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OTLEY PARISH CHURCH 
– the oldest building in 
Otley – is at the heart of our 
town and, for over 1,000 
years, people have been 
gathering here for worship, 
significant family as well as 
community events. “There is 
a place for everyone, with 
Christ at the centre of it all.” 

We are a gathering place for 
pilgrims on a journey of 
discovery, kindling hope as 
we go, helping one another 
to be more fully alive to the 
wonders, joys and sorrows of 
life. We’d love you to share 
the journey with us. 

We want to grow in numbers, 
in spiritual commitment to 
Christ, and in service to our 
local community. 

Join us in worshipping God 
together on Sundays and in 
daily life; be with us as we 
study and discern how to use 
the Bible in the 21st century; 
learn with us what it is to be 
21st century disciples 
following Jesus and help us, 
with other churches in the 
town, to bring good news to 
Otley and far beyond. 
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Do you enjoy ‘Call the Midwife’? Each episode 
begins with a voiceover by Vanessa Redgrave 
during which words appear on the screen 
with the question: 

Why did I ever start this? 
The words come from Jennifer Worth’s 
memoirs which were the inspiration for the 
drama, and which provide much of its early 
material. The drama brings to life the 
impoverished East End of London in the 1950s 
and 1960s. It is told through the experience of midwives based at Nonnatus 
House, home to an order of Anglican nuns. As if you didn’t know! 

Jennifer Worth’s words “Why did I ever start this?” come as she thinks of so 
many other careers that she could have chosen - clearly feeling that many of 
them, maybe all of them, would have been a lot easier! 

I sometimes find myself asking the same question in the middle of a sermon, 
or even writing a magazine letter… I imagine the liturgical response:  

Why did I ever start this? 
Amen! Why did you ever start this? 

So why did I ever start this letter? 

Jenny Worth is acknowledging that her life as a midwife was grim, demanding 
and often traumatic but also rewarding and full of joy. She finds “the quiet thrill 
of the safe delivery of a healthy baby … intoxicating”. Her service illustrates 
what it is to ‘die to self’. The result is a grim-filled and a joy-filled life. For me 
that is an illustration of the abundant life to which Jesus calls us. 

The TV series not only draws back the veil on some horrific conditions, but 
also gives hope because we know change for the better does come. And that 
can give us hope in joining the struggle to address many injustices that still 
face us at home and internationally.  

It’s important to know that even heroic works of service have times of 
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questioning and doubts - wondering if what we’re doing makes a difference, 
or enough of a difference, to justify the cost to us and our loved ones. 

The only good answer to the question “why did I ever start this?” must be 
‘because it’s worth it’. (Unless it’s not - which must always be considered!) 

I guess I also just think that midwives are special people today, in history and 
across the world. And in the Bible. 

• I think of the Hebrew midwives in Exodus 1. They refused to obey the 
orders of the Pharaoh, and continued working with the (Israelite) 
refugee community, a people suffering appalling prejudice and facing 
annihilation. 

• I think of the children of Israel escaping from captivity in Egypt, 
through the Red Sea (Sea of Reeds). It’s like the waters breaking and 
out of suffering a new nation is born – it stumbles out into the 
wilderness, blinded by light, crying for food and drink, finding that with 
freedom comes great challenge and often wishing it were back in the 
safety of captivity in the womb of Egypt. 

• I think of Jesus telling Nicodemus that we must be born again – of the 
Spirit.  

• I think of the groaning of creation that Paul writes of in Romans 8 – 
groaning like a mother in childbirth. Groaning in hope. The new 
creation waiting and yearning to be born out of the old. 

• Most of all, I think of Jesus, who died giving birth to the new creation. 
We are his body and are here to continue his work in the power of the 
Spirit. 

We, representing Christ, are not just called to proclaim the coming kingdom, 
but to be midwives of the kingdom - using our God-given resources to bring to 
birth a new reality of life and love which is eternal. Grounded in the everyday 
grime and joys of life, we become intoxicated by glimpses of the kingdom here 
and now, motivated to bring life and love into the world despite the cost. 

