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OTLEY PARISH CHURCH 
– the oldest building in 
Otley – is at the heart of our 
town and, for over 1,000 
years, people have been 
gathering here for worship, 
significant family as well as 
community events. “There is 
a place for everyone, with 
Christ at the centre of it all.” 

We are a gathering place for 
pilgrims on a journey of 
discovery, kindling hope as 
we go, helping one another 
to be more fully alive to the 
wonders, joys and sorrows of 
life. We’d love you to share 
the journey with us. 

We want to grow in numbers, 
in spiritual commitment to 
Christ, and in service to our 
local community. 

Join us in worshipping God 
together on Sundays and in 
daily life; be with us as we 
study and discern how to use 
the Bible in the 21st century; 
learn with us what it is to be 
21st century disciples 
following Jesus and help us, 
with other churches in the 
town, to bring good news to 
Otley and far beyond. 
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Welcome to our ‘new look’ magazine. 
 
Why a new look? Why change something that has been well established and 
appreciated for several years? One thing we know for certain is that nothing 
stands still for long. Things do change. They change throughout the world, they 
change here in Otley and even here at Otley Parish Church. Things change 
because we love to move forward and experience new things. 
 

So what is different about our new look magazine? Firstly, it won’t be known as 
a magazine anymore. It will be called . Believe it or not it has been 

called  for three years but only one person, as far as I recall, has 
ever referred to it as that! 
 

Also, we’ve now freshened it up with a new and more modern design and 
layout. It’s more attractive, there is more space, the typefaces are more 
appealing, the margins are wider. All of this makes for an easier reading 
experience. And there will be some new and fascinating articles too. It should 
inspire, challenge and tell you things you didn’t know you needed to know. 
 

Start turning the pages now and you will soon find out all that the new look  
 has to offer. I hope you enjoy reading it. As always I shall welcome 

your thoughts and would love to hear from you with suggestions for features 
you would like to see included in future issues.  

 
Stephen Hey 
stephenhey01@gmail.com 

mailto:stephenhey01@gmail.com
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I wonder if you’ve had a chance to see the new 

display of our Anglian cross pieces in the 

Church? They date from the 8th century. 

There is still some work to do on the display 

but it is well worth a visit now. 

I think it was our displays that got me 

thinking about Celtic crosses – that and St 

Patrick’s Day. I was first struck by Celtic 

crosses on a boating holiday on the 

Shannon river in Ireland, when we stopped at 

Clonmacnoise, the site of a monastery founded 

in the 6th century. And the setting for some of the 

oldest Celtic crosses in Ireland (probably from the 9th century), such as 

the Cross of the Scriptures (see photo below). 

There is a theory that it was St Patrick (in the 5th 

century) who made the Celtic cross a powerful 

symbol for Christian faith as he preached the gospel 

in Ireland. The circle on the cross is said to be the 

sun, a formerly pagan symbol superimposed on the 

cross of Christ. In doing so, he boldly brought 

together the Celtic/pagan focus on creation and the 

unique redemptive work of Christ on the cross. The 

carved scenes on the faces of the cross tell the 

Christian story, alongside Irish culture/history/legend. 

Like most stories about St Patrick, it’s unlikely to be 

historically true, but it nevertheless represents the Christian faith that the 

missionary St Patrick preached and lived. He challenged pagan practices 

on many counts but certainly honoured ways of relating to God through 

the created world. 

Easter is a time for us to be brave in the way that St Patrick was brave. It 

is not enough to honour the creation. Like him we are to preach Christ 

crucified and risen. Without this there is no gospel. Creation does indeed 

reveal God’s “eternal power and divine nature” (Romans 1:20) but we 

need the revelation of Christ and the Scriptures, and his Spirit and the 

Christian community to guide us. 



 3 

I may have said this before (!) but to me it doesn’t make sense to believe 

in the God who made the universe (and perhaps many universes) and yet 

struggle to believe that the same God can bring about the resurrection of 

Jesus, our resurrection and the healing of creation. These latter things 

seem to me no harder than creating the whole universe! 

It’s true that we do not know or understand how God can do resurrection, 

how he can transform our dead-ness and recreate us from the dust that 

we will have become. But neither do we know or understand how God has 

made the universe. There may indeed have been a Big Bang but it can 

hardly have been the first thing, self-created. Creation and resurrection 

are both mysteries. 

So let us celebrate the evidence we do have that Jesus rose from the dead 

– as witnessed in the gospels, and as the most likely explanation of what 

happened. And through the inner confirmation of the Comforter, the Holy 

Spirit, by whom we know we are God’s children.   

The coronavirus pandemic has cruelly underlined our mortality, taken 

away our loved ones and highlighted our fear of death. But Jesus is the 

light of the world, shining in our darkness, and so we have a gospel to 

proclaim. Jesus came “to free those who all their lives were held in slavery 

by their fear of death” (Hebrews 2:15). 

We do not seek to minimise the pain and trauma of the virus and the grief 

that is being experienced. We honour the extraordinary science and human 

endeavour that has produced a number of effective vaccines to combat the 

virus. We honour the sacrificial work of so many who have been heroic in 

the service of others, and we look to play our part in that. Yet ultimately we 

do not see death as a defeat. We see that death has been defeated. 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? … No… I am 

convinced that neither life nor death… nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord (Romans 8:35-39). 

Happy Easter!  

With love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graham Buttanshaw - Vicar 
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LORD, we lift our hearts to 
you. As the dawn breaks, 
may we carry the unity we 
share into every moment 
knowing that we are one with 
the risen Christ.  

