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OTLEY PARISH CHURCH 
is the oldest building in 

Otley. It’s at the heart of 
our town and, for over 
1,000 years, people have 

been gathering here for 
worship, with significant 

family as well as community 
events.  
 

We are a gathering place for 
pilgrims on a journey of 

discovery, kindling hope as 
we go, helping one another 
to be more fully alive to the 

wonders, joys and sorrows 
of life. We’d love you to 

share the journey with us.  
  
We want to grow in 

numbers, in spiritual 

commitment to Christ, and 
in service to our local 

community. 
 

Join us in worshipping God 
together on Sundays and in 
daily life; be with us as we 

study and discern how to 
use the Bible in the 21st 

century; learn with us what 
it is to be 21st century 
disciples following Jesus and 

help us, with other churches 
in the town, to bring good 

news to Otley and far beyond. 

“There is a place  
for everyone, with 

Christ at the centre of 

it all.” 
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We are living in a time 
of growing uncertainty 
both political and 
financial but as we 
look forward to the 
season of Advent and 
begin to plan for the 
celebration of Christ’s 
coming into the world 
let us remember that 
He came to bring 
Good News for all. 

 
 

LETTER 
FROM 
Barry 

Milner 

Churchwarden 

at Otley Parish Church 

 

As we move into autumn we give thanks and 
marvel at the breath-taking display of colour 
in our beautiful part of the world. 
 
The two Church Services with the highest 
attendance in October were midweek! 
  
On Tuesday 4th October all the children from 
All Saints’ Primary School, together with their 
staff, parents, grandparents and carers filled 
our Church. The children gave us a wonderful 
Harvest service. They reminded us that the 
word HARVEST contains the letters of the 
word STARVE and SHARE. (One little boy 
also realised they contain VEST.)  
 
On Thursday 6th October the Church was 
filled again by Westgate Primary School. The 
focus of their service was climate change and 
the need to improve our stewardship of God’s 
world. 
 
Both schools assigned their generous 
donations of non-perishable products to Otley 
Food Bank. Together they donated 26 crates 
of food! 
 
On Tuesday and Wednesday 11th and 12th 
October, groups of toddlers from Monkey 



-5- 

 

  

Puzzle nursery came to Church 
wearing their yellow gilets, to bring 
their harvest donations for the Food 
Bank. 
 
St Joseph’s Primary School, Pool 
CofE Primary School and Askwith 
Primary School have also kindly 
donated their harvest produce to 
Otley Food Bank this autumn. 
 
Jesus taught us to care for the needy 
and vulnerable and we give thanks 
for these kind donations and for the 
care and interest of the staff and the 
children. 
 
In Mathew Chapter 25 in the parable 
of the sheep and the goats Jesus tells 
us, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me’. 
 
On behalf of Otley Food Bank, we are 
most grateful for these donations. In 
previous years, harvest donations 
would go into our incoming stock 
room and be used over the next few 
months. Such is demand now that 
these donations went straight into the 
main stock area and much has 
already been distributed. 
 
We pray for the day when the Food 
Bank will be no longer needed, and 
everyone will have the resources to 
provide for themselves. 
 
In this harvest season we think 
especially of Ukraine. 
 
Ukraine is a major grain producer and 
exporter, the ‘bread basket’ of Europe 
and the developing world. We give 
thanks that, through the diplomatic 
work of the UN, grain shipments have 

resumed, allowing space in the silos 
for the farmers to harvest their crops 
this year. It is estimated that the effect 
of the Russian invasion will reduce 
the harvest from 86 million tonnes in 
2021 to 50 million tonnes in 2022. We 
pray that this shortfall will be dealt 
with fairly and that the poor will not 
suffer.  
 
The 6 months guaranteed period for 
Ukraine refugees in this country is 
coming to an end and we pray that the 
refugees will be able to move on and 
be housed on a more permanent 
basis. Jesus and his family were 
refugees, and He would understand. 
As Christians we need to not only 
offer help to all refugees but also 
oppose all the situations which create 
refugees.  
 