Over the next few years, the many and varied battles against the authorities 
and powers of this dark world will be shaped by the Covid pandemic. And we 
will often ask: “Why did I ever start this?” Words from the Communion 
Service may assist: 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom 
comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

With love 
 

 

Graham Buttanshaw - Vicar 
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I was born in the village of Warmsworth near Doncaster in 1950. When I was 6-
years-old we moved to Otley and I have lived here ever since. 

My first school was in Warmsworth then, after moving to Otley, I went to Westgate 
Infant and Junior School and then Prince Henry’s Grammar School. 

As a teenager I was interested in electronics and this led me to study Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering at Leeds University. 

I grew up in a Christian family and made my own profession of faith, aged about 11, 
when there was a Children’s Mission held in Burras Lane Church Hall – now 
townhouses. 

Hello Ken! 

Some of us know you very well. 

Others may know you by sight 

but not really know much about 

you. We would love to find out 

more about you.  Will you please 

answer a few questions that will 

help us to get to know you a 

little better?  

Thank you! 

 

 When were you born and where did you grow up?  

Where did you go to school? 

Did you go to college/university – if so, where and what did you study? 

When did you become a Christian? 
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I met Fran through the Youth Fellowship at Otley Parish Church which met on a 
Sunday evening after evensong. After these meetings I would give her a lift to her 
home in Guiseley and eventually plucked up courage to ask her out. We were married 
at OPC in 1978. 

We have 2 daughters who are both married, each with 2 children. So we have 3 
grandsons and one granddaughter with ages between 2 and 9. 

Following university, I worked as an Electronics Design Engineer with a power 
electronics company in Wetherby for 25 years before being made redundant. I 
was then employed by a consumer electronics company in Saltaire for 9 years 
before moving to a lighting company in Leeds and, eventually, retiring. I feel 
blessed in that I could turn a teenage hobby into a career and one where there is 
always more to learn and opportunity to find creative solutions to problems.  

I had an older sister, Elizabeth, who sadly became ill quite suddenly and died at the 
age of 36. She had 2 children, so I do have a niece and nephew. 

When I was 6 and we moved to Otley, the Revd. Pat Ashe had started a Family 
Service at the Church and we came along to this. The Parish Church set up a mission 
church in 1967 – the Weston Estate Family Church – and I was more involved there 
until it closed in 1993. Since then I have been part of the congregation at the Parish 
Church here in town.  

I am a member of the Parochial Church Council and one of the house groups. I also 
look after and develop the audio-visual systems at Church. Since the first lockdown I 
have been in Church most Sunday mornings to stream the services. 

Two verses actually: The apostle Paul writes in Romans 8:38 & 39: “For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 

Do you have any children / grandchildren? 

What was your occupation and where did you work?  

Do you have brothers and sisters? 

How long have you been coming to Otley Parish Church?  

Do you have a favourite verse of Scripture? If so, what is it? 

When and where did you meet Fran? 

In what ways are you involved with the Church now?  
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There are a lot of hymns which I find moving or uplifting but “In Christ Alone” by 
Stuart Townsend is a particular favourite. 

One favourite is “Benedictus” from Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man: A Mass For Peace. I 
particularly remember being at a moving performance of the whole work at Leeds 
Town Hall a few years ago. 

In my late teens and early 20s I bought a number of albums by The Moody Blues and 
really appreciated their style of rock fused with orchestral music. In a similar genre, 
the Christian composer and performer, Adrian Snell released an album in 1980 
called “The Passion”. One particular track from that is “Song for John” which starts 
by expressing the intense agony and loss of the crucifixion but then moves on to 
powerfully proclaim Jesus’ victory on the cross. 

I cannot play any instrument, but I do like to contribute to the creation of music behind 
the controls of a mixing desk. This interest started in the early 1970s and includes 3 years 
when I was the sound engineer for an Otley based Gospel Rock Band called A.S.K. 

I think it is difficult to beat Wharfedale – The Chevin and Ilkley Moor are great 
places to walk and enjoy the views. 

 
I have always thought that New Zealand would be a very interesting country to visit, 
but concerns about the environmental impact of flying would put me off going. 

