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Dear Friends, 
 
I went out shopping on Saturday 
morning. I had a simple task – to 
find and buy ‘Strawberry Laces’ 
(wait and see). 
 
Once inside each supermarket, I felt 
a surge of something like anxiety, as 
I wondered what else I should be 
buying – what bargains there were 
and what I would miss if I didn’t get 
them there and then.  
 
There were 2 for 1 offers. And 
sweets at reduced prices which I 
could buy and store away for our 
‘Birthday Box’ (which we bring out 
each Sunday to celebrate any 
birthdays in the congregation). 
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There was 25% off the 
herbal teas that Janet likes. 
The smell of freshly baked 
bread was enticing and I 
always like to see what’s 
on offer in the beer section. 
And it’s usually worth a 
look in the reduced-price 
food near its sell-by date. 
 
Asda offered a poor 
substitute called ‘Rainbow 
Laces’ which I bought just 
in case I couldn’t find the 
real thing. Four 
supermarkets and three 
sweet shops later, I was 
delighted, and relieved, to 
find Strawberry Laces very 
close to home in 
Sainsbury’s.  
 
They later made for a very 
popular activity at Messy 
Church with other fun (but 
only slightly less unhealthy) 
ingredients! 
 
Jesus said (well he might 
…) “The kingdom of God is 
like a man who goes 
shopping…! 

Only one thing is needed 
but many other things 
catch his eye … 
 
Sometimes he is contented 
with poor substitutes … 
 
He spends his money on 
things he doesn’t need … 
 
He thinks what his elderly 
neighbour might need 
before he goes … 
 
What link would you make 
between shopping and the 
kingdom of God? 
 
Some people have more 
money, and so more 
choice in what they buy, 
and shopping patterns 
painfully highlight 
inequality. People who can 
buy in bulk, when items are 
cheap, get the best 
bargains, but they are the 
ones needing the bargains 
least. 
 
We all must shop or get 
someone to do it for us. 
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What we buy, and how we shop, 
says a lot about us. Healthy eating, 
fair trading, avoiding waste, limiting 
plastic use – all these and more 
revolve around our shopping habits. 
And not just in shops but in 
everything we buy online (a choice 
in itself) and not just food, but 
holidays, cars, clothes, houses. And 
all of course have an effect on our 
planet, its limited resources and 
increasing temperature. 
 
To know that the kingdom of God 
has come in Jesus and is coming in 
Jesus and will come in Jesus, is all 
we need. Everything else is just 
window dressing. Let’s not get 
distracted by it! 
 
With much love, 
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When were you born and where did 

you grow up?  

I was born in Nottingham in 1941 

during World War II. I lived there 

with my mother, sister and 

grandparents for about the 

first twenty years of my life. 

 
Where did you go to 

school? 

I went to school in 

Nottingham. Firstly, to Jessie 

Boot Infants and then 

Sneinton Boulevard Secondary 

which, while I was there, changed its 

name and location and went 

upmarket a little to become 

Greenwood Secondary Modern. 

Although I finished up there as head 

boy when I left school, I had no 

formal qualifications. 

What was your occupation and 

where did you work?  

On leaving school I became a craft 

apprentice and subsequently a 

student apprentice at Nottingham 

Power Station which was then part of 

the Central Electricity Authority. While 

there I went on day release to college 

and after a few years gained two 

Higher National Certificates, one in 

Electrical Engineering and the other 

in Mechanical Engineering. I then 

Some of us know you very well, Mike. 

Others may know you by sight but not 

really know much about you. We see 

you most Sunday mornings chatting 

to people and understand that since 

arriving here at Otley Parish Church 

you’ve very quickly become involved 

in several areas of the church’s life. 

We’d love to know more about you. 

Will you answer a few questions that 

will help us to get to know you better? 

Thank you! 

 

Mike Jeaco 
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worked for the Central Electricity 

Generating Board and subsequently 

the National Grid Company in various 

capacities and locations. During this 

time, I obtained an Open University 

degree. Finally, I worked in the 

National Grid Control Centre in 

Wokingham, Berkshire until I retired.  

 

When did you become a Christian?  