Lord, we lift our 
eyes to you. As the sun 
rises, may this 
moment stay with us, 
reminding us to look 
for the beautiful 
colours of promise in 
your word. 

Lord, we lift our 
prayers to you. As the 
dew air falls, may we 
breathe this morning 

in and know that like the earth, you sustain us, keep us 
and work within us always.  

And so, we lift our voices to you. We celebrate the 
greatest day in history, when Jesus rose from death, 
defeated darkness and bathed the world in stunning 
resurrection light. May we ever live to praise you! Amen. 

– Unknown  
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Three of the Church of England Lent Reflections this year have focused on 
the parables of the Lost Coin, the Lost Sheep and the Lost Son. Each is 
familiar to us but they always reveal something new when we re-read them. 

This Lent the words LOST and LOSS seem to have had a greater meaning and made 
me look with fresh eyes on these stories Jesus told to us. 

In the dictionary the words have many meanings. The ones that stood out to me were: 
“to be deprived of”, “to be separated from”; “to become unable to find”; “to go astray”. 

Many have suffered the loss of their loved ones this last 12 months, and have been 
deprived of and separated physically from those closest to them who could share their 
pain and give them the most comfort. 

Many of us have been separated from our families, missing hugs and kisses that mean 
so much. 

We have all in some ways found life hard, being unable to concentrate for long periods, 
not being able to plan ahead, with our minds drifting and thoughts going astray, and 
the inner peace we all need so much being hard to find in the turbulence around us. 

Many have lost their jobs, their security and self-esteem. I thought of the lost son – 
what sort of homecoming was he expecting after he had gone astray and how his 
searing loss of self-esteem made him feel? Then my mind drifted from the words “loss” 
and “lost” to the words “found” and “gained”. We have gained the gift of time to reflect 
and rethink, to dream of a better world post-Covid. We have found that as St David 
wisely said, “small things matter”: kindness, forgiveness, gratitude, sharing and caring 
and having had the gift of time to realise with fresh insight these small things really are 
the big things after all – the vital firm foundations on which to rebuild our world and 
cherish our brothers and sisters. 

And… like the Lost Son we have been found and forgiven, like the Lost Coin we are 
each of the greatest value to God, Like the Lost Sheep we all go astray but our loving 
shepherd joyfully welcomes us back again and again. 

I have found these lines from a hymn of last week so comforting, “I looked at Jesus and 
I found in him my star and sun”. I am holding onto those words as each day begins for 
me, especially when I’m feeling a bit lost and wondering what day it is! 
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Wherever you are on your journey with the Bible, this new 
monthly series provided by the Bible Society will help bring the 
Bible to life in your home, church or housegroup.  
 

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is at the heart of the 

Christian faith. Mark 16.6 tells us that when the broken-hearted 
women went to the tomb after the crucifixion, an angel told them: 'He 
is not here – he has been raised!' (GNB).   

The Romans, the Jewish leaders and the mob had all done their 
worst. Jesus had suffered the most humiliating and painful death 

known in ancient times. But in raising Jesus from the dead, God had 
shown that his power was greater even than death. He had 
demonstrated that everything Jesus had said about himself was true. 

The Romans wanted to make Jesus into a sign of horror, an object 
lesson in what happened when someone broke the rules. God made 

him into a sign of hope.   

In doing that, he offered hope for everyone. One of the most powerful 
challenges of the resurrection was to the idea that the world belonged 

to the rich, powerful and successful people. No, God says: it belongs 
to those who humbly believe and trust in Jesus. So, someone who is 

poor, sick or insignificant in the eyes of the world is loved and 
honoured by God more than kings and emperors.   

As Paul says in his great passage on resurrection in 1 Corinthians 

15.57, 'Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ!’ (GNB).  

 

Reproduced by permission. 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/GNB/Mark/16/highlight:6/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/GNB/1Cor/15/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/GNB/1Cor/15/
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One of the passages that we looked at this year during the Lent season of 
Bible studies was in Mark’s Gospel, chapter 8 verses 27 to 38. It’s a tough 
passage where Jesus speaks some very strong thoughts. 

Jesus asked what they understood about who he is with an opener question enquiring 
what other people were saying. Then he asks his disciples, “who do you say that I 
am?” Peter answers – very likely as spokesman for the group (as he tended to do), – 
“You are the Christ.” 

Then it says that he began to teach them about how he, the Son of Man, will suffer. 
Peter pipes up again, counselled by his own inner thought (and again very likely as a 
spokesman) and gives Jesus a sound telling off. Maybe we find it tough to read Jesus’ 
response in which he seems to be calling Peter ‘Satan’. 

My belief is that in this crucial moment Jesus was addressing the invisible influences 
that were pulling on the minds of his disciples and maybe took Jesus back to his 
temptation to ‘gain the world’ in his wilderness temptations. Still they had 
expectations that he would be a leader who would deliver their nation from the 
occupying Romans. Also, of course, they were grieved at the thought of losing their 
friend and guide. 

A little later Jesus speaks to his disciples to ‘take up their cross’ and so makes the 
stakes of loyalty to him very high. He speaks about ‘gaining the whole world’ at the 
expense of ‘losing one’s soul’. The temptation to aim for power and influence by 
principles other than Christ’s is a big deal. Aiming for those transforms our soul into 
what it was never meant to be. “What good is there in that - what will that make you 
become?” says Jesus.  

Chapters 8 to 10 of Mark’s Gospel make an interesting read. It was the last few 
months when the disciples were journeying with Jesus before he died. A thread that 
runs through this is Jesus trying to get them to understand – to ‘GET IT’.  

