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OTLEY PARISH CHURCH

– the oldest building in
Otley – is at the heart of our
town and, for over 1,000
years, people have been
gathering here for worship,
significant family as well as
community events. “There is
a place for everyone, with
Christ at the centre of it all.”
We are a gathering place for
pilgrims on a journey of
discovery, kindling hope as
we go, helping one another
to be more fully alive to the
wonders, joys and sorrows of
life. We’d love you to share
the journey with us.

We want to grow in numbers,
in spiritual commitment to
Christ, and in service to our
local community.
Join us in worshipping God
together on Sundays and in
daily life; be with us as we
study and discern how to use
the Bible in the 21st century;
learn with us what it is to be
21st century disciples
following Jesus and help us,
with other churches in the
town, to bring good news to
Otley and far beyond.
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We would love
to hear your
family news…
Have you just had or
are about to have a
special birthday or
anniversary celebration?
Any of your family members
preparing for college or
university?
Anyone starting a new job? Is there a marriage on the way? A new baby
arrived in the family, maybe? One of your children starting at school for the
first time? Whatever your family news it would be lovely to hear from you and
to include it in the next issue of
.
Photographs are always good to have as people may not know you by name
but they will probably recognise you by sight!
Please see the Copy Date
for when your family
news needs to be
received.
⚫ Perhaps you would like to
consider contributing
something for a future
edition of
? What
about one of our regular
features such as “In the Hot
Seat” or “A Day in the Life”
or “My Favourite Bible
Verse?” What about a poem
or a prayer? Or something
about “God in Creation”?
Before you write it, please
contact Stephen Hey who
will provide you with some
specific requirements.

4

C ONTENTS

6

DEAR FRIENDS
Letter from Graham

8
11
14
17
19
22

PRAYER AND MISSION
John Simkins

23

THANK YOU GRAHAM & JANET
From many of our Church members

30
31

WE’VE BEEN VERY BLESSED
Graham, we bless you now and always

32

SO THE VICAR’S LEAVING?
Don’t panic!

FAMILY NEWS
Sharing our stories and family life
OPC SAYS FAREWELL
A farewell message to Graham & Janet
OTLEY TO GET A NEW VICAR
Telegraph and Argus
IN THE HOT SEAT
Graham Buttanshaw
MY FAVOURITE BIBLE VERSE
Janet Buttanshaw

A SPECIAL FAREWELL PRAYER
Graham and Janet

5

For one last time, I’m sitting here looking at a
blank screen, wondering what to write for the
Church magazine...
As you know, Janet and I are moving on
from Otley after 22 years. Our last Sunday is
21st November. Otley has been a great
place to live and bring up our children, Mark
and Tim. Tim was just 6 months old when
we arrived as many of you will remember.
And now we’re heading off to our house near
Northwich in Cheshire and not at all sure what will
come next. A hint of what may happen is elsewhere in this magazine.
Again and again in life we have to move on – leaving behind the familiar and
embracing a new context. Letting go and trusting God. Sometimes we
choose the transition, but often we have no choice. It starts when we’re born
and only finishes when we die – the final moving on in this age at least.
I’m still surprised when I tell people how long we’ve been here. It was never
my plan to stay so long! To be honest, there have been ups and downs, and
sometimes when I’ve been very keen to move on (Janet has rarely shared
that feeling!). But there have always been people who made it a joy to stay.
So what have I left to say?
Firstly, “Thank you”. We are so thankful to you all. When Janet and I first
looked at Otley Parish with a view to coming here, the Rural Dean, Peter
Sutcliffe, said that people at the Church simply needed to be loved. And he
gave us a great view of the parish in more than one way, as we looked
together at Otley town from the top of the Chevin.
We accepted that calling to love the people of Otley, but what we didn’t know
is how much love Otley had to give, and how much we would receive.
Secondly, “Love one another”. In a time when we’re all a bit confused as to
where society and the world is heading, and are rightly very concerned about
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many issues, the starting point is what it’s always been – growing a loving
community with Christ at the heart. Don’t be overly concerned with what you
must do. Be patient and plumb the rich depths of the Gospel.
To paraphrase St Paul: In so far as it depends on you, live at peace with
everyone. Be gentle with one another, kind and compassionate, forgiving
each other as God in Christ has forgiven you.
Thirdly, “Let your love embrace all” in the astounding welcome you give as
you reach out in love to all whom God lays on your hearts – in Otley and far
beyond. And especially those whom we think of as different, or difficult to
love. God’s grace is enough. There’s a place for everyone, with Christ at the
centre.
Fourthly, “Be honest”. God can meet us anywhere, even in our self-delusion,
but mostly, I think, he meets us when we’re honest. He speaks through us,
and moves most powerfully, when we are honest about our faith, not when
we mask our failings, or our doubts or our true feelings. Remember that the
word hypocrite comes from a Greek word describing an actor who wears a
mask. A hypocrite is someone speaking from behind a mask, pretending to
be someone else.
Fifthly, “You’ve got what it takes in spade loads.” Don’t wish for a new vicar
too soon! Have a good look around and see the talent in your midst. The
months ahead can be good and creative months for the whole church. As we
so often remind ourselves, the Church is the people not the building. Not a
vicar plus some pews. And you’re so talented, so loving, so good-looking…
Finally: “Be a World Church”
•
•
•

