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OTLEY PARISH CHURCH 
is the oldest building in 

Otley. It’s at the heart of 
our town and, for over 
1,000 years, people have 

been gathering here for 
worship, with significant 

family as well as community 
events.  
 

We are a gathering place for 
pilgrims on a journey of 

discovery, kindling hope as 
we go, helping one another 
to be more fully alive to the 

wonders, joys and sorrows 
of life. We’d love you to 

share the journey with us.  
  
We want to grow in 

numbers, in spiritual 

commitment to Christ, and 
in service to our local 

community. 
 

Join us in worshipping God 
together on Sundays and in 
daily life; be with us as we 

study and discern how to 
use the Bible in the 21st 

century; learn with us what 
it is to be 21st century 
disciples following Jesus and 

help us, with other churches 
in the town, to bring good 

news to Otley and far beyond. 

“There is a place  
for everyone, with 

Christ at the centre of 

it all.” 
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2. WHO ARE WE? 

4. DEAR FRIENDS 

6. IN THE HOT SEAT 

11. MY FAVOURITE BIBLE VERSE 

 

 
12. IT SHOULDN’T HAPPEN TO A VICAR 

14. FRIDAY CAFÉ  

 

 
15. 

 
 

FAMILY MATTERS 

21. LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

25. WHO WAS FRANCIS PATRICK BELLESME ASHE? 

26. LIVING WITH HEARING LOSS 

28. KEEP IN TOUCH WITH… IN TOUCH 
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I am hopeful that 
under Aaron’s 
ministry we will 
change, and our 
knowledge of, and our 
relationship with God, 
will also change. I 
hope we will try new 
things and will 
embrace new 
opportunities for 
mission and growth. 
 

LETTER 
FROM 

JACKIE 
HIRD 

 

Jackie is a  

Licensed Lay Minister 

at Otley Parish Church 

 

How are you with change? 
 
It’s holiday season when many of us 
will go away for a change of scene - 
“a change is as good as a rest”, the 
saying goes although I am hoping 
for both! 
 
Many of our young people are 
preparing for change as they say 
goodbye to old classes, familiar  
teachers and maybe even schools. 
  
I learnt a long time ago that I enjoy 
change - if I have instigated it! I am 
excited by it if I have control over it. 
I am less happy when change is 
imposed upon me. Taking myself 
out of my comfort zone to embrace 
new experiences and new 
challenges is one thing. Being 
pushed out of my comfort zone is 
quite another!  
 
Last November we had, as a 
Church, to face up to the change of 
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we can uphold each other in uncertain 
times. 
 
I am hopeful that under Aaron’s 
ministry we will change, and our 
knowledge of, and our relationship 
with God, will also change. I hope we 
will try new things and will embrace 
new opportunities for mission and 
growth. 
  
A few Sundays ago we learnt a new 
song: 
 
We are not made for the harbour  
We are made for the sea. 
Though at times it’s wild and cold and 
dark, 
It’s where we are meant to be. 
You launch us out as a Father 
Though we may be tossed about, 
But your presence in the storm 
It walls us in and calls us out. 
 
Let us be sea people and not harbour 
people here at OPC.  
 
I love the C.S. Lewis quote from The 
Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe.  
Susan asks of Aslam, “Is he quite 
safe?” Mr Beaver replies, “Who said 
anything about safe? Of course he 
isn’t safe. But he is GOOD”. 
 
In this next season let’s remember we 
love and serve Jesus who isn’t safe 
but who is very good. Let us be willing 
to embrace the changes that are up 
ahead and let’s get ready to give 
Aaron, Grace, Gabriel and Clement, 
an OPC welcome as we look forward 
to growing in the knowledge and love 
of Jesus with them. 

Graham and Janet leaving Otley. We 
felt the pain of loss but then had to 
settle into the new normal. But we 
knew it was a temporary norm and we 
looked forward with anticipation to 
welcoming a new vicar. Things have 
been put on hold and we concentrate 
on supporting each other and 
encouraging those who have stepped 
up to fill the gaps. We have, I think, 
done ok!  
 
But now we know that it is Aaron 
Kennedy who will be our new vicar, we 
must prepare to welcome him and his 
family to Otley.  
 
So, very soon it will be all change 
again. As the family prepare to leave 
their current home, their church and 
their friends, can we prepare for their 
arrival? Can we prepare our hearts to 
welcome and embrace the changes 
that will and should be coming? Let us 
look forward to change which will 
undoubtedly benefit us all, and not 
keep saying, “but Graham always did it 
like this…” 
 
In times of unrest, perhaps you 
comfort yourself with the knowledge 
that God does not change. Hebrews 
13 vs. 8 reminds us that, “Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday and today and 
for ever”. Malachi 3 vs. 6 says, “I the 
Lord do not change”. 
 
