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Dear Friends, 
 
When Janet and I were in South Sudan, 
and later in Uganda, we were constantly 
reminded just how precious water is. To 
live and work alongside people who walk 
for miles to fetch water, or have to queue 
for it, or both, is to get a new perspective.  
 
Many folks had large earthenware pots in 
their huts, in which they kept their drinking 
water. In the warmth, the water in the pot 
would slowly seep through the earthenware 
and evaporate off the outside of the pot. 
This evaporation caused a cooling of the 
water in the pot. No fridge, but cool water. 
Amazing! 
 
In fact, so many things took longer: 
preparing and cooking food, shopping, 
washing clothes. In the heat, what you 
could do in a day’s work was less. And you 
always had to have time for people, so less 
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time to get done what you 
might have planned. No 
electricity (or dodgy electricity) 
in the evening meant there 
wasn’t much time to do 
anything after dark. 
 
It was, for most people, tough 
with poor health care, 
expensive poor quality 
schooling that many couldn’t 
afford, low life expectancy, little 
law enforcement, the threat of 
soldiers and a generally tough 
life. 
 
And yet… people were not 
unhappy. We would still say 
that we found more joy and 
laughter in Africa than we have 
ever found ‘back home’. More 
community, stronger family 
ties, greater generosity, 
acceptance of death as part of 
life, and faith in God as integral 
to all of life. And such pleasure 
in the simple things of life.  
 
Life is no less fulfilled when 
dominated by the demands of 
daily living, perhaps more 
fulfilled. So, what is it that 
gives us fullness of life? Isaiah 
writes:  

Why spend your money on 
what Is not bread, and your 

labour on what does not 
satisfy? (Isaiah 55:2) 

This has all been very much on 
my mind in the last few 
months, as we have faced 
many deprivations, and such 
changes to our normal way of 
life. And more so as I 
contemplate the future.   
 
Emerging from this crisis, we 
will face a difficult national 
economic situation. We need 
to advocate that the least well 
off are properly provided for. 
But it won’t only be the task of 
government. On a personal 
level, we will need to make 
sacrifices in the way we use 
our time, our talents and our 
money.  
 
Whenever the need is great, 
and it will be great, we can be 
tempted to think we can’t do 
much. Some words from a 
Christian Aid service come to 
mind: 

Forgive us Lord… when we 
have looked at the size of the 
problems and done nothing 
when we could have done  

a little. 
 
We have already achieved 
much. We have learned to 
smile more, to be kinder to our 
planet and less busy. We’ve 
learned about hygiene and 
how diseases spread. We’ve 
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become more aware of our own 
mortality. We’re now looking out 
for our vulnerable neighbours.  
 
We know like never before the 
importance of being with (and 
being able to touch or hug) 
family, friends and neighbours. 
We’ve been so grateful to live in 
such a beautiful place in such a 
caring community. We’ve 
learned to rest, but also the 
dangers of having too much 
time for leisure without some 
basic patterns of daily life. 
 
We’ve learned a lot about what 
is really important. We need to 
pray for the wisdom to build on 
this foundation, not demolish it. 
 
May God bless you and keep 
you safe and well. 
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When were you born and where did                                                                     
you grow up? 

I was born in 1946. Just after my Dad 
was de-mobbed, in my first year, we 

lived in a flat in Birmingham. From 
then on, we had a semi-detached 
house in a village called Walmley 
– part of Sutton Coldfield in 
Warwickshire.  

Where did you go to school? 
Walmley Primary School, then 

Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School in 
Sutton Coldfield.  

Did you go to college/university? 
I went to Birmingham Medical School from 
1964 to 1970. It was only 10 miles from 
home but I was resident in university 
accommodation. 

