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OTLEY PARISH CHURCH
– the oldest building in

Otley – is at the heart of our
town and, for over 1,000
years, people have been
gathering here for worship,
significant family as well as
community events. “There is
a place for everyone, with
Christ at the centre of it all.”
We are a gathering place for
pilgrims on a journey of
discovery, kindling hope as
we go, helping one another
to be more fully alive to the
wonders, joys and sorrows of
life. We’d love you to share
the journey with us.

We want to grow in numbers,
in spiritual commitment to
Christ, and in service to our
local community.
Join us in worshipping God
together on Sundays and in
daily life; be with us as we
study and discern how to use
the Bible in the 21st century;
learn with us what it is to be
21st century disciples
following Jesus and help us,
with other churches in the
town, to bring good news to
Otley and far beyond.
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A VERY SPECIAL ‘THANK YOU’!
It’s not my intention to write an Editor’s message each month but I especially
want to say THANK YOU this month. THANK YOU to all of you who have sent
wonderful comments of appreciation for our new-look
. I’ve received
over 40 messages from our Church family. Here are just a few extracts:
BEAUTIFUL

LOOKS ACE

WONDERFUL

SO READABLE

VERY IMPRESSIVE
VERY APPEALING

GREAT PRODUCT

WE LOVE IT

THANK YOU THANK YOU

VERY DIFFERENT

ENJOYABLE
FANTASTIC

VERY MODERN

EVERY PAGE IS FANTASTIC

is yours! We would love you to contribute to it. What about one of
our regular features such as “In the Hot Seat” or “A Day in the Life” or “My
Favourite Bible Verse? What about a poem or a prayer? This month we’re
starting a new series called “God in Creation” that you might like to think
about contributing to. It’s about different aspects of nature. You could tell us
about your garden at home, or your favourite part of the countryside, or about
your favourite trees or flowers or birds or animals. Maybe instead of lots of
words you’d like to tell us your ‘God in Creation’ story with a range of photos.
Before you write anything, please contact me so I can give you some guidance
on the number of words, and for “In the Hot Seat” let you have the list of
standard questions.
Family News is an important part of
. We would love to hear about
your birthdays, anniversaries, and what interesting things are happening
within your family. Please do get in touch!
Stephen Hey
stephenhey01@gmail.com
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I

use a simple form of morning prayer most
days and since Easter this has been a
daily opening response:
In your resurrection, O Christ
Let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia!
I don’t know about you, but I have found
that I need reminding about the
significance of Jesus’ resurrection. Not so
much its importance for me personally, but
that it is an event of central importance to
the whole of creation.
It’s what’s at the heart of Lesslie Newbigin’s book, ‘The
Gospel as Public Truth’. Somehow, our society has managed to manoeuvre
almost all religious belief into the personal sphere and out of the public
sphere. So nobody is particularly bothered when Jesus’ teaching, and his
birth, death and resurrection, are personally important to Christians. But it’s
a different matter when it gets ‘out there’ in the public sphere.
The opening sentence in my devotions reminds me that Jesus’
resurrection is an event of unprecedented importance for everyone, and
so it becomes a wonderful and simple prayer for our mission as a Church.
I spend a lot of time choosing songs for our Sunday services. I try to pick
songs that are right for not only the theme, but for that particular
moment in the service as best I can plan and imagine it. And a mix of new
and older songs/hymns too.
One song I’ve grown to love is ‘O Praise the Name’ by Hillsong. These are
the words used to sing of the resurrection:
Then on the third at break of dawn
The Son of heaven rose again
O trampled death where is your sting?
The angels roar for Christ the King.
One of the fun things to do with children is teach them animal sounds.
“What does the sheep say?” “What does the Lion say?” What does the
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angel say? Angel??? Yes, what do angels say? Apparently the same as
the lions. According to this song they roar!
Pretty much from the first time I heard it, I liked the song. Actually, I felt
more than a bit unsure about the angels ‘roaring’. It felt somehow a bit
coarse. But I began to imagine the angels watching and waiting. Watching
the events leading up to the crucifixion. Watching the injustice of his arrest
and trial. Watching Pilate capitulating to the baying mob and sentencing
Jesus to be tortured and crucified. Watching his slow death nailed to that
cross among thieves. Watching as he was buried in the tomb.
And then waiting. Hoping. Maybe they knew what would happen? I don’t
know. I don’t know what it’s like to ‘wait’ if you live outside of time like
angels must. But I imagine them holding their collective breath. They
surely know what it will mean if Jesus does overcome death. Everyone’s
future depends on it. All God’s eggs are in this one basket. Death or glory.
Come on Jesus.
What else would they do but roar when Jesus conquers death and rises to
new life? A billion times more joy-filled than Ireland scoring the winning
try against France to complete a Six Nations Grand Slam. A trillion times
more sheer joy than anything we can imagine. Why wouldn’t they roar.
Let us roar too. He’s the man. He did it. Not a sporting God. The real God.
Let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia!
So maybe we can get over our reluctance to speak about Jesus’
resurrection outside our personal and Church-based life. Maybe we can get
over our reserve about expressing joyful enthusiasm. Yes, a joy which may
often be deep and gentle. And a joy which is sometimes a roar of praise.
Nothing more important has happened in human history. Nothing more
important than this one person whose life, death and crowning
resurrection has declared him with power to be the Son of God and the
Saviour of all creation. Let’s not keep this good news to ourselves.
O praise the name of the Lord our God.
O praise his name for evermore.
For endless days we will sing your praise.
Oh Lord, Oh Lord our God.
May the deep joy of the resurrection grow in us. And touched by God’s
Spirit, cause us to join in the roar of the angels.
With my love and prayers.

