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Dear Friends, 
 
Tolerance is a good 
word. It’s not love, 
but it’s a start. 
There’s a classic 
problem with 
tolerance, of 
course. We are 
usually urged to be 
‘tolerant’ of anything 
except intolerance. And it seems 
to me that is a very basic fault line 
which has rarely been more 
apparent than in Britain today. 

When is a person being 
“intolerant”? Who is to judge? 
Undoubtedly, we can all be 
intolerant at times, but who can 
say when our deeply held views 
could fairly be labelled intolerant? 
And is it simply about our view, or 
how we express that view? 

We are deeply influenced by 
the culture we live in. Yet cultures 
are constantly changing. And very 
fast, in this part of the world – not 
least around sexuality and gender 
identity. 

People demanding tolerance, 
acceptance of their lifestyle, can 
be very intolerant of any 
reluctance or doubt in others. 
People promoting ‘inclusiveness’ 
can be very exclusive of those 
who don’t buy into their ideas of 
inclusiveness. And so, of course, 

can people who remain 
embedded in 
conservative and 
traditional views 
which reject certain 
lifestyles.  

One huge 
problem facing us, 

and our politics 
nationally, is the lack 

of listening. Much of the 
present anger and resentment 
against politicians is from ‘the 
people’ who have not been 
listened to by the political elite of 
all the main parties. Honest 
engagement with complex issues 
is rare and sound bites and 
simplistic claims dominate. There 
is little acknowledgement that 
different views can be held with 
integrity. 

For me, these massive 
cultural and political issues help 
us see what the Church can be. 
What the Church, for the sake of 
the nation, desperately needs to 
be. What Otley Parish Church can 
be. 

One of the most important 
insights, for me, from biblical and 
theological study and reflection is 
that truth is rarely simple and 
static. More often truth is a 
dynamic reality, found as we listen 
to, and learn from, each other. 
Found when we give the Bible its 

From Graham Buttanshaw:             Vicar of Otley Parish Church 
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primacy of place, doing our best 
to understand the context in which 
it was written and interpreting it 
honestly in the light of our 
experience and our tradition. And 
all of this is done while listening 
intently for the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. 

At the heart of our faith is, of 
course, the very nature of God. 
Dynamic and beyond explanation. 
One and yet three. We must hold 
together the absolute unity, the 
oneness of God, with the 
Christian understanding that God 
is a divine community – Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. We hold his 
inscrutable majesty, his 
unimaginable power and glory in 
tension with his humility and 
tenderness, his self-giving love 
and willingness to be intimately 
known. 

The truth about Jesus is not 
found in some halfway mark 
where Jesus is half man and half 
God, but in the incomprehensible 
mystery that he is fully human and 
fully divine.  

The content of the Bible we 
(and Protestant Churches in 
general) use was agreed after 
long discussion and argument at 
Synods more than 300 years after 
Jesus died. The Bible brings 
together a vast array of different 
kinds of writing from many 
centuries and contexts. It is the 
work of human beings and the 
work of God.  

Wrong interpretations have 
been used to justify slavery, 
ethnic cleansing, subjugation of 
women, the pernicious prosperity 
gospel, and countless injustices 
which have brought shame on the 
Church. 

As you know, at Otley Parish 
Church we are an inclusive 
Church where there is a place for 
everyone, with Christ at the 
centre. You will also be well 
aware that there continues to be 
much debate in the wider Church, 
nationally and internationally, 
about how inclusive we can be to 
people who are gay or 
transgender. 

I know there will be deeply 
held views within our Church 
about this, on many aspects of the 
various issues. Hopefully, all of us 
are listening and learning and 
trying to understand. I want to 
make it clear that I believe that 
differing, and even incompatible, 
views can be held with integrity. 
And I think our priority is twofold.  

First and most important, to 
make sure that everybody is 
welcome in our Church, which 
means that we welcome every 
person without discriminating on 
sexuality, gender, gender 
identification, disability, mental 
health, ethnicity, or economic 
power.  

Second, we commit ourselves 
to listen to God and each other, to 
examine our prejudices, to choose 
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our words carefully and to remind 
ourselves again and again that we 
are called to love one another. 

I hope that everyone can be 
free to be themselves and 
participate fully in our Church life, 
without having to hide part of who 
they are. In our mission we need 
each other with our different 
insights, faith, gifts and 
experiences. 

We share in God’s mission to 
make Christ known and reveal his 
loving (and demanding) purposes 
for every person. If there is any 
‘sitting on the fence’ about who is 
welcome, the iron will go into our 
soul!  

As I write this I am very 
mindful of a 14-year-old girl, Lizzie 
Lowe, who was growing up in a 
Church in Didsbury, and took her 
own life because she did not think 
her gay sexuality and her 

Christian faith were compatible, 
and nobody at home or at Church 
said anything to help her. Her 
death transformed her Church, 
and we’ll have an opportunity to 
hear more about that in the next 
few weeks. 

I want to do all I can to ensure 
that such a thing will not happen 
in Otley Parish Church through 
our silence and lack of care.  