Here to serve the world because God so loved the world that he sent
his Son and still sends us in the power of his Spirit
Part of a world-wide community with every person from every nation
equally loved and cherished by God
Promoting care for the world, God’s creation

God bless you and keep you! Do come and visit us in Northwich.
With much love

Graham Buttanshaw - Vicar
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THE GREAT COMMISSION
Palestine, the Church now encompasses millions of people around the
world – and it's still growing today.
Jesus' command to his disciples that they should go to 'all peoples
everywhere and make them my disciples' is very well known to us. There
are three things that are worth noticing, though. First, Jesus says he's
been given 'all authority in heaven and on earth' – an amazing claim from
anyone, and particularly someone who has been crucified on a Roman
cross. This means that when we preach the gospel – however we do it –
we don't do it as though we were trying to make a sale to a reluctant
client, or begging them to give us something we need. We are
representing Jesus and announcing the truth.
Second, we don't always remember the content of the message we're
given: we're to 'teach them to obey everything I have commanded
you'. That 'everything' is very demanding – and before we can teach
anything, we have to be willing to learn. The Sermon on the
Mount (Matthew 5–7) sets a very high standard, but Jesus taught his
disciples throughout the Gospels, in word and deed as well. Learning to
obey Jesus is a life-long task. How about reading through the Gospels
with pen and paper in hand, noting down everything Jesus tells us to do?
Third, though, Jesus says: 'I will be with you always, to the end of the
age' (Matthew 28.20). We might feel very isolated sometimes when
we're the only believer in our family or place of work, but we are never
really alone: Jesus is with us. There's nothing we can't do in his strength,
empowered by his Holy Spirit.

Reproduced by permission
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In this change time for us all I have been reflecting again about how each of
us has a part to play as God’s church. When we are gathered, and when we
are ‘out there’ into our daily lives, we are a ‘special agent’ for God’s Kingdom
to come. To be honest, what follows is an edited extract from a booklet I
wrote called ‘Prayer Ideas for Everyday Christians’ (you can have a copy if
you want – but this is not a marketing exercise!).

EVERY PERSON
In 1 Timothy 2 verses 1-4 the Apostle Paul writes: I urge, that petitions,
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people… This is
good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all people to be saved and
to come to a knowledge of the truth. The implication is that if all people and
their settings are to be influenced and ‘reached’ this requires all God’s people
to be involved.
‘The Parable of the Talents’ in Matthew 25 verses 14-30 makes me believe
that this is a time for the ‘one talent’ people. Remember that a wealthy man
gave gold (talents) to be well managed while he was away. The one who had
received a small amount decided to ‘bury’ his one talent (read it!). He got
roundly told off and his responsibilities had to be picked up by others. Only by
everyone participating - avoiding rubbishing our own, maybe ‘small’,
opportunities - can the job be done.

EVERY DAY
Psalm 27 verse 4: One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek: that I
may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life. Psalm 23 verse
6: Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life.
There is a need for us to find, and pastorally, help others to find, our all the
days ways of relating to God.
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EVERY PLACE
In 1 Timothy 2 verses 8-9 Paul writes: Therefore, I want men everywhere to
pray… also women. Genesis 28 tells the story of Jacob when he was
journeying away from a sad home and his own past failings. He was in a
remote spot on his own and had a dream of God dropping down a ladder to
him for access to Himself. In verses 16-17 it says When Jacob awoke from
his sleep, he thought, ‘Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware
of it.’ He was afraid and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other
than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven’. And he wasn’t in any
building or congregation at the time. Nice one!
God is everywhere but the knowledge of God is not. Our Christian heritage
teaches us that there is no place where he is not, but we often
compartmentalise our lives, forgetting that he is present and approachable
everywhere.