Graham Buttanshaw - Vicar
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Hello Pam!
Some of us know you very well.
Others may know you by sight but
not really know much about you.
We would love to find out more
about you. So, will you please
answer a few questions that will
help us to get to know you a little
better?
Thank you!
When were you born and where did you grow up?
I was born in 1947 in Bradford Royal as my parents lived in Allerton, Bradford. We
moved to Weston Lane in Otley when I was nearly 2 and I lived there until I got
married in 1971.
Where did you go to school?
Newall Infants and Weston Lane Junior – both of which have now been knocked
down! Then I went to Prince Henry’s Grammar School.
Did you go to college or university?
I went to St John’s College in York when it was a Church of England Teacher
Training College. It is now York St John University.
When and where did you meet your husband Tony?
We met on my 19th birthday during my first year in College. He was then in his third
year.
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How many children do you have?
We have 2 sons, Jonathan and Christopher. Jonathan is a freelance Sports Journalist
living in Tring, Hertfordshire. This July he is due to go and work at the Tokyo
Olympic Games – he has worked at all the Summer and Winter Olympics since the
London ones in 2012. He also does football commentating and other media work. He
is married to Cait (she is Irish) and they have 2 children – Molly (14) and Charlie
(12). Chris is Commercial Director of a large Pub Company based in Birmingham.
He lives in Nottingham with his wife Zoe and children Phoebe (10) and Zachary (5).
Do you have any brothers or sisters?
I have a younger brother, Tony (sometimes confusing!), who used to run the family
travel business Waye & Son in Otley. He sings with the Spirit of Harmony
barbershop chorus in York and, when he can, he helps us out in our Church choir.
When did you become a Christian?
My parents (and grandparents) were active and very involved members of Otley
Parish Church and I was brought up here from an early age, attending Newall and
Burras Lane Sunday Schools. Also, as soon as it was started by Revd. Patrick Ashe, I
went to the 9.30am Family Service in Church.
What was your occupation and where did you work?
I was a teacher, mainly in Primary Schools, in the local area. My last position was at
All Saints Primary School where I was a class teacher and also the Music Coordinator. As well as being a Foundation Governor there now, I also help with the
School Orchestra and play the piano for school services and productions.
Have you always lived in Otley. If not, where did you live before?
We spent 4 years living in Guiseley after we were married, but we moved back to
Otley in 1976, just 9 houses from where I grew up. When my brother and his wife
moved to four houses below our parents, we were all very close.
How long have you been coming to Otley Parish Church?
As long as I can remember!
Do you have a favourite verse of Scripture? If so, what is it?
Philippians 4 verse 13 has helped me through many challenges from A Level exams at
school to the present time: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
Do you have a favourite Christian hymn or song?
So many – it’s very hard to choose. I love “God is working his purpose out as year
succeeds to year”, “My Jesus, my Saviour” and “Be still for the presence of the Lord”,
but my very favourite tune, since my College days, when we sang it on a BBC Radio
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Sunday service from St Johns, is called “Abbot’s Leigh”. We sang it then to “Glorious
things of thee are spoken”, but here we more often sing it to “God is love”.
Do you like classical music? Do you have a favourite piece?
A hard choice! I’ll settle for The Karelia Suite by Sibelius, in particular the Intermezzo.
What about modern songs or music – anything in particular?
I’m very fond of musical theatre and have been a member of Yeadon Theatre
Company (formerly Yeadon Amateur Operatic & Dramatic Society) for over 50 years
so I love songs from the musicals.
Can you play a musical instrument?
The piano, organ and when I was at school, the recorder.
Do you have a favourite part of Yorkshire that you like to visit?
We love driving up through Wharfedale to Bolton Abbey, Burnsall, Kettlewell,
Hubberholme and Langstrothdale for beautiful scenic walks, meals and picnics.
A holiday somewhere regardless of expense?
New Zealand – but I am hoping that this wish will be fulfilled early next year, if we
are able to have our deferred booking from last January, when it was to be our
Golden Wedding holiday.
A book you especially enjoyed reading – Christian or general?
I loved reading Elvi Rhodes’ books, many of which are historical tales based in this
area of the country (and sometimes include Otley). I was bought “Cara’s Land” first
and I particularly enjoyed “The Mountain” which (I think) is the one set in the shanty
town housing the builders of the Ribblehead Viaduct. I like the local connections and
the well-developed characters and situations.
Do you have a hobby or something you enjoy doing to relax?
I enjoy knitting and puzzles, though I am no good at cryptic crosswords.
What would be your favourite meal – 2 or even 3 courses?
I love curries – fruity rather than over spicy – with naan bread and mango chutney,
followed by fruit pavlova or anything with meringue.
If you could spend a year on your own on a desert island what
luxury item would you take with you?
A very thick assorted puzzle book (and an everlasting pen or pencil!).
Which one word describes your life right now?
Thankful.