Thank you for all you already 
do to make our Church 
community such a loving and 
welcoming one. May God lead us 
forward into the future He has for 
us, and may we together grasp 
how wide and long and high and 
deep is the love of Christ 
(Ephesians 3:18). 

  
 
With much faith, hope and, above 
all, love. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 GRAHAM BUTTANSHAW 
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When were you born and where 
did you grow up?   
I was born in Leeds in 1976 and 
have been fortunate to live in 
Otley my whole life – 43 years to 
be precise! 

Where did you go to school? 
I went to Newall Primary School, 
then The Whartons Middle School 
before finally going to Prince 
Henry’s Grammar School. 
Did you go to College or 
University?   
I left Prince Henry’s following my 
GCSEs and went to college in 
Horsforth to do a BTEC National 
Diploma in Health Studies. 
Initially, I wanted to become a 
nurse. I had even got as far as 
accepting a place at Pinderfields 
Hospital in Wakefield to start my 
training, when I was offered a 
place at Leeds University. I 
decided to accept that to do a 
BSc. in Physiology. However, 
towards the end of my second 
year I changed my degree to a 
Bsc in Human Biology.   
When did you become a 
Christian?  
You could say I have been a 
Christian for the whole of my life. 
However, it is only in the last 3 
years that I have really started to 
embrace my faith. When I was a 
child, I used to come to Otley 

with Helen Chippendale 

Hello Helen, 
Some of us know you very well. 
Others may know you by sight but 
not really know much about you. 
We see you most Sundays in 
church when you’re often busy 
doing things or talking to people, 
but we’d love to know more about 
you. Will you answer a few 
questions that will help us to get 
to know you better? Thank you! 
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Parish Church with my mum and 
brother.   
When and where did you meet 
Pete? 
I met Pete in 2002 when I started 
working at HM Prison in Leeds.  
What is your occupation and 
where do you work?  
Whilst at University I worked for 
Safeway supermarket in Otley. 
This was only meant to be a 
short-term job but I ended up 
working there for several years 
after leaving university! I 
eventually left there in 2002 to join 
the Prison Service and have been 
working for them ever since. I 
have had a variety of different 
roles, starting as an Operational 
Support Grade before becoming a 
Prison Officer in 2007. This 
required me to move from HMP 
Leeds to HMP Wealstun. This is a 
Category C men’s prison located 
near the village of Thorp Arch, 
Wetherby. It was a really 
challenging role which is often 
overlooked by society. However, 
due to not passing my yearly 
fitness test I re-graded to an 
administrative role in the Offender 
Management Unit three years 
later. Last year I was promoted to 
Hub Manager within my department.     
Do you have brothers and 
sisters?  
I have one brother called Andrew. 
He is 2 years younger than me 
and lives in London.  

How long have you been 
coming to Otley Parish 
Church?  
When I was a child in the 
Brownies and Guides, I 
occasionally went to the Methodist 
Church in Otley, although I 
wouldn’t say I really worshipped 
back then. A Christmas Carol 
Service at the Parish Church 
brought me back to church. 
Shortly after that service I 
remember asking Pete if he 
wanted to come with me to church 
one Sunday. We definitely made 
ourselves very well known on that 
occasion as we arrived at the 
church half an hour late due to me 
getting the service time wrong! 
That was three and half years ago 
and I can honestly say that my life 
is so much richer now.      
Do you have a favourite 
Christian hymn or song? 
My favourite hymn is Psalm 23, 
“The Lord’s my Shepherd”. “Be 
Thou my Vision”, is a close 
second.  
Do you like classical music? Do 
you have a favourite piece? 
I wouldn’t say I’m a big fan of 
classical music, however, I quite 
like piano music – Beethoven’s 
Für Elise and Moonlight Sonata, 
1st movement. 
What about modern songs or 
music – anything in particular? 
I have quite an eclectic music 
taste. I like everything from 
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Country music to Rock and Dance 
music. The only music I have 
never really taken to is Jazz. 
Can you play a musical 
instrument?  
I had piano lessons when I was 
younger and managed to achieve 
my Grade 3. My parents have a 
piano but I have never played it 
since I left home years ago. 
Before anyone gets ideas, I am 
certainly not up to the standard to 
play at church!! 
Do you have a favourite part of 
England that you like to visit?  
My first holiday with Pete was on 
a camping trip to the Lake District 
at a site just outside Windermere. 
This remains one of our favourite 
places to visit. There is some of 
the most beautiful scenery here 
and no more so than around 
Buttermere. Another favourite part 
of ours is the East Yorkshire 
Coast. Two and a half years ago 
we rehomed a Springer Spaniel 
called Merlin and he loves nothing 
better than a good run on the 
beaches of Scarborough and 
Bridlington. Pete and I now have a 
touring caravan, so we try to visit 
a new place each year.  
Is there somewhere you would 
like to go on holiday where 
you’ve not been before, 
regardless of expense?  
I would love to tour round 
Australia and New Zealand, 
maybe in a motorhome or 