When did you become a Christian? 
My parents had given up on Christian faith 
after childhood churchgoing. When I was 
about 12, for some reason and following 
what my older brother had done, they 
fixed up for me to go to a Sunday 
afternoon Crusader Class (now called 
Urban Saints). I faithfully went the 3-mile 
cycle ride each week. When I was about 
14 or 15, I was invited to go on a Crusader 
camp in the Norfolk Broads. It was there I 
heard the message of forgiveness and 
responded – becoming a Christian. 

When and where did you meet your 
wife Anne? 
Two years after I started medical school, 
Anne came to Birmingham University from 

Some of us know you very well, 
John. Others may know you by 
sight but not really know much 
about you. Because of all that’s 
going on in the world right now 
and with our church being closed 
we may not get the chance to see 
you again for quite a long time. 
However, we’d love to know more 
about you. Will you answer a few 
questions that will help us to get 
to know you better? Thank you! 
 

John Simkins 
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Chichester to study social studies. We 
were both involved in the University 
Christian Union. I ‘noticed’ her soon after 
she arrived – but it’s a long story! We 
started going out together in 1968; were 
soon engaged, and we married in 1969 
after Anne graduated, whilst I had another 
year to go as a medical student. 

How many children do you have?  
We have 5 children, born between 1971 
and 1983: Stephen, Paul, Joanne, 
Catherine and Christopher. They have all 
married and we have 15 grandchildren, 
between the ages 4 to 23. Our children 
and their partners have broadened our life 
tremendously by the interesting range of 
places where they have studied and lived, 
and the career paths they have followed. 

What was your occupation and where 
did you work? 
I was a medical doctor. Our list of places 
is long! Initially because of hospital short-
term placements but we also had parallel 
tracks. We were involved in pastoral 
leadership of Christian Fellowships, 
sometimes meeting in our home. Also, 
from student days, we had a prayerful and 
missional interest in South Asia. This was 
initially through contacts, as students, in 
Nepal but widened to a major involvement 
in India and then Bhutan. I made choices 
about my medical career that fitted with 
these other aspects of our busy life. I have 
visited South Asia 31 times and Anne has 
been 4 times. The last time was for 3½ 
weeks this year – we were together and 
just managed to ‘escape’ before the 
Indian lockdown.  
     So here’s the list: Wolverhampton then 
Birmingham (hospital resident jobs), 
Walsall (first GP post), Exeter (John’s first 
South Asia visit), Nottingham (to lead a 
growing church and work in Community 
Child Health), Leeds Headingley (to help 
an inner city church grow and work in 

Community Child Health for Calderdale 
Health Authority, based at Brighouse and 
Rastrick!), Exeter (return to General 
Practice). We were 30 years in Exeter, 
moving to Otley in 2013. 

Do you have brothers and sisters? 
I am the middle one of 3 brothers. My 
older brother lives in Evesham with his 
wife and my younger brother lives in 
Herefordshire with his wife. We like to 
meet up from time to time.  

Why did you choose to come to Otley 
to live? 
Having retired in 2010 at the age of 64, by 
2013 we realised that our various 
retirement involvements and commitments 
could easily be passed on. 4 of our 5 
children and their families now lived in the 
north of England and it seemed very 
sensible to make the move – we have no 
regrets! Catherine and family live in Cape 
Town.  

How long have you been coming to 
Otley Parish Church? 
Since September 2013. We are very 
grateful for the welcome we have received 
and the interesting and broadening 
journey we have had with you through our 
years here. 

Do you have a favourite verse of 
Scripture? 
That’s hard! During my university years I 
found God taking me deeper into a 
relationship with Him. Especially, I was 
taught to meditatively read the Bible every 
day and had role models that set an 
example. I have new favourite verses 
every few days! 

Do you have a favourite Christian hymn 
or song? 
That’s also hard! I really like the Celtic feel 
and biblical content of Keith and Kristyn 
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Getty’s music. Their song ‘Holy Spirit, 
Living Breath of God’ is beautiful and the 
version introed by ‘Gabriel’s Oboe’ is 
moving.  