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Of the 90 times Jesus is directly addressed in the
Gospels, 60 of those times he’s called ‘Teacher’.
It’s a very significant title. As far as we know, Jesus had only the sort of
formal education anyone else from his background did; he was a carpenter,
rather than someone who’d sat at the feet of a renowned teacher and
devoted himself to a lifetime of study.
However, it’s clear that he was steeped in the Bible through the weekly
Sabbath readings in the synagogue. He knew the story of God’s people
intimately, and his knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures underpinned
everything he said – one of the many reasons why Christians can’t ignore
the Old Testament.
However, Jesus’ uniqueness is summed up at the end of the Sermon on the
Mount: ‘When Jesus finished saying these things, the crowd was amazed at
the way he taught. He wasn't like the teachers of the Law; instead, he
taught with authority’ (Matthew 7.28–29). In other words, he wasn’t just
another interpreter of the Scriptures – unlike preachers then and now, he
got everything right.
So when we hear Jesus’ teaching, we know we’re listening to words that
are life-changing and profound. At the same time, much of what he says is
very accessible – he spoke to ordinary people rather than to philosophers
and scholars. His illustrations are taken from fields and homes, not from
textbooks. What Pope Gregory the Great said of Scripture is true of the
words of Jesus: they are ‘broad and deep, shallow enough here for the
lamb to go wading, but deep enough there for the elephant to swim’.
Jesus teaches us how to live better together; he teaches us about what it
means to live as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven; and he teaches us
about himself. All of Scripture comes to a point in his death and
resurrection; in him, God was acting to redeem his creation.
Reproduced by permission.
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MARTIN HIRD
“You will seek me and
find me when you seek
me with all your heart. I
will be found by you,”
declares the Lord, “and
will bring you back from
captivity...”
(Jeremiah 29 vs 13, 14)
A verse I’ve chosen for here as
a favourite, is one which I often
hold onto when I am struggling
to see and know God. The
passage is particularly
encouraging because it was first
spoken to God’s people when
they were in exile, being held in
captivity. I will hold onto that
hope that God says… “I will be
found by you.” When I first
began to read the Bible, back in
1980, a friend gave me a study
guide called Search the
Scriptures, and she wrote this
verse inside the cover. This
encouraged me to keep reading
and keep searching to meet
God himself.
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LMOST exactly a year ago, late one night in April 2020 we
spotted a hedgehog on our lawn, thanks to a new motion
detection light we had set up. We were pretty excited about
our little visitor so within a few days my husband Tony had made a
'hedgehog feeding station'.
To our great delight on the very first night we put recommended
food and water out for the little dude. He appeared and went
straight into the box, giving the impression that he knew exactly
what he was going to find in there!
Triggering the light to come on did not deter him at all. Fortunately,
we have CCTV so were able to watch him and were surprised at
how long he spent in there - about 20 to 30 minutes. We were very
curious to know what he was doing all that time so Tony replaced
the solid removable lid of the box with perspex and then set up a
solar powered light so we could observe him perfectly from the
window above.
We found ourselves spending a long time each morning replaying
the CCTV (thanks to Lockdown as we weren't rushing off
anywhere!). Tony was keeping a record of all the activities out
there. During the first few weeks we had from 6 to 17 hedgehog
visits an evening, as well as the occasional fox. They all particularly
appreciated the water bowl. As a precaution, we also put a little
ladder/ramp at the edge of the fish pond in case they fell in.
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One night we noticed that our largest hedgy - they varied in size
from medium to large - had quite a distinct limp. Using binoculars
we spotted that his rear right leg looked very red and swollen. We
contacted the Hedgehog Society who advised us to capture him by now we had named him Gimpy - and take him to the Hedgehog
Rescue Centre near Pontefract. They are such timid and gentle
creatures so the capture was very easy. That night we let him have
a good feed and drink before Tony, wearing garden gloves, picked
him up and put him into a box that was prepared with a soft
blanket and hot water bottle.
The next morning we drove down to a wonderful lady who looks
after these dear little injured dudes. She put him onto an antibiotic
for a few days before taking him to the Vet. Unfortunately, the leg
was severely infected and had to be amputated. As we do not have
a secure garden he could not come back to us. A few days later the
lady phoned to say that Gimpy turned out to be a girl and had
produced 2 babies! Sadly, one was stillborn.
We had such fun all summer long watching out for these dear little
creatures who came every night in varying numbers. They stopped
coming about mid-October which we presume was because they
went into hibernation.
We have various sheltered places around the garden but do not
know where they are spending the winter. Later in summer we'll
investigate some of the shelters. Needless to say we have joined
The Hedgehog Society
who are doing a great
job rescuing injured
Hedgies and promoting
their protection.

