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Dear Friends, 

As we approach Christmas, many of us are beginning to think about wrapping 
and unwrapping presents. Children especially are looking forward to unwrapping 
presents and are making up their wish lists… 

In the biblical account of the first Christmas, we are told that the baby Jesus is 
to be found ‘wrapped in swaddling clothes’, and lying in a manger (Luke 2:7, 
12). 

The infant Jesus is wrapped up. Doubtless warm and snug despite the primitive 
surroundings. In his cloth wrapping he’s no different from any other well-cared-
for baby of his time. In that time and place, it was normal to wrap your baby in 
strips of cloth. What was NOT normal, of course, was to be laid in a feeding 
trough in a shelter for animals. 

Everything in scripture is food for thought, profitable for reflection, so let’s reflect 
on Jesus being wrapped up in cloths. 

For one, it’s a picture of scripture. The Bible is the wrapping in which Jesus is 
found. - the New Testament records the life of Jesus, and the Old Testament 
speaks of him and longs for him in so many different ways. The Old Testament 
is the foil or setting for the glorious jewel it highlights and points towards – 
Emmanuel, God with us. 

For two, Jesus comes to us wrapped in the clothes of his culture and his time. 
To understand him and hear him speak to us today, we need not only the Spirit 
of God to bring his Word to life, but some hard work and imagination to take into 
account the original setting in which he lived and taught. 

For three, Jesus is God’s secret, a mystery kept under wraps for centuries and 
only revealed through the coming of Jesus (e.g. Ephesians 1:9). 

For four, there is much yet to be unwrapped – for we still “eagerly wait for our 
Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed” (1 Corinthians 1:7). He will be revealed on 
“the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 8) – i.e. when Jesus returns to bring in the 
fullness of his kingdom.   

For five, there is a Jesus to be unwrapped in all our hearts. Each person is 
made in the image of God, and that tarnished image within us needs to be 
unwrapped and exposed to the light of Christ. We are to put off the old clothes 
of selfishness and falsehood, the old self, and clothe ourselves with Christ (Rom 

From Graham Buttanshaw:             Vicar of Otley Parish Church 
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13:14) and every quality of his humanity – compassion, kindness, humility and 
above all, love (Colossians 3:12-14). This is at the heart of the Advent journey. 

For six, Jesus was again bound in strips of cloth when he was buried. This 
ordinary, extraordinary child is born to die to reconcile us all to God and raise us 
with him to eternal life in the new creation. 

His burial cloths would have been like those of Lazarus whom he raised from 
the dead. On Jesus’ command, Lazarus came out of his tomb still wrapped in 
linen strips of cloth. Jesus told his friends to unbind him. 

So finally, for seven, with Jesus’ help (and at his command) we can unwrap one 
another from the deathly things which bind us, preventing us from being fully 
alive – especially the hurt and pain which festers within us, unresolved. Perhaps 
for most of us, this will be a gradual process of healing. And it will come from 
being loved and listened to and prayed with. All of us can do that. This too is at 
the heart of the Advent journey together. 

May God bless you richly in your ‘spiritual’ journey of unwrapping, and in every 
way as we celebrate Advent and Christmas together. 

With much love 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

GRAHAM BUTTANSHAW 
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When were you born and where 
did you grow up? I was born in 
1947 and grew up in Bradford.    
Do you have brothers and sisters? 
I have one sister, Margaret, who is a 
year and a half older than me.  
Where did you go to school? 
I went to Haworth Road Infants, 
Daisy Hill Juniors and then Bradford 
Grammar School. This was in the 
days when it was a direct grant 
school and a proportion of students 
including me went on scholarships. 
Did you go to College or 
University? If so, where? 
I went to Queen’s College, Oxford to 
do a degree in Modern History; also 
to Hull University to train to be a 
teacher. When I retired, I thought it 
would be nice to become a student 
again and did an MA in Regional 
History at Leeds University.  
What was your occupation and 
where did you work? 
I taught history for thirty-one years at 
Harrogate Grammar School which, 
despite its name, was a co-
educational comprehensive school. I 
didn’t intend to spend my whole 
career in one school but every time I 
decided I needed to move on I was 

