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Dear Friends, 
 
This weekend’s edition of the ‘i’ national morning newspaper had a 

two-page spread entitled ‘Survival Guide: How to be Happy’. 

 

A dozen experts shared their ideas on improving life in our current 

circumstances. They are fine as far as they go with lots of wisdom 

and helpful tips – things to be aware of, things to tell ourselves, the 

importance of exercise, diet and sleep, of ‘letting go’, nurturing our 

relationships, using technology to connect, being gentle with 

ourselves and so on. 

 

The article concludes with a question: what advice or help would you 

like to see in our next survival guide? I took that to mean two things 

– what help/advice we need, and what help/advice we have to offer. 

 

It made me wonder if there is an explicitly Christian angle on this. 

 

The bible contains various writings that together are called ‘Wisdom 

Literature’. Most obviously these are found in the books of Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, and Job. But also in the well-crafted teaching stories of 

Joseph, Ruth and Jonah. Jesus’ parables are in the same tradition 
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as teaching stories. And Jesus 

himself is the “wisdom from 

God” (1 Corinthians 1:24). 

 

The ancient world had its 

places of learning, as in 

Babylon (where Daniel and his 

three friends were taken into 

exile) or the court of King 

Solomon who impressed the 

Queen of Sheba with his 

wisdom. 

 

Undoubtedly there were 

practical subjects studied, in 

building, metalwork, biology 

and study of everything in the 

world around from the heavens 

above to deep down in the 

earth where copper and 

precious stones were mined. 

But most of all, Wisdom 

Literature is concerned with 

how to live a good life. The first 

chapters of the Book of 

Proverbs are addressed to a 

young man advising him how 

to live well, follow the way of 

Wisdom and avoid Folly’s 

enticing charm. It is a mixture 

of moral teaching and life 

experience (“if you do this, 

then this will be the result”). 

 

Wisdom Literature in the Bible 

draws on wisdom and stories 

from other countries and 

cultures, and we see this (for 

example) in the Book of 

Proverbs, which reproduces 

some proverbs from Egypt 

(Proverbs 22:17 - 24:22) or the 

Book of Job, which is set in the 

land of Uz, not in Israel. 

 

BUT – although Israel and 

biblical teaching draw on 

resources of wisdom from 

other nations and cultures, the 

starting point for how to live a 

good life, how to live at all is 

this: “The fear of the LORD is 

the beginning of wisdom” 

(Proverbs 9:10). 

 

Fear of the LORD (Yahweh) is 

NOT about being afraid of God 

(though there are times when 

we should be!) but really the 

same thing as Jesus meant 

when he taught us to pray 

‘Hallowed be your Name’. It’s 

about honouring, respecting, 

and accepting the authority of 

God as the creator and giver of 

everything. 

 

In the story of the Garden of 

Eden (a wisdom story), the fruit 

of the forbidden tree is “… 
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desirable for gaining wisdom” 

(Genesis 3:6). So when Adam 

and Eve eat it, their mistake is 

to seek wisdom without the fear 

of the LORD. 

 

SO – what does that mean for 

finding happiness today? (Gulp, 

how did I get myself into a 

position where I’m now going to 

have to answer that?!!) 

 

We do well to listen to the 

various sources of human 

wisdom and learn from them, 

whether scientific or 

philosophical. But for us, living 

well, wisdom, and happiness all 

start with God. 

 

Biblical faith does not focus on 

happiness or on self-fulfilment 

as ends in themselves. They 

are found as a result of living 

well. We read more about faith, 

hope and love, about joy, peace 

and all the fruit of God’s 

transformational work in us 

through the Spirit. St Paul 

writes that he has learned the 

art of being content in all 

circumstances. He writes about 

perseverance producing 

character and character hope 

(Romans 5:3). 

 

Much as we (like Adam and 

Eve) desire to control our own 

destinies, we must start with our 

dependence on God. That 

dependence opens up the way 

to knowing ourselves loved and 

forgiven, and we are drawn into 

the network of sustaining and 

challenging relationships that is 

the Body of Christ.  

 

And together as that Body, as 

well as individually, we become 

a place where God lives by his 

Spirit. And nothing – trouble, 

hardship, persecution, famine, 

danger, violence, and especially 

death will be able to separate us 

from the love of God we have 

come to know in Jesus (Romans 

8:35-39).  

 

I don’t think this will always bring 

“happiness”. But I’m sure it’s the 

foundation for living well.  