One of the night-time garden hedgehogs
leaving the feeding station built by Tony
Claassen
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Please may I ask
everyone to be on the
lookout for hedgehogs
before starting
bonfires in the garden
as well as checking
compost heaps before
plunging in with sharp
garden implements.
A couple of Hedgehog
facts: You cannot spoil

them by feeding them. They will always prefer and continue to
forage for their own food - beetles etc. If nothing else, a dish of
fresh water put out for them is very acceptable. We started off
offering them cat food - chicken in jelly - but progressed to the
hedgehog food on sale in the local pet shop.
According to the British Hedgehog Preservation Society the British
hedgehog is now officially classified as vulnerable to extinction
(www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk). Since the millennium we appear to
have lost over half our hedgehogs from the countryside. However,
this decline in urban areas does appear to be slowing
(hedgehogstreet.org).
I strongly urge anyone interested in hedgehogs to contact the
Hedgehog Society on their website. They send a very good
selection of literature and information. I shall be very happy to
pass on some tips or information.
Needless to say we are beginning to watch out for our little spiky
friends as the days become warmer.
Monica Claassen

All things bright and beautiful,
all creatures great and small,
all things wise and wonderful,
the Lord God made them all.
God gave us eyes to see them,
and lips that we might tell
how great is God Almighty,
who has made all things well.
Thank you, Monica, for your lovely “God in Creation” story. Does
anyone else have a God in Creation story that you’d like to tell us
about in a future edition of
? It doesn’t have to be about
animals, although it can be, but maybe about trees or flowers or
your garden or… We’d love to hear from you. Please send your
story to stephenhey01@gmail.com
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In 2016 the Archbishops of Canterbury and York encouraged a
special time of prayer for 10 days from Ascension Day to
Pentecost Sunday - this year May 13th to May 23rd.
Since then it has become widely recognised and participation now
includes those from many church backgrounds and organisations - and
many countries of the world.
‘Evangelism and Discipleship’ is this year’s main prayer theme with a
focus on the ‘Lost – Found’ stories that Jesus told in Luke’s Gospel
chapter 15.
On the website ( www.thykingdomcome.global ) are many resources
for all ages. Take a look for children’s cartoons - ‘Cheeky Pandas’ and youth videos in conjunction with the Archbishop of York’s Youth
Trust.
Otley Prayer Network (a link up of people from different church
backgrounds who pray for our town) are considering how we might
encourage many to pray for Otley during this time.
Suggested materials will be sent around as the time approaches.
You may remember that in previous years we had a drop-in prayer
room at Casa Vitae café. This year everything will have to be ‘virtual’.
We are very much hoping that every street will be prayed for.
Here is the Thy Kingdom Come prayer:
Almighty God, your ascended Son has sent us into the world to
preach the good news of your kingdom: Inspire us with your Spirit
and fill our hearts with the fire of your love, that all who hear your
Word may be drawn to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
John Simkins
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Joe Williams
Senior Schools Worker
He works with Prince Henry’s
Grammar School, Otley
2020 was a year like no other,
which means it was also a year like
no other for Leeds Faith in Schools.
We have had to adapt our work so that
we can still make an impact on the lives of the young people
and schools that we are a part of. This has included
developing a home mentoring pack for the students that we
regularly mentor in schools, providing phone and online
mentoring support during lockdown to our mentees, and
developing a video resource for assemblies and lessons.
As we approached Christmas, we were unsure what it would
look like. Thankfully, we were able to do a combination of inperson and video lessons and assemblies, meaning that we
could still reach hundreds of young people with a powerful
message of hope in a time of desperation.
Our video Christmas assembly was shown to all students at
Prince Henry’s school in Otley and we used a mixture of
games, scripture, and stories to explain the importance of
hope, and how now over 2,000 years later, Jesus is still the
hope of the world. One of the games included me videoing a
crossbar challenge with another member of the LFIS team.
The students had to guess who would kick the football onto
the crossbar in the least number of turns. Even though I lost
the challenge, we had great fun filming this and the students
enjoyed it too.
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For the first two months of 2021 during the third lockdown, I
continued to provide regular phone and online support for the
young people that I mentor at Prince Henry’s. I have
continued this since the school reopened in March.
We have been so thankful that our work has continued during
this pandemic. Please pray for the young people we mentor in
schools. I have noticed that many of my mentees are
struggling with anxiety as they get back into the routine of
school life once again, including year 11 students as they face
the uncertainty of exams.
Please also pray for the work of Leeds Faith in Schools. More
than ever, our vision statement to bring “good news to the
high schools of Leeds” is of utmost importance in a world full
of people who are desperate to have something to put their
hope in. Please pray that we would be able to bring the hope
that we have in Jesus to the schools that we work in.
Extract from LFIS website. For full details see www.lfis.org
25 years ago the churches in Leeds came together in response to
the Faith in Leeds report to establish Leeds Faith in Schools to
share the Good News with teenagers across the city. We now have
youth workers working across approximately 15 high schools and
academies in Leeds. We deliver Assemblies, RE lessons, PSCHE
lessons and mentoring groups as well as running lunchtime clubs,
Christian Unions, after school activities and sports coaching.
We believe that every teenager is brilliant, valuable and has a
unique contribution to bring to society. We hope that through our
work the teenagers we see grow in confidence, develop socially,
emotionally and spiritually and get to live life in all its fullness.
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ANDY BROWNLESS