In the evening I like to relax by doing Sudoku or reading a novel. For exercise I enjoy 
country walks, cycle rides and (when possible) swimming.  

Two courses would be more than enough – must be vegetarian – nut roast with 
vegetables followed by profiteroles with dark chocolate sauce. 

Contented. 

Do you have a favourite Christian hymn or song?  

Do you like classical music? Do you have a favourite piece? 

What about modern songs or music – anything in particular?  

Can you play a musical instrument? 

Do you have a favourite part of Yorkshire that you like to visit?  

Is there somewhere you would like to go on holiday where you’ve 

not been before, regardless of expense?  

What do you like doing for recreation and for relaxation? 

What would be your favourite meal – 2 or even 3 courses?  

Which one word describes your life right now?  
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We might not know much about what it will look like or how it will arrive, 
but the Bible is clear that history is moving towards a point when God's 
purposes for creation will be fulfilled.  

In the book of Revelation, John envisages this as the City of God, the new 
Jerusalem. He says: 'The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the 
city, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his 
name will be written on their foreheads. There shall be no more night, and 
they will not need lamps or sunlight, because the Lord God will be their 
light, and they will rule as kings for ever and ever' (22.4–5). Elsewhere 
the New Testament speaks of the return of Christ (e.g. Acts 1.11).  

We shouldn't be too dogmatic about the 'End Times' – people have been 
making calculations about the end of the world and the second coming of 
Christ ever since the Ascension, and they have all been wrong. But in 
these times of fear and stress because of the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
probable results of climate change and rising international tensions, 
there's perhaps a tendency to side-line God and to imagine that the 
world's destiny is a grim and dark one. We can't assume our actions today 
don't have consequences, but we can trust in the bright future God has 
promised. As the old hymn says:  

God is working his purpose out, 
as year succeeds to year. 
God is working his purpose out, 
and the time is drawing near; 
nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 

 

Reproduced by permission 

NEW CREATION 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/GNB/Rev/22/highlight:4/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/GNB/Acts/1/highlight:11/
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Each morning I see a kind, gentle 

lady with a beautiful smile in my 
kitchen, holding her open Bible. 
She is pictured on a Bible Society 

postcard that has been pinned on 
our noticeboard for many years. 

The Bible verse on the card 

reads from Micah, Chapter 6, 
verse 8: 

“What does the Lord 
require of you? To act 

justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with 

your God.” (NIV) 

That’s just three actions to 

take which will guide our paths in 
order to love our neighbours as 
ourselves. 

The ‘Message’ version reads, 
“Do what is fair and just to your 
neighbour, be compassionate and 

loyal in your love and don’t take 
yourself too seriously, take God 

seriously.” 
The text always reminds me of 

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount – 

another favourite! (Matthew 

Chapter 5, verses 3-10). 

GLYNIS MILNER 
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This year Graham Buttanshaw encouraged us all to think about 
other ways than usual to raise money for Christian Aid Week. I love 
walking, and several times a year I meet up with a group of friends 
for enjoyable walks. We already had Saturday 22nd May in our 
diaries so I decided that I would make this into a sponsored walk 
and set up a JustGiving donation page. 

While on our walk and enjoying the stunning local countryside as 
well as catching up with friends whom I hadn’t seen for 18 months 
because of Covid, it struck me that women in many parts of the 
world often have to walk several miles to collect water each day. 
Not only is this backbreaking work, but it can be risky as they are 
very vulnerable when at a well or a lake. Among many of its 
projects, Christian Aid focuses on providing clean and safe drinking 
water just short distances from where people live. 

I was heartened by the response from both our church 
congregation as well as friends and family, raising £350 in total. 
This will go to worthwhile Christian Aid projects worldwide. 

Thank you very much to those who supported me.  

 

 

 

Georgina Drew 
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Georgina with her friends in the attractive local areas of Leathley and 

Pool-in-Wharfedale while doing her Christian Aid sponsored walk 
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SARAH McCORMACK 
celebrates her 40th birthday  

on 20th June 2021 

Sarah is here with Violet who will be  
5-years-old on 29th July and Johnny  
who will be 2-years old on 8th August 
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DAVE CHERRY 
with his eldest daughter 

LISA 

Dave and Lisa spent an emotional time together on the anniversary of his 

wife Carol’s very sad passing a year ago on 13th May 2020.  