something similar. 
A book you enjoyed reading –  
Christian or general?  
I enjoy reading although I rarely 
have the time these days. I love to  
read forensic crime novels. Books 
by Patricia Cornwell, Kathy  
Reichs and Tess Geritsen are  
among my favourites. 
Do you have a hobby or 
something you enjoy doing to 
relax?  
I don’t have much spare time 
these days, although I do like 
doing jigsaw puzzles and I taught 
myself to crochet a couple of 
years ago. 
What would be your favourite 
meal – 2 or even 3 courses? 
I love spaghetti bolognese. 
However, my mum makes the 
best Christmas Dinner ever – 
turkey with all the trimmings!  
If you were to spend a whole 
year on a desert island on your 
own what luxury would you 
take with you?  
A toothbrush. 
Is there anything else you’d like 
to tell us, Helen? 
I have been a volunteer swimming 
instructor for the past 25 years at 
Aireborough Swimming Club in 
Guiseley. I have lost count of the 
number of children I have taught 
to swim over the years. 
Which one word best describes 
your life right now?  
Busy! 
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N SATURDAY 18th MAY 2019 ROSEMARIE UTLEY, a member 
of Otley Parish Church, completed the Great Wall Marathon 
in China – known to athletes as one of the world's toughest 

marathons. This was Rosemarie's 117th full marathon! Rosemarie’s 
husband Jeff also completed an 8km Great Wall Fun Run. 
 
Two days before the start of the 
marathon everyone had the 
opportunity to go to the race 
venue in Ying Yang Square at 
the old Huangyaguan fortress 
for a runners’ briefing. They 
were then taken up the 
mountain by coach to view and 
then walk 3.5km along the 
Great Wall – just to get the feel 
of it! 

On the Saturday morning 
after a very early rise at 3am 

everyone was taken on a two-
and-a-half-hour coach journey 
to the marathon starting point. 
Rosemarie's race began at 
7.50am. The early start was to 
get the benefit of the cooler 
morning air (fortunately helped 
by a thunderstorm in the area 
the previous night).  

The first 5km of the run 
included a steep uphill climb 
via a dozen or so hairpin bends 
in the road until reaching the 

O 
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beginning of the race's east to 
west section of the Great Wall 
itself which 
included climbing 
2,582 steps 
followed by the 
steep 700m 
descent of the 
infamous ‘Goat 
Track’ back to the 
fortress. This is 
where Jeff finished 
his 8km run. The 
marathon runners 
then had to 
complete a 15-
mile rural road 
section passing 
through farms and 
villages before 
returning to the 
start area for the 
last leg of the 
race. Here, 
Rosemarie 
spotted Jeff who 
passed her 

supplies of energy gels before 
collecting a wrist band 
confirming that she had 
completed the first section of 
the run, well within the strict 
time cut-off limit.  

It was then back up the 
700m ‘Goat Track’, the steep 
stepped incline and onto the 
Great Wall to retrace those 
2,582 steps, but this time in a 
west to east direction. Finally, 
after exiting the Great Wall it 

was 5km down the 
hairpin bends to 
the finish in the 
square. 

Rosemarie 
finished the 
marathon in 7hrs 
27mins, well 
within her allotted 
time frame. She 
came 2nd in her 
female age 
category – that’s 
26.2 miles 
including the 
5,164 steps to 
climb or descend! 
She looked fresh 
and happy when 
receiving her 
finisher's medal. 

Jeff was 
pleased to 
complete his 8km 
run without 

Rosemarie Utley climbs the 2,582 

steps on the Great Wall 

Jeff and Rosemarie Utley 
shortly after finishing 
their respective runs on 
the Great Wall of China 
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problems and 
he finished 
1st in his age 
category. He 
says that there 
can't have 
been many in 

that group as 
it's more 
suitable for 
much 
younger 

athletes!  
On the 

day following the marathon a 
magnificent Runner's Gala 
Dinner rounded off the week of 
events. Looking back, the 
whole marathon event had a 

fantastic atmosphere with great 
camaraderie amongst the 
2,500 athletes from over 60 
nations – well worth the long 
journey and the joining in a 
week of sightseeing with our 
own contingent based in 
Beijing. 

For Rosemarie and Jeff, a 
more relaxing week of touring 
lay ahead – to Xian to see the 
Terracotta Warriors, one of 
Rosemarie's must-do 
experiences, followed by more 
sightseeing in Shanghai, 
then to Singapore (just had to 
go to Raffles for their famous 
Singapore Sling!) and finally 
the very long flight home!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosemarie Utley completes the Great Wall Marathon in 7hrs 27mins, 
finishing in 2nd position in her female age category 
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It Shouldn’t  

Happen to a 

Vicar 

(but it did)! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Double Blow 

THE NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING was going to be crucial. 
The Sunday before it was perishing cold in church and we all knew we 
couldn’t go on like we were. I chatted over the situation with the head 
teacher of our small Church Aided School. “Why don’t you meet for the 
winter in the school hall?” he kindly offered. Reluctantly, the Church 
Council members agreed. Kind people offered adult chairs and a small 
organ, and the congregation along with a ‘robed choir’ moved in. The 
90-foot church nave had been reduced to a few feet and my 
flannelgraph board was now more than big enough! Who says the Lord 
our God does not have a wry sense of humour?! 