We see the effects of climate change 
affecting harvests around the world, 
either by flooding destroying crops as 
in Pakistan or drought preventing 
them growing in the first place as in 
the developing famine in Somalia. As 
these changes increase - affecting 
food prices even in this country - we 
need to remember that the poor 
around the world will be the first to feel 
these effects. We have created the 
pollution, but they are paying the 
price. 
 
We are living in a time of growing 
uncertainty both political and financial 
but as we look forward to the season 
of Advent and begin to plan for the 
celebration of Christ’s coming into the 
world let us remember that He came 
to bring Good News for all. 
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STEWART HARTLEY 

IT SHOULDN’T 
HAPPEN 

TO A 
VICAR  

– but it did! 
 

How Many 

Bridesmaids? 
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St. James Church in 
Bermondsey is an imposing 

white church with a stunning 
interior, consequently much 
in demand for weddings. 

Many foreign nationals saw 
marriage as a way to stay in 

this country and they would 
go to great lengths to fulfil 

the requirements. On this 
occasion the couple had all 

the right residency and 
documents so there was no 

impediment to their marriage. 
They attended the Marriage 

Preparation Course, and their 
Wedding Day was fixed. 
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Then came the Friday 

Evening Rehearsal! In 
marched ‘Auntie’, an 

imposing lady leading a 
troupe of people. I began to 

wonder what I was in for. I 
asked the usual question, 

“Who is the best man, the 
chief bridesmaid?” OK so 
far. Then… “Hands up the 

bridesmaids!” 22 hands 
were raised! And they said 

22 ushers to match!  
 

Ushers were to accompany 
bridesmaids down the aisle 

in procession before the 
Bridal Procession. Auntie 

then took the next ten 
minutes shuffling them 

around before she was 
satisfied. At last I set off 

down the aisle, looked back 
and no one was following. 

“What’s wrong?” “Well,” 
said aunty, “when you get 
to the front I will send the 

first pair. When they get to 
the front I will send the 

second!” It took a time for 
me to insist they all come 

down together. OK! 
Navigated I thought, but as 

they were leaving… “Oh by 
the way, the band from our 

church will play as well as 
the organist!” 
 

In some trepidation the 

time for the wedding 
arrived. No one was there! 

Over the next hour people 
began to drift in. Then the 

band arrived with 
numerous instruments 

including some very large 
drums and they wanted to 
take up most of the space 

at the front. Well, to cut a 
long story short we got 

through the ceremony, got 
the registers signed and 

with just the wedding 
procession to happen we 

were home and dry! 
 

The church was like a 
football stadium when a 

goal has been scored by the 
home team. Amidst the din 

I asked the couple to set off 
when the wedding march 

began. They didn’t move. 
What’s the problem? “We 
want to go out in the 

traditional African way! We 
want to dance out with the 

music from the band.” 
 

The band struck up at a 
deafening volume and they 

danced with each row as 
they made their way to the 

back. It took all of 20 
minutes! 
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RECENTLY in my bible reading notes, it asked you to think of 

ten words to describe the Church. I didn’t think too hard but 
simply wrote down each word as it came to me – see my list 

above. My thoughts strongly reflect my recent experience 
since arriving at Otley Parish Church just over a year ago. 

As I reflected on church as ‘family’, my thoughts turned to 

Ephesians 3 as a prayer for our Church. 

Ephesians 3:14-21 (NIV) 

For this reason, I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole 
family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of 
his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his 

Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 

love, may have power together with all the saints, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know 
this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the 

measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 

power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

I eagerly wait to see how God will use our Church family in the 
months ahead. 

My 10 words describe ‘church’ - what would your 10 words be?  