EVERY SITUATION
Here are some familiar words by Paul in Philippians 4 verses 6-7: Do not be
anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God and the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
Nehemiah 2 verse 4–5 shows Nehemiah in a tricky work situation in front of
his ‘boss’. He shoots up a ‘help’ request on the spot: The king said to me,
‘What is it you want?’ Then I prayed to the God of heaven, and I answered
the king….
Perhaps, for some of us, the idea of praying or being prayerful in the midst of
ordinary life is a new way of thinking. But it is exceptionally relevant in our
current world of busyness.
We need to find a ‘theology’ for being the church when we are not ‘at church’.

POSTSCRIPT
We know that ‘the word of God’, as in the Parable of the Sower, is pictured
as seed, but it is also worth reflecting on this from Matthew 13 verse 8: The
field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the
kingdom. Wherever we are WE are God’s seed and the prayerful presence
of US is a means by which God’s presence is brought into our ‘real-life’
situations. Oh, and let me be clear, I definitely want to keep on gathering for
worship, fellowship and welcoming others!
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Connie
Pettinger
looked very
grown up
when she
celebrated
her 2nd
birthday on
11th October
2021. She’s
seen here
preparing tea
and biscuits
for her mum
Katherine,
and dad Tom!
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Molly Hird celebrating her 18th birthday on 3rd October 2021
with mum Jackie and dad Martin.

WELCOME SARAH
McCORMACK!
Sarah became our
new Church
Administrator in the
middle of October.
She’s a member of
Otley Parish Church
and is usually with us
on Sundays with her
children Violet (5) and
Johnny (2). Sarah will
be working in the
church office at “The
Chestnuts” for 3 days
each week on
Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and
Thursdays from
9.30am to 3.00pm.
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ROSEMARY
HARTLEY
very sadly died on
Wednesday 13th October 2021.
She had celebrated her 74th
birthday just 6 weeks before
on 2nd September.
Rosemary was a much loved
member of our Church and was
involved in a variety of ways.
She married Stewart on
16th November 1980. Our
thoughts and prayers are very
much with Stewart and daughter
Jude at this sad time.
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N 1999 we welcomed a new couple with a young son and a baby boy as
the new residents to the Vicarage on Burras Lane. The parish had been
without a priest since July 1998 and we were looking for someone with
leadership and vision to steer the church into the new millennium. The last 22
years have proven that we were not disappointed in our choice.
Graham inherited a church with severe financial difficulties. We had not paid
our full Parish Share for many years and at the end of 1998 the total arrears
stood at £33,766.
We had a diverse style of worship and many different services with little
interaction between the different congregations.
The fabric of the church was in a poor condition and would need significant
investment in the medium term.
Graham met all these issues head on and provided leadership, vision and
commitment throughout the difficult process of dealing with these challenging
problems.
Following various stewardship campaigns we have now cleared our debt and
regularly pay our full Share; indeed in 2020 we paid an extra amount to
support other churches who were struggling.
The service pattern was changed, maintaining traditional worship but
introducing a main service which brought our church together as a family,
caring for each other with Christ at the centre.
After many years of negotiation with various interested parties we were able
to embark on the major reordering OASIS project, resulting in a warm, light,
welcoming worship space equipped with the latest audio visual equipment.
Throughout his ministry in Otley, Graham has mentored several curates: Phil
Moon, John Rogers, John Parkin, Jimmy Lawrence and Jonathan Cain, and
worked with many retired priests in the parish – Dick John, John Cooper,
Tony Keddie, Roger Dedman, Stewart Hartley.
Graham has encouraged us to look outward from the parish, to support local
charities such as Joanna and Caring for Life and to look to the wider world
through our links with Kiwoko and Kisiizi.
Graham has instigated many initiatives with the local community. The Otley
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Beer Festival is a popular event which has raised valuable funds for the
church and local charities. He was a prime mover through Churches
Together in starting Otley Food Bank which has supported many through
difficult times and worked with West Yorkshire Destitute Asylum seekers
Network to run the night shelter in the former Salvation Army hall.
Our mission statement, ‘A place for everyone, with Christ at the centre’ is at
the heart of our Open House ministry. Again this shows Graham’s vision and
the importance of outreach to the wider community.
Graham has worked closely with the local schools, using the Open the Book
resources to bring Bible stories alive for the children, conducting assemblies
and encouraging the schools to use our building for their special services and
concerts.
Graham’s caring ministry in his wider parish work when meeting with couples
to be married, families planning baptisms and comforting the bereaved has
encouraged and enabled many people to reflect on the personal love God
has for them throughout each of their lives.
In the final phase of his ministry Graham was faced with a pandemic. He rose
to the challenge and thanks to the equipment installed as part of the
reordering project we were able to provide good quality on-line streamed
services. This kept our church family connected but was also such a comfort
to bereaved families when attendance at funerals were strictly limited.
Of course, we are also saying farewell to Janet who has contributed so much
to parish life.
Janet has led the children’s work in the parish, encouraging and resourcing
the leaders to deliver appropriate sessions for the different age groups and
initiating links with local schools.
Janet soon saw the possibilities of our new worship space to introduce
Messy Church, a joyous blend of craft work, bible stories and food,
welcoming many local families into our building.
Janet worked hard to develop the Explore Together services which enabled
us to worship in new ways and deepen our faith using all our senses to
engage with the gospel.
Everyone in the church family and the wider community will have their own
thoughts on aspects of Graham and Janet’s ministry which are important to
them.
They have touched many hearts throughout their time with us and they will
be greatly missed.
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23 October 1999