Amazingly, the congregation began to grow. Some came out of 
curiosity and some of them stayed. Most had issues in their lives but 
were welcomed and embraced. Hope was coming alive and as the first 
summer approached most wanted to stay in the school hall but the big 
question was what to do about the church?  

The two long-serving church wardens had an idea – a new heating 
system. But where would we get the money? Well, that was up to the 

Revd Stewart Hartley 
Revd Stewart Hartley 

This is the third in a series of 

interesting articles by 

Stewart Hartley, now retired 

and a member of  

Otley Parish Church 
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vicar! Eye watering estimates were received, well beyond our finances; 
it wasn’t so much the cost of the new system as removing the old 
boiler and huge cast iron pipes and radiators. “We know a man at 
‘club’ who can help us,” they said. “We’ll have a chat with him.” The 
answer came back a few days later – “his lads ‘ll tek it out fur us fer 
free if they can have the scrap!” Like a fool I said ok.  

A few days later the Warden was on the phone. “Owd heating system 
is gone but thev med a bit of a mess!” With a thumping heart I raced 
over to the church and was met with a nightmare! Piles of asbestos 
cladding everywhere, ‘T’ owd boiler was gone but all the cladding lay in 
heaps. I sought advice from the Archdeacon who told me to contact 
the Health and Safety Executive immediately! 

The inspectors came and sealed off the building, handed me a list of 
specialist asbestos removal companies and asked me who had done 
it. Prosecution loomed. The Warden was summoned and was asked 
the question. “Ah, I don’t know ‘is name, he comes t’t club.” Strenuous 
enquiries were made but the man and his lads were never found; he 
was never seen propping up the bar again! 

The estimate for removing the asbestos was several thousand pounds 
which we didn’t have. What were we to do? 

About that time a brown envelope dropped though our letter box 
stamped Department of Education. “Dear Sirs,” it began. “We are 
writing to you finally to demand return of the grant under-spend on the 
school kitchen and toilets carried out in 1967.” The sum was around 
£6,000. My heart pounded and my blood ran cold. How could we ever 
find the money? “God what are you doing? I asked for a challenge but 
please, not this!” 

I thrust the letter into the hands of the wardens and asked what they 
knew about it? “Ay, we get one of these letters every year,” they said. 
“Just ignore it.” “Ignore it? Is it true?” “They never asked for it,” they 
replied, “and as time went on the money got spent, so when letters 
began to arrive a few years later we ignored them.” Aghast, I said, “But 
we’re Christians, we honour our debts, how will God bless us if we act 
like this?” Sheepishly they agreed with me. Here was more debt with 
no means to pay. What was God doing? As it turns out he was doing a 
spiritual spring clean. The answer had to come from him! 

The next episode of “It shouldn’t happen to a vicar” will appear in 
the November edition of our “In Touch” magazine. 
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IN JULY THIS YEAR, 18 of us, all of whom live in Otley, gathered at 
the nearby Norwood Retreat Centre on a lovely summer’s day. The 
setting here is beautiful. 

During the morning we had three 45-minute sessions of sharing and 
prayer with drinks and social breaks. 

Rosemary and Stewart Hartley steered us through the first session – 
a reflective time with encouragement to think of ‘Signposts’: 

❖ Remembering. As in the Old Testament where they were 
reminded not to forget all that God had done for them. 

❖ Recalling who we are. Emmanuel people – God is with us. 
Followers of Jesus who is ‘on His Way’. Peter was called ‘a rock’ by 
Jesus, reminding him what Jesus named him at the time of his first 
calling. So, we were encouraged to recall who Jesus says we are. 

We opened our second session with verses from 1 Chronicles 16 
(see page 17): 

Give praise - Proclaim - Make known - Sing praise – Tell 
Look to the Lord and his strength - Seek his face always 

† Worship – Mission – Vision † 

An old hymn exhorts us to ‘Ponder anew what the Almighty can do’. 
We did! A precious time of people’s stories and prayers followed.  

A notable theme was hope even though news we hear and 
circumstances we may face appear ‘grey-toned’, uncertain or bleak. 

 Otley  
Prayer 

Network 
Away Day 
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We were reminded that there is spiritual opposition – invisible sources 
of conflict as referred to in the Bible. 

We prayed together for God’s view of things and fresh vision, thinking 
of the Christian community in our town. 

In the quieter moments two real sounds stood out - the old clock 
ticking and the sheep outside. These seemed symbolic to us. 

In our third session we shared and prayed for Otley. 

We were from several churches both within and outside Otley.  

We prayed for Otley churches and asked God for wisdom to find ‘the 
shape’ of Christian Unity in Otley for the days to come. 

We asked God to reach ‘all generations’ with a measure of urgency 
(“How do we do that, Lord?”) remembering the Salvation Army Hall 
proposals for young people and those in need. 

Future building plans will extend the size of the town and challenge 
infrastructure but also challenge our church communities to 
respond. 

We heard the sheep outside again and thought of the people of our 
town and The Good Shepherd. 

It is hard to convey the warmth and sense of fellowship that we felt. 
We trust this will be infectious in our Christian communities’ 
relationships with one another in days to come. 

We brought our own lunches, shared drinks together and sat outside in 
the wonderful grounds of Norwood in the early afternoon.  