Mary Pike 

Friendship 
Peace 
Music 

Children 
Compassion 

Joy 
Guidance 
Purpose 
Kindness 
Wellbeing 
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JOHN SIMKINS 
Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you 

who are weary and carry heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, 

because I am humble and gentle at 
heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and 
the burden I give you is light.” 

Matthew 11: 28-30  
(New Living Translation) 

Loving God means keeping his 
commandments, and his 

commandments are not burdensome. 
1 John 5: 3 

(New Living Translation) 

One reason I like the Matthew verses is 

because I have visited India a lot and 

have many times seen oxen under a 

yoke. The picture is of Jesus being a 

companion under the yoke, not the 

farmer. He knew how to live the love 

commandments with no sense of being 

driven or overburdened and suggests 

we do some learning from him! Then 

we won’t be burdened by guilt and 

stress. Perhaps the Holy Spirit is the 

One who brings this along-side-ness to 

us on Jesus’ behalf. I think so! And I’m 

very grateful not to be going it alone. 
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Eleanor, when were you born 
and where did you grow up?  
I was born in 1979 in Cambridgeshire 
but moved to rural Northumberland 
when I was a year old, so I grew up 
there. We moved around a few 
times and eventually ended up in a 
tiny hamlet on the side of the 
Coquet Valley which is one of my 
favourite places – the best part of 
the UK (in my opinion!). 

Where did you go to school? 
My primary and middle school was 
between the town of Morpeth and 
the village of Rothbury. High school 
was in Morpeth and my time there 
includes some of my happiest 
memories. I loved school and 
enjoyed lots of extra-curricular 
groups including orchestras, choirs 
and drama. 

Which College or University did 
you go to?  
After a false start studying 
Psychology at Cardiff, I ended up 
at Cambridge studying Education 
and English Literature. I hadn’t 
always wanted to be a teacher but 
it was the right decision for me, and 
despite moving into social work for 
a few years, I have always felt 
pulled back to teaching.   

When did you become a 
Christian?  
While growing up it was my Mum 
who was the churchgoer, and my 
siblings and I were raised as active 
members of our local church, so 
being a Christian is just part of who 

I am. My Mum sadly died in 2002 
but I often think of her when I’m in 
church. I think OPC would have 
been her kind of church! 

When and where did you meet 
your husband Alan?  
Alan and I went to the same high 
school (he’s a couple of years 
older) and we had friends in 
common. After high school it was a 
mutual friend who put us in touch 
again just as I was finishing at 
university and Alan had moved to 
start a job in Cambridge.   

How many children do you 
have?  
We have 2 wonderful children. 
Natalie is 15 and Michael is 13. 
They both go to Prince Henry’s 
School and Natalie will be taking 
her GCSEs next year. 

What is your occupation and 
where do you work?  
When I went back to work after 
having Natalie and Michael I was 
lucky enough to get a job at Otley 
All Saints Primary School as a 
Teaching Assistant and Higher 
Level Teaching Assistant. After a 
few years I have now moved back 
into teaching again and am 
currently the Year 4 class teacher 
there. I enjoy every minute 
(almost!) of it! 

Do you have brothers & sisters?  
I am the youngest of 3. My sister 
Tamsyn lives in Cambridgeshire 
with her family (4 children), and my 
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brother Oliver lives in Newcastle 
with his wife. When my Dad 
remarried I gained a step-brother 
and sister and lots of step-nephews 
and nieces. We all get together for 
a family holiday once a year and it 
can be hard work finding 
accommodation for us all! 

Why did you choose to live in 
Otley?  
Both Alan and I wanted to move 
north from Cambridgeshire, and it 
was Alan’s job that brought us to 
Yorkshire. We knew we wanted to 
start our family and Otley seemed 
like a good place for young 
families… which it was! 