I became a Christian in my late teens 

while worshipping at Parkdale 

Congregational church in Nottingham 

following an evangelistic invitation. 
 

When and where did you meet 

Janet?  

I met my wife Jan one snowy 

February day while on a walking 

holiday weekend with mutual friends. 

We met in the village of Hope in 

Derbyshire and have now been 

happily married for more than 50 

years. Jan had had become a 

Christian in Ewell, Surrey while in her 

teens.   

 

How many children and 

grandchildren do you have?  

We have three children now all grown 

up with families of their own and 

living all over the place. Debby, our 

eldest daughter, went to university in 

York to study Mathematics and now 

lives here in Guiseley with her 

husband and two daughters – not far 

around the corner from where Jan 

and I live. 

 Our second daughter Wendy went 

to Cambridge University where she 

studied Arabic and German. She now 

lives in Israel with her husband and 

four children – two boys and two 

girls.  

 Our son Steve studied English at 

York and now lives with his wife and 

two children, a girl and a boy, in 

China where he teaches Linguistics.    

 

Why did you choose to move north 

to live locally in Guiseley?  

We chose to live here in Yorkshire to 

be near our eldest daughter and her 

family.  

 

How long have you been coming to 

Otley Parish Church, and where did 

you worship previously?  

I have been attending worship at 

Otley Parish Church since Advent just 

over a year ago. Prior to leaving the 

Midlands we worshipped in 

Worcester at St Peter’s Baptist 

Church. When we first arrived here in 

Yorkshire, we worshipped at Guiseley 

Baptist Church, but I didn’t feel at 

home there. I feel much more at 

home here at Otley Parish Church.  

 

Do you have a favourite verse of 

Scripture?  

I have two favourite verses, one in 

the Old Testament and one in the 

New, “The Lord bless you and keep 

you…” (Numbers 6: 24-26) and “God 

so loved the world…” (John 3: 16).  

 

Do you have a favourite Christian 

hymn or song?  

I have two favourite worship songs, 
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“A debtor to mercy alone” and 

“Father God I Wonder”. 

 

Do you like classical music? Do you 

have a favourite piece?  

I prefer classical music to most other 

kinds. However, I do love the music 

of “The Phantom of the Opera” by 

Andrew Lloyd Webber. 

 

Can you play a musical instrument?  

No, I don't play a musical instrument 

but I do sing with the Otley 

Chippendale Singers, and for a short 

time I used to play the handbells. 

 

Do you have a favourite part of 

England that you like to visit?  

Having only been here for a relatively 

short time and Yorkshire being a 

large county I have not yet found a 

perfect spot but looking around Otley 

seems to be a pretty good place to 

start! 

 

Is there somewhere you would like 

to go on holiday where you’ve not 

been before, regardless of 

expense?  

A place I would like to visit is New 

Zealand, I hope it might be a lot like 

here even though, of course, it is a 

good bit newer. 

 

A book you enjoyed reading – 

Christian or general? Any special 

reason? 

In respect of books I like reading 

some classics and some science 

fiction. For example, “The Three 

Musketeers” and “I Robot”, so 

nothing too real. For me, books are 

much better at catching the 

imagination than other forms of data 

transfer. I also enjoy reading the 

Bible and trying to fully grasp the 

concepts laid out in the gospels. 

 

Do you have a hobby or something 

you enjoy doing to relax?  

My hobbies have changed over the 

years but gardening, DIY and seeking 

to learn something new have 

remained at the top, although now in 

the winter and when it rains writing 

computer games for the younger 

grandchildren plays a part. 

 

What would be your favourite meal?  

Jan has always kept me well fed over 

the years! However, Christmas fare is 

always been one of my favourites. 

 

If you were to spend a whole year on 

a desert island on your own what 

luxury would you take with you?  

On a desert island I would need more 

than just one luxury! My luxury items 

would be a pair of sunglasses and both 

a sun and a waterproof hat, as well as a 

magnifying glass and a couple of 

books, a Bible and a DIY book on how 

to cope on a desert island!! 

 

Which one word best describes your 

life right now?  