with dearly loved wife Jen
and much loved daughter Charlotte
Andy died very peacefully on Tuesday 23 March 2021
at Wheatfields Hospice just a few days before reaching
his 47th birthday. He was born on 4th April 1974.
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ELIZA PARK

celebrates her 2nd birthday
on 5th May 2021

THE CHERRY FAMILY
Dave celebrated his 65th birthday on 28th April 2021.
He is seen here with his wife Carol who very sadly died 12
months ago on 13th May 2020. This photo was taken in
celebration of Dave and Carol’s 40th wedding anniversary
on 10th November 2019. Alongside Dave and Carol are their
daughters, (left to right) Lisa, Avril and Katherine
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My Lent challenge had to change a little this year.
This was because I didn't think my family or friends
could afford or would be willing to pay the bail
money that may have been needed as the
pandemic had been getting me down. To stop
eating chocolate too may have just pushed me over
the edge!
I decided that I had to go out for a daily walk,
Sundays included. So, between Ash Wednesday, 17th February and
Maundy Thursday, 1st April, I walked 498,964 steps! I missed 3
Fridays – one of them was due to the weather and the other two
because I was shattered! I did all my weekly shopping on foot too!
I really enjoyed my daily walks whether it was a wander around our
lovely town, down to the river or just walking to and from work
(something I never normally do!). Martyn, my son, kindly set me up a
Spotify account and so I had all kinds of music to listen to on my walks
from Worship – Hillsong music, Spring Harvest, Planetshakers; also,
Def Leppard, Queen, Dido, ‘80s sound tracks, Duran Duran; I've even
got the sound track to ADOW – a Sky TV show. Yes, I know I need to
get a life!!!
Since the end of my 40 days I have carried on walking, I did though
have a few days off after Easter. I even wake up in the mornings keen
to go for a walk, and a few days ago I was down at Wharfemeadows
Park by 7am!
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Martyn Smith tells us much more than
just about a typical day in his life!

When I was first asked to write about a day in my life, I thought,
‘yeah sure, no problem’, but after sitting down to write it I was
thinking, ‘what is a day in my life really like?’ Well, it’s definitely
varied!
After working for the local charity Caring For Life for 20 years, I
made the decision to make the transition and develop my skills in
becoming a freelance artist. I had been picking up more and more
work independently and it was starting to become something that
was an either/or situation with my work at the charity. Since leaving
Caring for Life in October 2019 and due to some issues with Covid, I
have also picked up some part-time work for The Wilf Ward Family
Trust. I help severely disabled young people in a supported home for
20 hours each week. I don’t think I can honestly say there is
“normal” day in our house at this moment in time!
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As a taster,
some of the
freelance jobs I have
picked up have
included working for
Royal Armouries in
Leeds where I was
doing some video
editing for their
action “How to Hero”
series last summer. I
am currently
illustrating a series
of three books for a
Christian publishing
company, with a
Martyn Smith working hard at his desk
view to doing more
in the future. I have also been helping with the design work to go
with the Saxon crosses in our Church. I even edit the odd video for
Graham Buttanshaw here and there!
I love the challenge of being given a task and creatively trying
to come to a solution through art and design. I have always loved
to draw and so I also sell my own art and do commissions for
people. With commissions I particularly focus on places of interest.
These have included places like Bolton Abbey, Almscliffe Crag and
other local landmarks.
I have also done commissions and a range of art using
traditional printmaking techniques, which I really love and which
builds on my drawing and draftsmanship skills. I am a member of a
print workshop in Mirfield called West Yorkshire Print Workshop and
have a lot of friends and mentors there. I have really missed this
community while it has been closed because of Covid.
Before Covid, I took part in lots of art shows and fairs at places
like Sunny Bank Mills and Saltaire Inspired near Salts Mill. These
were great for networking and meeting other artists as well as
getting into forums, and I have found the temporary standstill quite
hard as it has affected being able to get my name out as an artist.
I do have the odd art pieces in local and international online
exhibitions. These have included a postcard exhibition, where
people were sent postcards by me and other artists throughout the
year, and being a featured artist in a Christian Creative magazine. I
have been selected to showcase very specific pieces in Japan,
France and London, which may sound fancy but can feel like my
work is a tiny needle in a haystack!
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The leap to try and become a
freelance artist was a daunting and
scary one. It took me a long time to
come to a place where I believed I
could do something like this and not
compromise my family, faith and
future. After Covid I thought I would
never make it past March 2020! My
wife Zoe has been an amazing support
to me and our little family, and has
held me up when I have my panic
moments. To be totally honest I would
never have got through a lot of things
if it hadn’t been for her.
But I also believe that it has much
deeper roots. I have many quotations