They are seen here having a posh meal at Buon Apps in Otley where they 

used vouchers given to Carol 18 months ago. Sadly, due to her health 

issues and Covid rules she was unable to use them. 

Have you arrived at our Church in the past year or so – well, since the start 

of lockdown? There are lots of us who haven’t had the opportunity to meet 

you yet, and we probably won’t until our Church life gets back to more or less 

normal and when we can meet for coffee after morning services. But we don’t 

want to wait that long! It would be lovely to include a photo of you in the next 

edition of as well as a few words about who you are and where 

you have come from. Please send your photo (without a mask on!) and a few 

details to our editor stephenhey01@gmail.com no later than Sunday 20th 

June, but ideally a little sooner. Thank you very much! 

mailto:stephenhey01@gmail.com
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Thinking in this Pentecost season that the Holy 
Spirit is the ultimate expression of ‘God with 
us’, we had a flashback.  

We remembered that years ago a Christian teacher suggested a 
Bible story from the life of Noah in Genesis chapter 8 verses 7 to 
12 as an illustration of the Holy Spirit at work throughout the ages. 

The dove is a well-known representation of the Holy Spirit.  

Here’s the text – as the flood recedes:  

After 40 days Noah opened a window 
he had made in the ark and sent 
out a raven, and it kept flying back 

and forth until the water had dried 
up from the earth. Then he sent 

out a dove to see if the water had 
receded from the surface of the ground. 

But the dove could find nowhere to 

perch. He reached out his hand and took 
the dove and brought it back to himself in 

the ark. He waited 7 more days and again 
sent out the dove from the ark. When the dove 

returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly 
plucked olive leaf! He waited seven more days and sent the 
dove out again, but this time it did not return to him. 
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3 SENDINGS OF THE DOVE REPRESENTING 3 HISTORIC ERAS: 

1. Before Christ – ‘Old Testament days’: The Holy Spirit is 

mentioned by title only 8 times. He was always 

active from the very beginning but due to the way 

things had fallen he visited and returned but could 

find ‘nowhere to perch’.  

2. On Christ – the anointed (‘oiled’) one: Imagine this well-known 

image of reconciliation as the dove returns with the 

plucked olive leaf. Luke 3 verse 22: and the Holy 

Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. 

John 1 verse 33: John the Baptist says: “The man on 

whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one 

who will baptise with the Holy Spirit.” He found his place to 

settle!  The plucked leaf (through the cross and resurrection and 

ascension) is this promise of the ‘oil’ of blessing on God’s people.  

3. Pentecost and beyond: John 14 verses 16 -17 Jesus says: 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Advocate [Comforter, or Encourager, or 

Counsellor – Greek reads Paraclete] who will 

never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit. ‘This time 

it did not return to him.’ 

Of 96 references to the Holy Spirit by title in the New Testament, 42 
are in The Acts of the Apostles. He was there and active in and 

through his people – and still is! 
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We Have a New Church! 
 

The year is 1999, and Edna the oldest member of the congregation 
with a new trowel from B&Q laid the Foundation Stone of the new 

church – ‘In Fide Christi 1999’ (In the Faith of Christ). By Easter 
2000, the Church was built and consecrated. It was a modern yet 

classic flexible building with a catering kitchen, lovely light worship 
area, social area and a great children’s and youth room on the first 
floor.  

The building process was not without its difficulties. In the midst of 
winter, the builder had his JCB stolen and 3 weeks before the 

opening, windows were smashed! Not everyone celebrated but 
many in the town did. God was faithful yet again. 

Both churches were going well and it seemed right to form a United 

Benefice and both PCCs agreed to become one – an amazing show 
of unity. 

Things were going well with Lunch Clubs, Food Banks, Sunday 
Schools and Youth Groups, Holiday Clubs and After-School Services 
(informal Church like Messy Church but before Messy Church 

became popular). There was a Family Centre too in the other 
church employing staff. Things were humming. 