Thanks to the Methodist Circuit that has had the vision to develop this 
Retreat Centre – we highly recommend it and hope that many other 
people will consider using it. 

John Simkins 

Arising from a joint churches’ initiative at Easter 2015, when many Otley 
Christians prayed for their neighbourhoods, there grew a desire to continue 
prayer networking in some way. Otley Prayer Network eventually emerged to 
add a forum for prayer slightly different to, but overlapping with, the monthly 
Otley Churches Prayer Breakfasts. We meet every few weeks to pray for our 
town and beyond. We also think together how prayer in and for our town 
might be encouraged and planned as a key ingredient to mission. 
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David appointed Asaph and his associates  
to give praise to the Lord 

1 Chronicles 16 verses 7 to 11 

Give praise to the LORD, 
proclaim his name. 

Make known among the nations 
what he has done 

Sing to him, sing praise to him 

Tell of all his wonderful acts 

Glory in his holy name 

Let the hearts of those who seek 
the LORD rejoice 

Look to the LORD and  
his strength 

Seek his face always 

 



15 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Local to Global is the name given to the group set up by Otley 
Parish Church for charities we choose to support.  

The two charities we are currently supporting are Caring for Life at 
Crag House Farm in Cookridge and Kisiizi Hospital in Uganda. Both 
charities are represented by members of our own church. 

There is a notice board at the back of church with lots of information 
about these charities and a leaflet you can take home to read. This year 
we have particularly focused on the environmental aspects of the work 
of the charities.  

Look out for regular prayer updates for both of the charities on the 
notice board. 

⚫ If you’ve not been before, make time to visit Caring for Life (4 miles 
from Otley) where you will find excellent food in the Granary Restaurant, 
a lovely farm shop with deli-counter, a gift shop with lots of products for 
sale, as well as a beautiful garden nursery. The whole site is a very 
delightful environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kisiizi 
⚫ Pray for those who have stood down after long years of service: 
Sister Nancy, Sister Ann Moore and Dr Robert. Pray for Georgious, 
the new Clinical Officer, and for staff who are standing in the gap 
until replacements are found 
⚫ Pray for plans to build a new Maternity and Special Care Baby Unit 

Caring for Life 
⚫ Pray for the hurting people to come to faith in Christ and for those 
who have received the Accessible New Testament that they will grow 
in their faith 
⚫ In the summer we have outdoor activities for those we support. Do 
pray for us 
⚫ Pray for the Housing Support Team who visit vulnerable people in 
the community 

 

Local to Global Prayer Topics 
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⚫ Cheese and Wine evening, Thursday 3rd October 7.45pm. Please 
join us in the Parish Room where Katie and Rick, and Zoe and Martyn 
will update us on the work of our two amazing charities, Kisiizi 
Hospital in Uganda, and Caring for Life in Cookridge, Leeds. This will 
be an opportunity to find out more about them and of Local to Global 

⚫ Curry Night at the Red Pepper, New Market, Monday 21st October 
7.30pm 

⚫ Otley Christmas Tree Festival, 11th to 14th December. We are 
hoping to have a fundraising tree at this event 

⚫ Open Gardens Afternoon, Sunday 17th May 2020) – see below 

 

 

 
 

 

Local to Global Upcoming Events 

 

 

⚫ The 2019 Flower Festival raised £921.82 for Local to Global 

⚫ So far this year a total of £1891.12 has been raised for the charities 

Thank you to everyone who has helped contribute towards this sum 

Local to Global Financial Update 
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This is a new bi-monthly series looking at a day in the life of some of 
our church members. The first feature is about Geoff Park, Chief 
Financial Officer for the Diocese of Leeds. Geoff’s wife is Gill and just 3 
months ago they had a baby girl, Eliza May. 

 

SINCE Eliza was born my day 
often begins by hanging baby 
clothes on the washing line, 
which on a sunny day is quite 
satisfying. After that I wolf down a 
bowl of Weetabix and muesli, 
plus a glass of orange juice to 

stave off coughs and colds – I am 
sure it works! 

I usually arrive in the office at 
about 8:15am and having made 
myself a cup of tea, most days 
begin by working through some 
emails. It is amazing how many 
emails are exchanged and if you 
are not careful daily life can be 
consumed by simply replying to 
emails. It may be obvious, but the 
more emails you send the more 
you receive, which makes it quite 
a vicious circle! 

Thereafter, the shape of my 
day is often determined by the 
number of meetings in the diary 
and where they will take place. 
Meetings vary greatly but there is 
a regular cycle, such as the 
monthly Bishop’s Staff Meeting 
where Bishop Nick brings 
together senior clergy (i.e. 
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bishops, archdeacons and 
cathedral deans) and senior 
office staff to report on and 
discuss key matters, the Board of 
Trustees meeting and a monthly 
Finance Committee where I get 
asked difficult questions! I also 
hold regular catch-ups with my 
direct reports to keep a track of 
ongoing work but also to ensure 
everything is ok with them. 

My teams are responsible for 
the Diocesan finances, the 
Diocesan property (i.e. clergy 
housing, not churches) and 
providing financial and 
stewardship support to parishes.  