Preceding this Lent reading, when Jesus was trying to teach the disciples about the 
insidious (yeast like) infiltration of religious power structures, they thought he was 
telling them off because they’d forgotten the lunch! 
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Just before our Lent passage he does a miracle. They had come to Bethsaida and he 
heals a blind man. It was a two-stage healing. First stage – he sees but not clearly. 
Second stage – it says the restoration of his sight was complete – he ‘GOT IT!’ 

The healing strikes me as a bit like a parable. Think of what follows. By this time the 
disciples ‘SAW’ that Jesus is the Messiah – the sent one from God. But their ‘SIGHT’ 
was only partial. They needed a further touch to UNDERSTAND, not only that he IS 
the Christ but ‘what kind of Christ?’ 

Interestingly, chapters 8 to 10 end with another healing – blind Bartimaeus in 
Jericho. One stage! It says he was “immediately given sight and followed Jesus on 
the road” – and where was that heading? 

So, I’ve been thinking afresh about what Christ is like.  

It’s likely that the disciples were very influenced by the political and ideas 
environment of their times. I wonder if it’s possible that we – sincerely believing that 
he is Christ – sometimes need another ‘eye-opener’.  

Maybe we are offended by and struggle with Jesus talking truth to contrary power, as 
he did to Peter. Maybe we might be too easily tempted to reduce Christ to a nice man 
and make our Christianity into being nice and not very challenging. 

As our news from around the world speaks of conflict and power struggles, injustice 
and uprisings, let’s pray that we and our world will ‘GET IT’ – what kind of Christ is 
he? That might be a tough call. 

In this Easter season perhaps we can re-visit our thinking about him. John’s Gospel 
chapter 1 vs 14 – familiar to many of us, reads:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wharfe Meadows Park, Otley 
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The anticipation of all those chocolate Easter eggs can be almost too 

much! When the big day finally arrives, these are some sweet ways you 

can help children understand why they have received Easter eggs, and 

explain the Easter story while enjoying the chocolate too. 

An Easter Egg Story…  
for anyone old enough to eat chocolate! 

Here’s a fun way to connect chocolate Easter eggs with the story of 

Easter from the Bible.  

Sit down together and enjoy peeling the foil wrapping off a 
hollow chocolate egg. Hold the egg in your hand. 

Jesus’ tomb was a bit like this egg – with the big stone rolled 
against the tomb entrance. Inside it must have been dark and 
cramped. It’s as if the darkness makes it still Good Friday, the day 
that Jesus died. 

But on the first Easter day, Jesus came alive again, and burst out 
of the tomb. Good Friday is broken once and for all, and new life is 
set free.  

At this point, feel free to smash the egg and start easting 
the pieces. While you eat, keep going with thinking through 
the story. 

But the trouble was, that nobody saw it happen. The soldiers who 
were guarding the tomb had fainted in fear, and the next thing we 
know, Mary arrives at Jesus’ tomb and finds that it’s empty. The 
actual moment of the resurrection happened in private. All that 
excitement and joy and nobody to share it… 
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On Easter Sunday we focus on Mary’s story. There in the garden, 
the resurrection had already happened, but she was trapped in her 
own Good Friday – her grief and sadness kept her in the dark. 

If you have another chocolate egg, peel off the wrapping 
together and hold it in your hand. 

Just like the first egg, it’s like Good Friday is still happening. It still 
felt like Good Friday to Mary. 

When we read Mary’s story we can tell the exact moment when the 
resurrection happened for her – it’s when Jesus calls her name and 
she recognised him. Suddenly all her sadness is turned to joy. 
Mary’s Good Friday is gone once and for all; the new life is set free 
in her. 

You can smash and eat your second egg now. 

Over the next few weeks, churches all over the world read more 
stories of how Jesus’ friends discovered that he was alive again: 
their own Good Fridays turned to Easter, all in different ways. 

If you have lots of eggs, you could use these stories to help 
you eat them:  

⚫ Thomas’s Good Friday was all about doubt, but his doubt turned 
to new faith and confidence when he saw Jesus for himself. 

⚫ Jesus’ closest friends were trapped in a Good Friday because 
they were afraid, but Jesus came to them and said: ‘Peace be with 
you’, and all their fear disappeared. 

⚫ Some good friends of Jesus were on a journey when Jesus met 
them on the road, and helped them understand what had 
happened; he stayed with them for supper and as he broke the 
bread to share, they recognised him. Their Good Friday confusion 
turned to Easter recognition. 

⚫ Sometimes we can get stuck in Good Friday too – you could use 
this prayer (perhaps as you eat a little bit more chocolate) to help 
you enjoy the new life of Easter – or pray it for people you know 
who are having a hard time at the moment: 

Dear Jesus, 
Be with us in our Good Fridays,  
and lead us into the new life of Easter Day. 
Amen. 

© The Church of England 
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I was born in 1961 in St Helens, Merseyside, and grew up there too.  

I went locally to Bleak Hill Primary School and then to Rainford High School (this 
was the first year of comprehensive education in this area). 

Having decided quite early that I wanted to teach, I went to The College of St Paul 
and St Mary in Cheltenham, to do a B.Ed. degree. 

I met Graham in Juba in South Sudan in 1986. I had gone to Sudan with CMS 
(Church Mission Society) and Graham had gone to Sudan six months earlier with 
CMS Ireland. He was doing logistics. I was teaching Christian Education and English 
at Juba Girls High School. We were both serving as part of ACROSS - the 
Association of Christian Resource Organisations Serving Sudan 
(interdenominational). It was a real privilege to be part of an organisation with 

Hello Janet! 