To describe myself in one word is 

very difficult, but joyful would do. 
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The Commando Raid 

WE WERE WORSHIPPING IN THE SCHOOL for six years BUT parish life 
did not stand still. Living as we did in the middle of a large Council Estate we 
were keen to have a Christian presence. About that time a small group of us 
were praying at our now regular Wednesday night Bible Study about how we 
could reach out to our community. Soon afterwards we were introduced to a 
lovely group of young evangelists. They had a small Worship Group and 
started to visit around the estate and get to know the youth. After a while 
they offered to borrow a large marquee so we could hold a ‘Tent Mission’. 

We knew it was right but were scared. How would people react? Would 
people come? But, in truth, gritting our teeth, we knew we had to have a go! 

As in many pre-war council estates there was a large green playing field right 
in the middle of the estate. The council gave us permission and we were Go! 

We leafleted the area, prayed and waited for the tent to arrive. At 10am on 
the day an old lorry piled high with canvas and towing a rickety caravan 
arrived at the chosen spot. “Why a caravan?” I asked. “You have the tent on 
condition you stay with it AT ALL TIMES!” So, we drew up a rota and Brian , 
the leader of the evangelists, and I agreed to stay in the caravan each night.  

As we erected the marquee a sizable crowd gathered to see what was going 

Revd Stewart Hartley 

It Shouldn’t 

Happen To 

A Vicar 

(But It Did)! 

This is the sixth in a series of 

interesting articles by  

Stewart Hartley,  

now retired and a member of  

Otley Parish Church 
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on. Around the edge was a small group of the local youths with their bikes. 
Muttering and giggling among themselves it looked ominous. What were they 
planning? Anxiety was piled onto anxiety. However hard prayer is during 
normal times it certainly isn’t when you are scared and feel out of your depth. 

The tent went up and borrowed chairs were moved in. The ‘band’ began to 
practice, sandwiches arrived and we ate and prayed. 

As the start time approached people began to trickle in and by 7pm the tent 
was half full of curious residents ready for a free night out. I welcomed every-
one and the band struck up with, I think, Amazing Grace.  

As Brian got into his impassioned talk, I noticed a billowing of the tent behind 
him. Rushing outside I saw to my horror several of the youths trying to ride 
their bikes over the tent. We managed to chase them off but by this time 
people were beginning to drift away; the moment seemed lost. We sang a 
couple more songs and I gave the blessing to the few that remained. 

All I wanted to do was to crawl into bed but of course I was on tent patrol. All 
seemed to calm down and having secured the tent we retired to the caravan 
and put the kettle on. Perhaps we were in for a calm night! 

Around 1am Brian decided to have a walk around to see if all was quiet. 
Almost immediately he was back and whispered, “Shush, come and see?”  
Approaching slowly across the playing field were dark moving shadows. 
Keeping very still we hid in the shadow of the tent. Slowly it became clear 
that five or six youths with knives between their teeth were slowly inching 
towards the tent ’Commando style’, their intent obvious to rip the tent to 
shreds! 

Without thinking I leapt from the shadows and shouted, “NO YOU DON’T . IN 
THE NAME OF JESUS, STOP!” Everyone froze. Then Brian said, “Put your 
knives away lads and come to the caravan for a brew!”  

Miraculously, that is just what they did. Talking to them over steaming cups 
we could see the utter hopelessness they felt; no education or job prospects. 
None of them felt they would live beyond thirty and that would be too long. 
The insight was devastating and over the next 10 or so years as I got to 
know these kids some found a future. Some of them though never made it 
however hard we tried to get them to see that if they trusted in Jesus to help 
them their lives could turn around. 

As for the tent, we took it down the next day and the lorry with tent and caravan 
towed it all away. We carried on in the open air as we had advertised and 
though we seemed to see little success, with hindsight the mission was a 
building block in the growth of the church. Our experience was that faithfulness 
in one area brings fruit in another. Several young couples came to faith around 
that time and are now in Christian leadership and ministry. 
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TLEY CHRISTIAN RESOURCES HUB moved into “The Chestnuts" in 
January 2006. At that time, we were known as “Otley Deanery Youth and 

Children’s Network”. We came into being as a deanery wide project with a brief 
to support churches in the Otley deanery with their youth and children’s work. 