At present the finance work is 
focused on preparing the 2020 
budget and medium-term 
financial plan for the Board in 
September and Diocesan Synod 
in October. This is an important 
piece of work for us, as it will set 
the financial direction for the next 
four years. When I started this 
job last year, the diocese had 
some significant financial 
challenges and whilst we have 
made good progress there is still 
work to do. The presentation of 
the budget to Synod is quite 
daunting as there will be around 
150 elected members there, who 
get to comment on and question 
my proposal before voting. Last 
year, the budget got unanimous 
approval but I think being new 
helped, so we’ll see what 

happens this year! 
I’m also currently devoting 

quite a lot of time to reviewing 
key suppliers. At the end of last 
year, we retendered for 
investment manager services and 
we have just completed retender 
of audit services. No sooner has 
that finished and we have now 
commenced a review of our 
insurance arrangements. Given 
we have over 450 properties 
across the diocese insurance is a 
significant cost to us. In recent 
years we have had very few 
sizeable claims, which made me 
hopeful of achieving good 
savings in this review. 
Unfortunately, those hopes have 
been knocked a little by the 
recent floods in Reeth, which hit 
the vicarage there and have left 
us expecting to make a six-figure 
insurance claim. 

Property is an interesting part 
of my role and whilst I don’t get 
directly involved in most of the 
day-to-day activities, I do have a 
role in some of our major 
projects. For example, the 
diocese is currently in the 
process of establishing a new city 
centre resource church in the 
middle of Bradford. This involves 
the purchase of a former 
nightclub on Glydegate, which 
over the next six months will be 
transformed into a vibrant and 
modern church. My team is 
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leading the property and finance 
aspects of this project, which is 
receiving significant Strategic 
Development Funding from the 
National Church.  

Another interesting project 
that I’m currently involved in is 
the potential sale of a brownfield 
site in west Leeds to a housing 
association. This is a site that 
had a sale all lined up in 2007 but 
then the developer went bankrupt 
in the financial crisis and it has 
taken over 10 years for another 
viable option to materialise. While 
there is a long way to go, it would 
be great if this opportunity came 
to fruition, particularly for those 
involved from the beginning. 

In the third part of my team, 
where we provide financial and 
stewardship support to parishes, 
there has been a lot of change 
over the past 12 months and the 
new team are just getting up and 
running. The core part of their 
work is supporting churches with 
fundraising and stewardship 
campaigns, supporting 
treasurers in their work, 
managing the parish share 
process and providing an 
outsourced finance function to 
Wakefield Cathedral.  

One of the exciting projects 
we are working on here is the 
launch of the Parish Giving 
Scheme, which is a regular giving 
mechanism using Direct Debit. 

This is a scheme launched and 
run by the Diocese of Gloucester 
that has now been adopted by 
over half of dioceses across the 
country. The advantage of the 
scheme is the giver can choose 
to have their giving inflation 
linked, which is very important as 
over time inflation silently erodes 
the real value of a donation. For 
example, a regular donation of 
£10 started 10 years ago would 
now be worth £7.63 in real terms. 
While not everyone can afford to 
inflation link their giving, it is 
important for us as a Diocese to 
support parishes in this area as 
costs often do increase with 
inflation. 

Whilst I spend most of my 
time at Church House in the 
centre of Leeds, I do try to get 
out to parishes when the 
opportunity arises and from time-
to-time I get invited to speak at 
deanery synod meetings.  

On a busy day I will only 
spend an hour or two at my desk, 
which means there will be an 
inbox full of emails and a day’s 
worth of talking to turn them into 
action! Historically, I have not 
been the best at getting away 
from work on time, but I am doing 
a little better at present and am 
usually away by 6pm, which 
means I can take Eliza out for a 
short walk before bed! 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

to Sarah McCormack 

and Lee on the birth of 

their second child,  

John Anthony I’Anson,  

known as Johnny. He 

was born on Thursday 

8th August 2019 and 

weighed 9lbs 2oz. 

Johnny is pictured here 

with his 3-year-old 

sister Violet who is 

clearly very delighted 

to have a new little 

brother 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Andy and Jen Brownless who recently 

celebrated their 10th wedding anniversary. They were married 

by Revd John Parkin at Otley Parish Church on 24th July 2009. 

John’s wife, Margaret, also took part in the church service 
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CONGRATULATIONS to 

Norman and Eileen Barr 

who are celebrating 

their golden wedding 

anniversary this month. 

They were married on 

12th September 1969 at 

St David’s Knightswood 

Church, Glasgow. They 

met each other at the 

church youth group 

there 

CONGRATULATIONS 

to John and Anne 

Simkins who 

celebrated their 

golden wedding 

anniversary last 

month. They were 

married at Chichester 

Baptist Church, West 

Sussex on 23rd 

August 1969 
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A Service of Thanksgiving was held for Benjamin Noel Smith, 

15-month-old son of Martyn and Zoe, on Sunday 28th July 

2019. Here, Ben is surrounded by family and friends as Graham 

says a special blessing for him 

CONGRATULATIONS to Harold 

and Sheila Simpson who 

celebrated their 70th wedding 

anniversary a couple of months 

ago. They were married on 23rd 

July 1949 in Guiseley 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Tim Whitley who, in July, with four 

colleagues from Utility Warehouse, cycled from Land’s End to 

John o’Groats, a distance of 874 miles. The ride took ten days. 