Otley is at last to get a new vicar – all the way from
Uganda.
Graham Buttanshaw, 40, has been in Africa for the last four
years with the Church Mission Society, where he has been
training church leaders displaced by the civil war for the
Episcopal Church of Sudan.
Now, Rev Buttanshaw is due back in the country and will take
up his new position at All Saints Parish Church, Kirkgate, on
Sunday November 7th.
Mr Buttanshaw, who is married to Janet and has two children,
Mark (9), and Timothy (6 months), said he was looking
forward to being in Otley.
He said: “I am fired by the challenge of maintaining a
powerful Christian influence in Otley that continues to be
inclusive and outward looking but is nonetheless relevant and
challenging.”
Mr Buttanshaw added he was also drawn to the splendid view
from the top of Otley Chevin.
“How can you say no to a town that beautiful? It looks very
inviting,” he said.
Mr Buttanshaw, who enjoys cricket, drama and real ale, has
degrees in Economics and English Literature from Trinity
College, Dublin and trained for the ministry at St John’s
College, Nottingham. He served as a curate in Edge Hill,
Liverpool.
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The church has been without a vicar for 18 months after the
departure of Rev Ian Rodley.
And at last Sunday’s services, when Mr Buttanshaw’s
appointment was announced, there was resounding applause
from the congregations.
A special service will be held at the church once Mr
Buttanshaw and his family arrive in the town.
(This article is reproduced from the Telegraph & Argus dated
23rd October 1999 but with an amendment. Throughout the
original newspaper article, Graham’s name was incorrectly
spelled as ‘Buttershaw’.)