Some of us know you very well. 

Others may know you by sight but 

not really know much about you 

other than you’re the wife of our 

vicar! We would love to find out 

more about you. So, will you 

please answer a few questions 

that will help us to get to know 

you a little better?  

Thank you! 
 
 When were you born and where did you grow up?  

Where did you go to school?  

Did you go to College or University?  

When and where did you meet Graham?  
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people from a number of different Christian agencies all over the world who had 
come together to work with the church in Sudan.  

We have two sons, Mark and Tim. Mark (30) is married to Louisa. They live in Woking, 
Surrey. He is a civil servant in the Ministry of Justice; Louisa has recently qualified as a 
Clinical Psychologist.  Tim (21) is at Bath University doing a degree in physics. 

I have one brother who lives in Gloucester. 

I grew up in a Christian family, going to Christ Church Eccleston, St Helens. I 
particularly remember one evening at youth group when some folk were visiting for a 
special evening of sharing their testimonies and speaking about people making a 
commitment to Christ for themselves. I went home that night and asked the Lord 
that if I'm not a Christian now, I do want to be. It was my faith, not just my family’s.  

My main occupation has been as a teacher. I have taught in a variety of school 
settings and enjoyed each of them for which I'm very thankful. In 2014 I started 
work at Leeds Minster as their Education Officer. It was a role I thoroughly enjoyed, 
and it was a real privilege to be able to work in developing links across the city of 
Leeds, with schools and in other faith communities. Unfortunately, this role was 
made redundant during the Covid pandemic. Fortunately, one of the schools (St 
Peter’s in Leeds), with whom I had worked quite closely were very keen to offer me 
some teaching on a regular basis. The demographic is very different to Otley – at 
least 99% of the children come from BAME backgrounds (Black, Asian and Minority 
Ethnic). Since January this year, I have also been teaching at All Saints Primary 
School here in Otley on a Friday morning. 

Graham and I came to Otley in October 1999. 

Before coming to Otley Graham and I had been in Northern Uganda working with 
Sudanese refugees. Mark was 4-years-old when we first went to Uganda and during 
that time I home schooled him. Having been told it would be unlikely we'd be able to 
have another child it was great when Tim came along but I had to be in England for 
his birth. We thought we might have been returning to Uganda but shortly after he 
was born it became apparent that was not going to be possible. We had had some 
contact with the Bishop of Bradford, and he had told Graham he would be very 
happy for him to come and work in the diocese. Otley had had an interregnum of 18 

How many children do you have?  

Do you have any brothers or sisters?  

When did you become a Christian?  

What is your occupation and where do you work?  

How long have you and Graham been living in Otley?  

Where were you living before coming to Otley?  
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months before we came. I like to think it was waiting for us! 

I suppose a lot of my involvement at OPC has been focused on children and young 
people. So, I help co-ordinate Sunday Club and Messy Church. Since becoming a 
Reader (licenced lay minister) I have also had a significant role in the development of 
our Explore Together services. I'm also involved in a home group and various other 
bits and pieces! 

Different passages have been important to me at different times but verses I have 
often come back to are Proverbs 3:5,6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will direct 
your paths.”   

Lots! Different ones at different times… when we got married we chose, ‘The Servant 
King” by Graham Kendrick – “This is our God the Servant King, who calls us now to 
follow Him, to bring our lives as a daily offering of worship to the Servant King”. It 
was a new song then! 

I like listening to a variety of music. If I had to choose something right now it would 
be the beautiful “Benedictus” from “The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace” by Welsh 
composer Karl Jenkins. I also enjoy listening to John Rutter’s arrangements. Musical 
theatre is also something I enjoy, especially Les Misérables. 

Again, an eclectic taste – perhaps Eva Cassidy, Adele, Phil Collins, Billy Joel… 

I had piano lessons while growing up and sometimes I enjoy playing but only for 
myself. I'm not very good! 

I've loved getting to know Yorkshire since we moved to Otley. I guess there are still a 
lot of places I haven't been to. I’ve especially enjoyed being able to walk on the Chevin 
and in various parts of Wharfedale. So, I think I've got to say this is my favourite part. 

Having travelled in Africa I’d certainly go back to the coast in Kenya. Maybe also a 
visit to Australia or New Zealand. For any holiday I certainly enjoy the shining sun! 

What are you involved in at OPC – not just during Covid?  

Do you have a favourite verse of Scripture?  

Do you have a favourite Christian hymn or song?  

Do you like classical music – a favourite piece?  

What about modern songs or music?  

Can you play a musical instrument?  

Do you have a favourite part of Yorkshire you like to visit?  

A holiday somewhere regardless of expense?  
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Too hard to choose! Perhaps a children’s book - ‘The Wheel on the School” by 
Meindert De Jong or ‘The Silver Sword” by Ian Serraillier. Recently I enjoyed ‘The 
House at Riverton” by Kate Morton. I loved the film version of “Sense and 
Sensibility” by Jane Austen. During Lent, I read “Christ in the Wilderness” by 
Stephen Cottrell. He reflects on paintings by Stanley Spencer. It proved to be very 
thought provoking.  

There is never a shortage of things to do but I enjoy doing Sudoku puzzles and find 
them quite relaxing. I have also started sewing in the last couple of years which is 
absorbing, and I have to focus on what I’m doing at the time. I also love swimming. 