Did you worship anywhere 
before coming to Otley Parish 
Church? How long have you 
been coming here?  
After my Mum died, attending 
church didn’t feel like something I 
could be part of anymore. It wasn’t 
until we arrived in Otley and Natalie 
was due to be born that I felt a 
strong pull to return. That was 16 
years ago and the church seems to 
have changed a lot in that time… 
all for the good.   

What are you involved in at OPC? 
For almost 10 years I was a member 
of the Sunday Club team working 
with the younger children.  Since 
returning to teaching I have needed 
to step back from that, but it has 
given me an opportunity to join the 
singing group on a Sunday 
morning which is my joy. I love 

music, and especially singing in 
many forms, and it is the time when 
I really feel I can worship 
personally. I am also a member of 
the church choir which I love.   

Do you have a favourite verse of 
Scripture? 
I don’t really, I’m not great at 
remembering them. But I often 
come back to the ‘poem’ Footprints 
in the Sand. It is simple and 
beautifully written and has seemed 
so relevant and helpful to me.   
My precious child, 
I love you and I would never leave 
you. 
During your times of trial and 
suffering, 
when you see only one set of 
footprints, 
it was then that I carried you.  

Do you have a favourite 
Christian hymn or song? 
I was brought up on more old-style 
traditional hymns, many of which I 
love, but I have OPC to thank for 
introducing me to so many fantastic 
worship songs which have a way of 
putting my feelings into song. It’s 
hard to pick a favourite but I do 
love ‘10,000 reasons’, ‘In Christ 
Alone (My hope is found)’, and a 
new favourite, ‘Because he lives’. 

Do you like classical music? Do 
you have a favourite piece?  
I sing with Leeds Festival Chorus, 
so I tend to listen to more choral 
works nowadays. I do enjoy quite 
an eclectic mix from all different 
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eras, but I still get a real thrill when 
I sing Handel’s Messiah. I just love 
it! 

What about modern songs or 
music - anything in particular?   
I listen to anything from my Dad’s 
‘Yes’ collection or ‘Pink Floyd, to 
some good old 1990s/2000s pop, 
or whatever the kids put on in the 
car! But if I’m on my own I just want 
to sing along. Musical theatre will 
always have my heart, so I’m more 
likely to put a show soundtrack on.   

Can you play a musical 
instrument?  
I play piano and violin mainly. As a 
teen I was keen on folk music and 
taught myself the mandolin and 
flute. I’m not great at practising but 
the piano is the one that I have 
kept up most, and I now teach 
piano a little in my spare time.   

Do you have a favourite part of 
Yorkshire that you like to visit?  
I love a wander round York. The 
Minster is spectacular, and I get a 
real lift when I see it and I’m a big 
history fan so I love all the history 
that the city offers.   

Is there somewhere you would 
like to go on holiday where 
you’ve not been before, 
regardless of expense?   
Italy. I’ve been to Lake Maggiore 
once, but I would like to spend 
several weeks touring the whole 
country.   
 

A book you especially enjoyed 
reading. Any special reason?  
I don’t read as much as I would like 
nowadays, but generally I prefer 
drama or historical fiction. Every 6-8 
years I will re-read ‘Little Women’ 
which is probably my most loved one.   

Do you have a hobby or 
something you enjoy doing to 
relax?  
As I said above, I sing with Leeds 
Festival Chorus which is a hobby 
and a challenge… not always as 
relaxing as I would like, but 
definitely a huge sense of 
achievement when it comes to a 
performance. When I have time I 
also love baking and cake 
decorating but it’s usually only for 
special occasions now.    

What would be your favourite 
meal – 2 or even 3 courses?  
Italian all the way. I’m not usually 
bothered about starters (it’s all 
about the dessert!) so I would skip 
that. Maybe a creamy salmon 
linguine for a main course and a 
good Tiramisu for pudding!   

If you were to spend a whole 
year on a desert island alone 
what luxury would you take?  
Can I have 3 please? A good 
coffee machine, an endless supply 
of chocolate, and my dog! 