Do you like classical music? Do you 
have a favourite piece? 
I have quite eclectic musical tastes. I lived 
with classical music as a child. My father 
was concert pianist standard on the piano 
although he worked for Birmingham Water 
Department and didn’t like the limelight. 
He played the piano almost every evening 
and my recollection is of hearing Chopin, 
Liszt, Bach and Beethoven (and others) 
played at home, beautifully, in the 
evenings. 

What about modern songs or music - 
anything in particular? 
I particularly like jazz – more modern than 
traditional. I like the kind you get in the 
‘Coffee Table Jazz’ playlist on Spotify. 
Relaxing stuff. Otherwise my ‘pop’ tastes 
tried to keep up with the kids. Paul Simon 
(especially Graceland), U2 and Mark 
Knopfler (Dire Straits) are favourites. Out 
of touch now!  

Can you play a musical instrument? 
Well – yes and no! I was ‘put to’ the violin 
by my parents and got so far as playing in 
the school orchestra but anybody who 
played an instrument was put in the 
school orchestra! I recently found my 
violin and decided to have it repaired. I 
could remember the fingering but not 
much more. It has been passed on to my 
daughter-in-law. 

Do you have a favourite part of 
Yorkshire that you like to visit? 
We just love Yorkshire. From where we 
live, we ‘hit’ beauty in every direction. 
Thanks be to God! How privileged we are.  

Is there somewhere you would like to 

go on holiday where you’ve not been 
before, regardless of expense? 
South Asia has been such a wonderful 
and varied experience. As a child I 
dreamed of places I saw in my 
grandmother’s picture books such as 
Canada and Norway, but if I have a 
choice, I’ll be off to my ‘second home’ in 
India again. And, now we have a great 
family reason to visit Cape Town – South 
Africa is such an interesting country. 

A book you enjoyed reading – Christian 
or general? 
‘The Gospel in a Pluralist Society’ by 
Lesslie Newbigin – a great and 
thoughtfully missional theologian. Also, ‘A 
Fine Balance’ by Rohinton Mistry – a 
beautifully woven together tale set in India 
and his descriptive style ‘takes me there’. 

Do you have a hobby or something you 
enjoy doing to relax? 
I’m not very practical. However, I do love 
‘tinkering’ with ideas – theological and 
history connected to places of interest. A bit 
of writing. Over the years I’ve grown to 
appreciate keeping in touch with people 
‘here and there’ – networking is the modern 
word for it, I think. I love country walks. I like 
brewing leaf tea – Darjeeling or Assam!  

What would be your favourite meal – 2 
or even 3 courses? 
Curry - preferably North Indian style with 
Roti (Naan/Chapatti) followed by Crumble 
- preferably made by my wife (I’m a spoilt 
man!)  

If you were to spend a whole year on a 
desert island on your own what luxury 
would you take with you? 
My iPod.  

Which one word best describes your 
life right now? 
Privileged. 



Page | 7  

 
Otley Parish Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nearer My God to Thee 
THIS VAST CHURCH NEEDED PAINTING and that would be no small task. 
The nave was 90 feet long and 45 feet high (27 metres x 14 metres) at the apex 
of the roof. Add to that chancel, vestry and organ chamber and you can imagine 
what that entailed. 

At this point there was less than two thousand pounds in the funds. “It’s only a 
painting job, surely we can do this ourselves,” said one of the men of the PCC! 
“The ladies can wash down the woodwork and brew the tea.” “We can do more 
than that!” protested one of the ladies, and they did. 

Jennie, the Verger, well into her 80s said she would mop up after us and make 
the tea. This was nearly a disaster as she, with her poor eyesight, mistook sugar 
soap for sugar and nearly poisoned us all. But with that mishap spotted she 
faithfully mopped and brewed tea and encouraged us all. One of God’s humble 
saints.  

The local scaffolding firm did us a real favour and agreed to scaffold the entire 
church for £1,000, and so the scaffolding went up. 