That's hard to say, but homemade… perhaps roast chicken or maybe salmon. To 
follow, sticky toffee pudding or raspberry cheesecake or something with chocolate. 
Currently, a real treat would be to share a meal with other people! 

Blessed. 

 
 
 
 
Graham says his first memory of me was of my legs which were very white but full of 
very red marks because I had a bad reaction to being bitten by insects!  

Owing to the civil war in Sudan, the ACROSS staff were asked to leave the country by 
the Khartoum government because they did not want news of what was happening to 
be publicised more widely; this would have happened with expatriates around.  

Graham initially returned to Ireland but within four months we got married in my 
home church in Eccleston. Shortly after that, Graham started training for ordination 
at St John’s College in Nottingham. After three years there we moved to Liverpool, 
where Graham was ordained and did a curacy.  

After three years in Liverpool, although he had enjoyed parish ministry more than he 
had imagined, we felt that we should return to work with the Sudanese church. CMS 
sent us to northern Uganda where we lived and worked amongst Sudanese refugees. 
It was from northern Uganda that we then came to Otley. 

Is there a book you especially enjoyed reading? 

A  hobby or something you enjoy doing to relax?  

A favourite meal – 2 or even 3 courses?  

Which one word describes your life right now?  

A little more about Janet – and Graham too! 
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“The Lord your God is with 
you, he is mighty to save. 

He will take great delight in 
you, he will quiet you with 

his love, he will rejoice over 
you with singing” 

Zephaniah 3 v 17 (NIV) 

It has taken me a while to 

choose my favourite verse – I 
changed my mind every day 

and realised that I could fill 
the whole of this month’s  

with my choices! So I 

decided to share a verse that 

made my heart soar when I 
first read it after hearing the 

words of a song by Matt 
Redman called, ‘The Father’s 
Love’, twenty years ago. Here 

we read of almighty God 
singing love songs over us!! 

For he is a loving Father, 
cradling us in his arms, 

delighting in us and singing 
his love songs to comfort and 

soothe us especially in difficult 
times. 

 

KAREN O’HARA 
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In the ‘Hetty Wainthropp Investigates’ episode of this feature 
(September 2020) you may recall that I took on a neighbouring 

Parish, which was where they had recently had to demolish their 
church. A new Church School had been built and part of the old 

school building was being used as a Worship Centre where for 
about a year the Curate, the Lady Minister and I led Sunday 
morning services. Then I began to notice a white dust which began 

to settle on the Communion table. It very quickly reappeared 
shortly each time after it was swept away. What was it? What was 

causing it? Over time I had developed a good relationship with the 
Diocesan Architect and so I asked him for his advice. 

Richard came over one afternoon and looked over the building. As 

his visit progressed his face became more serious. Pulling a panel 
away from a wall revealed a mass of dry rot. My heart sank. 

Finding a ladder, he examined one of the main roof trusses. As he 
probed about little bits of wood began to fall! “It’s rotten”, he 
shouted down and quickly descended the ladder. “My advice is to 

call the Archdeacon and we will issue a closure notice.” It said, 

NO ONE MUST ENTER THE BUILDING FOR ANY REASON 

You can imagine the response of the emergency PCC Meeting – 

Revd Stewart Hartley 

It Shouldn’t 

Happen To 
A Vicar 

(But It Did)! 
This is the fifteenth in a series 

of interesting articles by  

Stewart Hartley,  

now retired and a member of  

Otley Parish Church 

THE PIED PIPER 
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there was anger, tears and despair. Most of the members were 

determined to keep going by using the local Community Hall but a 
few said, “let’s go to St P***” (my first church). 

Shortly after the PCC Meeting, I met with the Archdeacon and he 
said, “Can you do it again?” “Do what again”, I asked? “Build a new 
Church”, he replied! “If you can raise half of the funds, we will find 

the other half.” I found myself saying, “yes”. Both PCCs confirmed 
it and planning began. 

The Architect advised early demolition of the school. Permission 
was sought, the Victorian Society was fought off and a demolition 
order was obtained. 

The demolition contractors agreed to take down the building for no 
charge as the stone and slates etc. would cover their costs. So, the 

first answer to prayer came and, ‘praise God’ many other answers 
were soon to follow. 

As the roofs began to be stripped there was a mass exodus of 

many hundreds of mice, and for weeks afterwards surrounding 
residents complained of mice infestations! The Pied Piper was at work!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A PRAYER OF APPROACH TO GOD 

Holy Spirit, when I feel alone,  

I am comforted because You pray with me.  

When I am silenced by suffering,  

I am grateful that You pray through me.  

And Jesus, when I feel helpless,  

I am strengthened because You’re with the Father,  

right now, praying for me.  

Romans chapter 8 verse 34 

 
from  

24-7 Prayer Movement  

LECTIO 365 Devotional Phone App 
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t is now over four years since I began moves to put our stone crosses 

and grave covers on display having been in storage on the mezzanine 

following the reordering of the church. In February 2017 I submitted a 

project enquiry form to the Heritage Lottery Fund asking for about 

£70,000 to allow us to put the fragments on display and fund the related 

activities that were 

needed in order to get a 

grant.  
 

In the end I didn’t pursue 

the application for a grant 

because it became clear 

as the process unfolded 

that the ‘related activities’ 

would have required a 

massive commitment of 

time and effort from a 

large number of members 

of the congregation and I 

felt it was unfair to expect 

this. 

