimes for the hundredth. I see the Love of God expressed in
how this community loves one another: in the way you take meals to people
after they have had an operation, lovingly serve the homeless and destitute
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or welcome people from all walks of life. Most often I have been moved by
the way we share communion as a community loving one another as we
meet around the table to receive from God.
When I got ordained and moved to Otley, my priority was to tell people about
God’s Glory and his Love for them. It has been a real privilege for me to
communicate these two truths in as many different ways, to as many different
people around this town. In funerals, at weddings and baptisms, during home
communions and in Alpha groups, in the schools in Otley and even in its
pubs.
Recently I’ve taken to explaining what I do as a curate by saying that I’m like
a “Spiritual GP”. Every day is different, every encounter has the potential to
be surprising. The job of a parish curate is to be available to be called upon
for Christian guidance and spiritual nourishment from anyone at any time. As
a result, I’ve spent the last three years meeting hundreds of people from all
walks of life, at all stages of life. This can become dizzying, trying to respond
to wildly different needs and life experiences from one meeting to the next.
That is why I’ve needed to develop a strong sense of purpose: why I am here
in this meeting today? My answer is that I’m there to help this person see
how glorious God is, and to help them feel how much God loves them.
On an average day last week (at the time of writing this article) I did a
communion in one of the local Old People’s homes. I went from there to do a
funeral in a crematorium in Harrogate. After the funeral I drove back to Otley
to pop my head in at Open House before visiting a family who were having
their baby baptised. In the afternoon I went home to have tea and work on a
sermon for a few hours before heading back into Otley for an evening
meeting. That is fairly typical of a day of ministry. Before getting out the car at
each appointment I have to shift gears (like in a car, matching the speed of
the engine to the speed of the wheels) so that I’m in the right frame of mind
to arrive at the meeting ready for whatever that person needs from me.
As I have been reflecting on these themes in the last few months, I have
found John 15 to be really helpful. In this chapter Jesus paints a picture of
himself as the vine and his disciples as the branches. Imagine being in a
vineyard with a thick vine rooted in the earth drawing up moisture and
nutrients, and the branches coming out from the vine producing fruit. The
point of the metaphor is that Jesus’ disciples (the branches) need to ‘remain
in the vine’ so that they can bear fruit. In the middle of the picture that Jesus
is drawing he says this: “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so
have I loved you. Now remain in my love.” (John 15:8-9). Here Jesus is
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drawing a direct link between the Father’s Glory and Love. If you want to
show God is glorious, then you need to remain in the vine (Jesus) and bare
much fruit (love) and the way you bare much fruit is by remaining in God’s
love!
Here in Otley Parish Church we love to love people. This community is really
good at welcoming, making friends, having fun together and also drawing
close to those who are struggling, crying with those who are crying and sitting
with people who just need someone to hold their hand. I think what Jesus is
saying in John 15 is that those aren’t just nice things that we do because it’s
nice to be nice. In each of those acts of kindness and compassion, we are
involved in something of cosmic importance. We are revealing the Glory of
the Father when we are producing the fruit of Love which comes from being
connected to Jesus through the source of Love. This is a holy calling. What
an incredible privilege to be part of an ordinary parish church. A place where
God’s Glory and God’s Love is seen and shared.
You may well be wondering what is next for Hannah and I? Well, we have
some exciting next steps. I have been accepted to do a PhD at Oxford
University. My research will involve taking a theological look at modern
technology. Specifically, I’ll be asking “Does our culture put its hope in
technology to save it?” and if it does then I’ll be suggesting that a Christian
response must be based on our hope that Jesus saves. Hannah on the other
hand has accepted a job working for a recruitment company in New York. So,
we will be living in New York while Hannah works, and I research the PhD.
There are still lots of unanswered questions surrounding this move and we
would really value your prayers. Please pray that we would trust God during
lots of uncertainty and that we would
protect time for one another as we move
into a new phase of our marriage.
Otley Parish Church is the first Church
community that Hannah and I shared
together, and as a result there was never
any question for us that we were going to
get married here. This Church will always
hold a special place in our hearts, and I
look forward to the day when we can visit
and worship with you again. We have
been so grateful for the love and support
that this community has shown us. Otley
Parish Church knows how to embrace
people – this is a rare gift.
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Hannah and Jimmy

Our feature this month is the 17th in the fascinating Heritage Tour
series compiled by Allan Boddy and Margaret Parkin. The series
explores many aspects of the history and heritage of Otley Parish
Church and its artefacts.
Louise and Richard Lee tell the final part of the history of
Musgrave Hall, which is next door to The Chestnuts on Burras
Lane, and now their family home.

Memories of
Musgrave Memorial Hall – Part 3
How did Otley Collegiate School, also known
as Dr Kerr’s School, become Musgrave Hall?
When Dr Samuel Kerr, School Master, retired in 1887, he was succeeded by
James Etchells. The school continued for a few years until its closure in 1897
when the building was sold to William Wratmell, then later to Peter Musgrave.
Peter was a former pupil of Dr Kerr and a churchwarden at Otley Parish
Church. He was also Superintendent of the Parish Church morning Sunday
School.
In 1898 he paid £445 by deed of gift to the church and Dr Kerr’s school
building then came into use as a Sunday School. It is said that on Sunday
mornings he marched his scholars to the church service and sat with them,
armed with a billiard cue which he used to tap the heads of talkative
youngsters!
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Peter William Musgrave
walking along Boroughgate in 1911, taking part in
what was probably a Whit
Sunday walk

In later years, the building was used by several
local groups. For example, in 1937 the large
room became a club for unemployed men and in
the late 1960s Bethel Church used it for
worship. In 1958, a reader of the Wharfedale
Observer wrote a letter asking that it should be
given its full title of Musgrave Memorial School,
reminding readers that it was really a monument
to the memory of Peter William Musgrave, and
‘it is only right that we should not forget it is a
memorial’. The letter says that Peter Musgrave
presented Dr Kerr’s school to Otley Parish
Church for use as a Sunday School in memory
of his daughter Henrietta who was killed in a
horse-riding accident.