In the beginning… there was one 
development worker, Judith Wigley, 
and the main project was Open the 
Book, a national storytelling 
programme in which local churches 
take Bible stories into schools. At the 
time of moving into the Chestnuts 
ODYAC had 4 parishes going into 
schools using 10 Open the Book story 

O 

The Work of  
Otley Christian Resources Hub 

by Mandy Thorlby, Hub Manager 
 

Part 3 
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boxes. Fast forward through 16 years and we now have 12 churches (including 
Otley Parish Church) going into 15 schools with 96 stories available! 

The picture below, taken in 2015 to celebrate 10 years of Open the Book, is a 
great illustration of how this part of our project has grown.  

Of course, Open the Book wasn’t the only work happening. In the early days of 
ODYAC a key part of the work was supporting churches with youth work. At that 
time few of our churches had paid youth workers and the network linked up 
youth groups from across our churches through residentials, trips to Greenbelt 
and other projects like mountain biking. The project has also, in part, been 
shaped by the many different staff and volunteers that have worked at The 
Chestnuts and been a part of the vision. Many of you will have worked 
alongside Judith and Anne as well as Robin, Craig, Jane or any of our amazing  
prop makers, volunteers and gap year students that have all made the project 
what it is.   

Today there are two paid workers and 
although our name has changed to OCRH our 
focus has not. We remain committed to 
supporting local churches with their work with 
children and young people, including families. 
Open the Book continues to thrive as does our 
home-grown storytelling project, “What’s the 
Story?” This helps schools explore Christmas 
and Easter in their local church. The story 
chains used for this project are our copyright 
and we recently produced a book to help new 
churches run it further afield.  

Today, the resources room in The Chestnuts looks very different from the empty 
space of 16 years ago. It is now full to the brim with Godly Play, story bags, 
story baskets, interactive prayer resources and a large store of books. In fact, it 
is so full that over the years we have expanded into the office space upstairs 
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and often borrow the large room downstairs for the other key part of our work – 
training and development. We have learned overtime that local churches really 
benefit from training and encouragement, so a significant part of our work is 
offering training and support opportunities.  

 

 

 

 

 
The Chestnuts has been an integral part of our project since the very beginning; 
it’s within easy reach of our member churches, is a warm and welcoming space 
for meetings and we are very grateful to be using it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mandy Thorlby 
Hub Manager 

Katie Fabri 
Support Assistant 
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In March last year, Otley hosted its first ever night shelter over 
a 2-week period for 10 male destitute asylum seekers who were 
waiting for their asylum claims to be heard.  

The Shelter was set up by representatives from Otley Churches and the Otley 
Welcomes group alongside a WYDAN co-coordinator (West Yorkshire Destitute 
Asylum Network). Night shelters have been set up by WYDAN for the past 4 

winters in volunteer churches throughout the Leeds area.  

Volunteers needed 2nd – 16th March 2020 

We are planning to hold our second night shelter in Otley during the first two 
weeks of March this year. For all those interested in helping with the shelter 
there will be an initial meeting on:  

Volunteer Training Meeting, Monday 3rd February 7.30pm at Otley 
Parish Church 

At this meeting Gillian Tober from WYDAN will provide us with guidance in 
our role as a volunteer. This will include practical advice about how we can 
relate to our guests. 

 WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO::  

 ⚫ Welcome our guests and socialise with themI  

 ⚫ Cook an evening mealI 

 ⚫ Provide some entertainment / musicI 

 ⚫ Sleep overnight in the shelterI 

 ⚫ Supervise breakfastI 

 ⚫ Wash laundryI 

 ⚫ Provide showering in their own homesI 

We’re hoping for lots of great volunteers just like last year! 
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CONGRATULATIONS to mum Suzie and dad James on the birth 

of George David Yates, born on 3rd January 2020 weighing 7lbs 

14oz. George is here with his sister, Alice, aged 2 years 4 months. 

She is very much enjoying showing off her new baby brother! 

Suzie is an Otley Parish Church bellringer. 
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Three of our church 

members on duty at the 

2019 Otley Beer Festival:  

Allan Boddy, Jeff Utley 

and Karen Weir. Each is 

on the Beer Festival 

committee. Not shown 

here but also on the 

committee and from our 

church are Norman Barr 

and Graham Buttanshaw. 