How much paint would we need? I chatted to the local decorators’ merchant and 
we agreed on 36 gallons (163 litres). Much pouring over paint charts ensured 
and it was amazing how many shades of white there are! After much 
deliberation, the PCC chose ‘sugar almond’ which turned out to be a good 

Revd Stewart Hartley 

It Shouldn’t 

Happen To 

A Vicar 

(But It Did)! 
This is the ninth in a series of 

interesting articles by  

Stewart Hartley,  

now retired and a member of  

Otley Parish Church 
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choice as it gave a subtle pinky orange glow when the lights were on, 
brightening up dull days. 

The scaffolding was up and the paint had arrived; we were committed! So on a 
cold, wet December Monday morning, we gathered to start the enormous task.  

There was silence as we gazed to the apex of the west wall, 45 feet above us! 
Then a voice, “There is no way you are going to get me up there!” This was 
followed by all those gathered nodding their agreement. I was appalled! £1,000 
pounds in scaffolding and 36 gallons of paint. What were we to do? 

As the youngest and the leader, it was up to me! In the early stages of ‘flu-like 
symptoms I put on my woolly hat and two scarves and started to slowly mount 
the scaffolding with a small crowd watching! Every step needed a prayer but I 
made it. The others, to give them their due credit, started on the arches between 
the pillars of the nave. Firstly, 40 years of grime and cobwebs had to be brushed 
then washed away, and cracks in the plaster filled before any paint could be 
applied. By 4pm on that first day I knew I only had enough energy to climb down 
the scaffolding. As I wended my weary way home I cried, “Lord, I can’t do this 
without your help.” At that low point I could see no way forward. But, of course, 
we are promised strength for any God given task. 

Next day, I was back at 45 ft and making slow progress when a voice shouted 
up, “Hello!” As I looked over, a camera flashed and the editor of the local 
newspaper introduced himself. 

That Friday I was front page centre in the local paper with the headline. ‘Nearer 
my God to Thee!’ 

By the grace of God, the painting did get finished. The church was ready for its 
big re-fit; nothing was going to stop us now. 
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OTLEY MUSICIANS will sing their hearts out during the 
online festival which will be raising money for charity and 
boost morale during the Covid-19 lockdown. 

It is the brainchild of well-known Otley resident and musician Paul 

Briscoe and will showcase  a variety of local bands over several months. 

It was originally planned for the festival to take place over a whole 
weekend in June at Otley Parish Church. 

Sometimes though we have no control over how our plans will work out. 
Who would have imagined that a tiny virus would emerge that would 
change plans all around the world! Coronavirus put a stop to Paul’s 

planned Music Festival. 

Not to be deterred, Paul has now moved his Festival to a new venue with 
a new plan. So, on Friday June 12th he and a group of friends will be 

holding an online virtual fundraising concert. Fifty percent of the proceeds 
will go to Otley Parish Church’s Local to Global charities – Caring for Life 
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in Leeds, and Kisiizi 
Hospital in Uganda. The 
rest will be shared 

between The Woolpack 
Music and Arts Studios in 
Otley and the performing 

artists. 

The first gig will consist of 
four artists: 

Nick Wood Band 
Thing - Nick writes 
wonderful songs and has 

a great voice. He's 
accompanied by Richard 

Curry (guitar/backing vocals) and Rory McLeish (lead guitar). 

Hazjak - Lynn O'Malley (from Yan Tan Tether) and her partner Steve 
Chapman Smith perform wonderful duets in a folk, roots and American 
style. 

Jon Budworth - a brilliant guitarist who started out in hard rock but has 
branched out into writing lovely folk songs. He is planning to include 
guest performers. 

Paul Briscoe - by way of a complete contrast, will play solo finger style 
acoustic guitar music that he’s written over the past 24 years. 