A very interesting artefact in the entrance hall of
our home is this brass plaque. We are told that
in 1904 a ceremony took place at the Burras
Lane School to unveil a tablet in memory of the
late Henrietta Musgrave who was a superintendent of the Girls’ Sunday
School. This plaque was later moved to the Parish Church and we are
indebted to the Otley Parish Church Council for gifting it back to us.
The inscription on the plaque needs
some explanation. It clearly indicates
that it is a memorial to his wife
Henrietta, who died on 26th May
1890 and not his daughter Henrietta,
as suggested by the reader of the
Wharfedale Observer. His daughhter
did not die until 18th May 1904 and
of Tuberculosis, not a riding
accident as previously reported. The
plaque itself was not unveiled until
1904, some months after his
daughter died. The date in the
bottom left hand corner of the tablet
of 27th July 1898 is the date when
Dr Kerr’s school became the Parish
Church Sunday School.

Plaque: Otley 27th July 1898
MUSGRAVE MEMORIAL SCHOOL
In Affectionate Remembrance of
HENRIETTA
Wife of Peter William Musgrave
of Manby House Otley
Who Died on 26th May 1890

Peter Musgrave, who described himself as a wool-buyer, with his wife
Henrietta set up their first home in West Bradford. Nine children were born
while they lived there. In 1875 they moved to Manby House on East Chevin
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where a further three children were born. Of their twelve children, two sadly
died in infancy. In addition to his involvement in the church Peter also served
as a magistrate. He died in 1913, aged 75.
From the start of our Musgrave Hall history trail several coincidences have
occurred. From the unexpected return of the plaque to its original home, to
the casual meeting in Otley’s market place between Paul Wood, local
historian, and Margaret Parkin which led to the date of Musgrave Hall being
established. Paul also confirmed dates and places of Samuel Kerr’s teaching
history. Then, Judith Boardman came to the church Friday coffee morning,
and told us that she was the great-granddaughter of Peter Musgrave.
Margaret Parkin put her in touch with Richard and me. She visited us and
gave us a copy of “The Musgrave Family of Otley”, a family history document
produced by her niece Dr Gillian Overend. This provided much of the above
information about Peter Musgrave.
The next coincidence came this year on February
14th, when the Wharfedale Observer carried an
item about the forthcoming celebrations at Prince
Henry’s Grammar School to celebrate the centenary
of its reopening. Among their archives the school
had found an original oil painting of Dr Kerr.
Stephen Clarkson, the assistant headteacher coordinating the event, has very kindly taken this
photograph of Dr Kerr from the oil painting. In his
memory an annual scholarship is presented to the
highest attaining students at the school.
Prince Henry’s is keen to collate the stories of as
many former winners as is possible and has been
Dr Samuel Kerr
appealing for information. We intend sharing the
information we have acquired with the school and
look forward to visiting the exhibition planned for the end of June his year.
The latest coincidence occurred very recently when Otley Methodist Church
provided a copy of a historical booklet produced by Reg Rawling some years
ago following the development of Methodism in Otley. This was intended to
clarify a query that Margaret Parkin had raised with them about John Wesley
and his horse but when reading through the booklet she came across the
following information:
‘A purpose-built meeting house was built in 1771 on Nelson Street and was
intended to seat 500 persons. It became necessary to build a new and larger
building and this one was vacated as a chapel in 1826 but continued to be
used as a Wesleyan Day School for the education of young people. We have
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a record of quills being bought to help the youngsters in the art of writing.
One of the teachers being Dr Kerr’.
Who knows what else we are
going to find out about Musgrave
Hall, our home? That is where
you come in – what memories do
you have of times spent there
when in use as the church
Sunday school or for other
events? What photographs might
you have? We would love to
hear from you.
Our thanks go to Otley museum
for access to their archive
records and to all those who have
contributed in any way to help us put together this fascinating story so far.
Musgrave Hall, Burras Lane, Otley

We are grateful to Stephen Hey for agreeing to publish this history in three
parts and particularly to Margaret Parkin of Otley Parish Church and a
volunteer at Otley Museum, for her passion in this research and her
meticulous documentation.
My parents would have been so thrilled, as Richard and I indeed are. We are
honoured to live in such a special part of old Otley.

Special thanks to Richard and
Louise for all their hard work in
compiling the Musgrave Hall history
for Otley Parish Church monthly
magazine. Please do let us know if
further historic facts come to light.

Richard and Louise Lee
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WHO ARE WE?
OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building
in Otley – is at the heart of our town and, for
over 1,000 years, people have been gathering
here for worship and significant family and
community events. “There is a place for
everyone, with Christ at the centre of it all.”
We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a
journey of discovery, kindling hope as we go,
helping one another to be more fully alive to
the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d
love you to share the journey with us.
We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual
commitment to Christ and in service to our
local community.
Join us in worshipping God together on
Sundays and in daily life; be with us as we
study and discern how to use the Bible in the
21st century; learn with us what it is to be
21st century disciples following Jesus and
help us, with the other churches in the town,
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond.
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