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Graham Buttanshaw
Vicar

Dear Friends,
I’ve often thought that God’s kingdom
is like an orchestra. So many different
instruments, so many people using
their gifts under the direction of the
conductor. Different instruments
playing at different times. Sometimes
the full orchestra all playing,
sometimes a lonely flute holds us rapt
with a haunting melody.
All contribute to the symphony
according to the composer’s will. All
are vital. Each part making little sense
on its own but all finding their purpose
when they come together in the great
symphony of life.
Last week, Janet and I went to
London to hear our son Mark sing in
Mahler’s 2nd Symphony – known as
the Resurrection Symphony. We had
good intentions of listening to the
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music beforehand, but never
got round to it! So all we
knew that it lasted about 90
minutes, and the theme was
resurrection.
We got to the Royal
Festival Hall in good time
and eventually the
Philharmonia Orchestra took
their places followed by the
choir, the Philharmonia
Chorus. I love the buzz and
the sense of expectation as
the orchestra tune up and
you wait for the first violinist
and the conductor to make
their dramatic entries.
The first movement
begins and it’s all orchestra
– no choir. Then the two
soloists come on stage and
we think the singing will
begin. But no. The second
and third movements are all
orchestra too. We begin to
wonder if the choir will sing
at all. Not until the fourth
movement does a soloist
sing. But still no choir!
We have to wait until
halfway through the fifth and
final movement before the
choir join in – and by then
there’s only fifteen minutes
left! The choir start to sing
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almost imperceptibly,
though before long the hall
will ring with triumphant
melody and the orchestra
booming in the final climax.
The words sung are very
powerful:
O Death, you conqueror of
all things,
Now you are conquered.
I shall mount to the light
which no sight has
penetrated.
I shall die, so as to live!
The final move-ment,
and the choir singing, was a
long time coming but well
worth waiting for!! What
struck me, even during the
waiting, was how
appropriate that was.
Waiting for resurrection. In
this symphony, Mahler
engages with life in all its
pain and suffering and with
death in particular. And,
finally, resurrection.
We are at the
beginning of Lent. During
the journey of Lent, we are
preparing to face, and
ultimately celebrate, death
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and resurrection. On the
journey, we are invited to
face, with God’s help, the
darkness in ourselves, and
the darkness in the world.
And there is so much
waiting! But, like Janet and
I waiting for the choir to
sing, it is an expectant
waiting. The darkness will
be defeated. Jesus will die,
but in order to conquer
death. Jesus will die in
order that we may live.
Meanwhile, may we
all find assurance that we
have a place in the
orchestra, and be ready to
use our gifts under the
direction of the conductor.
With much love,

The concert referred to in
Graham’s letter was
recorded for BBC Radio 3
and will be broadcast on
Monday 9th March at
7.30pm.
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When were you born and where
did you grow up?
I was born in 1977 in
Derbyshire. I lived in
Swanwick (where the
Church Weekend
Away2020 will be) until I
was 7 years old. Then,
as a family, we moved to
Boston in Lincolnshire.

Sarah Cooper

Some of us know you very well,
Sarah. Others may know you by sight
but not really know much about you.
We often see you in church on
Sunday mornings although you often
seem to spend more time in the
Parish Room! We’d love to know
more about you. Will you answer a
few questions that will help us to get
to know you better? Thank you!
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Where did you go to
school?
My first school was in Swanwick;
then to the village primary school
in Kirton, just outside Boston.
After passing my 11+ I went to
Boston High School – the local
girls’ grammar.
Which college or university did
you go to?
I started at Leeds University in
1995 where I did my first degree
in pharmacology. I loved it so
much that I stayed for a total of 8
years and did a medical degree
as well.
When and where did you meet
your husband Andy? What work
does he do?
Otley Parish Church