 

At the Heritage Open Days Weekend in 2018 I was informed by one of the 

visitors to the church of a firm in Liverpool called Museum Exhibition 

Services that specialised in the sort of project we wanted to undertake 

and I began a correspondence with Peter Edge and David Whitty from that 

organisation. Eventually, in early 2019, they came over to talk to us and 

to look at the fragments with a view to making suggestions about how 

they could be displayed and what it might cost. 

 

By November 2019 I felt I had everything we needed to submit an 

application for a faculty and I am most grateful to Barry Milner, one of  

our Churchwardens, who then put it together and sent it off. It took a 

while for the faculty to be approved but eventually permission was 

granted on 12th November a year after it had been submitted. 

I 

by Allan Boddy 

Illuminated display of Saxon crosses 

Displaying Our 

Pre-Conquest Stone Fragments 
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Why was it important to put these fragments back on display? The place 

where Otley Parish Church now stands has been a site of Christian 

worship for over 1,300 years and our cross fragments which date from the 

8th to the 11th centuries tell us something about, and link us with, past 

worshippers in the town. 

 

Stone crosses like ours were erected in a variety of locations and appear 

to have served a variety of functions. Some are associated with 

established churches and monasteries and may mark burial places, focal 

points used in religious services or the boundaries of ecclesiastical land-

holdings. Others may have marked route-ways or other gathering points 

for local communities. 

 

Our fragments have lived through turbulent times and received some 

rough treatment. Some of them were scattered around the churchyard 

whilst others had been used as filling in the walls and were recovered 

during Victorian restorations of the church. Since discovery and 

identification the fragments have been put on display in various locations 

in the church including what is now the Parish Room and the area near 

the Fairfax tomb. 

 

And now 

they are on 

display 

again. The 

magnificent 

Evangelists’ 

Cross and 

Dragon 

Cross were 

installed in 

internally lit 

display 

cases 

before 

Christmas 

and the 

remaining four fragments were put on the wall of the south aisle on 

Thursday 11th March this year. We still have the information panels which 

are being designed by Martyn Smith, one of our Church members, to put 

up but it is a great relief to have the fragments on display again. We hope 

that our fragments will now be kept safe and that they will inspire present 

and future generations of worshippers and visitors. We hope to make 

them the central focus of Heritage Open Weekend in September 2021. 

More Saxon cross fragments 
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John very sadly died last month on Friday 19th March  

at the age of 83. He was born on 13th June 1937. 

John officially retired from his role as  

Honorary Curate in 2017. 

He will be hugely missed by us all  

at Otley Parish Church. 
 

 

JOHN and MARGARET PARKIN 
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ANNA LOLASHVILI 
celebrated her 16th birthday 

on 29th March 2021 

AMIE SMITH 
celebrates her 40th birthday 

on 6th April 2021 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
to Pam and Tony Beck 
as they celebrate their 
Golden Wedding 
Anniversary this month. 

They were married 
at Otley Parish Church 
on Easter Monday, 
12th April, 1971 by the 
Revd. Ned Binks, 
Chaplain of St John’s 
College in York, 
assisted by the vicar 
of Otley Parish 
Church, Revd. John 
Clayton. Pam and 
Tony met each other 
while training as 
teachers in York.  

The photo below is 
of Pam and Tony with 
the Otley Parish 
Church choir. Pam 
had been assistant 
organist at the church 
from 1966.  
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You may have heard the birdsong video I sent during the Church 

Online Service on Sunday 28th February. Eventually I got a photo. 

My comment which Graham read out was about the delight that this 
Song Thrush has given me each morning and evening as it sits at the 

top of our birch tree singing ‘its head off’ with such a varied tune. I 
felt that I should ‘metaphorically’ do the same with gratefulness to God.  

I’ve had a couple of other thoughts too:  

⚫ Often I can hear the Song Thrush but can’t see exactly where it is; 

it has other nearby perches. That feels like another metaphor – we 
get clues from God but need a bit of diligent searching to ‘see’. 

⚫ I think if I slept nearer to the tree I might find its loud riffs and rills  

rather annoying – starting as it does well before sunrise. Maybe God’s 
‘calling’ can be a bit of a pain too! During Lent we may have been 
reminded that following Christ isn’t easy. 

Here’s another visitor to 
our garden. My long-time 
favourite is the Collared 

Dove. It makes me think 
of the Biblical dove (a 

different variety of course) 
but a sign of peace and 
blessing and an arbiter of 

reconciliation. 

Birds 
of 

PRAY! 
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It all started about 50 years ago! I have always enjoyed the 
outdoors, being active and watching wildlife. My ideal playground 
was the Yorkshire Dales; it also had lots of very inviting public 
houses! I started serious walking in the Yorkshire Dales with my wife 
Carol from around 1975 onwards. We spent four years working in 
London for the Greater London Council, and were desperate to move 
back up north. In 1984 I managed to get a job with Leeds City 
Council Highways Department who paid our removal expenses to the 
beautiful market town of Otley. We picked Otley because the Council 
insisted I must live in West Yorkshire and, of course, it was close to 
the Yorkshire Dales! 

Our three long suffering children had to cope with Dales walks 
most weekends, whatever the weather! Luckily, they were all great 
walkers and easily bribed with Dolly Mixtures! In case you are 
wondering, my daughters still love walking and running and 
encouraging their children to enjoy the great outdoors. Around 1990 
onwards, my family started cycling and windsurfing within the Dales 
and we joined the Yorkshire Dales Sailing Club. 