 

My love and best wishes, 
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When and where were 
you born and where 

did you grow up?   
I was born in 
Wakefield in 1962 
and grew up near 
Pontefract on the 
family farm. We had 
a great childhood 
and I remember 

happy summer 
holidays spent sitting 

on a Combine Harvester 
or riding on the top of 

trailer loads of straw (which 
would certainly not be allowed 
today due to health and safety). 
In spite of being part of a farming 
family, I became a vegan in the 
early 1980s and, with my sister, 
joined the Sheffield hunt saboteurs. 
Although our parents must have 
felt very embarrassed by this, 
they never said anything and fully 
supported our choices and beliefs 
(though I’m sure the neighbours 
who rode on the hunt didn’t see it 
that way!). Of particular 
relevance now, I think it’s rea lly 
important that we be allowed to 
disagree with what may be the 
prevailing views of the time. 

From the mid ‘80s the family 
lived near Thirsk, a place I really 
love. My mum was delighted 

Maggie Lolashvili 

Some of us know you very well, 
Maggie. Others may know you by 
sight but not really know much 
about you. Because of all that’s 
going on with Covid-19 right now 
and with church services limited not 
everyone may get the chance to see 
you again for quite a long time. 
However, we’d love to know more 
about you. Will you answer a few 
questions that will help us to get to 
know you better? Thank you! 
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when she realised our new vet 
was part of the “James Herriot 
practice” and though not happy if 
the moggies were ill, was always 
pleased to step through the 
surgery door. 

 
Where did you go to school?  
I went to Ackworth Quaker 
School, near Pontefract. It’s a 
boarding school but I attended as 
a day girl, and this, unfortunately 
meant me having to be there on 
Saturday mornings! However, the 
benefit of this was long holidays 
so I guess it evened up in the 
end. I left the school with the 
inglorious achievement of 
managing to fail my maths ‘O’ 
Level not once, but twice! (But, 
never say never... I finally passed 
my Level 2 maths in 2013!).  
 
Which College or University 
did you go to?  
After school I went to Wakefield 
College and later to Lincoln 
College of Agriculture, then to 
Sunderland University and finally 
Leeds Metropolitan. My course at 
Sunderland was Environmental 
Studies, and at Leeds, teaching 
related.   
 
When and where did you meet 
Alex? What is his occupation? 
Alex and I met whilst I was 
working in a Bradford Council 
housing team. He came to us as 
an interpreter and then stayed on 
permanently in an officer role. 
We then started working together 
in a team. We were married in 

2004. Alex still works in housing. 
  
How many children do you 
have? We have one daughter, 
Anna, who is 15-years-old and a 
student at Prince Henry’s 
Grammar School in Otley. 
 
What is your occupation and 
where do you work?  
I’ve had a number of years 
working in rural development and 
community project roles in 
Yorkshire and Northumberland, 
with housing support work after 
that. In 2001 I was looking for a 
change, so took a TEFL 
(Teaching English as a Foreign 
Language) course and worked in 
Cairo for six months. Although I 
decided that working in education 
could be an option for me, I didn’t 
actually take my teaching course 
at Leeds Met until 2011. I have 
been an adult education tutor 
since 2012 and latterly have been 
working part-time for Leeds City 
Council. I’m about to start a new 
full-time role with the Council and 
am quite excited about that.    
 
Do you have brothers and 
sisters?  
I have a twin sister Fiona, who 
also lives in Otley – you may 
have seen her, thinking it was 
me! We have a brother, Julian, 
who is 5 years older. He lives in 
Buckinghamshire and grows and 
weaves willow. 
 
Why did you choose to live in 
Otley? 
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It was ideally placed between my 
family home in Thirsk and my 
husband’s family in Leeds. Also, 
it’s got the river, the Chevin, 
beautiful market place, lovely 
people… and much more.  
 
When did you become a 
Christian?  
My primary school teacher Miss 
Lenniker taught us RE and we 
were always drawing pictures of 
Jesus and writing stories – and I 
know that had an impact on me. 
I remember praying regularly as 
an 11-year-old, but we certainly 
weren’t a church attending 
Christian family. I became a 
Christian in December 1988 in 
my first year at Sunderland 
University. A friend invited me 
to a church meeting and when 
the call came for those who 
wanted to be a Christian and 
“make a new start” I put up my 
hand and prayed the sinner’s 
prayer. The next day when 
walking down Fawcett street, I 
just KNEW something 
monumental had happened to 
me. I felt a real physical and 
spiritual difference, as well as 
an emotional one. 
   