Another committee 

member and a regular at 

our Wednesday Church 

Tea is Paul Briscoe (Jo 

Briscoe’s husband). 

At the beginning of 

January 2020, Martin 

Hird changed jobs to 

work back in the 

National Health 

Service as a Mental 

Health Nurse. He will 

be working with a 

crisis team based in 

Chapeltown, Leeds. 

He will be working 

shifts, as this service 

runs round the clock 

and across the 

calendar. 
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After working for the charity 

Caring For Life for the past 

twenty years (on their Design 

and Media Project team), 

Martyn Smith decided to look 

into pursuing freelance work. 

He does a range of disciplines 

– film, photography, digital art 

and traditional art techniques 

– but is currently focusing on 

building up his name and 

getting started as a sole 

trader.  

 He does commissions and 

has done a wide range of work 

for people using different 

techniques in the art of 

traditional printmaking, as well 

as other media. If you like his 

work, or are interested in what 

he does, please get in touch 

with him! 
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Beginning to pray again 

An article by the Revd Peter Mullins – current Rector of St Michael’s 

Church Haworth – written in 1987 when a curate at Caversham near 

Reading and reproduced thirty years later  

for St Michael’s, Haworth 
 
There must be few serious lay Christians who have not made an attempt at 
forming a place for prayer within their lives, but fewer still who have succeeded.  
We try, we wonder if anything is happening, we become discouraged, life takes 
over and we forget about it. All Christians would agree that it is a good thing to 
pray, and yet there seem so few lay people who have found out how and when 
and where to do so. To pray – in the sense of stopping doing everything else in 
order to try to pray – seems, for a lay person, faintly eccentric. In those odd 
moments when we have furtively had a little go at it we have felt dry and 
useless, so we often opt for being normal and putting the milk bottles out 
instead. [From Motherhood and God by Margaret Hebblethwaite - 1984] 
 
When I read those words – by a well-known Roman Catholic journalist and 
mother – I began to wonder. The thing about praying is that we do it before we 
realise it. And it doesn’t matter one milk bottle top whether we feel damp or dry, 
boring or eccentric: God does not award marks for prayer. (Ah yes, Sheila – 
nice bit of concentrated prayer this morning, must make sure she feels my 
presence today, but Jeremy – I’m afraid that request last night was a bit 
unorthodox...) 
 
Think about setting out on a bike ride. If you are anything like me you get to the 
end of the road and begin to worry. What happens if I lose my way? Do I have a 
map with me? Could I read it properly if I did? What happens if it rains? Do I 
have my waterproofs with me? What happens if I get a puncture? Do I have a 
repair kit with me? Would I have the first idea what to do with it if I had? What 
happens if I lose my way, it begins to rain and I have a puncture? Before too 
long, I turn around, go home and put my bike away and pretend I had never 
been so silly. 
 
What I don’t do is this. I don’t think how extraordinary it is that I can balance on 
this machine at all. In fact ever since I first discovered that I could do it (my 
father said he was holding on the back at the time, but he wasn’t) I have never 
thought about it.    
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So, what about those furtive 
attempts at prayer?  When we 
get to the end of the road, what 
do we think? What happens if I 
don’t do it right? What happens 
if I feel dry (or was it wet)? What 
happens if I find my mind has 
wandered? What happens if I 
ask for the wrong thing? Before 
too long we have turned around 
and, well, put out the milk bottles 
instead. 
 
What we don’t do is this. We 
don’t think how extraordinary it is 
that God is near to us. Here I 
am, one of the less spectacular 
features of his creation, and 
there he is, the Maker, Saviour 
and Sustainer of the lot, and he 
will listen to me. In fact ever 
since I discovered I could do it 
(my parents again, a quick 

petition, the Lord’s Prayer and then a rush to see if I could beat my brothers into 
bed – marks deducted for moving before the last Amen) I have never thought 
about it. 
    