Dave Cherry tells us much more than 
just a typical day in his life as a 
Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Volunteer Ranger. 
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I am blessed to be part of the Otley Parish Church Family and 
many of you will know I’m passionate about Sustainability. I set up 
the Sustainability Group at Church in 2011 and am hoping this 
year’s springtime will revive this group after the long Covid-19 
interruption. Our precious world and God’s own creation is greatly 
suffering; we all need to become stewards of God’s Creation. 

Whilst Carol was being treated for cancer, she encouraged me to 
apply to become a Volunteer Dales Ranger. She knew that one day I 
would be living alone and that I would benefit from making new 
friends and enjoy working in our favourite ‘Playground’. I was 
extremely lucky with my application in just making the closing date, 
prior to a Selection Day with Team working and informal interviews. 
I was accepted in April 2018 and feel proud to be a Dales Ranger 
Volunteer. 

The work includes two main activities. These are Access Duties 
and Practical Duties. Access Duties include working in pairs 
assessing the condition of footpaths, stiles and gates, advising the 
public on wildlife attractions, landscape features and local facilities. 
We monitor footpath and car park usage and litter pick busy areas – 
my least favourite activity! We try to become ambassadors to the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (YDNPA). 

The other main activity includes Practical Duties. These are 
much more physical and involve working in teams and being 
supervised by paid YDNPA Rangers. As you might expect, this is my 
favourite volunteering work! Most of my practical work has been 
directed towards improving the Yorkshire Three Peaks footpath and 
also the Pennine Way and Dales Way footpaths. These are very well 
used. For example, the Three Peaks footpath registers around 

Ribblehead Viaduct, North Yorkshire 



                                                                                           28 

15,000 walkers a year. As a result, there is significant damage and 
erosion that requires continual maintenance. 

My first Practical Duty 
was quite an initiation. 
Firstly, it involved travelling 
in an open top, all terrain 
Agacat, from Horton in 
Ribblesdale up to the top of 
Pen-y-ghent. Two large 
gates and four huge oak 
posts were strapped to the 
roof bars. Six of us were 
squashed together holding 
crow bars, pick axes and 
peat cutting spades. It was a 

scary and very cold trip up the fell! 
We needed to dig one metre deep holes for the gate posts and 

then secure them by smashing and wedging stones all around them. 
This was really tiring work and later had consequences for me! We 
cannot use concrete in such sensitive locations. About five hours 
later, we had finally completed our task, but I dreaded the trip back 
down. When driving home, I was so 

tired that I had 
to park up in 
Gargrave and 
sleep for half 
an hour! In 
addition, a 
couple of days 
later, my arms 
were very 
painful and I needed to visit a 
physiotherapist. The impact of all the work 
had given me Golfer’s Elbow. The YDNPA 
Rangers  teased me for being a wimp! 

Other Practical Duties have included 
rebuilding dry stone walls on exposed steep 
sides of Whernside. It is lovely to learn new 
skills from experienced dry stone wallers. I 
now realise that being quite tall is a 
disadvantage when picking up heavy stones 
and then trying to negotiate steep gradients 
in slippery conditions and when there are 
strong winds! We are not allowed to reshape 

An Agacat 

Cross drain 

cleaning 

Construction of gate  

and posts 
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any stones, so need to 
make the best of 
available stones 
nearby. It is an 
extremely rewarding 
and sociable activity.  

I have spent many 
duties clearing out 
cross drains on Pen-y-
ghent and Whernside 
footpaths, using 
precision instruments 

like pick axes, narrow shovels and commuting in the dreaded Agacat 
vehicle. It always seems to be raining, but this is an advantage 
when clearing cross drains as you can ensure the drainage is 
working. On one occasion we had to replace a collapsed sunken 
drain on a remote part of the Pennine Way, on Cam Fell. We had a 
great shock when removing the collapsed drain as about seventy 
large frogs had taken up residence. They were temporally moved to 
a safe location and amazingly after we had secured a new drain we 
watched them hopping back to live in their new home! 

Other team duties have involved 
building new kissing gates, basic 
landscaping by strategic placing of turf 
and boulders to block water erosion 
gullies, resurfacing footpaths and 
pruning trees. I have especially enjoyed 
tree planting which is greatly needed in 
the Dales. I’ve also learnt from the 
Rangers how to quickly burn old tree 
prunings and stumps. This involves 
using an old metal pipe, placing it in the 
centre of the fire and attaching a leaf 
blower! The resulting furnace burns 
almost white hot without any smoke 
and which reduces emissions. 

Finally, I feel honoured to help 
protect part of God’s most beautiful 
Creation, The Yorkshire Dales. I also 
feel very close to my dear Carol who 
passed away in May last year, and 
whenever I visit the Dales I feel so 
pleased she encouraged me to 
volunteer as a Ranger.

Rebuilt dry stone wall  

Speedy burning of old 

tree prunings and stumps 
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Graham Buttanshaw and I are taking 

part in a Macmillan 26 mile Mighty 
Hike in the Yorkshire Dales on 

Saturday 3rd July.  
We shall be walking in memory 

of my dear wife Carol and others. I 
also want to raise awareness of 
the need for screening Ovarian 
cancer. Macmillan provided 
incredible support to Carol and me. 

They are special people. I have 
created a JustGiving link that 

provides more information about Carol 
and Macmillan. Please don't feel obliged to 

donate as I know many charities need help following this Covid 
Pandemic. Graham would like all possible donations to be made via 
this link: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/dave-cherry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/
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►► The above total for the month of April 1898 was £39 1s 3½d. 
This amount today in 2021 would be worth approx. £5,102. The 
pound had an average inflation rate of 4.08% between 1898 and 
2020, producing a cumulative increase of 12,983.26%. 
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More interesting extracts from the 19th Century  

Otley Parish Church Magazines will be here next month 

OTLEY, February 25th, 1898. 