with Allan Boddy 

HELLO ALLAN 
 

Some of us know you very well. 
Others may know you by sight 
but not really know much about 
you. We see you most Sundays 
in church when you’re often 
busy doing lots of things, but 
we’d love to know more about 
you. Will you answer a few 
questions that will help us to get 
to know you better? Thank you! 
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offered another job at HGS and 
ended up as Deputy Head. 
When and where did you meet 
Jean? 
When I was at Hull I made friends 
with a couple, Dave and Sue; Sue 
was a school friend of Jean. She 
made it her mission in life to bring 
Jean and me together - and it 
worked! We were married in 1975. 
How many children and 
grandchildren do you have? 
We have two children, Kate and 
Stephen, and four grandchildren – 
Rosie, Fin, Carys and Thomas. We 
are very blessed. 
Have you always lived in Otley? If 
not, where did you live previously 
and why did you choose to come 
to live here? 
Jean and I were both born and 
brought up in Bradford. After we 
were married, we lived in Leeds and 
then moved to Otley. On December 
17th this year we will have had our 
home in Otley for exactly forty years.  
We moved to Otley because we 
knew it to be a great place to live and 
bring up kids and because it was 
equidistant from my job in Harrogate, 
Jean’s job in Leeds and our parents 
in Bradford. 
When did you become a 
Christian?  
This is a long story. I grew up in a 
household which was not hostile to 
Christianity but which was not church 
going. When I was at school, I 
developed a strong interest in early 
modern history and the theological 
debates going on in that period. My 
interest though in theology didn’t 

lead to any kind of personal faith. 
When I met Jean I realised that her 
Christian faith was hugely important 
to her and I decided I wanted to 
share her church life even if I didn’t 
share her beliefs. I became that 
unusual being – a regular church 
goer who didn’t really have a 
personal faith. Things changed on 
13th March 1997. On that day the 
head teacher was away and I was in 
charge of the school when news 
came in that four of our sixth formers 
had been involved in a car accident 
when returning to school after the 
lunch break and that all four had 
died. While trying to deal with this 
tragedy I realised that two of the 
students had siblings in the school 
and that I would have to break the 
news of their sisters’ deaths to them. 
I simply didn’t know how I was going 
to do what I knew I had to do and for 
the first time in my life I really prayed. 
I believe my prayer was answered 
and I gained the strength to talk to 
and comfort the children until they 
could be taken home. It is strange 
that an event which was so dark for 
many and led some to doubt the 
existence of a loving God set me on 
a journey of discovery which 
continues to this day. 
Did you worship anywhere before 
coming to Otley Parish Church? 
How long have you been coming 
here? 
While we lived in Leeds we went to 
Alwoodley Methodist Church. We 
decided to try Otley Parish Church 
when we moved into the town and 
we never left – so forty years!  
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In what ways are you involved 
within Otley Parish Church? 
I think I would be best described now 
as an odd job man – opening up the 
church on Sunday mornings, singing, 
Sunday Club, Sunday coffee, PCC, 
heritage,  Beer Festival, Christmas 
Tree Festival… I suppose my biggest 
role linked to the church is being a 
Foundation Governor and Chair of 
Governors at All Saints School. It is 
lovely to be able to play a part in 
such a friendly and vibrant 
community.   
Do you have a favourite verse of 
Scripture? 
I like lots of different verses for lots of 
different reasons but the challenges 
in Matthew 25 and other justice 
scriptures have to be top of my list. 
Do you have a favourite Christian 
hymn or song? 
There are so many hymns and 
songs, ancient and modern, that I 
love to sing. I would probably go for 
the faster and more dramatic hymns 
and songs most of the time but one 
that never fails to move me is ‘Dear 
Lord and Father of Mankind’. 
Do you like classical music? Do 
you have a favourite piece? 
I like classical music but my favourite 
piece depends a bit on mood – Last 
Night of the Proms when I am full of 
the joys of spring and Faure’s 
Requiem when in more 
contemplative mood. 
What about modern songs or 
music – anything in particular? 
In 2016 the Victoria and Albert 
Museum had a fantastic exhibition 
entitled Records and Rebels 