The Buttanshaw Family in 1999
Left to right, Graham, Janet, Mark (9) and Tim (6) months)
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Hello Graham!
Some of us have known you for
many years and think we know
all about you! Others may be
fairly new to our Church and
don’t know much about you at
all. We would all love to know
more, so will you please answer a
few questions that will help us to
get to know you better?
Thank you!
When were you born and where did ou grow up?
I was born in Dublin in 1959 and grew up there.
Where did you go to school?
In Dublin until I was 13, then 4 years at a Boarding School near
Peterborough.
Which college or university did you go to and what did you study?
Trinity College Dublin for Degrees in Economics and English Literature.
Where and when did you meet Janet?
In Juba, South Sudan, in 1986 after Janet came to work as a teacher in a
local school there.
How many children do you have?
Two sons – Mark (30) and Tim (22).
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What do they do?
Mark is married to Louisa and works for the Courts and Tribunals Service in
the Ministry of Justice. Tim has just finished a Physics degree in Bath. He’s
doing a year’s part-time internship with the Bath Vineyard Church and is
about to start a part-time job with Defra as a Statistics Officer.
Do you have brothers and sisters?
Three brothers - two older and one younger. One is in Worcestershire, two in
Dublin.
When and where did you become a Christian?
I had a life-changing conversion experience in 1979 when I was a student
doing a holiday job in Pennsylvania, USA. God is still converting me.
What was your main occupation before training for ordination?
I was Logistics Management Officer for a Christian Relief and Development
Agency in South Sudan.
How many years have you and Janet been in Otley?
22 years. We came last century – in 1999!
Where were you before coming to Otley?
The previous 4 years were in Northern Uganda working at a college which
trained Sudanese for work in the Episcopal Church of the Sudan.
Do you have a favourite verse of Scripture? If so, what is it?
No – or far too many to mention. I particularly love the Old Testament, not
least Ecclesiastes, Ruth and Jonah. I enjoy leafing through Proverbs too.
Do you have a favourite Christian hymn or song?
Not really, but ‘Beauty for Brokenness’ does come to mind.
Do you like classical music? Do you have a favourite piece?
I’m pretty ignorant about classical music, but there are lots of pieces I love.
Two favourite pieces are Ennio Morricone’s ‘Gabriel’s Oboe’ and Mozart’s
‘Clarinet Concerto’.
What about modern songs or music – anything in particular?
What counts as ‘modern’? I love Pink Floyd, Genesis, Bob Dylan, Eva
Cassidy and the music of Les Misérables. I love watching Pointless on TV
but never have a clue about modern music.
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Can you play a musical instrument?
Not really. I used to play the guitar a bit and enjoy tootling on the recorder.
I’m hoping to learn to play the flute in retirement.
Do you have a favourite part of Yorkshire you like to visit?
Anywhere in the Yorkshire Dales.
Is there somewhere you would like to go on holiday where you’ve not
been before, regardless of expense?
Israel/Palestine.
A book you especially enjoyed reading – Christian or non-Christian?
‘East of Eden’ by John Steinbeck. So insightful and beautifully written.
Do you have a hobby or something you enjoy doing to relax?
Reading, writing, puzzles, walking, playing and watching cricket and drinking
good ale.
What would be your favourite meal – 2 or even 3 courses?
Chicken Liver Pate, Fillet Steak and Damson Crumble (with whipped cream,
custard AND vanilla ice cream).
If you could meet and have dinner with any person who ever lived, who
would it be and why?
Jesus of course. After Jesus, Janet. And then probably George Eliot, the 19th
century (female) novelist.
If you were to spend a whole year on a desert island on your own what
luxury would you take with you?
A year on a desert island sounds like enough luxury to me at the moment.
But since you’re offering – a year’s supply of a peaty single malt whisky like
‘Talisker’ or ‘Laphroaig’ would go down well. The Irish usually do things much
better than the Scots but whisky might be an exception.
What are your immediate plans once you leave Otley Parish Church?
R & R. (Rest and Recuperation!), then Christmas. Then various writing
projects and maybe some activism in issues of international justice. And
listening, hopefully, for the call of God into whatever’s next.
Which one word best describes your life right now?
Changing.
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JANET BUTTANSHAW
“Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give you. I do not give
to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.”
(John 14:27 NIV)
This verse was printed on a card a
friend sent to us (Graham, Janet and
Mark) when we went to Koboko in
Uganda. We had the card up on a
shelf in our house. There were a lot
of Sudanese refugees in the area and
for many it was a difficult time.
Sometimes we had to travel for
meetings and on one occasion when
we were away (thankfully) the
college where we were based was
attacked. Our house was peppered
with bullets. The students were
understandably very upset at what
had happened. However, afterwards
they retrieved for us as many of our
things as they could.
One of the things they returned
to us was the card with this verse on.
It had a bullet hole through it. For me
this has been a constant reminder of
the truth that God's peace is an
amazing gift. This doesn't mean that
you will not have conflict, stress, or
difficult times. Peace comes when we
know that God is with us and can
trust that He is working His purposes
out, even when we find it difficult to
understand.
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A very special thank you from those within our Church
for everything Graham and Janet have meant to them.
ROY MORGAN

RICHARD & LOUISE LEE

I still remember your care and
kindness fourteen years ago,
Graham. Also, Janet’s kindness
to me and the neighbours.

Thank you Graham and Janet
for both your listening ears and
your support to Richard and
myself as our Church leaders
and neighbours. We wish you
every success.

BARBARA NICHOLLS
Thank you both for your support
over the past eleven years,
always putting prayer, hope and
trust in the Lord at the forefront
of our worship.

LIZ HEFFER
You have been the most hard
working and caring Vicar that I
have ever known in all my 83
years.

NORMAN & EILEEN BARR
KATE HOBSON

Thank you Graham and Janet
for your servant hearts to us
all.

Thank you Graham for giving
me the opportunity to become a
Server. This has made the act of
Communion so much deeper for
me.

JEREMY HAMER
Thanks for pastoral care before
and after the death of my wife,
Dr Sonia Hamer. Sadly, Covid
prevented both a Church
funeral and a Memorial service.
This though can wait a while.

MAGGIE LOLASHVILI
You have a love of people and
a fantastic sense of humour – a
brilliant mix!
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SHEILA PICKERSGILL

PAM BECK

A big thank you Graham and
Janet for all you’ve done, not
only for the Church but the
whole community of Otley.
You’ve made a big difference –
I can’t imagine OPC without
you both. We’ll all miss you.

Thank you Graham for your
support of All Saints School –
both Junior and Primary, and for
strengthening the link with OPC.

ROGER & JEAN DEDMAN
We shall always be grateful for
your support when our
grandson, Harry, was ill and
particularly when he died aged
6½ in 2014

RHONA SMITH
Thank you Graham for listening
to me, and for understanding
what I was trying to say when I
returned to OPC’s congregation.
My best wishes to you and
Janet for a very happy
retirement.