And whilst it is true that God does not 
change, our knowledge of Him, our 
experience of Him and our relationship 
with Him does and should change. As 
we learn more, grow more and 
experience more the God we thought 
we knew and understood will change. 
That can feel scary. But that is why we 
are in community with each other so 
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When were you born and 
where did you grow up? 
I was born in 1945 in 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, 
and spent the first three years of 
my life with foster carers. My 
mother, who had no money, had 
to work in order to support both 
her and me but I saw her 
regularly. She spoke fluent 
French and was in the army in 
Paris and my Dad was an 
American army officer attached 
to the British army. He spoke 
fluent German and was also 
based in Paris. Both Mum and 
Dad were part of the Special 
Operations Executive in France. 
Dad died in a German 
Concentration camp at the end of 
the war leaving Mum quite alone 
while expecting me. She returned 
to England at the end of 1945. 

Where did you go to school? 
At the age of 3 I went to a 
boarding school in East Anglia 
paid for by my uncle. I loved the 
school as it gave me some 
security but the regime was 
harsh – up at 6am for prayers, 
wash, change into uniform, make 
my own bed. I was so small that I 
had to have a step so I could 
reach the top of the bed. 
Breakfast was at 7.30am, then it 
was school lessons until 4pm. 

When I was 6 we both went to 
Australia on the £10 ticket, again 

paid for by my uncle thinking it 
would be a better life there. I 
remember little of the voyage 
except I didn’t want to leave 
England. We docked in 
Melbourne on a cold, miserable 
and rainy day. Yes, it can rain in 
Australia but not an auspicious 
beginning of our new life. I lived 
for sixteen years in Melbourne 
where I had most of my 
schooling. My senior school was 
called Mordialloc High School run 
along old fashion lines of correct 
uniform, no eating food outside, 
hat on in all weathers etc. 
Corporal punishment for any 
infringement to the rules was a 
regular thing but when I look 
back it was very structured and a 
kind of tough love which I 
probably needed at that particular 
time. I didn’t enjoy school – I was 
very bullied and glad to leave. 
The school was 4 miles from 
home and I cycled there in all 
weathers. I loved my bike! 

Did you go to College or 
University? 
Firstly, I became a nurse on 
leaving school which I loved. 
Unfortunately, I had a very 
serious back injury which meant I 
had to leave nursing which I had 
loved, and had to rebuild my life. 
I am a very people person so I 
saved all my money and went to 
Melbourne University to study 
Business Studies and Economics 
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and then studied for my Diploma 
in Personnel Management. 

When did you become a 
Christian?  
It is really very difficult to pinpoint 
when I became a Christian as I 
have always gone to church. 
However, my faith has been built 
around several types of “church” 
from high Church of England to 
low Church of England, and 
through Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Baptist and Free Church, 
depending on where I was living 
and what I was doing at the time. I 
was confirmed at the age of 12 by 
a Bishop Baker who was 80-
years-old and a lovely man who 
left a big mark on my faith. But I 
think the real breakthrough came 
when I was still having treatment 
for my back injury. One day I was 
coming home from the hospital on 
a bus and feeling very sorry for 
myself when I had a very real 
sense that there was a God who 
really wanted me to know him. 
There had been an incident on 
the bus – far too long a story to 
tell here but I felt that love which 
can only come from God and 
which changed my path in life and 
is still changing my path today. 

When and where did you meet 
your husband Stephen?  
I was living and working in 
London having returned from 
Australia to visit family over here 

and I decided in 1969 to go on a 
coach holiday to Austria. 
Stephen, living in Leeds, also 
went on the same holiday and 
we met up in the romantic 
surroundings of St. Anton in the 
Austrian Tyrol. We conducted 
our new-found romance from 
London and Leeds finally getting 
engaged in Edinburgh and then 
marrying at St Michael’s church 
in Headingley, as that’s where I 
was living at the time. Everyone 
said the marriage wouldn’t last 
as it was a holiday romance. But 
we have proved them all wrong! 

What was your occupation and 
where did you work?  
I have experienced all sorts of 
occupations, firstly in nursing, 
then Personnel Management and 
as a Training officer both in 
Australia and England, finishing 
with being Administration 
Manager for South Parade Baptist 
Church in Headingley.  Whilst 
there I took a diploma in Christian 
Counselling and did a Master’s 
degree at Manchester University 
in Contextual Theology based 
very much on Christian care in the 
community. I loved working in a 
church environment and have 
always wanted to work for the 
church. I have been very lucky. 

Do you have brothers and 
sisters?   
No. 
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How many children and 
grandchildren do you have?  
I have four amazing children all in 
their 40s now and going grey 
(makes me feel old!) - 3 sons and 
1 daughter, and I have one 8-
year-old granddaughter who is 
the ‘apple of my eye’. 