Here is a simple suggestion. Find somewhere safe (it’s an eccentric habit 
remember) and do nothing for a moment. Relax. Breathe. If you must say 
something say, ‘I’m here and you are here’. Then, as they come to mind, say 
thank you, sorry or please. Or just feel thankful, sorry or wanting. To be with 
God wondering, that is adoration. To be with God gratefully, that is thanksgiving.  
To be with God ashamed, that is contrition. To be with God with people and 
things we care about in our hearts, that is intercession. (Or so Archbishop 
Ramsey said.) 
 
Just two things. Don’t give yourselves marks on how well you are doing. And it 
probably helps to put out the milk bottles first! 
 
During a visit to Haworth on New Year's Day, Anne, my wife, picked up 
this article in St Michael's Church. It seemed a fitting way to encourage 
prayer in our New Year ahead. Some of us may remember putting out the 
milk bottles - John Simkins 
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Yorkshire Evening Post – Friday 20 August 1943 

CHURCH BOXES RIFLED 
Otley Charge Against an R.A.F Man 

Several church offertory boxes have recently been rifled in 

Wharfedale. At Otley Parish Church boxes for various objects have all 

been prised open and the contents taken. The amounts involved are not 

thought to be large as the boxes were cleared a day or two before. A box 

in Otley Congregational Church also was rifled.  

 At Menston Parish Church the intruder found the keys of the 

safe, and later about £6 was missed. A waifs and strays collection box 

was broken open, but other cash was overlooked. 

 At Otley today an R.A.F. man, William A. Thomas (19), aircraft 

hand, was charged with breaking open the boxes in Otley Parish Church 

and stealing 9s. 

 Superintendent Redfern said he did not propose to call evidence. 

The man was awaiting trial by court-martial by the R.A.F. for another 

offence, and the superintendent asked that he should be handed to a 

military escort. This was granted.  
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The 19th Otley Parish Church Beer Festival held at Otley 
Rugby Club in November 2019 was once again a great 
success.  

This event has become 
a feature of the town's 
community events’ 
calendar. The organising 
committee hosted a 
Presentation Evening 
last month at which 
Chairman Jeff Utley 
MBE was pleased to 
hand over cheques 
totalling £7,000 to this 
year's four beneficiaries 
– Martin House Hospice 
which provides care for 

children and young people in the area; The Motor Neurone Disease 
Association which promotes care and support for people affected by 
MND as well as supporting research; Otley Parish Church Scouts and 
Guides for roof and building repairs at their headquarters on Burras 
Lane; and of course, Otley Parish Church. These donations now bring 
the total given by Otley Beer Festival to local charities, or those with a 
local connection, to just over £105,600 since its launch in 2000. 

Norman Barr, treasurer of Otley Parish Church, thanked the Beer Festival 
Committee for all the hard work involved in planning and running the  
festival. He also indicated that the church would plan to use this gift of 
£3,500 towards the project that is hoped to be finalised later this year  

Jeff Utley, Chairman of the Otley Beer Festival 
and a member of Otley Parish Church 

Otley Beer Festival 
donations pass  
the £100,000 mark 
for charities 
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relating to the display of some of the larger pieces of the Anglian Crosses 
in lit glass cases as well as other fragments fixed to the wall. The total 
cost for this will be between £7,500 and £10,000. 
 
It may be that the gift from the Beer Festival Committee could be be a 
platform to encourage other local groups to help with this project which is 
seeking to preserve and display important historical artefacts going back 
centuries before even the church was built but telling the story of the 
early presence of Christians in our community. 

The Committee wish to thank all those who helped, either at the 
Beer Festival itself, or by sponsoring or even just by attending the 
event and having a good time! 

Photo of the Otley Beer Festival Presentation Evening where the proceeds 
were shared out to representatives of The Motor Neurone Disease 
Association; Martin House Children’s Hospice; Otley Parish Church 
Scouts & Guides; and Otley Parish Church 
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The Secretary’s Report 
by Anne Balchin 

“A MOMENTOUS YEAR” 

2019 was a momentous year for the Newall Ladies Fellowship. In the light of the 
planned closure and sale of the Fellowship’s old home in Newall Church Hall, it 
was decided to re-locate, initially on an experimental basis only, to the Parish 
Room inside Otley Parish Church. It was a difficult decision for many long-
standing members to accept, but the teething troubles were quickly resolved 
and after only a few months we have seen the Fellowship grow and flourish in 
its new home.  
 