covering the period 1966 to 1970.  
These were the years when I was at 
university and I was fully involved in 
the challenging thinking and events  
of those years. I love the music of  
that time but if I had to go for one  
song it would be Scott McKenzie’s 
San Francisco which reflects the 
gentler side of the period. This is 
about as modern as I get, I’m afraid. 
Can you play a musical 
instrument? 
Sadly, no.  
Do you have a favourite part of 
Yorkshire that you like to visit? 
I love it all but my favourite place is 
just a stone’s throw away – the top of 
the Chevin. 
Do you have a hobby or 
something you enjoy doing to 
relax? 
Walking and losing myself in the 17th 
century world. 
What would be your favourite 
meal – 2 or even 3 courses? 
Difficult to beat ham, egg and chips 
and a pint at Wetherspoons.  
If you were to spend a whole year 
on a desert island on your own, 
what luxury would you take with 
you?  
I would like to cheat and say my 
computer but I don’t suppose there 
would be wifi so I will settle for lots of 
pens and paper so I can write. If I am 
allowed a book as well it would be S. 
R. Gardiner’s books on the first half 
of the 17th century – nineteen 
volumes of pure pleasure. 
Which one word best describes 
your life right now? 
Full… or even better, fulfilled.
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I am picking up the story of “The Chestnuts” from when I arrived in 
Otley in 2015, some 15 years after the church purchased the 
property from the Biss family, as explained in Lynne Barber’s article 
last month. How that purchase came about and how the house was 
used in the intervening years will hopefully be filled in by someone 
else, in a future feature about “The Chestnuts”. 

Along with Kevin Keefe, who’d also recently moved to Otley, I’d offered to 
“help out in the office” in response to a request in the church notice sheet 
and we were both thrown in at the deep end, as the administrator at that 
time had started a new job and was keen to hand over the reins. A year 
later and I was apparently doing something right as I was offered the role 
of Church Administrator as a paid, part-time job, which I’ve been doing 

The Work of Our 
Church Administrator 

by Linda Sharp 
 

Part 2 
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now for three years. Kevin remains my “go to” person for any technical 
issues in the office and is a key member of the Communication Team, 
managing the church website and Facebook page and regularly manning 
the sound desk (as well as being a churchwarden). 

I see communication as a crucial part of my role and we are extremely 
fortunate to have a great team of volunteers who do a huge amount of 
work to ensure information is successfully passed to and fro, both within 
church and to the wider community. Stephen Hey and I work closely 
together and he is responsible for virtually every poster, leaflet and flyer 
you can see on the welcome desk or notice boards, not to mention 
producing the weekly notice sheet and putting this magazine together, 
month by month. Other members of the team include John Simkins, who 
manages our Twitter account and Ken Dale, who heads up the sound 
and technology sub-group.  

Most communications that come into the office are in the form of emails 
and these range from enquiries about baptisms and weddings, through 
pleas for help with family history (instantly passed to Lynne Barber), to 
requests to book the church, Parish Room or The Chestnuts itself for 
events or meetings. Managing events has become an increasingly large 
part of my job and one at which I do not excel, so if anyone reading this 
has any experience or interest in assisting with or taking over the role, I’d 
be delighted to hear from you. 