The plan will then be to put out three or four videos a month with different 

artists for the foreseeable future. Hopefully, this will help put Otley on the 
map as a music venue and help build community in the town. 

So, get ready to watch and listen! On Friday 12th June at 7.30pm link to: 

https://otleymusicfestival.wordpress.com/otley-online-music-festival 

I really would like to encourage you to watch the concert and then tell 
your friends and family about it. The more people who tune in, the greater 

the chance of donations being made through GoFundMe. 

Thank you so much to Paul and all his amazingly talented friends for 
offering us this opportunity to enjoy their music. 

Rosemary Hartley   

Paul Briscoe 

https://otleymusicfestival.wordpress.com/
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Otley Parish Church doors are locked 

Merciful God, we entrust to your 

tender care those who are ill or in 

pain, knowing that whenever danger 

threatens your everlasting arms are 

there to hold them safe. Comfort 

and heal them, and restore them to 

health and strength; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Ever present God, 

Be with us in our isolation, 

Be close to us in our distancing, 

Be healing in our sickness, 

Be joy in our sadness, 

Be light in our darkness, 

Be wisdom in our confusion, 

Be all that is familiar when all is 

unfamiliar, 

That when the door reopens 

We may with the zeal of 

Pentecost 

Inhabit our communities 

And speak of your goodness 

To an emerging world. 

For Jesus’ sake. 

Amen. 
 

Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and resilience to all who are caring 

for the sick and struggling, and your wisdom to those researching for a 

cure. Strengthen them with your Spirit, that through their work many 

will be restored to health; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A PRAYER IN LOCKDOWN 

A PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

A PRAYER FOR MEDICAL STAFF AND RESEARCHERS 
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IT WAS QUITE A SHOCK to 
receive a text from the NHS on 

March 23rd, telling me I had been 
identified as being in the high-risk category and advising me to stay at 
home for 12 weeks. (It had fleetingly occurred to me that the blood 
disorder I have does compromise my immunity but as it is controlled and I 
have no symptoms, I had not given it any further thought.) I immediately 
and instinctively did what I always do in such circumstances: I cried out to 
God and phoned a friend (you know who you are). I then gathered a few 
essentials and left the Chestnuts with my mind in a bit of a spin, 
wandered round Sainsbury’s picking up a few random items that seemed 
important at the time and walked home, as the implications gradually 
dawned. I have not left my home since. 

I am not sure I can honestly say I have learned any lessons from the 
experience to-date; I am a slow-learner at the best of times, and I am 
pretty well stuck in my ways. I am also lazy, impatient, intolerant and 
judgmental, to name but a few of my faults and failings, all of which have 
jumped up to bite me numerous times during lockdown and I am only 
seven weeks in. My hope is that I am constantly learning, not least that 
God’s Grace is sufficient, and His Mercy is new every morning.  
I am thoroughly enjoying joining one of my oldest and dearest friends (a 
former Speech Therapist like me, now a Priest in the Midlands) for 
Morning and Evening Prayer every day and that is really helping me to 
learn those particular lessons. 

L I N D A   S H A R P 

Church Administrator 
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What I have come to see, in sharper focus than ever before, is that there 
is “nothing new under the sun” and all the answers to all the problems 
humanity is facing, are right where they’ve always been. All the 
knowledge we need, all the resources we need, all the comfort and hope 
we crave, are to be found where they have always been. I would sum it 
all up in these three phrases: 
 
God is God and I am not 

The heart of the human problem is the problem of the human heart 

The first shall be last 
 
Oh, and keep it simple! 
 