ANGELA JEW
Thank you Graham for your
kindness and especially for your
listening ear. We are all blessed
that both you and Janet have
woven a strong web within OPC
and beyond. God bless.

MONICA & TONY
CLAASSEN
We will miss you very much
and wish you a wonderful life
ahead. You will be a real
blessing to the community you
are moving into. With much
love.

ELEANOR, ALAN,
NATALIE & MICHAEL
BOWMAN

ROSEMARY ELLEN

A huge thank you for all you
have done for OPC over the
years. We have loved being a
part of it with you both. It really
won’t be the same without you;
you will be greatly missed.

Thank you Graham and Janet
for the loving care and the
teaching you have given to us.
You will be a hard act to follow.
Love and best wishes.
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SARAH, LEE, VIOLET &

MARGARET PARKIN

JOHNNY McCORMACK

Thank you for your love and
support through the good times
and the hard times. You will be
missed. John especially
appreciated your support during
his ministry. Love and peace to
you.

Thank you for your faithful and
loving service to our Church
and community. You have
given hope and
encouragement to so many.
Much love from us all.
ENID TUTESIGENSI &

EUNICE GRANGE

FAMILY

Thank you for a very special
friendship, sound Christian
teaching and love from both of
you.

Thank you for all your hard
work over the years. We pray
for God’s blessing over the
next chapter of you lives.
KAREN O’HARA

TIM MARSHALL

I am going to miss Graham so
much! Our church mission
statement is what he stands
by, ‘everyone is welcome’. He
cares about us all and has
compassion for the vulnerable
people in our world, the poor
and the suffering, as he follows
Jesus’s example of justice, joy
and peace, available for all
through Christ.

When I arrived in Otley about
four years ago both Graham
and Janet were very much
instrumental in attracting me to
OPC. I will certainly miss them.
I hope and pray our Church will
continue in the same vein that
Graham is leaving it.

JILL McKEE
SARAH AGAR-BRENNAN

Thank you Graham for how you
have reached out to the
marginalised in our community
and for all the other unseen
work that you do.

Thank you Graham and Janet
for making us feel so welcome
at Church You will both be very
much missed.
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DAVE CHERRY & FAMILY
Brilliant Vicar and Friend!
I’ve always enjoyed your enthusiastic worship and humour. You
turned the Cherry family into regular members of the OPC
congregation. You often encouraged and trusted Carol and me to
promote Climate Change and Biodiversity initiatives within the
Sustainability Group – even if we sometimes broke a few rules!
You were so kind and supportive to Carol and my whole family during
her brave battle with ovarian cancer. Carol really appreciated your
visits and comforting prayers during our difficult times, as did Lisa,
Katherine, Avril and me.
Over recent years you supported my family in many ways, including
leading my Mum’s Funeral Service, Kath and Tim’s Wedding, formally
blessing Avril & Chris’s Wedding in difficult Covid circumstances, and
led Carol’s Crematorium Service.
Outside Church we have had some memorable times too! I won’t
forget being part of a small group with you while volunteering at the
Jungle Camp in Calais, and meeting Tina Brocklebank. Sharing a
room with you in the Youth Hostel was interesting. (I won’t mention
your lack of showers and smuggled bottle of red wine!) This was an
incredible, but sad life experience.
We have often enjoyed walking together, such as the Yorkshire Three
Peaks in storm force winds with Carol and Mark. Recently you gave
me great support and walked with me on the Macmillan 26-mile Hike
in the Dales in memory of my dear Carol. We raised £4,650.
Graham, Janet and your family will be greatly missed and won’t be
forgotten. I hope you will be happy and healthy in your new life. I know
you will pursue many new interests, write articles and express yourself
in many ways.
Finally, I hope you can attend and have some involvement in Carol’s
Memorial Service and Life Celebration at Ilkley Tennis Club on
January 29th, 2021. I also hope in the future that we can do some
more long distance walking together.
Love and God bless.
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CHRIS & MARY HUBY

BARRY & GLYNIS MILNER

Thank you Graham and Janet
for all you have done for us
during your time in Otley, and
best wishes for the future as
you move on to ‘pastures new’.

It has been a privilege and joy
to have shared 22 years of your
Christian ministry with you. God
bless you both richly in all His
new plans for you.
STEPHEN & BERYL HEY

MAGGIE WATSON

We arrived at OPC seven years
ago. We were overwhelmed by
the welcome and very soon felt
that we belonged. A big thank
you Graham and Janet for your
ministry. We are grateful and
very blessed. We wish you all
the best for the new chapter in
your future.