Andy and I met in the registration
queue on my first day at Leeds
Uni. We were friends for ages
and then fell in love. He also
studied pharmacology before
starting work in the life sciences
software industry.
How many children do you
have?
We have 2 boys – Ted is 11 and
Charlie is 8.
Do you have any brothers and
sisters?
I have 3 sisters – Katy (my twin),
Ruth and Jenny. My older
brother, Matthew, sadly died of
lymphoma when he was 6 years
old (Katy and I were then 5)
When did you become a
Christian?
My Mum and Dad are Christians
and I have very early memories
of our Baptist Church in
Swanwick. I have always been
taught about Jesus’ love for me
and gradually developed my own
faith and understanding. Through
the worst times when Matthew
was ill and then after he died, my
Mum and Dad relied on their faith
and the support of their church.
They taught Katy and I how to
look for God’s love in all
situations.
In what way are you involved at
Otley Parish Church
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I help to teach the little ones on
Sunday mornings at Sunday
Club. I also enjoy working with
other Sunday Club leaders. I find
the children endlessly
entertaining and inspiring. I think
(hope) we have lots of fun and
also hope we manage to get rid
of most of the mess we make
each week!
What is your main occupation
and where do you work?
I am an anaesthetist at Bradford
Royal Infirmary. I look after
patients having babies on the
labour ward as well as patients of
all ages having surgery. I am also
one of the intensive care
consultants – so a very varied
job!
Do you have a favourite verse
of Scripture?
Whenever I feel overwhelmed by
life/work/stressful situations, I am
reminded of advice given to me
by my old maths teacher (and
Christian Union leader) that I may
vey well be struggling because I
am trying to do things by myself
when there is no need… in these
situations I am comforted by the
words in Matthew 28 verse 20,
’And teach them to obey
everything I have commanded
you. And I will be with you
always, to the end of the age.’
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Do you have a favourite
Christian hymn or song?
My absolute favourite hymn is
‘How Great Thou Art’. I always
remember my Grandad singing
this to himself when he was
happy. It must have been his
favourite too. We sang it at his
funeral and then at our wedding.
It makes me feel uplifted, happy
and sad.
Do you like classical music?
Do you have a favourite piece?
Yes, very much. I am an
enthusiastic but pretty awful
pianist; I used to play the
clarinet. It is tough to pick a
favourite piece. I love
Beethoven’s “Egmont Overture”
and Leonard Bernstein’s
“Candide” overture.

you’ve not been before,
regardless of expense?
I would love to go to Costa Rica.
A book you especially enjoyed
reading – Christian or general?
Any special reason?
I usually have 2 or 3 novels on
the go – I need a good story to
read before I go to sleep as a
way of escaping from work after a
stressful day. I really loved
reading “Uprooted” by Naomi
Novik. It is pure fantasy
Do you have a hobby or
something you enjoy doing to
relax?
I relax by playing with our boys,
playing the piano – badly! – doing
a bit of running and dabbling with
a bit of watercolour painting.

What about modern songs or
music – anything in particular?
At the moment I can’t stop
listening to Jennifer Hudson
singing “Golden Slumbers” – that
woman is amazing!

What would be your favourite
meal?
Easy – steak and chips,
profiteroles with chocolate sauce
and plenty of red wine.
Unashamedly 1980s!

Do you have a favourite part of
England that you like to visit?
Another very difficult question to
answer. We all love going to
Brimham Rocks – especially our
2 dogs!

If you were to spend a whole
year on a desert island on your
own what luxury would you
take with you?
All the Harry Potter books.

Is there somewhere you would
like to go on holiday where
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Which one word best describes
your life right now?
Rich – fulfilled.
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It Shouldn’t
Happen To
A Vicar
(But It Did)!

Revd Stewart Hartley

This is the seventh in a series
of interesting articles by
Stewart Hartley,
now retired and a member of
Otley Parish Church