It was perhaps appropriate that the speakers at the last two meetings in Newall 
Church Hall were old and new members of the clergy. The Rev. Roger Dedman 
gave us a cornucopia of interesting facts about the history of postboxes in 
February and in March the Rev Jimmy Lawrence spoke about his life as a 
curate here in Otley, which was coming to an end even as our links with the Hall 
were ending. April, May and June saw our first meetings based in the Parish 
Room, but with a series of familiar faces. David Alred came to see us again in 
April, with some of his superb photographs of God’s Own County of Yorkshire. 
We used the church itself in May when the lovely singing group Together in 
Harmony entertained us with a varied programme of music and verse. And in 
June we heard more fascinating reminiscences from Veronica Bird arising from 
her charity work as well as her time in the prison service. 
 
There were more reminiscences when we re-convened in September, this time 
from Colin Alderson, who had been a chef at Buckingham Palace and gave us 
some mouth-watering recipes as well as some interesting glimpses into the life 
of the Royal Household. We then had more music in October from the 
glamorous Emma, with a wide-ranging repertoire of popular songs, old and new, 
many from the musicals and shows. The following meeting fell on the 11th 
November and, as was most fitting, saw a complete change of mood as we 
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were told about the heroism of Margaret Thompson’s father in the Second 
World War and the amazing sequence of coincidences by which the family 
learned the details of his story. December too was a more thoughtful month, 
with our Advent reflections led by the Revd Stuart Hartley. 
 

A mix of old and new has also 
characterised our social events. 
We continued the traditions of a 
fish and chip lunch at the 
Wetherby Whaler in April and a 
summer luncheon at Hawthorne 
Farm in July but as we moved into 
2020 we celebrated Christmas 
and the New Year with a 
wonderful luncheon in the Parish 
Room produced by Nicky Waite 
and her helpers rather than eating 
out as we have done in previous 
years. It also resurrected a very 
much older tradition as our more 
senior members doubtless recall 
the luncheons prepared and eaten 
at Newall Church Hall. I hope that 
the success of the occasion will 
have removed any lingering 
doubts about the Parish Room as 
our new home and that the 
Fellowship will continue to flourish 
there in 2020. 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Newall Ladies Fellowship gather for 
a wonderful lunch in the Parish Room to 
celebrate Christmas and New Year 

NEWALL LADIES FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME 

for the next 3 months 

Monday 10th February 2pm 
Speaker: Sue Wood 

“Park Life in Harrogate” 

Monday 9th March 2pm 
Speaker: Stephanie Ferguson 

“Life Behind the Headlines” 

Monday 6th April 2pm 
Speaker: Veronica Bird 
“Notorious Criminals” 
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Forgotten to bring some cash for the collection? 

We now do contactless 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In late 2018 we purchased a card reader that allows the church to 
receive card and contactless payments (including from mobile 
devices).  

Why did we do this? 
The debit card is now the most used method for making payments 
in the UK and the use of cash is falling rapidly. Therefore, we as a 
church need to be able to allow people to donate via methods that 
they commonly use.  

How will it be used? 
The intention is for the device to be available whenever the church 
is open, so that it can be used by regulars and visitors alike. 
However, on a Sunday morning there will be someone at the back 
of church to assist if required. It will also be available for events 
during the week and within the church office. If you have any 
questions, please speak to Geoff Park or email him at 
geoff.park@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:eoff.park@hotmail.co.uk
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Sunday 15th December at 10am was our Nativity Service. 
Members of the congregation had been asked to come dressed 
as a character or object from the Christmas story. Here are just a 
few who did dress up and take part in the service 

The following few pages look back at some of the 
events held over the Christmas period last year 
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Opening Ceremony with (left to right) Festival Organiser Tim 
Wilkinson, Otley Bellman Terry Ford, Town Mayor Councillor 
Peter Jackson, Festival Organiser Helen Wilkinson 
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Thank you to John Simkins for 
these Christmas Tree Festival 
photographs 
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A very large 
crowd at one of 
the two 
Christingle 
Services held on 
Christmas Eve. At 
the 12 noon 
service there were 
130 children and 
250 adults. At 4pm 
210 children and 
500 adults. Photo 
by Emily Garner  