Which one word best describes 
your life right now?  
Busy. 
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We moved down from the highlands 
To live near fam-i-ly. 
We didn’t plan on Otley, 
It’s where God would have us be. 
We’ve followed all his promptings 
Since the day he set us free, 
But never ever did I think  
He’d lead us to OPC. 
 
We met God in our forties 
In nineteen ninety-four. 
‘Twas a time of special blessing 
And we landed on the floor. 
God drenched us by his spirit 
But our vicar knew the score, 
He explained what had just happened 
And led us out the door. 
 
We joined the happy clappings 
Our arms were in the air. 
We trained at planting churches 
And moved house here and there.  
Perhaps we put church in a box, 
Perhaps that’s not so rare, 
But Jesus said he’d build his church 
So his church had best beware. 
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Well then along came Covid, 
And with it church lockdown. 
We felt another prompt from God 
To worship in our town. 
My wife suggested OPC 
I thought she was a clown. 
How could we thrive as Anglicans 
Pews – robes – stand up – sit down!!! 
 
But sometimes wives know better 
And God knows better still, 
So we turned up one Sunday morn. 
I was sure I would be ill. 
But church is God and people, 
And to make things better still, 

They had Christ at the centre 
Which gave us both a thrill. 
 
With Jesus at the centre 
The edges matter less.  
And people here love Jesus, 
A recipe for success. 
So thank you God for leading, 
Without you, life’s a mess. 
We’re happy here 
Now I’m Anglican I guess!!!     

 

Eric 
Cairns 
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1-year-old 

granddaughters 

of  

Alan & Jean 

Schofield’s 

families.  

They were born 3 

weeks apart in 

September 2021 

 

Left:  

Florence 

Right:  
Ella 
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Eric & Alison were married on 18th 

October 1997 at their home church in 

Redhill, Surrey. 

It was a very special occasion for them 

being able to make their marriage vows 

before a wonderful God. It was the best 

wedding they have ever been to! 
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Connie (left) and Phoebe (right) Pettinger enjoying their ice cream at 

Old Mother Shipton’s Cave in Knaresborough, North Yorkshire. 

Connie celebrated her 3rd birthday on 11th October 2022 and Phoebe 

celebrated her 7th birthday on 12th August 2022. 

Liz Heffer celebrated her 

84th birthday  

on 26th September 2022 
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Stephen Turner  
celebrated his 79th birthday  

on 26th October 2022 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Their marriage was on 28th October 1972 at Christ Church in the 
small village of Over Wyresdale on the edge of Lancaster. The 

church is known locally as ‘The Shepherd’s Church’ as it’s 
surrounded by bleating sheep from the hilltop farms, and the lych-
gate carries the words from St John’s Gospel, ‘I am the gate of the 

sheep’. Each of the windows inside the church depict pastoral 
scenes from the Bible with each featuring sheep and shepherds. 
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Just think, you’re here not by chance, but by God’s 

choosing.  

His hand formed you and made you the person you 

are.   

He compares you to no one else – you are one of 

a kind.  

You lack nothing that His grace can’t give you.  

He has allowed you to be here in this time in 

history to fulfil His special purpose for this 

generation. 

⚫ ⚫ ⚫ 

Thankfulness is not something God gives us.  

It is not a spiritual gift and it is not a spiritual 

fruit.  

We can receive God’s peace, joy and love, but 

thankfulness is something that we give to God 

and to others. 

It is a choice that we make. 

Let us thank Him today with songs of celebration, 

hearts of strong devotion and acts of admiration.  

⚫ ⚫ ⚫ 

 

JUST THINK 

LIVE YOUR FAITH 

 

From DaySpring Christian Greetings Cards  

by Roy Lessin 
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After three years without a festival, once again the 
Church is going to be filled with forty-four Christmas 
trees beautifully decorated by local charities. 