Administration is a pretty dull subject to read about and my hope is 
that most of the time, people are not even aware that it happens, as 
that means it’s working efficiently and effectively. I’m now only in the 
office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, as I started an additional 
job in September as part-time Chaplain at Adlington House in Otley 
and as both jobs necessitate flexibility, “normal office hours” actually 
means I do my best to be here at those times but can’t guarantee it. 
Equally, Sunday is not officially a working day for me, although 
inevitably it is a time many people catch me with information or 
queries. The Chestnuts is open and busy 5 days a week, as it is also 
the home of the Otley Christian Resources Centre, and the venue for 
our Craftynuts and Scrapbooking groups, as well as an evening 
housegroup. If you’ve never visited the Church Office, do pop in 
sometime and say hello (but be warned, you might end up folding, 
laminating, counting, filing, stapling...!). 
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It Shouldn’t 

Happen to 

a Vicar 

(but it did)! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lizzie to the Rescue!  

ANYONE STANDING ON THE LEEDS ROAD for any length of time in those 
days would probably see a figure coming towards them, bent over and carrying 2 
large shopping bags. That was Lizzie shopping for her housebound neighbours. 
Lizzie, a retired weaver, was a tough, no nonsense lady with a heart of the purest 
gold. Every Sunday after church she would tell me who was ill and needed either 
praying for or be receiving a visit. She would tell me my failings with equal 
regularity. I loved her to bits. 
 
“Ere vicar,” she said one Sunday in her piercing voice, “Yer need to go and see 
Mr Eastwood. He’s not good!” The next day I knocked on the door of his ‘Old 
Folks Bungalow’ and a shaky voice bid me to come in. There was Mr Eastwood 
sat in a dilapidated chair, lino on the floor, his table was a newspaper covered 
box; poverty written everywhere. He looked ghastly and it was obvious he was 
seriously ill. 
 
At that point Lizzie came to collect the dinner she had made for him but had been 
left untouched. I asked her if he had had the doctor for him. “No, he won’t have the 
doctor.” I called the doctor anyway and that afternoon he was admitted to hospital. 
The diagnosis quickly came; it was terminal cancer and he hadn’t long to live.  

Revd Stewart Hartley 

This is the fifth in a series of 

interesting articles by Stewart 

Hartley, now retired and a 

member of  

Otley Parish Church 
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I sat by his bedside and he asked me where he was going, and if heaven is real. 
I read the relevant scriptures and prayed with him. He smiled and sank into 
sleep. 
 
I visited him again next day and asked him if there was anyone I needed to 
contact, “No”, he said. But there was clearly something on his mind.  Eventually 
he told me what it was. He hadn’t made a will! My immediate thought was why 
bother? What is there for you to leave? If he wished, I said, I could get a solicitor 
out to him to draw up a Will. He agreed to let me. On my way home I called in at a 
local firm of solicitors and when I explained the urgency, they arranged to call on 
him the next day. The Will was duly signed and witnessed and Mr Eastwood died 
in peace soon after. 
 
The day of the funeral was a bright spring day. There was just Lizzie and me at 
the crematorium and we had to stop at the Co-op to buy a bunch of daffodils to 
put on his coffin. 
 
A few months later a very excited Lizzie appeared on the doorstep. “Ere vicar, 
‘ave yer seen the evening paper? “No,” I replied. “Mr Eastwood’s left the church 
£12,000!” The exact amount of our 2 big debts! Isn’t God good! 
 
BUT we were still in the school premises. Would we ever move back into the 
church? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copy Date 

February 2020  Magazine 

Sunday 19th January 

Email: stephenhey01@gmail.com 
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Leeds Mercury – Monday 18th March 1935 

FATAL COLLAPSE 
SUDDEN DEATH OF WELL-KNOWN OTLEY CHURCHMAN 

From Our Own Correspondent, Otley, Monday 18th 

The death occurred suddenly to-day of Mr. George Maston (56), 
Leeds Road, OTLEY, one of the best-known workers for Otley 
Parish Church. 