Did you worship anywhere 
before coming to Otley Parish 
Church? How long have you 
been coming here?  
After I left university I became a 
member of Hollybush Christian 
Fellowship near Thirsk which 
gave me a great grounding in the 
faith. After marriage, when we 

moved to Otley, I started to 
attend the Parish Church but then 
sort of backslid for a while and 
finally returned here regularly 
again about 6 years ago.  
    
Do you have a favourite verse 
of Scripture? 
I think there are favourite 
scriptures for different times, but 
of special relevance is Isaiah 
26:3 ‘You will keep in perfect 
peace him whose mind is 
steadfast, because he trusts in You’.  
 
Do you have a favourite 
Christian hymn or song?  
I love “So will I (100 Billion X)” by 
Hillsong. If you watch it on 
YouTube, you’ll see that some of 
the videos that go with it are 
beautiful. I think that when you 
really look at the beauty of nature 
and the universe, you see there 
is a design that’s more than just 
random or accidental happenings. 
   
Do you like classical music? 
Do you have a favourite piece?  
My mum played the piano, and I 
grew up with classical music in 
the house, but I’d have to choose 
this more modern piece as a 
favourite. I recently discovered it 
at a Prince Henry’s concert when 
it was performed by a student.  
It’s Ludovico Einaudi’s “Le 
Onde”.  
   
What about modern songs or 
music - anything in particular? 
There are two – and both very 
different. Abba’s “Dancing 
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Queen” (memories of my young 
teenage days when self-dancing 
in the long hot summer of 1976), 
and John Martyn’s “I couldn’t love 
you more” – a great classic. 
 
Can you play a musical 
instrument?  
I tried to learn the flute for one 
term at school as a 14-year-old. 
My motive for this was that a boy 
I liked was also taking lessons! 
I’d say that is never a good 
reason for wasting your parent’s 
money. I’m just learning the 
guitar now and hope to last more 
than one term with this! 
  
Do you have a favourite part of 
Yorkshire that you like to visit?  
I love Thirsk and enjoy taking a 
walk on Sutton Bank where you 
can see the beautiful Vale of 
York spread out in front of you, 
and watch the gliders floating 
above.  
  
Is there somewhere you would 
like to go on holiday where 
you’ve not been before, 
regardless of expense?   
My holiday of choice is always 
northern. I love Scotland and the 
islands. The most northerly place 
I’ve been to so far is Iceland. So 
taking this further I’d book a trip 
to Anchorage in Alaska.  
   
A book you especially enjoyed 
reading, Christian or non-
Christian? Any special reason? 
If I were being serious I’d say 
Harper Lee’s “To Kill a 

Mockingbird” because when I first 
read it at school I realised how it  
was possible to connect 
emotionally to a story. An 
alternative would be the “Private 
Eye Annual” because it’s just so 
very funny, though serious at the 
same time. 
 
Do you have a hobby or 
something you enjoy doing to 
relax?  
I like reading, walking and a bit of 
gardening and learning the guitar. 
 
What would be your favourite 
meal – 2 or even 3 courses?  
As a real treat I’d go for garlic 
bread and a tomato basil salad to 
start, then some kind of rich, 
buttery veggie pasta dish, 
followed by tiramisu.  
  
If you were to spend a whole 
year on a desert island on your 
own what luxury would you 
take with you?  
Twelve months’ supply of ground 
coffee with the accompaniments 
to brew it.  
 
Which one word best describes 
your life right now? 
Forgiven. I can’t leave it there 
though with just the one word – I 
need to explain. I have to say 
that it’s certainly not because I 
haven’t said anything wrong, or 
done bad things, but rather that 
when I’m sorry and take it to 
God, the blood of Jesus washes 
it all away and the slate is clean. 
That’s just so amazing!  
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URING these diseased times Jan and I have taken to routinely 
going out for a daily walk, mainly into the countryside depending 
how wet it is. I don't know about her but as I walk along I find my 

mind is rather like a dog off the leash and only occasionally concentrate 
on the views. 

Sometimes I am proud of my thoughts and sometimes, on reflection, I am 
sad for they are not good. But having little to do besides worry about this 
and that I have decided to share a few thoughts with you in the hope they 
will help you to cope with the much reduced way of life that now seems 
endless and is our common lot.  