The Christmas Tree Festival raised £673.42 through the serving 
of refreshments – coffee and mince pies. This sum was shared 
between the two charities that Otley Parish Church supports,  
Caring for Life and Kisiizi Hospital in Uganda. Additionally, there 
was a retiring collection at the Christmas Tree Festival service 
and another at the Yan Tan Tether Concert which raised a total 
of £165.10. This amount was shared between the Otley Mayor’s 
Charities – Otley Leg Club, Otley branch of Royal British Legion 
and Otley’s family of Primary Schools 
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Vicar 
Revd Graham Buttanshaw g.buttanshaw@gmail.com  01943 462240 

Associate Ministers 
Revd Roger Dedman roger.dedman@talktalk.net 01943 467540 
Revd Stewart Hartley sr.hartley47@gmail.com 01943 464106 
Revd John Parkin jamparkin@talktalk.net 01943 466895 

Readers 
Janet Buttanshaw buttanshawje@gmail.com 01943 462240 
Jackie Hird hirds@phonecoop.coop 01943 462858 

Churchwardens 
Kevin Keefe kevin@keefe.org.uk 01943 466177
   07722 999818 
Barry Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472  

Deputy Churchwarden 
Barbara Nicholls babs.nicholls@gmail.com 07747 848074 

PCC Secretary 
Rosemary Ellen rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 01943 467646 

PCC Treasurer 
Norman Barr otleybarrs@googlemail.com 01943 464382 

Baptism Co-ordinator 
Glynis Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472 

Safeguarding Officer  
Jenny Liston jenny@otleyparishchurch.org 07743 330264 

Church Magazine Editor  
Stephen Hey stephenhey01@gmail.com 01943 969624 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Otley Parish Church 
Kirkgate ● Otley ● West Yorkshire 

Church Administrator:  Linda Sharp 

Church Office: “The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS 

Office Hours:  
Mon. 9am-12 noon & 1pm-4.30pm; Wed. 9am-1pm; Fri. 9am-1pm 

Telephone: 01943 465927 
Email: info@otleyparishchurch.org 

Website: www.otleyparishchurch.org 

 

mailto:g.buttanshaw@gmail.com
mailto:jamparkin@talktalk.net
mailto:buttanshawje@gmail.com
mailto:hirds@phonecoop.coop
mailto:barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com
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Groups and Activities 

 
 
Beer Festival Allan Boddy 01943 466182 

Bell Ringers  Meg Morton  01943 461836 

Craftynuts Craft Group Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Flower Arranging Val Tait 01943 464032 

Knit and Natter Jo Briscoe 01943 466515 

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals  Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
      Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

Messy Church Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Music Groups 
Worship Singing Team &  
ACTIVATE Band     Rick Mayers 07539 118695 
     richardmayers87@gmail.com 

Church Band & 
Church Choir Pam Beck 01943 462283 

Newall Ladies Fellowship Val Tait 01943 464032 

Open House Church Office 01943 465927 

Scrapbooking Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Steel Magnolias Shirley Parker 01943 466956 

Sunday Club and 7up Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Sustainability Group Dave Cherry 01943 463896 

Uniformed Groups Bev and Mark Rothery 01943 467016 

Welcome & Hospitality Jackie Hird 01943 462858 

Youth Group Martyn Smith 07703 662016 
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WHO ARE WE? 

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building 
in Otley – is at the heart of our town and, for 
over 1,000 years, people have been gathering 
here for worship and significant family and 
community events. “There is a place for 
everyone, with Christ at the centre of it all.” 

We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a 
journey of discovery, kindling hope as we go, 
helping one another to be more fully alive to 
the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d 
love you to share the journey with us.  

We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual 
commitment to Christ and in service to our 
local community. 

Join us in worshipping God together on 
Sundays and in daily life; be with us as we 
study and discern how to use the Bible in the 
21st century; learn with us what it is to be 
21st century disciples following Jesus and 
help us, with the other churches in the town, 
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond. 
 