Bridge House, Ambleside
in my studio, but there is
one that I have above my
desk and it says this: “God
isn’t asking you to figure it
out. He’s asking you to trust
that He already has.” Now
that is pretty funny,
because I’m actually not
sure I have too many things
figured out on any given
day, much less next year,
but knowing God knows this
is extremely comforting.
That is why I find this quote
extremely helpful and true.
Both Zoe and I have been
amazed how this “venture” is
working its way through our lives
and how sometimes when things
may have not gone in the
direction we thought or
wanted, we have been led
A print of Station Road, Otley
and taught something new
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that we hadn’t seen before. It’s also taught me how little faith I
actually do have too.
With having my three children, I am also extremely grateful
that we have had the time and space and a place for them to have
grown up in an environment where art and our faith is the lens we
view all of our life through. Chaotic as this can be sometimes, I do
love and will never regret the time we’ve been able to share in this
as a family.
For the children to see, understand and live through this is
extremely important to both Zoe and I and despite the craziness of
this past year, we have been extremely blessed to live a life that
fits into this crazy world of being an artist.
Another quote that I hopefully see in my day-to-day life is that
“Art is not a separate ‘profession’ but a quality inherent in all work
well done.” This is easier quoted than done sometimes.
I pray that in whatever we do that it will be done through this
“lens” and that our faith, love and art is done in a way that is well
done no matter what that will look like in the coming hours, days,
months and even years.
If you would like to see more of my work, please visit my
website at www.xomartynxo.com

Original artwork of All Saints Church, Otley
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For many charities legacies are an important
strand of their income and often enable the
charity to fund expansion or even establish
new projects.
In my work as Finance and Property Director for the London City
Mission I saw how much more the charity was able to do because
some supporters chose to remember the charity in their wills.
As I see it, it’s even more important that people who are committed
to a local church should seriously consider including a legacy for
their church in their wills. During the last eleven years as treasurer
here at Otley Parish Church, I have seen how important our legacy
income has been in enabling us to meet our financial commitments.
Legacy income is unpredictable - it’s not like a standing order!
I’ve been amazed at how our Church has been blessed with
legacies that came just at the right time to meet significant
expenditure. In my first year as treasurer there was an outbreak of
dry rot in the Parish Room floor. As well as the insurance claim
money and generous giving by the congregation, legacy income
enabled us to complete the essential repairs. Between 2012 and
2014 the church received the largest number of legacies in my time
in office; they totalled £161,000. This enabled us to pay the
Diocese the full amount of the Share payment and thankfully this
has been continued ever since. For many years, the church had
been considering major alterations and thankfully these works were
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carried out in 2015/16. Once again, the accumulated legacy income
and generous congregational giving were key elements in financing
the project.
In December 2019 we received two legacies totalling over £41,000
and little did we know how our income would be impacted by the
pandemic in 2020/21. There has been a significant drop in what we
would normally receive in cash offerings, no income from the hire of
our premises, and virtually no wedding fees. These legacies have
enabled us to meet all our costs and we were also able to contribute
an extra £7,000 to the Diocesan Share, recognising that there were
many congregations unable to meet their Share commitments in full.
One of the legacies indicated a wish that part of the legacy be used
to help Third World causes. Last year we sent a total of £4,800 to
two hospitals in Uganda which had limited resources to meet the
extra costs of dealing with the pandemic. In addition, a donation of
£1,000 was made to the Bishop’s appeal for the church in Sudan.
During this last year we have all had to face up to our own mortality,
and maybe you could consider including a legacy for our Church in
your Will. If you have already made your Will an additional
document called a ‘codicil’ can be executed and placed with your
Will. Doing this would be one way of giving thanks to God for seeing
you through what has been for us all a very testing time. In any
event, it is always best to consult a solicitor as well as your family
about these matters.
It might be helpful for you to look at the Church of England Website
at www.churchlegacy.org.uk
As treasurer I want to thank you for all your regular and prayerful
support enabling the work and ministry of Otley Parish Church to
continue.