Have you always lived in 
Otley? If not, where did you 
live previously and why did 
you choose to live here?  
As you will now know I have lived 
in many different places in my life 
(too many to list!) but before 
coming to Otley Stephen and I 
lived in Horsforth with our four 
children. We moved here twelve 
years ago after the children had 
flown the nest as we needed a 
smaller house and Otley was one 
of our favourite local places. It’s 
the best thing we ever did! 

Did you worship anywhere 
before coming to Otley Parish 
Church? How long have you 
been coming here?  
Our previous parish church was 
St. Margaret’s in Horsforth. When 
we decided to come to Otley we 
wanted to look around for a 
suitable church. Stephen is a 
committed Church of England 
person so it made sense to start 
at Otley Parish Church where we 
were made so welcome by our 
wonderful Church family and 
have never regretted it. Needless 

to say we didn’t bother looking 
anywhere else. We have been  
coming here for 12 years. 

In what ways are you involved 
within OPC?  
What, at my great age?!! And the 
fact that I am fast losing my sight, 
I am enjoying stepping back from 
a lot of involvement especially as 
Stephen is unwell, but I love 
being here with a listening ear, 
connecting with people and 
seeing if I can lend a hand 
anywhere. I am also involved 
with Otley Food Bank which 
keeps my brain going, I think!! I’m 
happy to slot in wherever It is 
rather nice to be able to be just 
there if needed. 

Do you have a favourite verse 
of Scripture? If so, what is it?  
My favourite Scripture is Matthew 
25: 31-46. This passage sets out 
clearly how we should treat each 
other no matter our colour, creed 
or race especially in our diverse 
and amazing community. 

Do you have a favourite 
Christian hymn or song?  
There are so many hymns or 
songs, far too many to mention, 
but I have two: “Dear Lord and 
Father of Mankind” and “In Christ 
Alone my Hope is Found”. 

Do you like classical music – 
what about a favourite piece?  
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I love classical music of all kinds 
but my two favourites are Max 
Bruch’s “Violin Concerto No 1 in 
G minor” (among many) and 
Elgar’s “Nimrod”. 

What about modern songs or 
music – anything in particular?  
I love some modern music such 
as Karl Jenkins: “The Armed 
Man: A Mass for Peace”, among 
many others. 

Can you play a musical 
instrument?  
I used to play the clarinet but as I 
can no longer see the music, I 
listen to others more talented 
than me. 

Do you have a favourite part of 
Yorkshire that you like to visit?  
Burnsall in the Yorkshire Dales is 
my place to go and unwind. It’s 
where I enjoy peace and to be 
able to refresh. 

Is there somewhere you would 
like to go on holiday where 
you’ve not been before, 
regardless of expense?  
Canada is somewhere I would 
love to visit. 

A book you enjoyed reading – 
Christian or general?   
I enjoy all kinds of literature and 
find it hard to give just one title  
 
 
 

but I love “Gone with the Wind”  
by Margaret Mitchell and “Letters 
from Prison” by Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer who is my favourite 
Theologian. But give me a book 
and I will read it, especially if I can 
put it on my Kindle which has 
literally saved my life as I can 
enlarge the print to any size. 

Do you have a hobby or 
something you enjoy doing to 
relax?   
Talking I guess is something I 
love doing, and being with people 
and listening to their stories. 

What would be your favourite 
meal – 2 or even 3 courses?  
Very conservative I’m afraid - 
garlic mushrooms to start with, 
followed by honey garlic salmon, 
and Crème Brûlée to finish with. 

If you were to spend a whole 
year on a desert island on your 
own what luxury would you 
take with you?  
My Kindle. 

Anything else you’d like to tell 
us?  
I could take all day but I won’t 
bore you! 

Which one word best 
describes your life right now?  
Blessed (and very lucky). 
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MARGARET PARKIN 

“The mountains and hills may 
crumble, but my love for you will 

never end…”  
So says the Lord who loves you.   

Isaiah 54 v. 10  
(Good News Translation) 

I have a small black leather box - some 
four inches long, one and a half inches 
wide and half an inch deep. It came from 
my mother-in-law’s home but its contents 
were a mystery.  

I wondered if what was inside would 
match up with the words written on the 
top of the box. They did, but I had to open 
the box first to find out. 

Inside are four small silver coins of 
differing size and values – 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
There’s a picture of the queen on the 
back – not our queen but Queen Victoria. 
The words on the box say ‘Maundy Coin 
1898’ – that’s 124 years ago.  

I don’t know who was presented with 
the box nor why they were given this 
treasure. Maybe some research is called 
for, so watch this space!.  