Revd Stewart Hartley 

It Shouldn’t 

Happen To 
A Vicar 

(But It Did)! 
This is the sixteenth in a series 

of interesting articles by  

Stewart Hartley,  

now retired and a member of  

Otley Parish Church 
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Nineteen years had passed, our daughter was off to University, ‘sit 

back and enjoy the fruits of your hard work’ several people said but 
Rosemary and I felt that God was telling us it was time to go! 

There followed several months of searching uncertainty. We really 
felt like Abraham and Sarah. God was calling us on but where to?! 

The Bishop offered me several parishes to look at but none seemed 

right. I applied for Diocesan jobs but nothing came of that either. I 
was even interviewed for an Archdeacons job but wasn’t chosen. 

What was God saying? We just had to be patient and trust.  

What was God doing? 

 

 

Due to the Vicar’s illness, Wednesday’s healing services will 
be discontinued until further notice.  

Sunday morning sermon theme: ‘Jesus Walks on the Water’. 

Sunday evening sermon theme: ‘Searching for Jesus’. 

Miss Charlene Mason sang, 'I will not pass this way again', 

giving obvious pleasure to the congregation. 

Please place your donation in the envelope along with the 
deceased person you want remembered. 

The school drama group will be presenting Shakespeare's 
Hamlet in the Church hall on Friday at 7pm. The 

congregation is invited to attend this tragedy. 

Potluck Supper Sunday at 5pm – prayer and medication  
to follow. 

Correction: The following typo appeared in our last bulletin: 
‘Lunch will be gin at 12.15.’ Please correct to read ’12 noon’. 
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I was born in July 1937 into quite a strict 

Christian home here in Otley. My mother 

taught me to read the Bible and to pray 

every day. When I was about 6-years-old I 

could recite the whole of Psalm 1.  

My early school days were at Westgate Primary 

and then from the age of 11 at Otley Secondary 

Modern School.  

My parents were members of Bethel Gospel 

Mission which used to meet in a building on 

Mercury Row. My mother played the organ there 

and my father was a Methodist local preacher. 

Sundays at Bethel consisted of Breaking of Bread at 10.30am, Sunday School 

at 2pm, a Praise Meeting at 3pm and, at 5.30pm, an Open Air Meeting on a 

street in Otley (often in Paradise Square – now Charles Street car park). There 

was then an Evening Service at 6pm followed by a Prayer Meeting. Over the 

years Bethel moved to various premises and just very recently moved into 

Westgate; at the same time it has changed its name to Beech Hill Church.  

The pastor of the Mission in my days was Revd. Sydney Key who proclaimed 

that all the other churches in the town were definitely not Bible based. 

As a rebel teenager I decided to go to the Methodist Church in Otley one 

Sunday and found that they too preached from the Bible, sang and prayed. 

I couldn’t find any difference between here and the Mission Church, so I 

began to attend the Methodist Church on a regular basis. 

I left school at the age of 15 and applied for a job as a motor mechanic at 
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the local bus company as I had always had an interest in buses. I started 

there in August 1952 where I learnt how to recondition bus engines. 

When I was 17-years-old I went to a performance of Haydn’s “Creation” at 

the Methodist Church. I sat there in the West Gallery and saw three other 

teenagers sitting opposite me. One of them I knew quite well but I didn’t 

recognise the other two. One of the ones I didn’t recognise was the prettiest 

girl I had ever seen! 

After the concert ended I went over to speak to Margaret, the girl I did 

know. She introduced me to her boyfriend David and to Kathleen, the very 

pretty one, who was his sister. I was then invited to Margaret’s house with 

the others so we could all have a good chat. This was my great opportunity 

to get to know this gorgeous girl. As it turned out Kathleen had just become 

a Christian at a Billy Graham rally in Leeds two months earlier. She was so 

full of joy which was something that I knew was missing in my life. 

Back in those days Radio Luxembourg was very much the in-thing. That 

evening we listened to the Hour of Revival programme until 11pm and then 

decided it was time to go home. I offered to walk Kathleen home but she 

refused - I will explain why later. We did though spend a long time sitting 

on a wall while we said goodnight to each other. This was the start of a 

loving relationship that lasted for many years. 