Mr. Maston, who was a bachelor, and lived by himself, attended a 
men’s rally at corporate Communion at 8 a.m., followed by 
breakfast and matins. He had intended having a mid-day meal at 
the home of his brother, Mr. Harry Maston, Jennetts Crescent, but 
on arrival complained of feeling unwell, and was advised to lie 
down. Half an hour later he said he felt better, and was putting on 
his coat to go home when he collapsed and died. 

Mr Maston had a lifelong association with Otley Parish Church. 
He rarely missed any of the Sunday services, and had filled the 
office of Sidesman and served on the Parochial Church Council. 
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OME WHILE AGO I was 
listening to a BBC Radio 4 
programme where an author 

was being questioned about where the 
ideas for his books come from. He said 
he thinks of himself as a compost heap! 

Over the years, from childhood to 
the present time, he has put into the 
compost all the things he has learned, 
heard or ever experienced. In his first 
book he used some of the treasures 
that had built up but didn’t use them 
all. He left some of them there so that 
over time the compost would become 
richer as more and more nutrients 
were added. He could then dip in and 
use it whenever he needed to. 

I think he probably hoped that as he 
wrote his books they would get better 
and better and richer and richer over 
the years, just like compost does. 

This got me thinking… aren’t we 
Christians just like compost heaps? 
During our lives, everything that we 
experience, all that we hear, read, 
understand and learn, adds to who we 
are. As God abides in us, and as 
worship, praise and prayer are part of 
our lives, we allow Him to transform us 
into the people he wants us to be. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If we just add weeds, brambles, old 
compost from potted plants to our 
compost heap it will quickly become 
dry and lacking in nutrients. So we 
need to add some good vegetation 
such as kitchen peelings, fruit waste, 
fallen leaves, grass cuttings, coffee 
grounds…; also water to keep it moist. 
Over time it will fully decompose into a 
rich organic state. 

Every now and then, compost 
needs a stir up. Get the fork in, give it 
a good turn. This will help to get some 
air and light into the mix which is very 
beneficial. 

We, as Christians, need to be 
stirred up sometimes because we 
need extra nourishment. Perhaps we 
can achieve this through an Advent or 
Lent study course with others, or 
through reading a well-chosen 
Christian book to encourage us, or 
using Bible reading notes as we spend 
time with God.  

Another thought is to attend Spring 
Harvest in Harrogate next Spring, or to 
join our church weekend away next 
September. We all need ongoing 
spiritual nourishment. Let’s make the 
most of what we can. 

S 
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NIGHT SHELTER in OTLEY 

2nd - 16th March 2020 

 

 

As earlier this year, Churches Together in Otley will be working with 
WYDAN to run a night shelter for up to 10 homeless male asylum 
seekers in a temporary hostel for two weeks here in Otley. 

Volunteers will be needed to help with this. Here are some of the 
volunteer roles that will be needed: 

❖ Preparing and cooking evening meals 
❖ Welcoming our guests and spending time chatting with them 

during an evening 
❖ An overnight sleep with the guests 
❖ Supervising breakfast for guests to make their own 
❖ Laundry 
❖ Providing showering in homes 
❖ Providing entertainment in the evening 

If you would like to volunteer, put the dates in your diary and consider 
how you could best offer your help. Please let David and Isabel Evans 
know that you are considering some help and email them at: 
ydanotley@gmail.com 

You will be contacted with further details in early January 2020. 

West Yorkshire Destitute Asylum Network 

mailto:ydanotley@gmail.com
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The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
Luke 18: 9-14 

Yes, God’s timing is perfect! 

The day before our last ‘Explore Together’ Sunday morning service we 
had quite an eventful time at the Otley Oxfam shop where we volunteer. 

We had a significant theft which left us all quite shocked. We looked over 
our CCTV footage and saw when and how the thief had successfully 
stolen the valuable items. As we listened to the ‘Pharisee and Tax 
collector’ story at Explore Together and read the study notes we realised 
how it is so easy to become like the Pharisee at times without realising it. 

Yes, the theft was very wrong and shocking, It was planned, calculated 
and obviously had been well researched beforehand. 