Perhaps I should clarify a few things:  
 
 I am not ill, thankfully 

 I am on my own at home, apart from Poppet and Oliver (a tremendous 
blessing, mostly) 

 I am working from home and have the resources I need to continue 
doing my admin job here 

 I am trying hard to keep work-life and home-life separate (to which end, 
I’d really appreciate it if folk would ring me on the new church phone 
number 07902 164 504 if your call is about church matters, and if 
possible between 9am and 5pm) 

 I am also a member of the OPC congregation and as such, many of 
you are my friends and I’ve been deeply touched by the kindness of 
several people who have become my personal-shoppers (not all women, 
I must add) and many others who ring and text and keep my spirits up. It 
means more than you will ever know 

 Finally (I promise): God is good, all the time                                           
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I AM VERY LUCKY that I haven’t had to completely isolate, but have been        
able to go for a walk early each day. I looked for somewhere with wide 
pavements and with no need to touch gates or stiles and decided that some 
days I would go along Pool road, which was very quiet in the early days of 
lockdown, to Knotford Nook. 

With the lack of aircraft and traffic noise, the birdsong seemed more obvious 
than usual and as I passed the cemetery, there was always the strident 
repetitive call of a song thrush perched at the top of a tree. The mellow 
warble of the blackbirds was also noticeable all around. 

On entry to the Knotford Nook road I was always greeted by a chaffinch 
calling and it was there that I saw my first swallow of the season. Sometimes 
I spotted oyster catchers on the field, but if they were not visible, their loud, 
shrill piping could often be heard. A special treat was when a curlew flew 
over and its bubbling song filled the air.  

The two lakes also provided bird sightings, although I needed to peer 
through the bushes and security fence to view the fishing lake. One day I 
counted seven greylag geese with twenty goslings on the grass. A small 
stretch of river can also be accessed, and I was thrilled to find a goosander 
with ducklings there one day. 

Nothing unusual, nothing rare, but what a pleasure to have time to pause, 
look and listen. 

Val Tait   
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A Common Blackbird 

Song Thrush 

Common Chaffinch 

Oyster Catcher 

Greylag Geese 

Curlew 

Goosander with Ducklings 

Swallow 
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Dear Lord 
I may not see the sun and moon lose their light. 

I may not see rivers turn red, or stars fall from the sky. 

Yet there are times when my world becomes unhinged 

And the foundations of what I believe  

crack and dissolve. 

Give me the grace to believe that Your power  

is at work in the turmoil of my life. 

Lead me to remember that Your power  

is greater than all evil, 

And though the world may rock and  

sometimes break, 

It will in time be transformed by Your love. 

author unknown 
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WE, LIKE SO MANY OTHERS, have lost a friend 
during this difficult time when only 10 people 
maximum are allowed to attend the funeral. This 
makes us feel that we are unable to give support 
and comfort to the loved ones of the person who 
has died or give tribute to the life lost. Whilst 
pondering on these things the Lord brought to my 
attention that at his own burial there were even 
fewer.  

On study of the gospels, every one of them 
mentions Joseph of Arimathea, who having 
asked Pilate for permission, actually took Jesus’s 
body down from the cross himself and placed him 
in a tomb (Matthew mentions it was his own) that 

was newly carved out of a rock. In John’s Gospel we read that Nicodemus 
helped Joseph of Aramathea. The only others mentioned as being there were 
two women, named as Mary Magdalene and the ‘other’ Mary in Matthew 
(specified as Mary the mother of Joseph in Mark) who were nearby.  

We hope that the thought of these few people at the burial of Jesus will bring 
some comfort and strength to bereaved families at this time who can have so 
few people present at their loved one’s funeral. 

This message is sent with love and prayer, from 

Anne and John Raftery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne and John Raftery’s 

grandchildren, Albie (9) 
and Freddie (5) wrote this 
lovely little lockdown 

verse and sent it to all 
their family. 

Thanks Anne and John for 

sharing it with us at this 
difficult time. 



Page | 20 

 
Otley Parish Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A PRAYER FOR TIMES OF ISOLATION 

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come… will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
(Romans 8: 38-39) 

God of heaven and earth. 

in these times of isolation, 

apart from loved ones 

distant from friends 

away from neighbours 

thank you that there is nothing 

in all of creation, 

not even coronavirus, 

that is able to separate us from your love. 