Take a day like today for instance, the sun was out and the sky blue and 
although it seemed a little chilly it was great to be out. At first, I thought about 
the growing piles of leaves at the side of the road. Some were shriveled, 
dirty, faded and tatty around the edges while others were golden, complete 
and happy to be blown about or simply to take their place in the pile. 

D 



Page | 9  

 
Otley Parish Church 

This in turn got me thinking about years past and how some of them were 
unplanned and messy round the edges, broken and not happy for all the 
family, while others were just great with so much to do and to be enjoyed, 
to be shared and talked about for years thereafter. 

Well around this time I saw in the distance a black cat which at first 
seemed great for they are said to be lucky. I hope that is not too far from 
the Christian view, but for me, wearing glasses, it was good to determine 
the object ahead as a cat and not just an odd bit of broken branch or 
such.    

However, at this point, I was brought up short when my foot slipped, and I 
found I had stepped into some very fresh and steaming horse dung!  At 
first, my thoughts were not what I would want anyone to know. 

Then I remembered how pleased my grandfather was when he found just 
such a deposit, for he would rush off to get his bucket and scoop it up. 
Shortly after it would be destined to feed his prize chrysanthemums in the 
small greenhouse down the garden. 

This in turn reminded me of the occasion when he suspended the dung in 
the top of the rainwater barrel to dilute the brew, having apparently 
forgotten my grandmother was going through a back-to-nature phase of 
only washing her face in rainwater!  After the shouting and recrimination 
stopped the family laughed and laughed. 

It would seem some years start well like fresh green leaves but get a bit 
tatty in the later months. Yet, they still manage to be remembered as 
golden years in the end, which must be true since we have a firm and 
certain hope! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A CLERGYMAN parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city 

because he was short of time and couldn’t find a place with a meter. 

So he put a note under the windscreen wiper that read: “I have circled 

the block 100 times. If I don’t park here, I’ll miss my important 

appointment. FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES.” 

When he returned, he found a note from a police officer which said: 

“I’ve circled the block for 10 years. If I don’t give you a ticket, I’ll lose 

my job. LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPATION.” 
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Thank you for the privilege of being able to come before you in prayer. We 
worship you, we adore you, we honour your holy name. We think of all those 
who are unable to join with us. We think of those who are persecuted for their 
faith and we give thanks for our freedom. May we continually work towards 
freedom of religious expression throughout our world.  

We thank you for the wonderful world in which we are privileged to live. A world 
of joy and colour, of beauty and plenty.  

In this difficult time of pandemic we are aware of our shortcomings.  

We are fearful and selfish. Forgive us Lord. 

We put our own needs ahead of the needs of others. Forgive us Lord. 

We fail to understand the cares of others or to take time to listen to their worries. 
Forgive us Lord. 

We pray for all those isolated by this disease – from friends and families. Those 
who live alone, those who are in hospital or care homes or who are isolated in a 
protective bubble. This normal life has not been normal and we have failed to 
understand their fears as we seek to protect our own lives. Forgive us Lord. 

We pray especially for all carers from the humblest bottom wiper to the most 
exalted surgeon. Theirs can be an exhausting job but without their toil and 
dedication the world would indeed be in a sorry state. We take their service for 
granted. Forgive us Lord. 

We offer up into your loving arms all who are in need this day through sickness, 
poverty, loneliness and lack of shelter. Help us to help each other bear each 
other's burdens and to trust in your unfailing love for us all. 

May we continue to trust in you and your unfailing love for us all. Amen. 

This prayer was written by 

Margaret Thompson (a member of Otley Parish Church) 
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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

“I found this prayer when doing a tidy out during early lockdown days and 
came across it again recently. I find it thought-provoking as we begin to 
open our Church for services again. It was produced in a Salvation Army 
magazine dated January 2006.” – Margaret Parkin   

 

Grant us a vision, Lord,  

To see what we can achieve 

To reach out beyond ourselves 

To share our lives with others 

To stretch our capabilities 

To increase our sense of purpose 

To be aware of where we can help 

To be sensitive to your Presence 

To give heed to your constant call. 

(David Adam ‘Power Lines’) 
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Thomas, a Mustard Seed of Faith 

John Raftery, a member of Otley Parish Church 
reflects on faith which came to him recently while praying. 