Between them they raised £3,000 for the charity Mind. Utility 

Warehouse very generously doubled the sum  
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Copy Date 

October Magazine  

Sunday 22 September 

Email: stephenhey01@gmail.com 

To mark the 170th anniversary of  the opening of the Bramhope 

Tunnel, Revd John Parkin conducted a short service of 

rededication at the Navvies Memorial in Church Lane, adjacent 

to our church, on 13th July 2019 
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Heritage Open Days in England is in its 25th year and a part of the wider 
European Heritage Days held each September. It is England's largest festival 
of history and culture being held this year between 13th and 22nd September 
when many buildings will be open and special events held – all free to visit or 
join in with. 

Otley Parish Church will participate on Saturday 14th September, 10am to 
4.30pm when there will be special historical displays, guided talks and tours, 
opportunity to see the bells in the tower and visit the Navvies Memorial 
(courtesy of Otley Conservation Task Force). The Saxon Cross pieces can 
be viewed on the mezzanine (pending a more permanent display) and 
refreshments will be available throughout the day. 

If you can help on the day please have a word with Margaret Parkin, Allan 
Boddy or Ken Dale. 

How did Otley Parish Church become involved? 
The church has participated in Heritage Open Days every year since 2009 – 
except for 2015 when the reordering was underway. However, the story 
starts in 2005 when the Yorkshire Historic Churches Trust (YHCT) gave the 
church a £1,500 grant towards restoration of the east window and its 
stonework. The YHCT then encouraged us to raise money for them through 
their annual sponsored Ride and Stride event which involves cycling or 
walking to visit a number of places of worship. This YHCT event made us 
aware of Heritage Open Days, since it was timed to coincide with it when 
more churches would be open. Ken Dale did sponsored cycle rides over 
three years, visiting up to 16 churches or chapels. In those days, Otley Parish 
Church was usually closed on Saturday afternoons, but we decided to keep it 
open to welcome the sponsored visitors. By 2009 we had decided to 
participate fully in Heritage Open Days and, as they say, the rest is history! 

There is more information at: https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/ 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
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Jimmy Lawrence, who was curate at Otley Parish Church for three 
years, wrote this feature at the beginning of August, just seven weeks 
after he and Hannah left Otley. Their last Sunday with us was on 16th 
June. Jimmy is now preparing to start work on his PhD through Oxford 
University on “Theology of Digital Technology”. 

 
A lot has happened since we 
left Otley in the middle of June!  

We have moved house a couple 
of times, managed to pack all our 
worldly belongings into a garage 
and have dismantled and 
reassembled more IKEA Billy 
Bookcases than we care to 
remember!  

The result of all this moving is 
that Hannah and I went from 
living 212 miles apart, both with 
our own space, to a small 
bedroom in Hannah’s mum’s 
house. Quite the learning curve! 
Despite all the lifting of boxes, the 
real life games of Tetris, as we 
had to fit everything into tiny spaces, and the moments of “we need 
to go back into the loft to get something I forgot” we have continued 
to laugh with each other and have found time to rest. 
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We both now have United Sates visas in our passports! At the time 
of writing this, Hannah is already in New York and I will be flying 
out on Friday 9th August. Hannah’s work wanted her to go out to 
New York as soon as possible. I couldn’t travel with her because I 
was still waiting for my visa to be issued by the US embassy. 
However, even this little hiccup was not without its blessings as it 
meant I had extra needed time to finish my Masters Dissertation.  

Over the last few weeks as Hannah and I have been praying and 
preparing for our move we have been reflecting on 1 Peter 1:1-2 
“To God’s elect, exiles in a foreign land, who have been chosen 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the 
sanctifying working of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ… 
Grace and peace be yours in abundance.” (That’s my paraphrase!)  

For Christians, home is in God’s Kingdom and anywhere else is a 
foreign land. That’s true for Hannah and I as we literally become 
foreigners in a strange land. I hope it’s also true for the community in 
Otley Parish Church, even if you’ve lived in Otley for the whole of 
your life. Our home is God’s Kingdom, not the Kingdom of America 
and not the Kingdom of Otley, so we live with the ethic of God’s 
Kingdom and the generosity of God’s Kingdom and the passion of 
God’s Kingdom, even if that makes us look and act a bit strange from 
time to time. After all, it’s normal for foreigners to act a bit strange! 

Please do pray for us. By the time you read this we will both be 
settling into New York, learning a new way of life, making new 
friends and quite possibly being overwhelmed by the new sights 
and sounds of a new culture. Please pray that we find good and 
healthy rhythms of life: diet, exercise, quiet times and date nights. 
These are basic requests, but we want to get these essential 
building blocks right.  

We often talk about Otley Parish Church with gratitude and love; we 
continue to pray for you asking that you would know God’s “Grace 
and peace in abundance".  

 

 

 

Jimmy’s Twitter message of 21st August:  
“Today’s achievement was passing my USA driving theory test”. 
Well done, Jimmy! 
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THIS YEAR will be our 19th Beer Festival and we hope to pass the 
£100,000 mark with our donations. It will be held at Otley Rugby 
Club on Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd November. 