Norman Barr
Church Treasurer
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LOCAL TO GLOBAL is our Church group that supports selected
charities chosen by the Church. For some time now we have supported
both Caring for Life at Cookridge and Kisiizi Hospital in Uganda.
Many of you will have visited Crag House Farm where you can still get
takeaway refreshments and shop at the farm and plant shop under
Covid secure conditions. You can find both these projects online. Here,
we just want to give you a little catch-up on how Kisiizi Hospital is
coping under the Covid pandemic. Also, there are some prayer points
for Caring for Life.
Kisiizi Hospital
In September 2020, the Hospital experienced some flash flooding
which, although not as bad as previous flooding, still caused
considerable disruption.
The Hospital has cared for a number of suspect cases of Covid in the
isolation unit which they prepared for that purpose. At the time of
their last newsletter they had just had their first case confirmed.
Fortunately, that patient was clinically improving.
They continue to take precautions including holding staff prayers
outside with masks and social distancing. Having said that, it is very
hard to enforce these precautions in ward areas due to the numbers of
patients but staff have PPE and Kisiizi continues to make its own
alcohol-based hand rub to a WHO formula.
This update is from November 2020. We would value your prayers for
Kisiizi hospital and all the amazing work they do.
Caring for Life
“We care for ‘at risk’ people, some of whom have known the most
horrendous abuse and neglect. What can we say to them, when faced
with their suffering? We can point them to the Saviour who suffered at
the hands of others, even to the point of death, though he had done
no wrong.”
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Please pray with us…
⚫ For those whose minds and bodies have been
broken by the traumas they have endured. Pray
that they will come to the Saviour, the One who
would be ‘their friend’; that they will seek
forgiveness for their sins, and be given grace to
cope with the hurt caused by the sins of others.
⚫ For all those we support, who are trapped and
suffering within dangerous relationships. Pray that
we will be able to help them break away and that
the void will be filled with the love of Jesus.
⚫ Do thank the Lord for every beneficiary that we
are privileged to care for.
⚫ Please pray for the start of their return to the
farm in April and May – one-to-one walks and
then the partial reopening of outside projects.
Please pray for the safety of every visit and that
these will be really happy times!

◼ All donations given by our Church congregation to Local to
Global will be shared equally between Kisiizi Hospital and
Caring for Life, unless otherwise specified.

JENNIFER’S JAM
Jennifer Peckham has been very busy
making jam again! If you would like some
please give her a call on 01943 467289.
She will tell you what varieties she has
available. There is a charge for each jar
but all money received will be donated to
the Church.
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CLIMATE CHANGE
During the last 15 months the whole world has
experienced the frightening Covid-19 pandemic. It has
seriously affected all our lives and made us realise we
are vulnerable to such events.
However, during this period we have generally forgotten that
climate change is gaining momentum and remains the
greatest threat to mankind and God's creation.
Bearing this in mind and that Glasgow is preparing to hold the
COP26 World Climate Conference in November this year, we
all need to better understand the subject of climate change
and what we can do to reduce our carbon footprint and learn
to live with, or become more resilient to a changing climate.
The subject of climate change is huge, so I'm proposing to
write a series of easy to understand articles in future editions
of
that will address the following elements:
⚫ What is climate change?
⚫ How can we help reduce climate change?
⚫ How can we live with a changing climate?
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Learning about the above topics will help us to better care for
God's creation. I am hoping our Church will soon sign up to
declare a climate emergency and also recognise our
ecological emergency. Both these topics are inter-linked and
we can all do lots of things to help. Regarding our ecological
emergency, we have current plans proposed by Wildlife
Friendly Otley, to re-wild parts of our Church grounds. Details
will be subject to a Leeds/Dales Diocese approval, but will be
targeted at improving local biodiversity.
Finally, I hope to work with our vicar, Graham, so we can
organise our own Church Climate Sunday service. I am also
keen to organise a climate change related Church debate. I
am willing to try to answer any questions on this subject, but
might need some help!
Dave Cherry

