
Otley Parish Church 

Property Report to Annual Parish Meeting, April 2021 

• The annual audit of church movable property (based on the NADFAS records) 

indicated that all items were present and in good order. 

• No major property projects during the year, a continuation of ongoing maintenance 

and response to break down and damage issues. 

• The last Quinquennial Report was carried out in November 2016 and the next 

inspection is booked for May 2021.  

• A Faculty was granted for the display of the Anglian Crosses. This work has largely been 

completed and the cross fragments are again displayed prominently in the church 

building. Thanks to Allan Boddie and Martyn Smith for their work on this project. 

• One of the hydraulic pumps on the outer automatic door needed replacement. 

• The main control unit on the church heating system failed and was replaced.  

• The heating in the Parish Room failed. It was found that the control pump had seized. 

This was replaced and this enabled the underfloor heating to operate. We continue to 

have an issue with the booster wall heaters in the Parish Room and are awaiting 

further work by our heating contractor. 

• Further drainage work around the south porch area seems to have reduced the 

propensity for flooding and the area is slowly drying out. 

• Minor roof repairs to slipped or damaged tiles have been carried out during the year 

in the organ vestry roof and the south transept roof. 

• No progress yet on the repair of the chiming barrel. 

• The Sustainability Group continues to organise work groups to tidy and maintain the 

churchyard. 

• Ken Dale, with Kevin Keefe’s support, continues to maintain and improve the audio 

visual system used in church to enhance our worship.  

• The Parish Room has been redecorated. 

• A booster pump has been fitted to increase the water pressure to the toilets and sinks 

on the mezzanine level, an issue during large events. 

• Further work on lighting has been scoped and costed and we are progressing approval. 

• The ‘to do’ list of projects continues to be progressed and updated. 

• We continue to observe all current best practise as recommended by the Diocese to 

prevent Covid infection. During the day, visitors are invited to use the pews around 

the sides of the nave, or the pews in the Sanctuary. The internal glass doors are locked 

open so that the control need not be touched. No access is open to any other part of 

the building.  Signage is displayed to remind visitors of good practice and hand 

sanitiser is available. 

The building is monitored by CCTV. The pews and other surfaces are disinfected each 

evening. 

For a funeral or other service the oak chairs are positioned at 2 metre separation (or 

together for family groups). If more than one service is held on one day the chairs are 

rotated. The doors are kept open during the services to maintain good ventilation.  



A list is kept for 21 days of the names and contact details of everyone attending a 

service. The church building has been registered with a QR code for Track and Trace 

and this is displayed at all entrances.  

We pray these measures will provide a safe space for visitors and congregations. 

Thanks to everyone who has contributed to maintaining the church building as a warm, 

inviting space for our worshipping community and the wider local community during this 

difficult period. 

 

Barry Milner 

Churchwarden 

  