But isn’t life like that sometimes? 
Surprises come along – some we like 
and some we don’t. We have to be open 
to their demands and challenges. It’s 
then that I hold on to the promise of 
Isaiah and say, “Thank you Lord for your 
unconditional, unending, unfailing and 
unchanging love.” 
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STEWART HARTLEY 

IT SHOULDN’T 
HAPPEN 

TO A 
VICAR  

– but it did! 
 

We knew there would be trouble 
the day the scaffolding went up 
around the flats in the square. 

“Are you going to put alarms on 
the scaffolding?” I asked the 

foreman. “No need,” he said, “it’s 
safe enough!” But I pleaded, “It’s 
a lead roof on top and I have 

already lost lead on the church 
roof across the road.” He 

shrugged, and wandered off! 
 
Sure enough a few nights later 

around 5am Rosemary shook me 
awake and said, “there’s banging 

about on the roof above us.” 
Muttering under my breath, “I 
knew it!” I put on my dressing 

gown and slippers and went 
outside. “Oi, what you doing?” I 

shouted. Three heads popped over 
the parapet. “We’re roofers Gov, 

come on the early train to get a 

‘We’re  
Roofers Gov’ 
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good start.” “No, you’re not,” 

I shouted, “It’s Sunday 
morning. I’m giving you 

warning – I’m calling the 
police!” Eventually I got 
through and was promised 

immediate response! 
 

I watched as one man 
stripped the lead, another 
carried it to the entrance to 

the square and the third 
carried it to a truck waiting 

round the corner. Still no 
police. It was an efficient 
operation; the lead sheets 

were disappearing off the roof 
fast. Eventually after the 6am 

shift change a short stout 
policeman came around the 
corner, weighed down with his 

belt of equipment. Then a 
police car entered the square 

and the game was up! Two 
men were arrested but the 
third ran into the school yard 

behind the vicarage. 
 

From the kitchen window on 
the 1st floor we had a ‘grand-
stand’ view of what happened 

next. The man jumped the 
school gate and climbed into a 

skip full of cardboard boxes 
and hid himself. By this time, 

it was 8am and our kitchen 
was filled with police 
observing the situation and 

shouting for him to give 
himself up. One of the police-

men said to Rosemary, “What 
comes after ‘S’ in the 

alphabet? ‘T’ she said knowing 
what would come next. 

“Lovely”, he said. “Two sugars 
please!” So, they all had tea 

and toast! 
 
It was by now getting close to 

the time I needed to leave for 
Morning Service. The man, 

despite being asked to give 
himself up, still remained 
hiding in the skip! “What are 

you waiting for?” I asked. “For 
the Police Dog to arrive,” was 

the answer. 
 
Shortly after 9am a van drew 

up at the school gate and a 
huge police Alsatian dog was 

let out of the back of the van. 
The dog gave one almighty 
bark, then silence. The man 

got out of the skip with his 
hands up and was arrested.  

 
One of the policemen came 
next day to take our 

statements. I commented on 
how the dog had got the thief 

with just one bark. “Aye,” he 
said, “but he sulked all day 
because he hadn’t been able 

to take the villain down with a 
running tackle!” 

 
One of the trio of thieves 

refused to plead guilty so I 
had to go to Crown Court. 
Fortunately, when it was 

explained to him that the 
Vicar was testifying as an eye 

witness, he changed his plea! 
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OUR CHURCH FRIDAY CAFÉ is now up and running again after Covid-19 
lockdown caused it to close almost 2½ years ago. Why not pop in to 
relax or to meet friends here for a chat? That’s what we’re here for! 
 
The Café is staffed on a voluntary rota basis and is open from 10am until 
noon each Friday and serves tea, coffee, toasted teacakes, 
homemade cakes, buns, scones – all with a friendly service. 
 
All proceeds are for Church funds.  
 
Many thanks to our returning teams of volunteers: 

 1st Friday:  Jan Booth & Susan Bedford  
 2nd Friday:  Rosemarie & Jeff Utley 
 3rd Friday:  Shirley Parker & Vanessa Dickerson 
 4th Friday:  Maggie Watson & Susan Turnbull 

(unfortunately, Susan will not be available  
until October so an eager volunteer will  
be very welcome!)  

 5th Friday:  Whoever is available 
 

Volunteers are always welcome to fill occasional gaps due to holidays or 
illness. Or perhaps you would like to volunteer to bake buns or a cake which 
you could donate? Please get in touch with Rosemarie. 
 

 
 
 

Friday Café contact:  

Rosemarie Utley 07950 269262 
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Revd. Aaron Kennedy will be licensed as the new vicar of  

Otley Parish Church on Saturday 24th September 2022 at 11am.  

He is seen here with his wife Grace, and children  

Gabriel (almost 4 years) and Clement (18 months). 
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Emily Rose DeAth Hawke 

was baptised at Otley 

Parish Church on Sunday 

5th June 2022.   