Evil Can Only Flourish
AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH, away from the main road, the ground
rose steeply to a row of dilapidated terraced houses just beyond the
boundary wall. Between those and the railway line was a run-down
detached house with what looked like a stable yard to the side. Suddenly
the house was transformed; new windows with expensive looking
curtains and ornaments in them. Smart cars appeared in the renovated
stable yard! Wow, who had moved in? Before I could knock on the door
and introduce myself it all became clear. A few days after noticing the
transformation there was a knock on my door and I opened it to a smartly
dressed stranger who introduced himself. “My name is Inspector Xxxxx
from the regional drug squad. May I come in?”
“You may have noticed,” he said, “the house behind your church? Well, a
notorious drug baron has moved in and we would like, with your
permission, to set up a surveillance post on the top of your church tower.”
There could be some danger to you and your family,” he continued, “but
we think it’s only slight.”
Otley Parish Church
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My immediate reaction was to say “no, no”! A quote suddenly came into
my mind, I believe by divine prompting, ‘Evil can only flourish when good
people do nothing.’ I took a deep breath and said, “YES”! “Good,” he
said, “I hoped you would agree, but no one must know we are there and
the local police will not be informed, just in case…!” He left the sentence
hanging in the air.
A 2-man observation team was set up with around the clock surveillance.
Life settled down and I’d almost forgotten they were there until around
2am one dark night when my bedside phone rang. “Local police station
here. We have just received an anonymous call that someone is trying to
break into your church. Meet the patrol team with the key as quickly as
you can.” I rushed over, heart pounding, and saw a very young ‘Bobby’
standing by the door. We quietly entered and as we did a figure moved
towards us across the dark, silent building. The Bobby and I froze!
Suddenly, a commanding voice boomed out. “Drug Squad surveillance
team, relax! We made the phone call but the intruder gave up and went
away.” He showed his warrant card and we relaxed. I apologised to the
Bobby and explained I was sworn to secrecy. I returned cold and
shivering to bed.
A few weeks went by and all seemed calm, then I got a call, “Inspector
Xxxxx here. It’s all sorted, thanks for your help, goodbye.” It was as if the
team had never been there at all. I never knew the outcome; the only
evidence I had was to see the house empty and falling again into rack
and ruin.

Copy Date
April Magazine

Sunday 15 March
Email: stephenhey01@gmail.com
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BAPTISM OF CONNIE PENELOPE NOELLE PETTINGER on
Sunday 2nd February 2020. (Adults left to right) Jen Brownless
(Godmother), Tom and Katherine Pettinger (parents), Gill Park
(Godmother), Lucy Jones (Godmother). (Children left to right)
Charlotte (Jen’s daughter), Connie (4 months), Phoebe (Connie’s
sister)
Otley Parish Church
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BAPTISM OF ELSPETH ROSANN BEAUMONT on Sunday 2nd
February 2020. (Left to right) Graham Buttanshaw (Vicar), Elspeth
(11 months), Hazel and Simon (parents), Becca Herrick
(Godmother), Tim Jacques (Godfather)
ZOE SMITH began
her new job as
Individual Giving
Manager at Leeds
Royal Armouries
Museum in October
last year. After
working for Caring
for Life in Cookridge,
Leeds, for the past
13 years, she is
enjoying a new
challenge and new
situation
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This is an occasional series that looks at a day in the life of some of our
church members. This month the story is about Barbara Nicholls, a
hospital chaplaincy volunteer at two Leeds teaching hospitals. Barbara is
Deputy Churchwarden here at church.

IT ALL STARTED about nine and a half
years ago, when my husband and I moved
to Otley and I asked God to let me know
what He wanted me to do. The answer I
received, from two completely unconnected
people, was a hospital chaplaincy volunteer!
Everything moved very quickly from then on,
making very plain to me that His hand was
well and truly leading me.
I am now a volunteer on the ladies
orthopaedic trauma ward, L37, at Leeds
General Infirmary; also at Wharfedale Hospital here in Otley on the
Bilberry and Heather wards. My day is usually a bit different at the LGI
than at Wharfedale Hospital, as one is trauma and the others are
discharge wards.
Barbara Nicholls