Reducing the causes of climate change is
essential to the life of faith. It is a way to
love our neighbour and to steward the gift
of creation.”
Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury
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BAPTISMS: June 1899
“Go ye, and teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
June 2nd. – JAMES ALFRED, son of Ernest and Hetty Stott.
June 7th. – NORMAN, son of Tom and Harriet Ann Pullan.
June 9th. – VICTOR, son of John McArthur and Agnes Amelia McLeod.
June 9th. – ERNEST, son of Arthur and Clara Midgley.
June 9th. – ANNIE MAY, daughter of William and Harriet Todd.
June 11th. – AMY SARAH, daughter of Thomas and Lucy Yates.
June 11th. – MARY ELIZABETH, daughter of Thomas and Lucy Yates.
June 12th. – PERCY, son of Benjamin and Sarah Ellen Smith.
June 14th. – HILDA MARY, daughter of Edward Lancelot Hill and Sarah Smith.
June 14th. – JOHN DALEY, son of John and Clara Walker.
June 14th. – SQUIRE MACKINTOSH, son of George and Ida Farrand.
June 16th. – MAUD ELIZABETH, daughter of George and Mary Flesher.
June 16th. – FLORENCE ADA, daughter of Alfred and Florence Cowburn.
June 16th. – ELIZA ELLEN HARPER (no further details recorded).
June 23rd. – GLADYS, daughter of Henry and Edith Robinson.
June 23rd. – ALICE, daughter of William and Mary Ann McGowan.
June 23rd. – HARRY LEONARD, son of Henry and Annie Leeming.
June 25th. – ROBERT, son of Charles Herbert and Elizabeth Dawson.
June 25th. – FRED, son of Samuel and Sarah Rawnsley.
June 25th. – FRED, son of David and Ada Emma Walker.
June 25th. – ELIZABETH MAY, daughter of William and Annie Wade.

What a huge number of baptisms – 21 in just one month!
At Otley Parish Church throughout the whole of 2019
we had just 10 baptisms!
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We would love
to hear your
family news…
Have you just had or are
about to have a special
birthday or anniversary
celebration? Any of your family
members preparing for college
or university? Anyone starting a
new job? Is there a marriage on
the way? A new baby arrived in the family, maybe? One of your children
starting at nursery or school for the first time? Whatever family news you have
it would be lovely to hear from you and include it in next month’s
.
Photographs are always good to have as people may not know you by name
but they will probably recognise you by sight!
Please see the Copy Date
for when your family
news needs to be
received.
⚫ Perhaps you would like to
consider contributing
something for a future edition
of
? What about
one of our regular features
such as “In the Hot Seat” or
“A Day in the Life” or “My
Favourite Bible Verse? What
about a poem or a prayer? Or
something about “God in
Creation”? Before you write
it, please contact Stephen Hey
who will provide you with
some specific requirements.
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VICAR

DEPUTY CHURCHWARDEN

Revd. Graham Buttanshaw
01943 462240
g.buttanshaw@gmail.com

Barbara Nicholls
07747 848074
babs.nicholls@gmail.com

ASSOCIATE MINISTERS

PCC SECRETARY

Revd. Roger Dedman
01943 467540
rogerjdedman@gmail.com

Rosemary Ellen
01943 467646
rosemaryjellen@gmail.com

Revd. Stewart Hartley
01943 464106
sr.hartley47@gmail.com

PCC TREASURER

READERS
Janet Buttanshaw
01943 462240
buttanshawje@gmail.com
Jackie Hird
01943 462858
hirds@phonecoop.coop

Norman Barr
01943 464382
otleybarrs@googlemail.com
BAPTISM CO-ORDINATOR
Glynis Milner
01943 462472
barryglynis.milner@outlook.com

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
CHURCHWARDENS
Kevin Keefe
01943 466177 / 07722 999818
kevin@keefe.org.uk
Barry Milner
01943 462472
barryglynis.milner@outlook.com
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Jenny Liston
07743 330264
jenny@otleyparishchurch.org
IN TOUCH EDITOR
Stephen Hey
01943 969624
stephenhey01@gmail.com

Beer Festival
Allan Boddy
01943 466182

Newall Ladies Fellowship
Val Tait
01943 464032

Bell Ringers
Meg Morton
01943 461836

Open House
Church Office
01943 465927

Craftynuts Craft Group
Lynne Barber
01943 466493

Scrapbooking
Lynne Barber
01943 466493

Flower Arranging
Val Tait
01943 464032

Steel Magnolias
Shirley Parker
01943 466956

Knit and Natter
Jo Briscoe
01943 466515

Sunday Club & 7up
Janet Buttanshaw
01943 462240

Little Rascals/Baby Rascals
Eileen Barr 01943 464382
Jean Boddy 01943 466183

Sustainability Group
Dave Cherry
01943 463896

Local to Global
Rosemary Hartley
01943 464106

Uniformed Group
Bev and Mark Rothery
01943 467016

Messy Church
Janet Buttanshaw
01943 462240
Music Groups
Worship Team & ACTIVATE Band
Rick Mayers / richardmayers87@gmail.com / 01943 466182
Church Band & Church Choir
Pam Beck / 01943 462283
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