She is seen in these 

photos with her Mum 

Holly, Dad Jack and 

brother Alex (5). Emily 

Rose was 6 months old, 

born on 9th December 

2021. 

It was a lovely service led 

by our Associate 

Minister, Revd. Rachel 

Wilson. Many family 

members and friends 

attended.  
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Many thanks to 
everyone who has 
supported us over 
this past year. I am so 
very pleased to 
announce that 
Grace’s adoption has 
now been finalised.  

Grace will be 2-years-
old in July 2022, and 
then we shall look 
forward to celebrating 
her baptism with you 
all in December. 

Emily 

Rick & Katie 

Mayers 

celebrated their  

10th 
Wedding 

Anniversary 
on  

30 June 2022. 
They were 
married at  

St. George’s 
Church, Leeds 
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WENDY and PETER HIPWELL 

celebrated their 
64th Wedding Anniversary 

on 21st June 2022 

Peter celebrated his 92nd birthday 
on Monday 30th May 2022 
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LYNNE BARBER 

celebrated 

her 

75th 
birthday 

on 

21st May 2022 

KATE HOBSON 

celebrated 

her 

50th 
birthday 

on 

12th June 2022 
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Pauline Coultas reached the grand ‘young’ age of 85 on 29th May 
2022. She is seen here with her grandson, Max, who was 8-years-
old on 26th June 2022. Pauline says Max was stretching to try and 
get taller than his little grandma – nearly, but a very good attempt!! 
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On Sunday 15th May as part of our Church All-age 
Service our House Group asked the congregation to fill in 

cards in answer to the following question: 

⚫ What is it like to be loved or not to be loved as a member of 

Otley Parish Church? What things are said – what things are 

done – how does it feel? 

We asked everyone to answer anonymously and offered to 
make the feedback available that morning but we ran out of 

time! We then decided to include the feedback here in In Touch.  

We had 49 cards returned. Some people made more than one 

comment so we had a total of 54 comments. Of these 
comments 42 were positive (reasons for feeling loved) and 12 

were negative (reasons for not feeling loved). 

Firstly, a random selection of ‘positive’ comments: 
 We are loved and welcomed every Sunday – prayers have 

 also helped a lot 
 There is a general feeling of welcome and togetherness 

 The church prayed for me when I was ill     
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 I feel loved when I am welcomed by name 

 House Group folk are interested and concerned about us 

Secondly, a random selection of ‘negative’ comments: 

 I feel unloved if people don’t speak to me 
 Sometimes I don’t feel included 

 When I come with neighbours it’s fine but when I’m alone I 

 feel alone 

 The odd comment can bring me down 

As a summary of all the comments it’s very clear that the 
following ‘’actions’’ really help as we look to grow as a church 

in this command:  
 Being welcomed on a Sunday morning – especially by name 

 Others making the effort to speak to me – especially if I’m 

 alone 
 Others taking a real interest in my life – asking me how I’m 

 doing 
 Being part of a caring House Group  

 Being prayed for – especially during difficult times  

 Being supported in all different ways when unwell 
 

Finally, if anyone would like a copy of all the comments (all 
anonymous) then do please feel free to email me, 

ericcairns1850@gmail.com and I’ll send them to you in a Word 
document.  

 
Eric Cairns  

on behalf of my House Group  
 

 

 

 

mailto:ericcairns1850@gmail.com
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PATRICK ASHE M.A. was born on 15th January 1915 in Smyrna, Turkey. He was 
the youngest son of the Rev. Robert Pickering and Edith Ashe.  

Pat (as he was always known) was taught by his mother until he was nine-years-old, and 
learned to speak colloquial Greek. His father was Chaplain to the British community in 
Smyrna. In 1922 Smyrna was captured by the Turkish army. To avoid the pillage and 
massacre, the British subjects were taken off by the Royal Navy. Pat and his parents and 
two sisters were put on the R. N. Hospital Ship Main and taken to Malta, where they stayed 
for some six months as refugees. 

Pat’s father was then offered the Chaplaincy of Cartagena, Spain, where the family 
stayed for two years. Whilst there Pat learned to speak Spanish. Eventually the family 
moved to England where Pat initially went to a private school, and then to Whitgift School in 
Croydon. In 1934 he went to St. John’s College, Cambridge, and read Modern Languages 
and Theology. He spent one year at Westcott House Theological College, and in 1938 he 
spent a year teaching at Adisadel College, an Anglican boys’ boarding school in Cape 
Coast, Ghana. 