Thanks Graham and Janet for
all you have given to OPC. I
have only known you for a few
years but I have enjoyed your
teaching, fellowship, friendship
and fun! Wishing you every
happiness in whatever you get
up to in your well deserved
retirement. With love.

ANNE & JOHN RAFTERY
JENNIFER PECKHAM,

Graham, when we arrived at
OPC just over 3 years ago you
kindly allowed us to settle in at
our own pace allowing us to
feel totally accepted. One of the
things we love most about you
is your ability to make mistakes
but steer them into humour
instead, this making everyone
feel comfortable and happy!

STELLA & OWEN
You’ve both been a huge
blessing to our Church, and
Owen would especially like to
thank Janet for Sunday Club
and Messy Church.

LESLEY, JOHN,
NATHANIEL &

MAXINE BROWN

CATHERINE PATCHETT

I hope your move to Cheshire is
as happy as my move to Otley
has been. If it is, I know you will
have a wonderful life there.

Thank you for showing so
much kindness to our family.
Love and blessings.
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JOHN & ANNE SIMKINS

ALAN & JEAN
SCHOFIELD

You not only have a warmer
and brighter building, you’ve
done the same for the people.
Thank you for encouraging the
wider church in Otley.

Thank you Graham and Janet
for all you have done for our
Church and parishioners. We
hope you both have a long and
happy retirement.

STEPHEN & MARGARET
TURNER
MOLLY STURT

What an amazing couple you
have been, not just to the Parish
Church but the whole
community of Otley. We will
miss you so much especially
your pastoral and loving hearts.
Every blessing for the next part
of your journey into retirement
and the new challenges you will
face in your future life together.

I was so grateful for your
support when David died. Thank
you Graham.

MARTYN, ZOE, ELLIOT,
ANNA & BEN SMITH
Thank you for welcoming us
here at such a key part of our
family’s life. You mean the world
to all of us! We feel privileged to
be a part of the Otley Parish
Church family. We will miss you
greatly but are so happy and
excited for what the future holds
for you!

ALLEN BRADFORD
As a relatively new worshipper
to OPC I have found your
ministry a wonderful
experience, and want to thank
you both for your kind home
visits during my illness. May
the Lord bless you both in your
retirement.

JOHN & GISELA MOULDS
Thank you both for guiding our
congregation to make the
welcome words of OPC a reality
and encouraging us to accept
everyone for whom they are.

KEVIN & WENDY KEEFE
Thank you, Graham and Janet,
for your leadership of such a
welcoming and inclusive church.
28

HELEN & PETE

JANET HOWARD

CHIPPINDALE

Thank you Janet and Graham
for making me feel so welcome
at OPC. It feels like too short a
time, especially with the
pandemic getting in the way!
Janet, I’ve enjoyed getting to
know you a bit better on a few
weeks we’ve had together. I
wish you good health and
happiness as you begin your
well-earned retirement.

Thank you Graham and
Janet for your service to God
here in Otley. Your kind
words and wisdom have
been a comfort to many
people of the years. We will
miss you but hope you both
have a very long and
peaceful retirement.

VAL TAIT

KAREN, ANDREW, RYAN
& JEREMY WEIR

Thank you for all the help and
encouragement you have given
me with the various activities in
which I have been involved.
You will both be sadly missed.

Our kids grew up together in
Church! Many happy memories
of church weekends away!
Enjoy a well-earned retirement.
GILL, GEOFF & ELIZA PARK

Dear Graham and Janet, you’ve made OPC such a fantastic place to be
and we’ll miss you very much, even (especially!) your unexpected
appearances at our back door!! Lots of love from Gill, Geoff and your
biggest fan, Eliza x

Not only shall we
miss seeing
Graham, but we
shall also miss
hearing what he
says umpteen times
during our Church
services…!

If it’s not too
difficult for you…
would you like
to stand!
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Graham, you can be free now to retire, rest
and relax!
Continue to listen to the call of Christ, to
respond to His call on your life in new ways as
the Spirit leads you.
For all that has been in these full years of
your ministry we say a BIG thank you.
For all funerals led, people visited, lives
mourned,
For all new lives welcomed, thanksgivings and
baptisms celebrated,
For all new relationships blessed and
marriages marked,
For new members welcomed, churches and
communities sustained,
For all teaching, sermons and prayers, songs
and hymns chosen, liturgies crafted,
connections with news and everyday life
woven together,
For all communities and organisations
supported, stories listened to and held with
care and confidence, for kingdom work
unnoticed and hard to measure.
Thank you.

Graham, we bless you now and always.

30

A Special Farewell Prayer For

FATHER, SON AND SPIRIT,

WE are feeling sad that Graham and Janet are moving on.
YOU are glad that they will be where you want them to be.