The festival starts on 

Wednesday 7th December 
at 12 noon with a grand 

opening featuring our very 
own Otley Bellman, Terry 

Ford, and Guiseley Brass 

Band. 

For the three days after 

this, the festival will be 
open from 10am to 6pm 

finishing on Saturday 10th 

December. 

The festival is being 
organised by Allan Boddy, 

Barbara Nicholls and 
Margaret Parkin with help 

from Tim and Helen 

Wilkinson.  
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As in previous years choirs and music groups from the five Otley 
primary schools will be taking part in the festival. There will also 

be musical contributions from other groups including Prince 
Henry’s Grammar School, the Chippendale Singers and the 

Wharfedale Male Voice Choir.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Many charities have faced a tough time over the last two years 
and the festival will be an opportunity for us to support them 

and for them to raise vital funds. Entry to the festival will be 
free but visitors are asked to bring plenty of coins (or notes!) to 

put in the buckets of their favourite charities. 

Throughout this 

festival visitors will 
be able to get a 

drink and a mince 

pie from the café.   

⚫ On Sunday 11th 
December there will 

be a Christmas Tree 
Carol Service for all 

ages at 4pm. 
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Living the best possible life 

It’s only on looking back at my life that I have been given clearer vision! That’s 
my experience! At eighteen years old, it seemed to me back then that life 
didn’t matter very much. All I could think of at that time was, “I wish I’d never 
been born!” Wow!! Thankfully, even though I didn’t know him then, God had 
other plans for my life. Here I am now at the age of seventy-three and have 
never been happier and I’m living the best possible life.  

The words I wrote down all those years ago read:  

Wanting something all the time, never can find peace of mind. 
Always searching, never free, can’t be happy, cannot see.  
Always something bars the way, trying harder every day,  
Living with fear and love and hate, all the time just sit and wait, 
Wait for time to pass on by, until it’s too late… and then I die. 

I didn’t know God back then; in fact, it was twenty-four years later when my 
dad died that I went searching. It was a four-year journey - not an overnight 
sensation but at the end the joy was profound. So, twenty-eight years after 
writing the above words of despair, in September 1995 I was reborn in the 
most wonderful way, and I changed from being one person to another. When I 
was young I was neglected, dirty, and rejected by other kids, had no interest in 
education, school, qualifications. Yes, nothing! I hated school and life in 
general. My ‘before life’ for the most part was miserable, frightening and 
depressing. But that is the past. 

God lifted me out of the mirey pit and stood me on solid ground. It took my 
dear dad’s death on earth to bring me to the Light of Christ and the Love of 
God, so in effect my earthly father led me to my heavenly Father. I’m eternally 
blessed because he couldn’t have left me a more precious gift. So fast forward 
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as an adult and since finding this wonderful, personal relationship with God 
he’s moved me on. My previous, menial jobs faded into insignificance when I 
moved into working in the community.  

Learning and training became a pleasure. I took advantage of every training 
opportunity that came my way and amongst them I learned to sign - BSL 
(British Sign Language) and trained to be a deaf/blind guide communicator in a 
voluntary capacity escorting people to hospital and for doctors’ appointments. 
Then I moved on to counselling skills, listening skills, Cruse bereavement 
counselling training, and this led to the forming of a widows’ group in 2011. 
Then Chaplaincy training came along, and after l moved on from the widows’ 
group I formed the new women’s support group “Chevin Socialites”. I started 
this six years ago and from this group, via chaplaincy at St James’s Hospital, 
Leeds, the charity “Hug on a Tray” was born. When I first started this someone 
said, “it’s God’s guidance”. I didn’t think so at the time, but I believe it now 
because my life has been one blessing after another since God came into my 
life; not always easy but so wonderful and a delight. 