While he was there, the Second World War broke out. He returned to England and 
went back to Westcott House to finish his training. He was ordained in 1939 in the Diocese 
of Southwark, and served his curacy at St. Mary’s Church, Woolwich under the Rector, 
Cuthbert Bardsley, later to become Bishop of Coventry. Towards the end of the war he 
joined the Friends Relief Service, and the team was sent to Cairo where he first met Marion, 
the daughter of the Very Rev. Francis Johnston. On his return to England in 1946 Pat was 
made Chaplain to Youth for the Bishop of Southwark. 

On Shrove Tuesday, 21st February 1950, Pat Ashe married Marion Islay Bamber 
(née Johnston) in Southwark Cathedral with four bishops taking part in the service, and with 
200 guests attending! Marion was first married to Captain John Bamber in Cairo in June 
1940, but he was killed while serving in the war in Eritrea. A few months after their wedding 
Pat became Vicar of Blindley Heath, Surrey, where he stayed for six years.  

Patrick Ashe arrives in Otley 
In 1956, the Bishop of Bradford, Dr Donald Coggan, later to become Archbishop of 
Canterbury, offered Pat Ashe the benefice of All Saints’ Otley. He and Marion arrived on 4th 
December 1956 with their daughter, Lois Mary (b. 1951) and twin sons Robert Patrick and 
Francis John (b. 1953). More children and another set of twins were born during their time in 
Otley – Islay Jane and Andrew Gwynne (b. 1958), Ruth Marion (b. 1959) and David Mark (b. 
1963). Each of these Otley born children were baptised by Dr. Coggan 
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Once Pat had settled into his role as Vicar here, 
Otley became one of the happiest and probably the 
most effective period of his entire ministry. Through-
out his eight years here, Pat made a deep 
impression on church life and built up a strong and 
vigorous organisation. Some of his views attracted 
widespread attention and on occasions figured in the 
Press and on television.  

For sinners only 
One of Pat’s highlights in Otley was when he put up 
a big painted notice board in the churchyard facing 
the busiest part of the town which said: “This church 
is for sinners only”.  

Pat said he expected it would make people talk, 
perhaps criticise, and certainly joke, but whatever else 
they did he wanted to make them think. He wanted it 
to be a talking point that would be a real help in 
bridging the gap between churchgoers and those outside. He hoped the notice would help 
those suffering from a sense of sin and guilt and feel they would be out of place in a 
community who consider themselves sinless. He said he wanted them to know they would be  
welcome here, that we would be understanding and loving and that they could join the 
fellowship of others who though still sinners are forgiven and know the joy of that release. The 
difference between sinners who go to church and those who do not, is not the quantity of sin 
that is in them but the desire to be free from it. 

This notice certainly aroused a huge deal of comment, with some of it very critical. 

Vicar takes ‘church’ to housing estate 
In 1960, Pat, with his wife and children moved into a temporary home in a caravan and a 
couple of tents on a piece of spare land on the big new council housing estate on Weston 
Lane, about a couple of miles from the Vicarage, and on the other side of the river which 
divides the town. “It is too far for families to walk to the parish church and there are no buses 
on a Sunday so we thought we would bring the church to the people.” 

A 30ft marquee was erected on a football field with an altar and a harmonium. An 18ft 
high wooden cross marked the entrance to the church. When it opened, so many people 
turned up that there were more outside the marquee than in.   

A couple of years after Pat had moved on from Otley, land was purchased and a church 
hall of prefabricated wood and glass construction was erected with an adjoining brick-built 
curate's house. The hall, known as Weston Estate Family Church, could seat over 100 
people and included a kitchen, an office/small meeting room, toilets and entrance lobby. The 
building opened in September 1967 with a dedication service led by the Archdeacon of 
Bradford, William Johnston.  

Eventually, the building began to show its age and needed significant work, including a 
new roof, to keep it open. In January 2003, after much debate and with some reluctance, the 
PCC decided to close W.E.F.C.  

Rev.  Patrick Ashe 

Vicar of Otley Parish Church 

1956 - 1964 
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A huge influence on Church and individual lives 
Pat was convinced of the power of prayer and, through it, the transformation that Jesus can 
bring. Many lives were touched through his and Marion's ministry and the Church grew both 
numerically and in its mission. 

His significant actions included: 

Starting a Sunday 9.30am Family Service. Some of these featured "Teddy Brown" stories 
which people really looked forward to. These stories were later published in booklet form 
Bringing the Children's Christian Crusade (CCC) to Otley which drew in large numbers 
and touched many lives 
Transforming the congregation's attitude to giving so that there was enough for the 
Church to support some overseas missions 
Encouraging the formation of house groups to read the Bible, share together and pray 
A strong ministry to men, so that many came to faith in Jesus 

We still benefit today at OPC from the influence Pat Ashe had in his 8 year ministry in Otley. 
It was a time of great change, growth and renewal. 