 
How small is a mustard seed of faith? 
After Jesus’ death on the cross all the disciples thought he was gone - 
that was that! Not one of them remembered what he had said earlier: “He 
then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.”  Mark( 

)8:31  

This is also why he rebuked the two on the road to Emmaus: “He (Jesus) 
said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things 
and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 
concerning himself.” (Luke 7)2-24:25  

Jesus rose again and appeared to the disciples (he did not show himself 
to unbelievers like Herod, Pilot and the teachers of the Law who had not 
put their faith in him). Thomas was not there so he did not believe (John 
20:25). The other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he 
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said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

Jesus came again among them for Thomas 
A week later his disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among 

to Thomas, “Put your them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said 
finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. 
Stop doubting and believe.” Then Jesus told him, “Because you have 

who have not seen and blessed are those seen me, you have believed; 
( .”yet have believed John 20:26-29) 

When Jesus appeared to Thomas he said, “See the holes... put your 
hand in my side (this was a word of knowledge from Jesus to Thomas as 
he let Thomas know he had heard his words). Thomas didn’t need to 
touch the holes as Jesus’s word was enough. So Thomas, though not 
believing it, seems nevertheless to have had a mustard seed of faith 
within him which Jesus drew out. 

20:28 John  says, “My Lord and my God!” - the seed germinated in 
Thomas. Romans 10:9, “Whoever believes in his heart and confesses 
Jesus is Lord will be saved.” So we may not feel we have much faith, but 
hold on - when a seed is put in the ground it is invisible to our eyes but 
it’s still there. Dead looking seeds can lay dormant in the ground for a 
long time, and sometimes for years in a desert.  

You may feel you do not have a mustard seed because you’ve not 
apparently seen any mountains move. Stop looking for mountains for 
they will move in time. Keep believing in your Lord and your God. 
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Eileen Barr celebrated her 
70th birthday  

on 9th October 2020 
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Connie celebrated her 1st birthday on 
11th October 2020. Her mum says she is a 
very sweet, funny and opinionated little person. She loves animals, 
being outdoors, crawling upstairs and pulling things apart!  
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HAROLD SIMPSON 

was 100 years old  

on 21st October 2020 
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We were delighted to hear the news from Dave Cherry  
of the recent birth of a baby boy to his daughter Avril. 
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Nancy Lester used to come regularly 

to Church but now lives at Teal Beck 

House care home in Otley, featured 

along with other residents one day 

last month on both BBC Breakfast 

and the 1 o’clock news. 

 Residents at Teal Beck have been 

making a series of weekly activity 

videos on the social networking 

service and have become ‘TikTok 

stars’. Their videos have gone viral 

with one dancing couple having 

been viewed nearly half a million 

times. Nancy was seen dancing very 

enthusiastically!   

Karen O’Hara’s  

Birthday Treat! 
Karen celebrated her 71st birthday on 5th 

October. Her Covid-19 restriction birthday 

treat was a peek into Church as she hadn’t 

been there for nearly seven months. She also 

made a trip to Otley’s scenic Surprise View. 

She said, “Church felt so at home; the 

Chevin was spectacular. I am never 

disappointed looking down on our town and 

up onto the far away hills, but today we could 

see for miles, the colours, the cloud 

formations, and best of all the sun which was 

jumping and dancing around highlighting 

different aspects of God’s amazing creation. It 

was absolutely wonderful. What a treat. I was 

in my own little bit of heaven!”  

Karen O’Hara 
getting ready for 
winter! 

Dancing Nancy seen here 
on national television 

Dancing Nancy 
appears on 
television 
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Sunday 11th October 2020 was a very special day for me.  

One year, seven postponements and countless diets after it should have 
happened, I finally got to climb onto the top wing of a bi-plane and fly over the 
Yorkshire countryside. 

I did this to raise much needed funds for Parkinson’s UK. It was for this reason 
that I now get the chance to say 
‘thank you very much’ for the 
support that the good people of 
Otley Parish Church have given 
me.  

You know my mum and dad, 
Margaret and John, but 
probably don’t know me yet. 
Your kind donations have 
helped me raise the wonderful 
sum of £3,300. 

I had a real ball on that 
Wingwalk but I got just as much 
pleasure in sending this sum of 
money to the Parkinson’s 
charity. Thank you for the part 
you have played in this. 

Richard Parkin  
Richard in the sky at a dodgy angle! 
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The Macmillan World’s Biggest Coffee Morning held at The Old 
Masons Arms in Otley at the end of September went amazingly well 
despite all the Covid-19 restrictions, and raised a very encouraging 
sum of money.  