Kathleen’s early years had been very sad. Her father and grandfather were 

joiners and undertakers whose workshop was in Wellcroft in Otley. Her 

grandfather had also made the rowing boats for the River Wharfe in Otley. 

Very sadly Kathleen’s father took his own life but nobody ever knew why 

this tragedy happened. Because of this, her grandfather closed the 

business. Kathleen’s mother remarried a man called Fred which was a 

marriage of convenience rather than one of love. This was before the days 

of the NHS and Benefits and she had three children to consider and look 

after. Fred took responsibility for them but never loved them. Kathleen’s 

mother had two sons to Fred but later she became ill and was diagnosed 

with bowel cancer. She died when Kathleen was just 13.  

Fred then expected Kathleen to become ‘step-mother’ to his two sons as 

well as an unpaid housekeeper. Fred’s sister lived opposite and always kept 

a very close eye on Kathleen. This was the reason she didn’t want me to be 

seen walking her home on the very first day I met her! 

In November 1955 I received my National Service call-up papers and 

subsequently joined the RAF. My parents asked Kathleen to leave Fred ’s 

home and move in with them as she very much deserved a new start in life. 

My first posting in the RAF was to a unit near Aberdeen. It meant that 
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Kathleen and I had to communicate by letter as we couldn’t see each other. 

After 18 months I was moved to Rufforth near York. This meant it was 

possible to see Kathleen more often so we didn’t have to rely on writing 

letters to each other.  

Whilst based in Rufforth I decided to 

spend one evening on my own in 

nearby Tadcaster, so caught the bus 

there and had a walk around the 

town. I saw that the Methodist 

Church was holding a 10-day 

mission conducted by Tom Butler 

whom I knew from our family 

Whitsuntide camping days at Cliff 

College in Calver, Derbyshire. I 

decided to go and listen to him at 

the meeting that evening and 

during his talk I became aware that 

my heart was cold. I needed the 

joyful warm heart that Kathleen 

had. After the meeting finished I 

went to the Communion rail, 

confessed my sins and asked Jesus 

to make my heart warm again. I 

learnt that head knowledge does 

not make you a Christian.  

I left the air force in January 1958 

and asked Kathleen to marry me. 

She said “yes”! So we started to look 

for a house that would become our 

home. A house is only a building but a home is where love is. We found a 

suitable home on Sunnydale Crescent in Otley – off the Bradford Road. 

Kathleen said, ‘this is our dream home’! Thankfully we succeeded in getting 

the money together for the deposit.  

We set the date for our wedding of 21st March 1959 at Otley Methodist 

Church. We took our marriage vows very seriously and kept them safe and 

secure until Kathleen passed into God’s everlasting arms 58 years later on 

30th November 2017 at Leeds General Infirmary. She had had a long fight 

with cancer. 

(The second part of Allen’s interesting life story will be told in next month’s 
.) 

Allen with Kathleen in 1995 on 
a ferry to the island of Gozo, 
part of the Maltese archipeligo 



 21 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Otley Christian Resources Hub (OCRH) operates out of 

“The Chestnuts” in Burras Lane. One of the projects 
that has come out of the work there is called, “What’s 

the Story about Easter?”  
 
In previous years this has involved setting up different story 

stations in church. Children have been invited to listen to the 
stories which tell of the events from Palm Sunday through to Easter 
Day. These are taken from a book by Bob Hartman and as well as 

hearing the stories there is a story chain which invites the children 
to reflect on what they can learn from the different stories. There 

are other activities as well and they also find out where the stories 
are in the Bible.    
 

As we are all aware Covid has had a significant impact in every 
aspect of our lives. The challenges presented have also led to 

opportunities to be creative and re-imagine various projects to suit 
the new circumstances. So, Mandy from OCRH worked out a way to 
run “What’s the story?” online.  

 
I was able to approach the local primary schools and three of them 

were happy to be involved. It was a lot of work preparing all the 
material – over 330 story chains!  