When I get up in the mornings, I take our dog for a walk. That walking
time becomes my prayer time when I give my day to the Lord. On the
days when I’m volunteering, I ask Him to lead me to the people He wants
me to see, be they patients, members of staff, or people in the corridors
of the hospitals. When it’s a Tuesday – my volunteering day at the LGI – I
go to the LGI on the X84 bus from Otley, very much hoping that it will be
on time! Each of the volunteers must sign in at the Chaplaincy office in
Otley Parish Church
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the Brotherton wing which is next to St. Luke’s Chapel where we see the
Chaplains and collect our forms to fill in on the ward. On arrival at the
ward I need to make sure I let the Ward Clerk/Sister know I have arrived,
and I usually ask if there is anyone that they know who would appreciate
a visit from me. Over the years I have got to know most of the staff. There
is a young lady Consultant in Elderly Care who has asked me more than
once to visit a particular lady.
I visit as many ladies on the Ward as I can, regardless of their faith or
nationality, introducing myself and offering either a chat, or a prayer. I’m
also able to give Communion to those who wish. It’s a very busy ward
and it’s not always possible to see everyone as many patients may be
with a physiotherapist or having a wash or even be asleep. Many of the
patients on the ward are very elderly. Usually the patients are pleased to
see me and most of them seem to want me to pray with them.
I am usually on the ward for about two hours and then go back to the
office where we have a lunchtime Communion service led by one of the
Chaplains. Then, it’s lunch and then it’s home again.
On Thursday mornings I go to the Wharfedale Hospital Discharge Wards,
where both men and ladies come after their stay in either the LGI or St.
James’s hospital. They are usually there to be found the appropriate care
in their own homes, or a place in a Care Home. This can often take quite a
long time so they can often get fed up and, very understandably, just want
to go home. Again, I offer just a chat, a prayer or Communion. Members
of staff there have often asked me to visit patients if they feel they need a
listening ear, or if they have actually asked to see a member of the
Chaplaincy team. Several of the staff here are from Eastern European
countries as these wards are run by Villa Care in partnership with the NHS.
They tend to be Orthodox Christians and in recent weeks I have been
asked by more than one staff member to pray with them.
Over the years I have had some wonderful visits with some lovely people,
some of whom have become more like friends as they have spent a long
time on the ward. I am blessed to be able to spend time at the bedside of
strangers who let me enter their lives; and I know God is always there
with me.
If anyone would like to know more about being a Chaplaincy Volunteer,
then please come and have a chat. We need many more volunteers.
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Yorkshire Post – Monday 4 February 1935