We were blessed with a window of fine weather, so the sun was shining 
and there was no rain for which we were incredibly grateful. We did though 
have to deal with strong winds. We had paper plates to use as I knew there 
would be little opportunity during the day to do any washing up. Fortunately, 
I had bought plenty of them as they were soon flying around like frisbees all 
over the garden! Just hours after the coffee morning/afternoon finished the 
Covid restrictions were tightened at midnight and had the event been 
planned for the next day it couldn’t have happened at all, and Macmillan 
would have lost many thousands of pounds as coffee mornings all over the 
country would have had to be cancelled. 
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We had half-hourly slots for up to six visitors at a time who were able to 
sit appropriately self-distanced while sitting on our drive around two tables 
pushed together. This worked well, though I had to prise people out of their 
chairs so I could clean up ready for the next group arriving! There were lots 
of cakes and other goodies, most of which were donated by friends, and we 
had a plant and produce stall too. The coffee morning was followed (after a 
lunch break!) by afternoon tea with scones. 

There were QR codes to enable people to donate online if they preferred, 
and many opted to Gift Aid their donations which added a further 25%. 
Everyone was very generous - and the final total raised of £529.50 was 
wonderful! Thank you everyone! 

Meg Morton  
(Otley Parish Church Bell Ringer)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Do you have any snippets of family news from the past 
that you might like to share? Maybe an old photograph, an 
encouraging piece from a newspaper, something special 
that a family member may have achieved, or just 
something memorable? We’d love to hear from you. 

⚫ This month we have two separate family links to news from the 
past. The first is from our church magazine editor Stephen Hey, and 
the second is from Glynis and Barry Milner. 

Firstly, Stephen shares a letter from The Yorkshire Post, dated 13 March 
1954, that his mother wrote in response to a pastoral letter by the 
Archbishop of York that was reported in several newspapers a few days 
before. He came across his mother’s letter quite by chance through the 
website British Newspaper Archive while doing family history research.  

On the 150th birthday of the British and Foreign Bible Society the 
Archbishop of York issued through his pastoral letter a call for a return to 
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Bible reading. The Bible, Dr Garbett said, is no longer read in this country 
as it once was. To many people it is an unknown book. The Yorkshire 
Post leader column said the Archbishop’s words will recall to many 
people the family custom of their youth when the household would gather 
round the fire at bedtime for the Bible reading. This daily habit made a 
deep impression on many young minds and hearts, and has always 
exerted an influence, not always acknowledged or even suspected, on 
the lives of those who took part in it.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir – It was heartening to 
read the Yorkshire Post’s 
article affirming the value of 
Bible reading as emphasised 
by the Archbishop of York in 
his recent pastoral letter 
appeal. 

There must of course still be 
very many people who do read 
daily from the Bible (believing 
this spiritual food to be as 
important as their daily bread) 
and derive untold benefit from 
the habit. But I feel there are 
probably many others who, 
while acknowledging the 
wisdom of such a habit, have 
never made a start. For any 
such people, may I suggest 
that The Scripture Union (5, 
Wigmore Street, London W1) 
have some very useful little 
booklets for the adult, teenage 
or junior reader, which set out   
short daily Bible readings 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Daily Bible Reading 
 

and also give helpful explan-
ations on each passage. 

Your leader column recalled 
the old custom of family prayers 
and Bible readings, and referred 
to the good and far-reaching 
influence this undoubtedly had on 
the children. How encouraging it 
would be to see this custom 
returning. Let us, in fact, hope that 
the Archbishop’s call will stir many 
parents to action! 

My own humble suggestion is 
for a short passage of Scripture to 
be read aloud each morning at the 
family breakfast-table, followed by 
a short prayer. What better start to 
each new day – and what better 
foundation for the children on 
which to build their lives? 
Yours very truly, 

 
MOLLY HEY 

Falkland Cottage, Falkland 
Mount, Moortown, Leeds 7 
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The second family link to news from the past 
is from Barry and Glynis about finding 
something at home that they thought was lost. 

Have you had times over the past few 
months where you have been sorting through 

cupboards and drawers and asking yourself, “Why on earth did we save 
this?” or indeed, “What is it?” We certainly have! However, we have also 
found a few ‘treasures’ along the way which we thought were lost for ever 
and for which we’ve been very thankful to find again. 