 
So often we have no idea about what happens after a project like 
this, how it will have touched the children, or the staff involved. 
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However, just recently I was thrilled to speak to someone who has 

a daughter at one of the primary schools who had taken part in the 
activities. She told me that getting home late from work one 

evening her daughter had already gone to bed, but she went to say 
goodnight to her. Her daughter had something on her wrist, so she 
asked about it, and her daughter started telling her all about the 

Easter story and what they had done in school that day. The 
following morning when her younger son got up, he also started to 

tell his mum all about the Easter story. She asked him how he had 
heard about this and he explained that his sister had told him 
yesterday after she got home from school. That mum then told me 

that as a family on Easter Day they sat together and watched the 
Easter service from our Church on YouTube!  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

We are called to be faithful in playing our part to tell God’s story, 
sowing the seeds, and trusting that God will bring them to fruition 

in his good time. There is a cost involved in providing the resources 
for the schools and I am very grateful that Norman, our Church 
Treasurer, was happy to use some of the money that has been 

received in legacies to cover these costs. 
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Extracts from the July 1898 magazine letter written 
by the Senior Curate, Rev. Herbert A. Woodhouse.  

MY DEAR FRIENDS, 

You will be glad to hear that the Induction of our new Vicar, the 
Rev. G .P. H. Frost has been arranged to take place in the Parish 
Church on Wednesday, August 24th, at 5.15 p.m. The Service will 
be conducted by the Ven. the Archdeacon of Ripon, and I hope 
that, as far as possible, all the Members of the Congregation will 
make a special effort to be present on this occasion… 

Mr. Frost is leaving an exceedingly happy sphere of labour, and a 
Parish where he is much beloved, to come amongst us, and I feel 
sure I need not remind you that it is incumbent upon us to do all 
that lies in our power to render his life and work here equally 
happy, and to remember him in our prayers… 

The following are the Hymns for the next 5 Sundays in July 1898 :- 
8th Sunday after Trinity : 270, 183, 179, 221, 170, 223, 234, 22.  
9th Sunday after Trinity : 391, 317, 219, 169, 295, 306, 26. 
10th Sunday after Trinity : 601, 248, 36, 270, 282, 266, 293. 
11th Sunday after Trinity : 390, 322, 224, 520, 521, 234, 17. 
12th Sunday after Trinity : 392, 281, 294, 221, 530, 275, 296, 21. 

(What a lot of hymns and all of them chosen at least 5 weeks in 
advance! How many weeks or days in advance are ours chosen – 
maybe a day or two but certainly not weeks!)  

(The hymnbook used here at OPC in the late 1800s was ‘HYMNS 
Ancient and Modern’.) 
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The new Vicar, Percy Frost, writes his first magazine 
letter in the Parish Magazine of October 1898. 

OTLEY VICARAGE, 
September 27th, 1898. 

MY DEAR FRIENDS, 

A month’s residence has made me feel what a multiplicity of 
interests and what a number of organisations found a place and share 
in the industrious life of your late Vicar. I feel that there are yet many 
institutions and organisations with which I wish to become acquainted, 
and, more important still, there are yet many workers and good 
supporters of our Church with whom I have not yet had the privilege of 
shaking hands. My backwardness I feel sure you will not attribute to 
lack of interest, but rather to the many directions in which it has been 
necessary for me to turn my attention to first. 

The arrangements for the Winter’s work will necessarily be a 
little delayed on account of the changes pending in our staff, and the 
absence of my colleague. 

I have announced the acceptance of the living of Pool, which I 
have just received from Mr. Woodhouse. I shall greatly miss his 
prudent counsel with intimate knowledge of the work, and when he 
returns I must make the best use of the short time he will be at my side. 

I have now to seek both a Senior and Junior Curate. Will you 
remember in prayer to ask that God will send us two good and faithful 
men as His ministers amongst us. It is an important juncture  now in 
our Church’s work for her Master. There seems to be opening out a 
sphere of encouraging work amongst the young men, and for this we 
need a bright and earnest young man for our Junior Curate. 