It was our reaction, after reflection at the service, that we found shocking 
and wrong too. The actions of the thief were sinful, yes, but our feelings 
of righteous outrage mirrored those of the Pharisee, showing a lack of 
humility. 

We do not know the backstory, the motivation of the person who stole 
from us that day – only God knows these things. 

So when the Pharisee said, ‘I thank God that I am not like other people – 
robbers, evil doers, adulterers,’ we prayed for more humble hearts, 
indeed hearts which echoed the tax collector’s plea, ‘God have mercy on 
me, a sinner’. 
 
Glynis and Barry Milner 
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ANY OF US have Brexit fatigue with the in-out-shake-it-all-
about debate having dominated the media coverage of our 
politics for the past four years. Meanwhile, the climate crisis has 

been creeping up on us. 
  
The science from the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change is 
clear; we have a ten-year window to reduce our carbon emissions 
dramatically or the world will heat to 2 degrees or more above pre-
industrial levels.  
 
We are already feeling what it is like to live in a hotter world and the 
human suffering involved is dire: more extreme weather events like the 
recent South Yorkshire floods and Amazonian forest fires; rising sea 
levels eating up land in lowland countries like Bangladesh; and loss of 
freshwater supplies in cities like Lima in Peru as glaciers disappear to 
name but a few.  
 
Plants and animal habits are also being disrupted and species that once 
glorified God are lost.  
 
The sacrifices and effort that each of us would need to make to change 
our behaviour, be it travel habits or our diet, pales into insignificance 
when we consider the changes that our young people will have to make 
in the future.  
 
The financial cost of acting now to change our infrastructure (so we are 
no longer dependent on fossil fuels) is a fraction of the cost of adapting to 
live with more challenging weather patterns.  

M 

 
by JEMIMA PARKER 

Environment Officer 
for the 

Diocese of Leeds 
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The good news is that this transition would also help us to have cleaner, 
heathier lifestyles. Responding to climate change is an opportunity to 
make our communities better places. 
  
Places where fuel poverty is reduced; new ‘green’ jobs created; homes 
are fully insulated; locally generated renewable energy is used to meet 
our energy needs; new homes are built to zero carbon standards to avoid 
needing future retro-fitting, and a viable public transport system is 
integrated with pedestrian networks and connected cycle routes to 
release some of us from the burden of private car ownership, and 
improve our air quality and health. 
  
Communities could have a greater sense of place, with residents’ ‘home 
zones’ free from traffic, where support is provided for our farming 
communities adapting to our changed seasons and extreme weather and 
where woodlands are created for carbon capture and wildlife, enabling us 
to reconnect better with nature.  
  
While some of these things can be influenced by local churches and 
councils, others will need national government action and the upcoming 
general election provides an opportunity for us all to influence our future. 
Whilst there are many issues that draw our attention at elections, carbon 
reduction strategies are essential as we enter the “make or break” 
decade for climate action.  
 
All the main political parties have put 
forward stronger carbon reduction 
policies than ever before, in response to 
the climate emergency and I would urge 
you to read these carefully and consider 
which are likely to take us forward 
sufficiently, over the five-year term of 
office, once elected. You can find an 
independent assessment of their policies 
at www.hftf.org.uk/ge2019-party-briefings  
 
This time we must focus on our national responsibility to decarbonise our 
economy. Waiting until a 2024 election will be too late. Consider 
prayerfully how to use your vote.  

http://www.hftf.org.uk/ge2019-party-briefings
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LUKE 2:10 
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people”. 

MATTHEW 1:21 
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. 

ISAIAH 9:6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given… and 
his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

LUKE 2:11 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 

LUKE 2:14 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among those with whom he is pleased!” 
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HAT CHRISTMAS EVE I had been tucked up in my parents’ bed. I woke 
in the dark and as I often still do I went over to the window to look out at 
the night sky. It was dark and still and starry. I sat on the wide windowsill 
and gazed out into the night. 