And may your love that never fails 

continue to be shared 

through the kindness of strangers 

looking out for each other, 

for neighbours near and far 

all recognising our shared vulnerability, 

each of us grateful for every breath, 

and willing everyone to know the gift 

of a full and healthy life. 

Keep us all in your care.  

Amen. 
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Carol Cherry 
1957-2020 

It was with great sadness that 
we learned of Carol’s death on 

13th May after a brave fight 
against cancer. She died 
peacefully at home surrounded 

by her family. Her funeral was 
held at Skipton crematorium 
on 26th May. Carol will be 

greatly missed. Our thoughts 
are very much with Dave and 
the rest of the family, The 

photo below is of Carol and 
Dave on their 40th wedding 
anniversary last October with 

their three daughters. 

   Lisa               Avril                   Carol                   Dave                Katherine
  

Carol receiving a Lawn Tennis 
Association Competition Award in 2019 
for setting up inter club tennis matchplay 
events. 150 players are currently involved. 
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OPENING OF OTLEY PARISH CHURCH 
NEW VESTRIES. 

SERMON BY THE BISHOP OF RIPON.  

The Bishop took his text from the 133rd Psalm, 1st verse, “Behold how 

good and how pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in 

unity.” He preached a most eloquent sermon, and showed how love 

illumines and consecrates the heart. The only avenue to the heart, and the 

door of the heart is love. The value or the merit of actions is oftentimes 

estimated by the amount of benefit conferred, or the part that man gave of 

his time or substance. But that is no qualification in the eye of God. The 

only virtue behind human actions is the spirit shown in the doing of them 

is the only thing which makes them have any power of appeal. Where love 

pervades all, it consecrates all. It can enter into every department of life, 

and it can show its allegiance to God in the midst of all duties. The heart 

as well as the head, the emotions as well as the reason – all must be 

Extract from 

The Wharfedale & Airedale Observer 
Friday 04 September 1891  

This is a continuation of last month’s feature 
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brought into subordination, and be baptised by the spirit of love. 

Perchance the experience had been forced upon his hearers at the home of 

some one where they felt that the whole machinery was moving in the 

direction of adverse and conflicting forces, where, at the tea-table, the 

presence of a spirit was exhibited which rent the feelings asunder. What 

joy was there in such a home as that? The guests felt uncomfortable, and 

they could not reconcile themselves to the hospitality of a home like that. 

They went back to their own homes in a spirit ill at ease. There are other 

homes in which somehow or other they felt they could not see anything 

that was spoken of an affectionate character, or heard any phrases used 

which had within them a strong and ardent declaration of personal 

feeling, but still when they left they had a happy feeling, and they hardly 

knew how it had been occasioned. Ah! This was an illustration of love’s 

fertilising power. Having dwelt where there was unity, they went away 

feeling the virtue and the presence of love. This, the Bishop said, is true of 

all communities – the household, the congregation, the church at large . If 

he were to speak as concerning the church as it is in this place, or of the 

congregation worshipping here, he would say, “How good and pleasant a 

thing it is to dwell together in unity.” Their power of achievement was 

doubled, trebled, nay, it was multiplied ten-fold according to the spirit of 

love which animated them. Where there was division it was difficult to 

achieve anything; but where there was union there was strength, and 

where union and strength were born of love, then nothing was impossible. 

Love interprets life, and love becomes the joy of life. As brethren dwelling 

together in unity he would ask them, in that spirit of love which is the 

fountain of liberality, to do their best to clear off the expenses which have 

been entailed in the building of the new vestries. What a benediction to 

ourselves, to our homes, to the church, and to the world at large if that 

spirit of love he had been referring to that afternoon dwelt in every man. 

