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During the last year most church activities have of course been curtailed or 
cancelled altogether as an outcome of the pandemic – however the work of 
Safeguarding has continued.  

To assist in this task the diocese have recently encouraged parishes to sign up 
to the ‘Parish Dashboard’, a resource which identifies those areas of 
Safeguarding which we as a parish are already addressing and those to which 
we need to attend. It then draws these together into an Action Plan for the 
parish safeguarding officer and the PCC. 

This is always a ‘work in progress’ but you will be glad to hear that we are at  
Level 2 (top is Level 3) which means that all essential matters are being 
addressed and we are working towards the rest.  

The Action Plan is generally a matter of meeting standards of policy and good 
practice and of course in the light of serious historical abuse perpetrated in 
faith communities this is important. However on training I recently attended 
the Bishop emphasised that what is crucial to churches being Safe Places is 
what he calls a ‘culture shift’ where the churches mission and safeguarding 
become the same thing – where Gods love is shared in a safe place. 

I hope that a conversation about what would make us all feel safe in church 
and in the churches work is one to which we can all be open at All Saints. 

Meanwhile can I express a heartfelt THANK YOU to all those who I have 
badgered into registering on the DBS, into completing Safeguarding training 
and into meeting any other safeguarding issues.  Also many thanks for the 
support in particular of Graham and Janet Buttanshaw (Mr and Mrs Vicar) and 
the PCC who have taken up with alacrity the issue of safeguarding as a vital 
part of each PCC meeting. 

Finally – any questions? ----- or please do contact me (details are available on 
the churches website under Safeguarding or on posters in church) if you have 
any issues or concerns you want to raise. 

Jenny Liston  

Parish Safeguarding Officer   