SCENE IN OTLEY PARISH CHURCH
Curate Interrupted in His Sermon
Morning service in Otley Parish Church was interrupted yesterday
when a member of the congregation rose during the sermon and
contradicted a statement made by the preacher.
The incident occurred when the curate, the Rev. C. J. W. King,
preaching on the authority of the Bible, said that in a number of
instances the New Testament contradicted the Old.
Immediately, a young man stood up in the body of the church. “You
lie,” he exclaimed. “The Old and New Testaments are in perfect accord.”
Mr. King, speaking from the pulpit, asked the interrupter whether
he minded if the question was answered after the service.
The interrupter, who had remained on his feet, replied: “I suppose
we cannot argue here. This is God’s House.” He then sat down, but was
immediately approached by one of the churchwardens and asked to
leave. This he did, reiterating that he was asserting his beliefs. Mr King
then continued his sermon.
Otley Parish Church
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Did you know that Eritrean people celebrate their Christmas around
Epiphany? We didn’t, but we do now!
Calais was wet and windy with grey, leaden skies when we arrived there at
the beginning of January to help in the Refugee Community Kitchen. As
ever, we were warmly welcomed. Sam, the duty chef is kind, caring, calm
and modest with a big heart and huge expertise. He approaches the
mammoth task of producing 1,600 meals each day with smiles and
encouragement for the willing volunteers he works alongside. Each chef we
have met has shown the same temperament and commitment which makes
an industrial Refugee Kitchen in a run-down warehouse on the ‘wrong’ side
of town a very special place to be.
We set to work making sure that not just the Eritrean community have a
celebratory Christmas meal – everyone would share the same food
(including chicken if they wished).
Usually the food is vegetarian so this
was a big treat! This equality
reflected for us the whole ethos of
this place – everyone is shown love
and respect and the delicious food is
carefully prepared and served with
warm smiles.
As always we got to know lovely,
energetic, interesting and kind young
people including Chrissie from
Germany whose work promotes
humanitarian understanding of
refugees and their situations.
The Refugee Community Kitchen
warehouse noticeboard identifying
weekly commitments
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The days in the kitchen are both
routine and unpredictable. Barry
found himself helping Sam with a
special traditional celebration
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pudding – (well, he opened 91 kilogram cans of almond butter and drained
off the oil) so that when the butter was mixed with lots of lovely spices and
spread into huge trays the pudding would set beautifully before dark
chocolate was swirled over the top of each tray – enough for 2,000 pieces in
all – delicious. Then Barry helped to clear out a blocked drain and the dream
of being a sous chef quickly faded!
Each day is busy, exhausting and rewarding in equal measure. Each day
people are miraculously fed, given warm clothes, toiletries, sleeping bags
and tents. Each day people are given love and support. Each day and night
is an ongoing struggle for so many people of all ages. Each day…!
The day before we left for home the local Calais newspaper reported a
hugely sad and distressing story.
The site of the former infamous ‘jungle’ camp has been transformed into an
ecology park. The wardens at the park had discovered the body of a man in
one of the newly formed ponds on the site.
On investigation it was
found that the body was that
of a 55-year-old Sudanese
man who had been reported
as missing by a friend in
December. He had spent
time in Calais at the camp,
trying to enter the UK, but
eventually he had been
given permission to stay in
France. Up to the time of his
disappearance he had been
Aerial view of food distribution underway in
working for the transport
a carpark in Dunkirk, France
authority in Lille and was
wearing his work uniform when discovered. No signs of violence were found
and it was stated by a friend that he had suffered from suicidal tendencies.
Why he chose to return to the site of the former camp to take his life is a
matter of conjecture and great sadness.
We give thanks for the continuing work of the Refugee Community Kitchen
and pray for the safety of body, mind and spirit of the people we serve. We
pray for the day when the work is done and the service is no longer needed.
We pray for a world where everyone has a safe home, food and shelter and
feels loved and accepted.
Otley Parish Church
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FATSO – what’s this all about?
FATSO is a monthly prize draw for anyone who wants to win some
money and contribute to OTLEY PARISH CHURCH funds.
FATSO is for YOU! Simply make a monthly payment of £5 or more
through your bank by standing order*. 40% of the total FATSO pot
for the month will be donated to the church. The remaining 60% will
be the winnings for you if you are the lucky prize draw winner!
Would you like to become a FATSO member?
The more people that join, the more money will be raised for the
church and the more money YOU could win!

£ £ £ £ £ £
If you’d like to know more about FATSO and help top up church
funds – and maybe your pocket too – please have a word with
Margaret Turner on a Sunday morning, or email her at:
margaretandstephenturner@gmail.com
*alternatively by cash but through your bank is preferred

FATSO Prize Draw Winners in 2019
January: Allan Boddy
February: Roy Morgan
March: Jane Leah
April: Rosemary Ellen
May: Pam Oliver
June: Shirley Parker
July: No draw
August: Lawrie Howcroft
September: Sylvia Johnson
October: Stephen Hey
November: Pam Beck
December: Margaret Shippey
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Tell us your stories to mark
the 75th anniversary of
VE Day

Dancing in the streets on VE Day, 1945. (Picture: Imperial War Museum)
The early May bank holiday has been put back to Friday 8th May this year to
coincide with the day when fighting against Nazi Germany ended in Europe in
the Second World War. The holiday marks the start of three days of
commemoration with events planned up and down the country.
To mark this historic anniversary, Otley Town Council would like to share stories
from those who remember VE Day 1945 either because they fought during the
1939-45 conflict or joined celebrations at the time.
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The Council are requesting that people share their memories and/or supply
copies of photographs from the VE Day celebrations that took place in Otley.
Your stories could describe: wartime clothes, music, games, food, rations,
evacuee experience, schooling, repair and reuse – to record stories from
members of our community who remember the time. The Council’s hope is to
collect these stories and photographs in some form of publication.
To share your story and any photographs please contact Jason Knowles on:
01943 466335 or email: community@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk If you have a
story that you think we’ll be interested in here at church please let Stephen Hey,
our church magazine editor, know about it.