Pat moves on 
After his time at Otley Parish Church, Pat felt the time had come for him to move on, So in 
1964 he left Otley and moved to St. Mary’s Leamington Spa as Vicar. Eight years later in 
1972 he became Rector of Church Stretton, Salop. Back in 1967 Pat and Marion had started 
Project Vietnam Orphans and in 1974 he resigned his Living, and moved to Marion’s 
parents’ old home in Godalming, Surrey, to continue the project work. Approximately 100 
children were brought from Vietnam and adopted into Christian homes.  

Pat retired in 1980. On the occasion of his 90th birthday (15th January 2005) he 
published a limited edition of his biography “Dust and Ashes”. It’s the story of his walk 
through life and with countless examples of how God can make a difference in our lives – if 
we let Him. 

Francis Patrick Bellesme Ashe died on 6th January 2009, aged 94, at Royal Surrey 
County Hospital, Guildford. He was buried at Eashing Cemetery, Godalming, Surrey. His 
wife Marion Islay Ashe had died a few months earlier on 31st July 2008. She was also 
buried at Eashing Cemetery. 

⚫ Pat and Marion’s son Robert Patrick Ashe MBE sadly died on 19th February 2022 (aged 
69) in Indonesia where he lived with his wife, Aam. There will be a Thanksgiving Service to 
remember his life on 9th July at 3pm at St Peter’s Church, Farnborough, Hampshire. Those 
who remember Robert are very welcome to attend but please contact Robert’s sister Islay 
Jane Ashe at islay@hijk.co.uk as it will help her to know numbers for catering purposes after 
the Service. For more information about Robert, see Robert’s Obituary at: 
https://cne.wtf/2022/04/04/humanitarian-robert-ashe-obituary/ 

⚫ “Dust and Ashes” by Patrick Ashe is available online: 
ashefamily.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Dust-and-Ashes-edited_compressed.pdf  

mailto:islay@hijk.co.uk
https://ashefamily.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Dust-and-Ashes-edited_compressed.pdf
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Do you speak a second or even a third language? Are you ready to start 

learning BSL - British Sign Language? 

 

At the start of the pandemic someone put on Facebook that they had lost 

an essential piece of disability equipment. They appealed for help to the 

wider community in case anyone could find this valuable thing and restore it 

to them. They explained that it had probably been lost when removing a 

mask. 

 

Did this appeal produce an outpouring of offers to help, questions as to 

where the owner may have been so that the area could be scoured? 

Sympathy even? No - the actual reaction was laughter and jokes. 

 

And why? Because the item lost was a hearing aid. 

 

My mother was deaf all her adult life and I have followed in her path. At the 

age of 76 I have now been wearing hearing aids for nearly 20 years. 

 

You’d think I'd be used to it by now but it still hurts. The surprise - oh I 

can't see your hearing aids. The inane suggestions - why don't you turn 

your hearing aid up - as if I wouldn't do it if it helped! The raised voices - no 

that doesn't help either. It's clarity not volume. The repetition of exactly the 

same sentence that I obviously haven't grasped followed by ‘oh never 

mind’, it wasn't important. The big sighs. The response "pardon?" when you 

tell people that you wear hearing aids. The suggestion that if you just 

modified your behaviour all would be well. Come to our event even if you 

can't join in because you can't hear. You'll enjoy it! Really? Will I? I don't 

think so! 

Acceptable stigma in an age of inclusivity 
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I would suggest that there is no other disability that is mocked as much as 

deafness. 

 

Don't get me wrong. I know it's difficult to cope with for the hearing 

community as well. The frustration goes both ways. I see that. It is called a 

hidden disability - we no longer carry an ear trumpet or a little box strapped 

to our chest! 

 

I welcome the attempts at empathy from the congregation - using signing 

occasionally for The Peace - learning The Lord's Prayer in BSL. But that is as 

novel for me as for you. Very few deaf people are fluent in BSL. 

 

What we really need is being listened to by those of you who are blessed 

with hearing. 

 

Listen to our needs. 

  

Listen when we say listening is tiring.  

 

Listen when we ask to sit to one side to prevent resonance. 

 

And please don't ever cup your hand to your ear and say PARDON? Being 

deaf does not make me stupid just as being able to hear does not make you 

clever. 

 

And I thank God on a daily basis for the Audiologists who make my ears 

work fairly well despite profound hearing loss. I thank God for friends and 

family who have learnt to accommodate my needs. I thank God for a higher 

profile for hearing loss.  

 

So please just be aware - We are disabled. Not stupid. Not funny.  

 

Just deaf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

British Sign Language (BSL) 

Signing for our Services 
Rachel Wilson will help you learn signing on Sunday mornings  

in the Parish Room at 10.10am before the start of our services. 

She will start on Sunday 10th July and then on the  

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. Why not come along? 