Unity in Community 

We have many members of the socialites including the ‘Hug on a Tray’ girls. 
They are all so different, and what makes them special is that God has shown 
me that he works through everyone. We are a mixture of women who thrive 
together (most of the time!!). Our aim is the same which is to try to support 
each other and to show and share kindness to others around us, and not 
necessarily in just one denomination. We have members from many faiths and 
none, including Mormon, Jehovah’s Witness, Jewish, Anglican, Methodist, 
United Reformed, Catholic, Atheist, or some just on the fence! Jesus had 
twelve disciples and every one of them unique with different personalities. We 
don’t always need a pulpit to let people know who we follow. I believe actions 
can be just as powerful a witness. I believe there can be Unity in Community. 

This is just a tiny fragment of my life, but I would just like to add a further poem 
that I wrote in 2013 that still does express how I feel today. 

Wonderful Joy and Peace of mind, something I thought I would never find.  
How my soul sings out in wonder, he smashed all my fears asunder.  
How far I’ve come with faith in him, who died for me and took my sin. 
Though I’ll never fully understand, this wonderful knowledge far too grand, 
I just know he’s saved my life, released me from my fear and strife. 
I opened my heart and let him in, by his power did my life begin. 
He’s lifted me I know not how, but at his feet I come and bow. 
I know his peace, his healing calm, by trusting him I’m free from harm.  
I know I’m blessed from morn till night, no more anguish, no more fright.  
I worship now, my heart beats faster. I love you God, my Lord and Master. 
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This is a photography exhibition showcasing  
‘The Network of Photographers for Palestine’  

held by Leeds Palestinian Film Festival,  
supported by East Street Arts & Otley Courthouse. 

The exhibition is free & open from  
1st November to 28th November 2022,  

daily from 10.00am - 2.30pm  
at Otley Courthouse, LS21 3AN 

The exhibition will ignite people’s curiosity and tempt  
them to further explore our shared community. 
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In the early 

1800s, our family 

members William 

Waite and his 

brother John who 

had both been 

living in the Leeds 

suburb of Yeadon 

moved to nearby 

Otley. Unusual for 

that time was that 

John was literate. 

William married 

Esther Frankleton 

on 23rd January 

1820 at Otley 

Parish Church. 

The service was 

conducted by the 

vicar Revd. Henry 

Robinson. The 

extended Waite 

family lived in 

Piper Lane and 

Mount Pisgah in 

Otley. The Waite men worked in the printing business, and they married 

into other prominent printing families. In 1840, William and family moved 

further into Leeds. Some of their children returned to Otley after their 

marriages. My Mum, Rosie Waite, was a tiny lady - just 4’ 8" tall, and 

she bore 13 children. This featured Poppy Shawl was made by Rosie's 

Girls in memory of our wonderful Waite family.  

Ann Winn (née Waite) 

Poppy Shawl displayed over the font at Otley 
Parish Church made very recently by Ann Winn 
and her sisters in memory of the Waite family 
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Keep in touch with… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please send your articles, thoughts or suggestions to 

our editor: 

stephenhey01@gmail.com 

Sunday 13 November 

Please send us your 

suggestions as to how we 
can make In Touch even 

better than it is already. And 
let us know if you would like 

to contribute something. 

What about “In the Hot 

Seat”, or “A Day in the 
Life of…” or “My Favourite 

Bible Verse”?  
 

 
 

Maybe you’d like to write a 
poem or a prayer or 

something in the new series 

about “God’s Wonderful 

Creation”? 

We would also love to hear 
your family news such as 

birthdays and anniversaries 
or anything interesting; also, 

to see some of your family 

photographs. 

◼ Whatever you would like 

to share with us please bear 

in mind that for it to be 
included in next month’s  

In Touch we must hear 

from you no later than:  

 

We would love you to 

keep in touch and tell 
us what you would like 

to see in YOUR monthly 

Church magazine. 

Yes, it is yours! 