Proposed VE DAY events in Otley Friday 8th May
⚫ Playing of the Last Post at 2.55pm
⚫ Otley Town Bellman taking part in the Cry for Peace in
the Memorial Garden at 6.55pm
⚫ Otley Parish Church bells to ring out for peace at 7pm
⚫ Planting of a commemorative oak tree
Also, at Otley Parish Church:

⚫ VE Day Royal British Legion Celebration Concert,
Saturday 9th May at 7pm
Otley Parish Church
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Otley Parish Church
Kirkgate ● Otley ● West Yorkshire
Church Administrator: Linda Sharp
Church Office: “The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS
Office Hours:
Mon. 9am-12 noon & 1pm-4.30pm; Wed. 9am-1pm; Fri. 9am-1pm
Telephone: 01943 465927
Email: info@otleyparishchurch.org
Website: www.otleyparishchurch.org

Vicar
Revd Graham Buttanshaw

g.buttanshaw@gmail.com

01943 462240

Associate Ministers
Revd Roger Dedman
Revd Stewart Hartley
Revd John Parkin

roger.dedman@talktalk.net
sr.hartley47@gmail.com
jamparkin@talktalk.net

01943 467540
01943 464106
01943 466895

Readers
Janet Buttanshaw
Jackie Hird

buttanshawje@gmail.com
hirds@phonecoop.coop

01943 462240
01943 462858

Churchwardens
Kevin Keefe

kevin@keefe.org.uk

Barry Milner

barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com

01943 466177
07722 999818
01943 462472

Deputy Churchwarden
Barbara Nicholls

babs.nicholls@gmail.com

07747 848074

PCC Secretary
Rosemary Ellen

rosemaryjellen@gmail.com

01943 467646

PCC Treasurer
Norman Barr

otleybarrs@googlemail.com

01943 464382

Baptism Co-ordinator
Glynis Milner

barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com

01943 462472

Safeguarding Officer
Jenny Liston

jenny@otleyparishchurch.org

07743 330264

Church Magazine Editor
Stephen Hey

stephenhey01@gmail.com

01943 969624
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Groups and Activities
Beer Festival

Allan Boddy

01943 466182

Bell Ringers

Meg Morton

01943 461836

Craftynuts Craft Group

Lynne Barber

01943 466493

Flower Arranging

Val Tait

01943 464032

Knit and Natter

Jo Briscoe

01943 466515

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals

Eileen Barr
Jean Boddy

01943 464382
01943 466182

Messy Church

Janet Buttanshaw

01943 462240

Rick Mayers
richardmayers87@gmail.com

07539 118695

Church Band &
Church Choir

Pam Beck

01943 462283

Newall Ladies Fellowship

Val Tait

01943 464032

Open House

Church Office

01943 465927

Scrapbooking

Lynne Barber

01943 466493

Steel Magnolias

Shirley Parker

01943 466956

Sunday Club and 7up

Janet Buttanshaw

01943 462240

Sustainability Group

Dave Cherry

01943 463896

Uniformed Groups

Bev and Mark Rothery

01943 467016

Welcome & Hospitality

Jackie Hird

01943 462858

Youth Group

Martyn Smith

07703 662016

Music Groups
Worship Singing Team &
ACTIVATE Band

Otley Parish Church
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WHO ARE WE?
OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building
in Otley – is at the heart of our town and, for
over 1,000 years, people have been gathering
here for worship and significant family and
community events. “There is a place for
everyone, with Christ at the centre of it all.”
We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a
journey of discovery, kindling hope as we go,
helping one another to be more fully alive to
the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d
love you to share the journey with us.
We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual
commitment to Christ and in service to our
local community.
Join us in worshipping God together on
Sundays and in daily life; be with us as we
study and discern how to use the Bible in the
21st century; learn with us what it is to be
21st century disciples following Jesus and
help us, with the other churches in the town,
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond.
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