Suddenly, I heard singing… beautiful singing… drifting across the night sky. I 
listened in awe and wonder. That night I knew I had heard the angels sing and I 
felt a deep peace and joy. 

I must have been five years or younger because I remember moving from that 
house around that time. 

Years later, as a teenager, on the same long, wide road, I was on my way to 
attend church for the Midnight Service. In the silence of the night I heard the 
beautiful sound of carols in the night air and suddenly realised that the church I 
now attended played carols over a speaker before the midnight service. 

By then I had come to know the child born in a stable as my Lord and Saviour 
and I smiled and rejoiced that as a child He had spoken to me that night and 
given me such peace and joy in my early life. 

Some miracles may have explanations in the flesh but they can also touch the 
spirit in inexplicable ways. 

May your Christmas be a time when the Holy Spirit breaks through the traditions 
of the season and helps you enter the glory and wonder of that Holy Night. 
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HE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS is a very old carol dating back 
to the 1500s. It’s more than just a cute counting song. It has rich 

symbolism regarding Christian teachings. Sure, it sounds a bit odd. 
French hens? Geese-a-laying? What do geese, golden rings, and 
leaping lords have to do with the Bible or doctrine? Maybe not a whole 
lot, but the song was also used as a teaching tool, somewhat like a 
mnemonic device for remembering important aspects of doctrine.  

 

 

 

 

Here is what each of the twelve gifts stand for: 

1st Day:  My true love sent to me a PARTRIDGE in a pear tree 
symbolising God (true love) and Jesus Christ (the partridge)  

2nd Day:  Two TURTLE DOVES were the Old and New Testaments 

3rd Day:  Three FRENCH HENS represented the three gifts of faith, 
hope and love 

4th Day:  CALLING BIRDS were the four gospels 

5th Day: Five GOLDEN RINGS were the first five books of the Old 
Testament 

6th Day:  GEESE a-laying stands for the six days of creation 

7th Day:  SWANS a-swimming were the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 

8th Day:  MAIDS a-milking were the eight beatitudes 

9th Day:  LADIES dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit such 
as love, joy, peace, patience, and kindness 

10th Day:  LORDS a-leaping represent the Ten Commandments 

11th Day:  PIPERS piping were the 11 faithful disciples 

12th Day:  Twelve DRUMMERS drumming represented the points of 
belief in the Apostles’ Creed   

T 
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We think of him as safe beneath the steeple, 
Or cosy as a crib beside the font, 
But he is with a million displaced people 
On the long road of weariness and want. 
For even as we sing our final carol 
His family is up and on that road, 
Fleeing the wrath of someone else’s quarrel, 
Glancing behind and shouldering their load. 
Whilst Herod rages still from his dark tower 
Christ clings to Mary, fingers tightly curled, 
The lambs are slaughtered by the men of power, 
And death squads spread their curse across the world. 
But every Herod dies, and comes alone 
To stand before the Lamb upon the throne. 

Revd Malcolm Dr Guite is Chaplain at Girton College, Cambridge 
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DECEMBER 2019 
inside Otley Parish Church, Kirkgate 

Wednesday 11th    12pm to 6pm 

Thursday 12th    10am to 6pm 

Friday 13th     10am to 6pm 

Saturday 14th    10am to 6pm 

Musical performances and café throughout 

Admission free, but please bring some coins! 