  

Over the years we have been very grateful for the practical help and 
support given by members of the church congregation, but we could 
do with some more recruits! 

The Beer Festival Organising Committee meets regularly 
throughout the year, alternating between formal decision-making 
meetings and social evenings, but there is no need to commit to every 
meeting, only those you can manage. 

Tasks include: 

 Getting sponsors for our casks of beer, arranging a venue and 
procuring the supplies needed for the event 

 Setting up of the Festival during the previous four days and 
stripping-down and packing away after the event 

 Helping at the 2-day Festival itself, serving beers, ticket sales, 
general administration etc 

NB. You do not need to be a member of Otley Parish Church to get 
involved. Everyone is welcome. 

If you wish to know more before getting involved, please have a chat 
with Jeff Utley, jeff@otleybeerfestival.co.uk 

 

The Annual Otley 
Parish Church Beer 
Festival has raised 
over £95,500 to-date  
for our church and 
local charities 

Would you like to get involved? 
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A lovely look back at our 2019 

Terry Ford Opens the Flower Festival 

I am a member of the Women’s Institute 

I am who I am I am not but I know I AM (Exodus 3:14) 

“I AM” 
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I am the Vine; you are the Branches (John 15:5) 

I am creative 

I am the Alpha and the Omega 

(Revelation 21:6) 

I am the Bread of Life (John 6:35) 

I am the Alpha and the 

Omega 

(Revelation 21:6) 
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Vicar 
Revd Graham Buttanshaw g.buttanshaw@gmail.com  01943 462240 

Associate Ministers 
Revd Roger Dedman roger.dedman@talktalk.net 01943 467540 
Revd Stewart Hartley sr.hartley47@gmail.com 01943 464106 
Revd John Parkin jamparkin@talktalk.net 01943 466895 

Readers 
Janet Buttanshaw buttanshawje@gmail.com 01943 462240 
Jackie Hird hirds@phonecoop.coop 01943 462858 

Churchwardens 
Kevin Keefe kevin@keefe.org.uk 01943 466177
   07722 999818 
Barry Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472  

Deputy Churchwarden 
Barbara Nicholls babs.nicholls@gmail.com 07747 848074 

PCC Secretary 
Rosemary Ellen rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 01943 467646 

PCC Treasurer 
Norman Barr otleybarrs@googlemail.com 01943 464382 

Baptism Co-ordinator 
Glynis Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472 

Safeguarding Officer  
Jenny Liston jenny@otleyparishchurch.org 07743 330264 

Church Magazine Editor  
Stephen Hey stephenhey01@gmail.com 01943 969624 
 

 

Otley Parish Church 
Kirkgate ● Otley ● West Yorkshire 

Church Administrator:  Linda Sharp 

Church Office:  
“The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS 

Telephone: 01943 465927 
Email: info@otleyparishchurch.org 

Website: www.otleyparishchurch.org 

 @otleyparishchurch  @otleyallsaints 

mailto:g.buttanshaw@gmail.com
mailto:jamparkin@talktalk.net
mailto:buttanshawje@gmail.com
mailto:hirds@phonecoop.coop
mailto:barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com
mailto:jenny@otleyparishchurch.org
mailto:stephenhey01@gmail.com
mailto:info@otleyparishchurch.org
http://www.otleyparishchurch.org/
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Otley Parish Church 
Groups and Activities 

 
 
Beer Festival Allan Boddy 01943 466182 

Bell Ringers  Meg Morton  01943 461836 

Craftynuts Craft Group Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Flower Arranging Val Tait 01943 464032 

Knit and Natter Jo Briscoe 01943 466515 

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals  Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
      Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

Messy Church Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Music Groups 
Worship Singing Team &  
ACTIVATE Band     Rick Mayers 07539 118695 
     richardmayers87@gmail.com 

Church Band & 
Church Choir Pam Beck 01943 462283 

Newall Ladies Fellowship Val Tait 01943 464032 

Open House Church Office 01943 465927 

Scrapbooking Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Steel Magnolias Shirley Parker 01943 466956 

Sunday Club and 7up Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Sustainability Group Dave Cherry 01943 463896 

Uniformed Groups Bev and Mark Rothery 01943 467016 

Welcome & Hospitality Jackie Hird 01943 462858 

Youth Group Martyn Smith
  martyn.smith@caringforlife.co.uk 

 
 
 

mailto:martyn.smith@
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WHO ARE WE? 

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building 
in Otley – is at the heart of our town and, for 
over 1,000 years, people have been gathering 
here for worship and significant family and 
community events. “There is a place for 
everyone, with Christ at the centre of it all.” 

We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a 
journey of discovery, kindling hope as we go, 
helping one another to be more fully alive to 
the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d 
love you to share the journey with us.  

We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual 
commitment to Christ and in service to our 
local community. 

Join us in worshipping God together on 
Sundays and in daily life; be with us as we 
study and discern how to use the Bible in the 
21st century; learn with us what it is to be 
21st century disciples following Jesus and 
help us, with the other churches in the town, 
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond. 
 