All welcome! 
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Keep in touch with … 
 
 
 
 

We would love you to 

keep in touch and tell  
us what you would like 

to see in YOUR monthly 
Church magazine.  

 
Yes, it is yours! 

 
Please send us your 

suggestions as to how we 
can make In Touch even 

better than it is already. And 
let us know if you would like 

to contribute something. 
 

What about “In the Hot 

Seat”, or “A Day in the 
Life of…” or “My 

Favourite Bible Verse”?  
 

 

Maybe you’d like to write a 

poem or a prayer or 
something in the new series 

about “God’s Wonderful 
Creation”? 

 
We would also love to hear 

your family news such as  
birthdays and anniversaries 

or anything interesting; also 
to see some of your family 

photographs. 
  

◼ Whatever you would like 

to share with us please bear 

in mind that for it to be 

included in next month’s  
In Touch we must hear 

from you no later than:  

 

Please send your articles, thoughts or suggestions  
to our editor: 

stephenhey01@gmail.com 

Sunday 14 August 

mailto:stephenhey01@gmail.com


-29- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Church Administrator 

Sarah McCormack 

Church Office 

“The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS 

Office Hours 

Tuesday – Thursday, 9.30am – 3.00pm 

Telephone 

01943 465927 

Email 

info@otleyparishchurch.org 

www.otleyparishchurch.org 

See our website for details of Church services and a link to 

streamed services on YouTube 

Facebook & Twitter 

@otleyparishchurch                    @otleyallsaints 

Church Bank Account Details 

Account name:           Parochial Church Council of Otley 
Sort code:                   20-37-13 
Account number:       10088811 

Gift Aid: if you are a tax payer, please consider signing a Gift Aid 
declaration, available on the Church website or from the Treasurer, 
Tony Pike. 

Kirkgate ⚫ Otley ⚫ West Yorkshire ⚫ LS21 3HW 
Vicar: vacancy 

Registered Charity Number: 1153498 
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 Deputy Churchwarden 

Barbara Nicholls 

07747 848074 

babs.nicholls@gmail.com 

PCC Treasurer 

Tony Pike 

07977 463562 

treasurer@otleyparishchurch.org 

PCC Secretary 

Rosemary Ellen 

01943 467646 

rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 

Baptism Co-ordinator 

Glynis Milner 

01943 462472 

barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 

Safeguarding Officer 

Jenny Liston 

07743 330264 

jenny@otleyparishchurch.org 

Church Website Manager 

Kevin Keefe 

01943 466177 / 07722 999818 

kevin@keefe.org.uk 

In Touch Editor 

Stephen Hey 

01943 969624 

stephenhey01@gmail.com 

Vicar 

Vacancy 

Associate Ministers 

Rev. Roger Dedman 

01943 467540 

rogerjdedman@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Stewart Hartley 

01943 464106 

sr.hartley47@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Colin Hopkinson 

01943 514113 

cchopkinson@aol.com 

Rev. Rachel Wilson 

01943 968902 

revrachel.wilson@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay Minister 

Jackie Hird 

01943 462858 

hirds@phonecoop.coop 

Churchwardens 

Kevin Keefe 

01943 466177 / 07722 999818 

kevin@keefe.org.uk 

Barry Milner 

01943 462472 

barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 

KEY 
CONTACTS 
AT 
CHURCH 

mailto:rosemaryjellen@gmail.com
mailto:barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com
mailto:jenny@otleyparishchurch.org
mailto:kevin@keefe.org.uk
mailto:stephenhey01@gmail.com
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Steel Magnolias 
Shirley Parker 
01943 466956 

 

Baby Rascals / Little Rascals 
Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

 

Sunday Club & 7up 
Zoe Smith 

07308 352336 

 
Sustainability Group 

Dave Cherry 
01943 463896 

 
Uniformed Groups 

Bev and Mark Rothery 
01943 467016 

 
Youth Group 

Martyn Smith / Zoe Smith 
07703 662016 / 07308 352336 

 

Bell Ringers 
Julia Thornely / Jenny Liston 
07979 957393 / 07743 330264 

 
Craftynuts Craft Group 

Lynne Barber 
01943 466493 

 
Flower Arranging 

Val Tait 
01943 464032 

 
Newall Ladies Fellowship 

Val Tait 
01943 464032 

 
Open House 

Barry Milner 

barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 

Music Groups & Worship Team 
Rick Mayers / richardmayers87@gmail.com / 01943 466182 

Church Choir & Band 

Pam Beck / 07951 699244 

Scrapbooking 
Lynne Barber 
01943 466493 

 

CONTACTS 
FOR CHURCH 

GROUPS 
AND  

ACTIVITIES 

mailto:richardmayers87@gmail.com
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