It has been with great regret that I have had to inform our 
excellent Scripture Reader of my inability to continue to pay his 
stipend. A grant of £30 per annum has been withdrawn from us by the 
Yorkshire Scripture Readers’ Society, and beyond this there seems to 
have been no provision for the stipend of the Scripture Reader except 
the private means of the Vicar. 

This has been a year of changes in our Parish. May He, who 
changeth not, of His mercy grant to us and all our fellow members that, 
among all the changes and chances of this mortal life, we may ever be 
defended by His most gracious and ready help.  

                 I am, your sincere friend and Vicar,  

     G. PERCY. H. FROST. 
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We would love  
to hear your 
family 
news…  

Have you just had or 
are about to have a 
special birthday or 
anniversary celebration? Any 
of your family members 
preparing for college or 
university?  

Anyone starting a new job? Is there a marriage on the way? A new baby arrived 
in the family, maybe? One of your children starting at nursery or school for the 
first time? Whatever family news you have it would be lovely to hear from you 
and include it in next month’s . 

Photographs are always good to have 
as people may not know you by name 
but they will probably recognise you 
by sight! 

Please see the Copy Date for 
when your family news needs 
to be received.  

⚫ Perhaps you would like to consider 
contributing something for a future 
edition of ? What about 
one of our regular features such as 
“In the Hot Seat” or “A Day in the 
Life” or “My Favourite Bible Verse?” 
What about a poem or a prayer? Or 
something about “God in Creation”? 
Before you write it, please contact 
Stephen Hey who will provide you 
with some specific requirements.   
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Revd. Graham Buttanshaw 
01943 462240 
g.buttanshaw@gmail.com 

VICAR 

Revd. Roger Dedman 
01943 467540 
rogerjdedman@gmail.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTERS 

Revd. Stewart Hartley 
01943 464106 
sr.hartley47@gmail.com 

Janet Buttanshaw 
01943 462240 
buttanshawje@gmail.com 

READERS 

Jackie Hird 
01943 462858 
hirds@phonecoop.coop 

Kevin Keefe 
01943 466177 / 07722 999818 
kevin@keefe.org.uk 

CHURCHWARDENS 

 

Barry Milner 
01943 462472 
barrynglynis.milner@outlook.co
m 

Barbara Nicholls 
07747 848074 
babs.nicholls@gmail.com 

DEPUTY CHURCHWARDEN 

Rosemary Ellen 
01943 467646 
rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 

PCC SECRETARY 

Norman Barr 
01943 464382 
otleybarrs@googlemail.com 

PCC TREASURER 

Glynis Milner 
01943 462472 
barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 

BAPTISM CO-ORDINATOR 

Jenny Liston 
07743 330264 
jenny@otleyparishchurch.org 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 

Stephen Hey 
01943 969624 
stephenhey01@gmail.com 

IN TOUCH EDITOR 
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Music Groups 
Worship Team & ACTIVATE Band 

Rick Mayers / richardmayers87@gmail.com / 01943 466182 

Church Band & Church Choir 
Pam Beck / 01943 462283 

Newall Ladies Fellowship 
Val Tait 

01943 464032 

Bell Ringers 
Meg Morton 

01943 461836 

Open House 
Church Office 
01943 465927 

Craftynuts Craft Group 
Lynne Barber 
01943 466493 

Flower Arranging 
Val Tait 

01943 464032 

Steel Magnolias 
Shirley Parker 
01943 466956 

Knit and Natter 
Jo Briscoe 

01943 466515 

Sunday Club & 7up 
Janet Buttanshaw 

01943 462240 

Baby Rascals 
Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
Jean Boddy 01943 466183 

Sustainability Group 
Dave Cherry 

01943 463896 

Local to Global 
Rosemary Hartley 

01943 464106 

Uniformed Group 
Bev and Mark Rothery 

01943 467016 

Messy Church 
Janet Buttanshaw 

01943 462240 

Scrapbooking 
Lynne Barber 
01943 466493 

Beer Festival 
Allan Boddy 

01943 466182 

MOST GROUPS 

and 

ACTIVITIES 

 

 

CURRENTLY 

CANCELLED 

mailto:richardmayers87@gmail.com
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