We all need that love, and the prayer to Him, whose name is Love, would 

be to pour into our hearts the most excellent gift of charity, and animate 

us with love. 
 After the sermon the hymn, “The Church’s one foundation” was 
sung to the tune “Aurelia” and the offertory on behalf of the building 
fund was taken, which realised a sum of £20. The recessional hymn was, 
“God who madest earth and heaven,” tune “Nutfield.” Mr. Arthur 
Longfield, organist of the church, presided at the organ, and played 
selections from “The Messiah” as the congregation was both entering and 
leaving the building. 
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Vicar 
Revd Graham Buttanshaw g.buttanshaw@gmail.com  01943 462240 

Associate Ministers 
Revd Roger Dedman roger.dedman@talktalk.net 01943 467540 
Revd Stewart Hartley sr.hartley47@gmail.com 01943 464106 
Revd John Parkin jamparkin@talktalk.net 01943 466895 

Readers 
Janet Buttanshaw buttanshawje@gmail.com 01943 462240 
Jackie Hird hirds@phonecoop.coop 01943 462858 

Churchwardens 
Kevin Keefe kevin@keefe.org.uk 01943 466177
   07722 999818 
Barry Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472  

Deputy Churchwarden 
Barbara Nicholls babs.nicholls@gmail.com 07747 848074 

PCC Secretary 
Rosemary Ellen rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 01943 467646 

PCC Treasurer 
Norman Barr otleybarrs@googlemail.com 01943 464382 

Baptism Co-ordinator 
Glynis Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472 

Safeguarding Officer  
Jenny Liston jenny@otleyparishchurch.org 07743 330264 

Church Magazine Editor  
Stephen Hey stephenhey01@gmail.com 01943 969624 
 

Otley Parish Church 
Kirkgate ● Otley ● West Yorkshire 

Church Administrator: Linda Sharp 

Church Office: “The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS 

N.B. The office is closed for the next few weeks:  

You may contact Linda on 07902 164504 or by email: 

info@otleyparishchurch.org 

Church Website: www.otleyparishchurch.org 

mailto:g.buttanshaw@gmail.com
mailto:jamparkin@talktalk.net
mailto:buttanshawje@gmail.com
mailto:hirds@phonecoop.coop
mailto:barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com
mailto:info@otleyparishchurch.org
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Otley Parish Church 

Groups and Activities 

 
 
Beer Festival Allan Boddy 01943 466182 

Bell Ringers  Meg Morton  01943 461836 

Craftynuts Craft Group Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Flower Arranging Val Tait 01943 464032 

Knit and Natter Jo Briscoe 01943 466515 

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals  Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
      Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

Local to Global     Rosemary Hartley 01943 464106 

Messy Church Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Music Groups 
Worship Singing Team &  
ACTIVATE Band     Rick Mayers 07745 387446 
     richardmayers87@gmail.com 

Church Band & 
Church Choir Pam Beck 01943 462283 

Newall Ladies Fellowship Val Tait 01943 464032 

Open House Church Office 01943 465927 

Scrapbooking Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Steel Magnolias Shirley Parker 01943 466956 

Sunday Club and 7up Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Sustainability Group Dave Cherry 01943 463896 

Uniformed Groups Bev and Mark Rothery 01943 467016 

Welcome & Hospitality Jackie Hird 01943 462858 

Youth Group Martyn Smith 07703 662016 
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WHO ARE WE? 

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building 
in Otley – is at the heart of our town and, for 
over 1,000 years, people have been gathering 
here for worship and significant family and 
community events. “There is a place for 
everyone, with Christ at the centre of it all.” 

We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a 
journey of discovery, kindling hope as we go, 
helping one another to be more fully alive to 
the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d 
love you to share the journey with us.  

We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual 
commitment to Christ and in service to our 
local community. 

Join us in worshipping God together on 
Sundays and in daily life; be with us as we 
study and discern how to use the Bible in the 
21st century; learn with us what it is to be 
21st century disciples following Jesus and 
help us, with the other churches in the town, 
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond. 
 