One such day for me was on Sunday 27th September which happened 
to be World Refugee Day. I was sorting through past Church Magazines 
and found a piece written by our daughter Naomi way back in 2002 whilst 
she was at Leicester University. Here is what she wrote: 

I am a student volunteer at Leicester University helping with a 
group called ‘Student Action for Refugees’ – STAR. This aims 
to promote awareness of refugee issues, to support refugees in 
the local and inter-national community and campaigns for the 

rights of refugees. I read this poem in the Refugee Council’s magazine, 
‘In Exile’. – Naomi Milner 

 

REFUGEE 

by Rubimbo Bungwe, aged 14,  

from Zimbabwe, 2002 

So I have a new name – refugee. 

Strange that a name should take away from me 
My past, my personality and hope, 
Strange refuge this. 
So many seem to share this name – refugee 

Yet we share so many differences. 

I find no comfort in my new name. 
I long to share my past, restore my pride, 
To show, I too, in time, will offer more  
Than I have borrowed. 
For now the comfort that I seek 
Resides in the old yet new name  

I would choose – friend. 
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I wonder whether Rubimbo and others like him have been given the 
chance ‘to show, I too, in time, will offer more than I have borrowed’? We 
hope and pray they have. 

As Graham Buttanshaw said in his recent sermon on Sunday 4th 
October, “It is the Lord’s people knocking on our door, looking for refuge, 
help and compassion”. 

Ephesians 2:19-20: Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 
strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 
household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 

I wonder how many ‘cornerstones’ are being rejected today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page | 25  

 
Otley Parish Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIEGE - 1 
 

Every Church should have a Norman! You know, the one who can be 
relied on to keep the place running; moving chairs, setting up for 
meetings, working the printer and mowing the lawn! The trouble was 
Norman was in hospital and the front lawn was beginning to look like a 
meadow. So, one free evening I decided to get the mower out and do it 
myself! 

Across from the front of the church was a row of very tall buildings with 
shops on the ground floor and 3 floors of living accommodation above. 
Over 10 years the buildings had changed hands and were now mostly 
Asian shops and kebab takeaways. 

Halfway through the mowing a number of police cars roared up in front of 
one shop and battle dressed police broke down a door and rushed in. As 
I stood there with my mouth wide open a handcuffed young man was 
hustled out. As they were trying to get him into a police car at least a 
dozen cars loaded with young Asian men screeched to a halt surrounding 
the police cars and started to try to pull the arrestee away from the police. 
It seems the young man had got a message on a mobile phone to one of  

Revd Stewart Hartley 

It Shouldn’t 

Happen To 
A Vicar 

(But It Did)! 
This is the thirteenth in a 

series of interesting articles by  

Stewart Hartley,  

now retired and a member of  

Otley Parish Church 
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his mates. Within a couple of minutes more police arrived and things 
began to turn very nasty! 

I decided at that point to make a strategic withdrawal, abandoned the 
lawn mower and dashed into church and bolted the stout oak door. 
Unless I mounted the tower, it was impossible to see what was 
happening but I thought I was better employed on my knees praying for 
peace to descend; which is what I did. 

Half an hour or so later I ventured out and all was peaceful. It was as if 
nothing had ever happened. I went back to finish the lawn and then left 
for home. 

The incident was reported in the weekly local paper. The young man it 
seemed was a drug dealer. Whatever was our town coming to? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS CHURCH MAGAZINE  
will soon be here! 

We would love you to contribute to it. Maybe… 

► a family member’s special birthday, a wedding anniversary  

     photo, or other family news. A family link to news from the past? 

► a personally written Christmas poem or story 

► how Christmas is going to feel this year for you 

► how you have found being back at ‘live’ Church 

► a Christmas gift in the past that still means a lot to you 

► anything else about Christmas you’d like to contribute 

Please send whatever you can to: stephenhey01@gmail.com  

by Sunday 22nd November. Thank you!  

mailto:stephenhey01@gmail.com
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Extract from 

Wharfedale & Airedale Observer 

Friday 28 March 1884  

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH. 

To the Editor of the Observer. 

Dear Sir, – I am glad to learn that at last the Parish Church of Otley is 

about to undergo the necessary and desirable process of cleaning and 

renovation. It has for a long time been in a state of its sacred and time-

hallowed character and has been a reflection upon the piety and zeal of 

its worshippers. 