WE are thankful for all they have done for this church community, and
all they have meant to us and our town.
YOU are pleased with them - “well done, good and faithful
servants” - and know much more than we do about their thoughts and
challenges.

WE pray for them as they journey. God, be with them and go before
them.
YOU hear our prayers – we are glad, knowing that you pick up
our hopes for them – not just our words. As they have blessed us, so
may there be abundance awaiting them – more than they can ask or
imagine.

Here they are, Lord,
and their leaving is YOUR sending!
AMEN
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So the Vicar’s Leaving?
Don’t panic!
As we digest the news that Graham is retiring, many of us are
wondering what happens now.
Some people assumed we would have a new priest in place by
Christmas. Yes, but which Christmas?
We thought that people would appreciate an outline of the procedure
used to appoint a new priest.
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) will draw up a Parish Profile. This
gives the background to the parish, our strengths and weaknesses and
our hopes for the type of person we would like to fill the vacancy. It is
our intention to consult widely before compiling the Profile.
When this has been discussed and agreed with the Diocese it is used to
make a Parish Brochure which will be used to advertise the vacancy.
The PCC will elect two lay members to act as the parish representatives
in connection with the selection of the new vicar.
The PCC will meet with representatives from the Diocese to exchange
views about the vacancy.
The Diocese will choose suitable candidates to present to the parish.
There is usually an informal introduction to the parish followed by a
formal interview.
The Diocese will support the parish throughout the period when we are
‘between vicars’.
The prayers of all the church community will be needed during the
process as we discern God’s plan for the parish going forward. As it
says in Luke Chapter 12, verse 30, ‘God knows our needs’.
The main message is that Graham has encouraged lay ministry
throughout his time with us and we are well resourced to face the
challenge ahead.
We will keep everyone informed of progress and if anyone has any
questions please speak to a Churchwarden or a PCC member.
Our aim is to continue God’s work in the parish with His help and our
prayers while we await our new vicar’s appointment.
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VICAR

DEPUTY CHURCHWARDEN

Revd. Graham Buttanshaw
01943 462240
g.buttanshaw@gmail.com

Barbara Nicholls
07747 848074
babs.nicholls@gmail.com

ASSOCIATE MINISTERS

PCC SECRETARY

Revd. Roger Dedman
01943 467540
rogerjdedman@gmail.com

Rosemary Ellen
01943 467646
rosemaryjellen@gmail.com

Revd. Stewart Hartley
01943 464106
sr.hartley47@gmail.com

PCC TREASURER

READERS
Janet Buttanshaw
01943 462240
buttanshawje@gmail.com
Jackie Hird
01943 462858
hirds@phonecoop.coop
CHURCHWARDENS
Kevin Keefe
01943 466177 / 07722 999818
kevin@keefe.org.uk

Tony Pike
07977 463562
treasurer@otleyparishchurch.org
BAPTISM CO-ORDINATOR

Glynis Milner
01943 462472
barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Jenny Liston
07743 330264
jenny@otleyparishchurch.org

CHURCH WEBSITE MANAGER

Barry Milner
01943 462472
barrynglynis.milner@outlook.co
m

Kevin Keefe
01943 466177 / 07722 999818
kevin@keefe.org.uk

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR

IN TOUCH EDITOR

Sarah McCormack
01943 465927
info@otleyparishchurch.org

Stephen Hey
01943 969624
stephenhey01@gmail.com
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Beer Festival
Allan Boddy
01943 466182

Newall Ladies Fellowship
Val Tait
01943 464032

Bell Ringers
Julia Thornely / Jenny Liston
07979 957393 / 07743 330264

Open House
Barry Milner
barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com
m

Craftynuts Craft Group
Lynne Barber
01943 466493

Scrapbooking
Lynne Barber
01943 466493

Flower Arranging
Val Tait
01943 464032

Steel Magnolias
Shirley Parker
01943 466956

Knit and Natter
Jo Briscoe
01943 466515

Sunday Club & 7up
Janet Buttanshaw
01943 462240

Baby Rascals / Little Rascals
Eileen Barr 01943 464382
Jean Boddy 01943 466182

Sustainability Group
Dave Cherry
01943 463896

Local to Global
Georgina Drew
gdrew007@hotmail.com

Uniformed Group
Bev and Mark Rothery
01943 467016

Messy Church
Janet Buttanshaw
01943 462240

Youth Group
Martyn Smith
07703 662016

Music Groups:
Worship Team
Rick Mayers / richardmayers87@gmail.com / 01943 466182
Church Choir & Band
Pam Beck / 07951 699244
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