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Deanery Synod 17 October 2019

Meeting focussed on sharing experiences of using the Diocesan Strategy Tool Kit 
and we heard from a couple of churches who have been trialling it.
A couple of points worth noting:
· It does not supersede LYCIG or Jesus Shaped People, both of which should still 
be used if relevant to an individual parish.
· Each church/parish is unique and needs a strategy to match.
· The Building Leadership Pathways section needs more work.
· There is a strategy for engaging with new housing estates.

Deanery Synod 20 January 2020

Meeting focussed on Lay Training and Role and Recruitment to Deanery Synod.
1. Lay Training
 ‘Opportunities and Challenges’ by Alan Stanley – ‘Development’ is a better term 
than Training. There is a lot on offer if parishes choose to engage with it and they 
will try to meet any needs we inform them about them.
Conference - Saturday 6th June 10.30-3.30pm at Abbey Grange Academy. (Free) 
Lay Development Conference on ‘Growing through Prayer and Service’ led by Rev 
Andy Griffiths and aimed at a wide range of lay people. C.200-250 places avail-
able, for laity from all churches in the Leeds Episcopal Area.

2. Challenge of Role and Recruitment
‘The vital role of a deanery rep at this point in time in the church’s mission.’

*Of course the Lay conference on 6th June was subsequently cancelled.

Headingley Deanery Share and Prayer Meeting, 2nd July 2020

We had a meeting on Zoom where people discussed their outreach to the com-
munity during lockdown. In particular All Hallows' food hub, St George's Light-
house project, St Paul's Ireland Wood Baby Basics and St. John’s Yeadon - Romans 
8:28 Message of Hope initiative.

Deanery synod members are being asked to nominate people for the Diocesan 
Synod and there will be elections very soon.

Deanery Synod 15 October2020

The theme was Health and Well being and there were two main speakers: 
Canon Ben Rhodes , chaplain at Leeds teaching hospitals and Gillian Straine 
from The Guild of Health and St Raphael, Ben spoke about the ongoing 
work of the chaplaincy, which is available 24/7 and mentioned that at 
present 124 people are in hospital with Covid, 14 in critical care. There is 
no general visiting, but they are trying to use technolgy as much as pos-
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sible.He mentioned the inequality within the city and the variation in life 
expectancy

Gillian gave a very interesting talk. She emphasised that Christian healing is 
transformational and goes beyond 'getting better'. She stressed that 
through Jesus' resurrection, Christian healing transcends all other methods 
and that the healer, the person in need of healing and God are all involved 
in a 3 way process. She stated that we have lost confidence in our theology 
and we were asked to consider how the health needs of our community 
could inform our missional focus.
She is holding a follow up seminar on November 19th, which is free, but 
tickets are needed and can be obtained from her website. You will then be 
given the zoom link.

Jill McKee
Linda Sharp