Trees again generously donated by Stephen H Smith’s, Otley 
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SERVICES 
& EVENTS 

VICTORIAN FAYRE – Sunday 1st December 
Otley Parish Church Choir singing Christmas Songs and 
Carols at 3pm 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

Wednesday 11th – Saturday 14th December 

NATIVITY SERVICE 

Sunday 15th December 10am 

CHRISTMAS TREE CAROL SERVICE 

Sunday 15th December 4pm 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 

Sunday 22nd December 4pm 

CHRISTINGLE SERVICES  

Christmas Eve 24th December 12pm & 4pm 

CHRISTMAS EVE MIDNIGHT SERVICE 

24th December 11.30pm 

CHRISTMAS DAY MORNING WORSHIP 

25th December 10am 

All events are held in Otley Parish Church 
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Vicar 
Revd Graham Buttanshaw g.buttanshaw@gmail.com  01943 462240 

Associate Ministers 
Revd Roger Dedman roger.dedman@talktalk.net 01943 467540 
Revd Stewart Hartley sr.hartley47@gmail.com 01943 464106 
Revd John Parkin jamparkin@talktalk.net 01943 466895 

Readers 
Janet Buttanshaw buttanshawje@gmail.com 01943 462240 
Jackie Hird hirds@phonecoop.coop 01943 462858 

Churchwardens 
Kevin Keefe kevin@keefe.org.uk 01943 466177
   07722 999818 
Barry Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472  

Deputy Churchwarden 
Barbara Nicholls babs.nicholls@gmail.com 07747 848074 

PCC Secretary 
Rosemary Ellen rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 01943 467646 

PCC Treasurer 
Norman Barr otleybarrs@googlemail.com 01943 464382 

Baptism Co-ordinator 
Glynis Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472 

Safeguarding Officer  
Jenny Liston jenny@otleyparishchurch.org 07743 330264 

Church Magazine Editor  
Stephen Hey stephenhey01@gmail.com 01943 969624 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

Otley Parish Church 
Kirkgate ● Otley ● West Yorkshire 

Church Administrator:  Linda Sharp 

Church Office: “The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS 
Office Hours:  

Mon. 9am-12noon, 1pm-3.30pm; Wed. 9am-1pm; Fri. 9am-1pm 
Telephone: 01943 465927 

Email: info@otleyparishchurch.org 
Website: www.otleyparishchurch.org 

 
@otleyallsaints  @otleyparishchurch 

mailto:g.buttanshaw@gmail.com
mailto:jamparkin@talktalk.net
mailto:buttanshawje@gmail.com
mailto:hirds@phonecoop.coop
mailto:barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com
mailto:jenny@otleyparishchurch.org
mailto:stephenhey01@gmail.com
mailto:info@otleyparishchurch.org
http://www.otleyparishchurch.org/
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Otley Parish Church 

Groups and Activities 

 
 
Beer Festival Allan Boddy 01943 466182 

Bell Ringers  Meg Morton  01943 461836 

Craftynuts Craft Group Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Flower Arranging Val Tait 01943 464032 

Knit and Natter Jo Briscoe 01943 466515 

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals  Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
      Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

Messy Church Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Music Groups 
Worship Singing Team &  
ACTIVATE Band     Rick Mayers 07539 118695 
     richardmayers87@gmail.com 

Church Band & 
Church Choir Pam Beck 01943 462283 

Newall Ladies Fellowship Val Tait 01943 464032 

Open House Church Office 01943 465927 

Scrapbooking Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Steel Magnolias Shirley Parker 01943 466956 

Sunday Club and 7up Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Sustainability Group Dave Cherry 01943 463896 

Uniformed Groups Bev and Mark Rothery 01943 467016 

Welcome & Hospitality Jackie Hird 01943 462858 

Youth Group Martyn Smith 07703 662016 
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WHO ARE WE? 

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building 
in Otley – is at the heart of our town and, for 
over 1,000 years, people have been gathering 
here for worship and significant family and 
community events. “There is a place for 
everyone, with Christ at the centre of it all.” 

We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a 
journey of discovery, kindling hope as we go, 
helping one another to be more fully alive to 
the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d 
love you to share the journey with us.  

We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual 
commitment to Christ and in service to our 
local community. 

Join us in worshipping God together on 
Sundays and in daily life; be with us as we 
study and discern how to use the Bible in the 
21st century; learn with us what it is to be 
21st century disciples following Jesus and 
help us, with the other churches in the town, 
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond. 
 