MY DEAR FRIENDS, 

The saddest trial that can come to a Parish has befallen us. For the 
third time within the last ten years, death has deprived Otley of its Vicar. 
On May 12th, 1888, the Rev. Samuel Ruthven Anderson, after twenty-
two years of faithful work here, passed away, and his remains were 
interred in Otley Cemetery amidst general signs of loving and sincere 
regard.  

His successor, The Rev. R. B. M. Chancellor, laboured but for a few 
months, when his life was cut off, and a short but useful ministry brought 
to a close. 

And now, after nearly eight years of arduous and devoted labour, 
Canon Trower also has been taken away from us. There are times when 
the tongue refuses to speak, and the pen to write, and it is quite 
impossible for me now to express in words what your feelings must be as 
bereaved parishioners, and what mine and those of others are, who have 
lost our best friend. Canon Trower at an early age and who dedicated 
himself to the service of the Church, and after many years of experience 
in Alton Priors, Doncaster, Halifax and Wortley, you have had the 
privilege of having him amongst you during some of  the best years of his 
matured life. 

These years bear a record of useful and varied work accomplished 
which speaks for itself: The new Vestries, the Mission Room, and the 
Infants’ School have been built; the National Schools have been improved 
and enlarged; and through the magnificence of two members of the 
Congregation, the interior of the Parish Church has been beautified by 
the erection of the Chancel Screen and the Choir Stalls. These are 
splendid memorials of the work of one of whose memory will, I am sure, 
be long cherished in your hearts…  

Will you please pray that God may guide our Bishop in his choice 
of the one who shall come to take charge of this Parish, and that we, the 
Clergy and Lay-workers, who are bereft of our Vicar, may be directed 
aright with regard to our future? 

 
Believe me, ever yours affectionately,  
 

HERBERT A. WOODHOUSE.  
(Curate) 
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We would love  
to hear your 
family news…  

Have you just had or are 
about to have a special 
birthday or anniversary 
celebration? Any of your family 
members preparing for college 
or university? Anyone starting a 
new job? Is there a marriage on 
the way? A new baby arrived in the family, maybe? One of your children 
starting at nursery or school for the first time? Whatever family news you have 
it would be lovely to hear from you and include it in next month’s . 

Photographs are always good to have as people may not know you by name 

but they will probably recognise you by sight! 

Please see the Copy Date 

for when your family 

news needs to be 

received. 

⚫ Perhaps you would like to 

consider contributing 

something for a future edition 

of ? What about one 

of our regular features such as 

“In the Hot Seat” or “A Day in 

the Life” or “My Favourite 

Bible Verse? What about a 

poem or a prayer? Or… ? 

Before you write it, please 

contact Stephen Hey who will 

provide you with some specific 

requirements.   
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Revd. Graham Buttanshaw 
01943 462240 
g.buttanshaw@gmail.com 

VICAR 

Revd. Roger Dedman 
01943 467540 
rogerjdedman@gmail.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTERS 

Revd. Stewart Hartley 
01943 464106 
sr.hartley47@gmail.com 

Janet Buttanshaw 
01943 462240 
buttanshawje@gmail.com 

READERS 

Jackie Hird 
01943 462858 
hirds@phonecoop.coop 

Kevin Keefe 
01943 466177 / 07722 999818 
kevin@keefe.org.uk 

CHURCHWARDENS 

 

Barry Milner 
01943 462472 
barryglynis.milner@outlook.com 

Barbara Nicholls 
07747 848074 
babs.nicholls@gmail.com 

DEPUTY CHURCHWARDEN 

Rosemary Ellen 
01943 467646 
rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 

PCC SECRETARY 

Norman Barr 
01943 464382 
otleybarrs@googlemail.com 

PCC TREASURER 

Glynis Milner 
01943 462472 
barryglynis.milner@outlook.com 

BAPTISM CO-ORDINATOR 

Jenny Liston 
07743 330264 
jenny@otleyparishchurch.org 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 

Stephen Hey 
01943 969624 
stephenhey01@gmail.com 

IN TOUCH EDITOR 
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Music Groups 
Worship Team & ACTIVATE Band 

Rick Mayers / richardmayers87@gmail.com / 01943 466182 

Church Band & Church Choir 
Pam Beck / 01943 462283 

Newall Ladies Fellowship 
Val Tait 

01943 464032 

Bell Ringers 
Meg Morton 

01943 461836 

Open House 
Church Office 
01943 465927 

Craftynuts Craft Group 
Lynne Barber 
01943 466493 

Flower Arranging 
Val Tait 

01943 464032 

Steel Magnolias 
Shirley Parker 
01943 466956 

Knit and Natter 
Jo Briscoe 

01943 466515 

Sunday Club & 7up 
Janet Buttanshaw 

01943 462240 

Little Rascals/Baby Rascals 
Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
Jean Boddy 01943 466183 

Sustainability Group 
Dave Cherry 

01943 463896 

Local to Global 
Rosemary Hartley 

01943 464106 

Uniformed Group 
Bev and Mark Rothery 

01943 467016 

Messy Church 
Janet Buttanshaw 

01943 462240 

Scrapbooking 
Lynne Barber 
01943 466493 

Beer Festival 
Allan Boddy 

01943 466182 

mailto:richardmayers87@gmail.com


                                                                                           36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