I trust that while the churchwardens are carrying out this laudable 

work of cleaning they will not overlook that appendage of the material 

building, the venerable clerk, whose appearance has been in perfect 

keeping with the church in relation to its dirty and neglected aspect. 

I venture, therefore, to suggest that in the specifications which will be 

submitted to those who may tender for the work in the church, that a 

new suit of clothes and decent linen garments to match, together with a 

modicum of soap and towels, should be included in the specifications, for 

the verger’s use. 

I am, dear sir, – ONE OF THE CONGREGATION. 
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Vicar 

Revd Graham Buttanshaw g.buttanshaw@gmail.com  01943 462240 

Associate Ministers 
Revd Roger Dedman rogerjdedman@talktalk.net 01943 467540 
Revd Stewart Hartley sr.hartley47@gmail.com 01943 464106 
Revd John Parkin jamparkin@talktalk.net 01943 466895 

Readers 

Janet Buttanshaw buttanshawje@gmail.com 01943 462240 

Jackie Hird hirds@phonecoop.coop 01943 462858 

Churchwardens 

Kevin Keefe kevin@keefe.org.uk 01943 466177

   07722 999818 

Barry Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472  

Deputy Churchwarden 

Barbara Nicholls babs.nicholls@gmail.com 07747 848074 

PCC Secretary 

Rosemary Ellen rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 01943 467646 

PCC Treasurer 

Norman Barr otleybarrs@googlemail.com 01943 464382 

Baptism Co-ordinator 

Glynis Milner barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 01943 462472 

Safeguarding Officer  

Jenny Liston jenny@otleyparishchurch.org 07743 330264 

Church Magazine Editor  

Stephen Hey stephenhey01@gmail.com 01943 969624 

 

 

Otley Parish Church 
Kirkgate ⚫ Otley ⚫ West Yorkshire 

Church Administrator: Vacant 

Church Office: “The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS 

N.B. The office is currently closed. 
You may leave a message on the church answerphone on  

01943 465927 or email info@otleyparishchurch.org 

See the Church Website for details of services and a link to streamed 
services on our YouTube Channel: www.otleyparishchurch.org 

@otleyallsaints                       @otleyparishchurch 

mailto:g.buttanshaw@gmail.com
mailto:jamparkin@talktalk.net
mailto:buttanshawje@gmail.com
mailto:hirds@phonecoop.coop
mailto:barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com
http://www.otleyparishchurch.org/
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Otley Parish Church 

Groups and Activities 

 

 

Beer Festival Allan Boddy 01943 466182 

Bell Ringers  Meg Morton  01943 461836 

Craftynuts Craft Group Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Flower Arranging Val Tait 01943 464032 

Knit and Natter Jo Briscoe 01943 466515 

Little Rascals / Baby Rascals  Eileen Barr 01943 464382 

      Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

Local to Global     Rosemary Hartley 01943 464106 

Messy Church Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Music Groups 

Worship Singing Team &  

ACTIVATE Band     Rick Mayers 07745 387446 

     richardmayers87@gmail.com 

Church Band & 

Church Choir Pam Beck 01943 462283 

Newall Ladies Fellowship Val Tait 01943 464032 

Open House Church Office 01943 465927 

Scrapbooking Lynne Barber 01943 466493 

Steel Magnolias Shirley Parker 01943 466956 

Sunday Club and 7up Janet Buttanshaw 01943 462240 

Sustainability Group Dave Cherry 01943 463896 

Uniformed Groups Bev and Mark Rothery 01943 467016 

Welcome & Hospitality Jackie Hird 01943 462858 

Youth Group Martyn Smith 07703 662016 
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WHO ARE WE? 

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH – the oldest building 
in Otley – is at the heart of our town and, for 
over 1,000 years, people have been gathering 
here for worship and significant family and 
community events. “There is a place for 
everyone, with Christ at the centre of it all.” 

We are a gathering place for pilgrims on a 
journey of discovery, kindling hope as we go, 
helping one another to be more fully alive to 
the wonders, joys and sorrows of life. We’d 
love you to share the journey with us.  

We want to grow in numbers, in spiritual 
commitment to Christ and in service to our 
local community. 

Join us in worshipping God together on 
Sundays and in daily life; be with us as we 
study and discern how to use the Bible in the 
21st century; learn with us what it is to be 
21st century disciples following Jesus and 
help us, with the other churches in the town, 
to bring good news to Otley and far beyond. 
 