 

mailto:stephenhey01@gmail.com
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Church Administrator 

Sarah McCormack 

Church Office 

“The Chestnuts”, Burras Lane, Otley LS21 3HS 

Office Hours 

Tuesday – Thursday, 9.30am – 3.00pm 

Telephone 

01943 465927 

Email 

info@otleyparishchurch.org 

www.otleyparishchurch.org 

See our website for details of Church services and a link to 

streamed services on YouTube 

Facebook & Twitter 

@otleyparishchurch                    @otleyallsaints 

Church Bank Account Details 

Account name:           Parochial Church Council of Otley 
Sort code:                   20-37-13 
Account number:       10088811 

Gift Aid: if you are a tax payer, please consider signing a Gift Aid 
declaration, available on the Church website or from the Treasurer, 
Tony Pike. 

Kirkgate ⚫ Otley ⚫ West Yorkshire ⚫ LS21 3HW 
Vicar: Revd. Aaron Kennedy 

Registered Charity Number: 1153498 
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Deputy Churchwarden 

Barbara Nicholls 

07747 848074 

babs.nicholls@gmail.com 

PCC Treasurer 

Tony Pike 

07977 463562 

treasurer@otleyparishchurch.org 

PCC Secretary 

Rosemary Ellen 

01943 467646 

rosemaryjellen@gmail.com 

Baptism Co-ordinator 

Glynis Milner 

01943 462472 

barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 

Safeguarding Officer 

Jenny Liston 

07743 330264 

jenny@otleyparishchurch.org 

Church Website Manager 

Kevin Keefe 

01943 466177 / 07722 999818 

kevin@keefe.org.uk 

In Touch Editor 

Stephen Hey 

01943 969624 

stephenhey01@gmail.com 

Vicar 

Revd. Aaron Kennedy 
01943 462240 
vicar@otleyparishchurch.org 
 
 Associate Ministers 

Rev. Roger Dedman 

01943 467540 

rogerjdedman@gmail.com 

 Rev. Stewart Hartley 

01943 464106 

sr.hartley47@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Colin Hopkinson 

01943 514113 

cchopkinson@aol.com 

Rev. Rachel Wilson 

01943 968902 

revrachel.wilson@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay Minister 

Jackie Hird 

01943 462858 

hirds@phonecoop.coop 

Churchwardens 

Kevin Keefe 

01943 466177 / 07722 999818 

kevin@keefe.org.uk 

Barry Milner 

01943 462472 

barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 

KEY 
CONTACTS 
AT 
CHURCH 

mailto:rosemaryjellen@gmail.com
mailto:barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com
mailto:jenny@otleyparishchurch.org
mailto:kevin@keefe.org.uk
mailto:stephenhey01@gmail.com
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Steel Magnolias 
Shirley Parker 
01943 466956 

 

Baby Rascals / Little Rascals 
Eileen Barr 01943 464382 
Jean Boddy 01943 466182 

 

Sunday Club 
Zoe Smith 

07308 352336 

 
Sustainability Group 

Dave Cherry 
01943 463896 

 
Uniformed Groups 

Bev and Mark Rothery 
otleyscouthut@gmail.com 

 
Youth Group 

Martyn Smith / Zoe Smith 
07703 662016 / 07308 352336 

 

Bell Ringers 
Julia Thornely / Jenny Liston 
07979 957393 / 07743 330264 

 
Craftynuts Craft Group 

Lynne Barber 
01943 466493 

 
Flower Arranging 

Val Tait 
01943 464032 

 
Newall Ladies Fellowship 

Val Tait 
01943 464032 

 
Open House 

Barry Milner 

barrynglynis.milner@outlook.com 

Music Groups & Worship Team 
Rick Mayers / richardmayers87@gmail.com / 01943 466182 

Church Choir & Band 

Pam Beck / 07951 699244 

Scrapbooking 
Lynne Barber 
01943 466493 

 

CONTACTS 
FOR CHURCH 

GROUPS 
AND  

ACTIVITIES 

mailto:richardmayers87@gmail.com
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